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Slide #1 – Title Slide 

 INTRODUCTION 

EASTER 2020 LUKE - His Come Back and Yours 

Well, happy Easter to everyone. 

I know that we'd all love to be in the same room right now and I pray that 

that will come very soon - but until then I hope you are all blessed and 

well... 

When I say the word comeback, what do you think?  

I Tell you what I think. I think of a well-known actress not too long ago 

at lax, trying to get on a flight that's full. And she is just practically 

demanding that they put her on this flight. 

And just in a moment of weakness, she cries out, "do you know who I 

am?" And that agent without missing a beat gets on the microphone at 

the Gates and over the PA system says, "Attention! Attention! We have 

a customer here at the desk who does not know who she is. Can anyone 

help her?"  

How many of you love a good comeback?  That's a good comeback. And 

so, when I say, come back, sometimes I think of verbal comebacks.  

But then obviously I think of athletic comebacks and of course the 

moment I said come back, how many of us could not help but think of 

what happened last year with Tiger Woods.  

Slide #2 – Picture 

A lot of people were caught up in this. 

Even people who don't play golf stayed at home and had church on the 

couch - like were doing now.  What's interesting though about that 

Sunday is it just reminded me in some ways of how fickle the American 
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public is - because 10 years ago, so many people seem to relish Tiger’s fall 

from the top of the sporting world. 

The Germans actually have a word for this relishing the misfortune of 

others, they call it - SCHADENFREUDE - where people find pleasure being 

derived from another person's misfortune.  

And about a decade ago, believe it or not, many people were voyeurs of 

his fall from the top of the sporting world.  

I think there's a lot of SCHADENFREUDE in our world.  

Slide #3 – Picture 

Not too long ago, a gymnast from Auburn had a career ending knee injury 

in a floor routine. She blew out both of her knees. She had to have 

surgery, in the days following the accident.  

But video of her injury went viral with all kinds of captions. It became the 

subject of all kinds of memes, and it wasn't long before this gymnast 

tweeted six very powerful words when she wrote, "my pain is not your 

entertainment". 

She was responding to the SCHADENFREUDE in our culture.  

But there's something about us though, that even though many people 

may confess to being voyeurs of other people's misfortunes, we still can't 

help but celebrate their comebacks.  

And maybe in the end, the reason we all love a good comeback, is 

because we probably all have had our share of setbacks. 

Maybe the reason we all love a good comeback is because we're made in 

the image of one who has redemption at the core of his being.  
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In fact, did you notice that less than 48 hours after the devastating fire 

that swept through the cathedral of Notre Dame and Paris, over $1 billion 

in pledges and actual contributions had been raised to rebuild it  -   

because there's just something about a comeback. 

Slide #4 – Picture 

It makes me think of something that a British minister who lived in the 

last century by the name of William Sangster said, not too long before I 

was born. 

He was a minister in London for many years and he had a disease that 

eventually took away his capacity to communicate, to even speak.  

And on Easter morning, the last year he was alive, he wrote these 

words,  

"how terrible it is to wake up on Easter morning and have no voice to 

shout.  Far worse, I suppose, to have a voice and not want to shout". 

And this Easter, I simply want to remind us all that we have something to 

shout about.  that we gather for a few moments to celebrate the ultimate 

comeback - from the ultimate setback.  

And that's what I'm speaking of, when I center my heart and my mind on 

Jesus being raised from the dead.  

Slide #5 – Title Slide 

There are 3 very big questions that still float around in our spirits every 

time we do this. 

Slide #5 – Bullet #1 

One of the questions is this, did it really happen?  
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And I'm just going to go ahead and assume that most everyone here 

believes -Jesus Rose from the dead, or at least wants to believe it.  

And if you're not there yet - I would beg you, to get in touch with me, to 

send me an email. You can find my email address on the website and I 

would love to share with you some links to some teaching done on this 

particular question, and just to get a dialogue started with you because  

it's very difficult for the heart to rejoice in what the mind rejects. 

This is worth investigating for yourself.  

And deep down, let me say this, if you find yourself slow to believe it, 

you're in good company because I could take you through the gospels 

and show you instances where Jesus'  first followers we're still slow to 

believe it, even after they saw him in the flesh and touched him.  

Coming to faith - in this is - more a process than sometimes we give it 

credit for.  

Here's the 2nd question that floats around and it's this,  

Slide #5 – Bullet #2 

why does it matter whether or not it really happened?  

I've heard that conjectured and I would simply say this because - if it 

didn't happen, it would plainly make Jesus out to be a liar and much of 

the rest of the new Testament as well. 

You see Jesus very plainly and boldly talked a great deal about being 

raised from the dead long before his death on the cross.   

He would call it - in advance - and then he would point to it - as a sign 

that would validate that he was who he said he was.  
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If he Rose from the dead, then we have to take everything seriously that 

he said or did. 

That's one reason why as a church, we're in this series through the gospel 

of Luke - because we believe he Rose from the dead and we have to take 

seriously everything he said and did.  

On the flip side, if he wasn't raised from the dead - then why should we 

give attention to anything he said or did?  

One of the reasons Christ followers celebrate Easter is we think it marks 

the defining moment when Jesus was validated to be the person he 

claimed to be. 

Slide #6 – Scripture 

As Paul put it in Romans 1 in verse 4 "Jesus was shown to be the son of 

God when he was raised from the dead by the power of the Holy spirit".  

If his tomb - is still full, then our faith really is empty, and that's why it 

matters whether or not he really Rose.  

Slide #7 – Scripture 

This is why the apostle Paul acknowledged in 1st Corinthians chapter 15 

"if Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless, and so is your 

faith".   

Whether or not it happened - really matters. 

And there's one more question that floats around and this is the question 

I want to address this Easter.  

Slide #8 – Bullet #3 

What does it really mean for us?  

Because we're so far removed from it in one sense.  
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What does this comeback have to do with us?  

The first thing it has to do with us is this, 

Slide #9 – Bullet #1 

 It tells us how great his love is for us. 

And you might be thinking, Whoa, how does his resurrection from the 

dead tell us anything about how great his love is for us?  

And I'll, I'll tell you how this works.  

His resurrection is what gives you a whole new appreciation for just who 

it was hanging on that cross.   

It wasn't just another Jewish political revolutionary -like the thousands of 

other political revolutionaries that Rome had crucified outside of 

Jerusalem along the road - just to make examples of him. 

His resurrection from the dead said - he was so much more, and you have 

to grapple with this.  

How in the world could his first followers show up 3 months after he was 

crucified publicly in Jerusalem and in the same city where he was publicly 

crucified, profess that he had been raised from the dead and Rome 

couldn't produce his body, nor the Jewish religious leaders. 

This could have been easily taken apart - in the same city where he's 

crucified - they show up less than 90 days later saying he's risen - and 

they can't turn up his body and everyone knew where he was buried. 

This was earth shaking to people.  

His resurrection from the dead, said - that - one - hanging on the cross - is 

not a Jewish political revolutionary - he is so much more!   

On the cross was really God demonstrating the depths of his love for us.  
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That the cross must've meant something different from all the other 

crucifixions that they witnessed in Jerusalem. 

Slide #10 – Scripture 

As Paul would say later in Romans 5 and verse 8, "but God demonstrates 

his own love for us in this. While we were still sinners, Christ died for 

us".  

Slide #11 – Scripture 

John put it in 1st John 3 and 16, "this is how we know what love is. Jesus 

Christ laid down his life for us, and again,  

Slide #12 – Scripture 

John says in 1st John 4: 9 and 10 this is how God showed his love among 

us. He sent his one and only son into the world that we might live 

through him. This is love. Not that we loved God, but that he loved us 

and sent his son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.  

And when Jesus walked out of the grave 3 days later, that validated - that 

that one - who was hanging on the cross, wasn't what most everybody 

thought he was - that he truly was the son of God and that he was 

hanging on that cross for a spiritual reason. 

It was accomplishing something spiritual - that Jesus Christ was no 

lunatic - he was the love of God written in his own blood.  

And that has practical implications for our lives. And I'll tell you why, 

because a lot of us - today - make the mistake of evaluating the love God 

has for us on the basis of how our circumstances are going. 

Right? So, something good happens and you say, God's really smiled on 

me today and absolutely, God gives the gifts of blessings, don't get me 

wrong.  
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But you know, God loves you - by a sacrifice.  

You even know this from life in the real world, in marriage, in family, and 

friendship and business - can somebody communicate love through 

giving you a gift? Absolutely.  

But if I were to ask you to tell me, how do you know somebody really 

loves me? You wouldn't tell them the story about a gift they - gave you. 

You would probably tell me the story about a sacrifice they made - for 

you. 

Most Americans tend to evaluate the measure of God's love by how well 

their circumstances are going on around them. But this is how God 

showed his love for us.  

Fix our eyes on the cross.  

That's how we know God loves us. Our circumstance has changed 

throughout life, but what God has demonstrated on the cross - has not. 

There are two powerful pictures that just brings this home to me.  

Slide #13 – Picture #1 

I think of a picture from 9 / 11  

Slide #13 – Picture #2 

And I think of a picture from the cathedral of Notre Dame in Paris.  

That in the midst of the rubble of 9 / 11 were metal beams standing in 

the shape of a cross  

and in the midst of the burned rubble and ashes there at the cathedral of 

Notre Dame - was a cross that survives the fire.  

And I would say to you, that picture captures perfectly my focus, that my 

focus when my life is rubble, my focus when things have been consumed 
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is to be on the cross because my circumstances ebb and flow - come and 

go - but what God has done on the cross remains.  

Jesus on the cross is the greatest answer to the question of, does God 

love me? 

Jesus on the cross is the greatest answer I know  

Slide #14 – Picture 

Brennan Manning wrote the well-known book "Ragamuffin Gospel". 

What a lot of people don't know is that his name "Brennan" wasn't the 

name his parents gave him, that's the name we use to refer to him. It's 

the name most people know of him, as an adult.  

While growing up though - Brennan has a best friend in Brooklyn named 

Ray - they grew up together. The two of them did everything together. 

They bought a car together as teenagers. They double dated together. 

They went to school together and they entered into the army together. 

They went and they served in Korea together. And they fought on the 

front lines together in the Korean war of all things. 

Can you imagine? They fought next to each other in the Korean war 

after growing up as best friends together in Brooklyn, and one night 

while sitting in a foxhole, Brennan was reminiscing about the old days 

in Brooklyn while Ray listened and was eating a chocolate bar and 

suddenly a live grenade rolled into the foxhole. 

Ray took one look at Brennan threw aside his candy bar, and dove right 

on top of the grenade - it exploded - killing Ray.  Brennan's life was 

spared.  
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When Brennan became a priest, at the end of the process, he was 

instructed to take the name of a Saint and he thought of his friend, Ray, 

Ray Brennan, 

so he took the name Brennan, to be his new first name.  

Years later when he was back in Brooklyn, he went to pay a visit to 

Ray's mother, Mrs. Brennan, this marvelous Italian woman, and late 

one night, they're up, drinking tea, and Brennan says to her, , "ma'am, 

do you think Ray loved me?" 

And Mrs. Brennan got off the couch and shook her finger in Brennan's 

face and said, "what more could my son have done for you? He died for 

you".  

And Brennan said, at that moment, he had this epiphany. It’s almost 

like a vision in his mind that he's standing before the cross of Jesus 

wondering, does God really love me? 

And Jesus' mother, Mary is standing there waving her finger at him, 

talking in an Italian voice, not a Jewish voice saying, "what more could 

he have done for you?" 

Jesus is the greatest answer I know to the question, does God love me? 

Slide #15 – Title Slide 

And every now and then you run into someone who teaches you so much 

about what it is to look to the cross, as the definition of God's love for 

you and not your circumstances.  

Jack Hinton is a pastor who was leading worship on a mission trip on 

the Island of Tobago, and he was leading worship one Sunday morning 

at a leper colony. 
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He was taking requests from the people at the leper colony, and there 

was one particular woman who had her face down the whole time, 

rather covered, but eventually she raised her hand and her hand was 

missing a finger - and he called on her - and when he called on her, she 

lifted up her face and he, he couldn't help but register surprise. 

When he looked at her face, she was missing both ears and most of her 

nose. She was difficult for him to look at, and she said, with a broken 

smile, can we sing count your many blessings? 

And Hinton was so overcome with emotion, he couldn't even get the 

song started.  

He left the area where they were - to sit down and just weep outside 

and someone else took over the service and later one of the team 

members said to him," I guess you'll never be able to sing that song 

again". And Hinton replied,  

"Oh, I will - I'll just never be able to sing it the same way - ever again". 

I'll tell you one thing, I'm quite sure that woman had her eyes fixed on 

the cross as her way of knowing that God loved her in the midst of 

overwhelmingly difficult circumstances.  

His resurrection will always call you to come back to the cross.  

Slide #16 – Bullet #2 

His resurrection will do more than that - it also tells us of how great his 

power is for us. 

It just doesn't tell us how great his love is for us, it tells us how great his 

power is for us.  

I've always been just blown away by 3 particular verses the apostle Paul 

wrote to believers about this, the first verses in  
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Slide #17 – Scripture 

Ephesians 1 and 18 Ah - this is awesome, where he says,  

I prayed that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that 

you may know his incomparably great power for us who believe. 

That power is the same as the mighty strength he exerted when he 

raised Jesus from the dead.  

Notice a couple things here. One is - Paul prays that believers will be 

enlightened, that they would know His incomparably great power.  

Did you know that you need your heart enlightened? You don't really 

even know it without some help from above. 

What's that power like? It's the same level of power as the power that 

raised Jesus from the dead.  

It's Easter power.  

How much power is available? The same power that raised Jesus from 

the dead, that's how much power is available.  

And maybe that's a prayer. Seriously to pray over you this Easter. Maybe 

that's a prayer. Pray for yourself, your family, your friends. This prayer 

right here,  

that the eyes of my heart would be enlightened to know this power. 

What's this power like? It's his incomparably great power.  

Well, what's that power like? It's the power that he exerted when he 

raised Jesus from the dead - and some of us need to wake up to the 

power God has for us. 

Speaking of this power, Paul goes on to say later in Ephesians 3 and verse 

20  
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Slide #18– Scripture 

now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or 

imagine according to his power at work, where. Within us.  

A lot of us are more familiar with the first half of that verse, then the 

second half.   

We get focused on God doing the inconceivable and the unimaginable. 

And he does, but he does it according to his power at work within us and 

not around us.  

What's the power like? It's the same power that raised Jesus from the 

dead. And then there's Romans 8 and verse 11. Where Paul says,  

Slide #19 – Scripture 

and if the spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you. 

He who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal 

bodies because of his spirit who lives in you. 

Did you catch that? The same spirit that raised Jesus from the dead lives 

in you and gives life to your mortal body?  

What in the world does that mean? Read on verse 13. Where Paul says,  

Slide #20 – Scripture 

it's by the spirit you put to death the misdeeds of the body.  

In other words, he says that the same spirit that raised Jesus from the 

dead lives inside those who are United with Christ, and that same spirit 

gives them the power to change, to put to death some things and bring 

to life some other things. 

You have the power to change.  

I have the power to change.  
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That's Easter power!  

And I know it's hard to believe if we've been one way for so long. I know 

it's hard to believe. And when I talk about Easter power, I'm not talking 

about its Easter power that makes you Superman and Superwoman. I'm 

talking about its Easter power that makes you a Holy man and a Holy 

woman. 

I'm talking about its Easter power, that makes it possible for you to 

change. I know it's hard to believe that's why - trust is required and - trust 

is necessary.  

By the way, has it ever occurred to you that Jesus didn't raise himself 

from the dead?  

Even Jesus had to learn to rely on and trust in God's power. 

Slide #21 – Scripture 

Some would say, well, wait a second. Didn't Jesus say in John chapter 10 

and verse 17 that he, he lays his life down and he takes it up again. He 

has authority.  

Absolutely. But look at the rest of the new Testament when you find out 

the dynamic there - that over and over throughout acts. Everybody that's 

preaching about Jesus keeps saying over and over,  

And God raised Jesus from the dead,  

And God raised Jesus from the dead,  

And God raised Jesus from the dead  

Slide #22 – Scripture 

And in Romans 8 and verse 11 you find out it's God through his spirit that 

raises Jesus from the dead. 
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Check this out. Even Jesus had to trust in the power of the spirit for a 

comeback. 

That's actually one of the things we're confessing when we're baptized.  

Baptism in many ways is about Easter love and Easter power.  

Slide #23 – Scripture 

Paul says this in Colossians 2 and verse 12 for you were buried with 

Christ.  

When you are baptized, watch this, and with him, you were raised to new 

life because you trusted in the mighty power of God who raised Christ 

from the dead. 

In every day of your life, you're learning how to trust and rely on that 

power in your life. 

Oh, you say, okay, Lee, it sounds good, but it's just theory. Let's talk 

about life in the real world.  

????? 

sometimes you need real people in your life that have power moving 

through their life to awaken your hope and understanding that it's 

possible in your life.  

Sometimes you need real people in a community around you to say, Hey, 

you got it too, but to come alongside you and teach you how to walk in it 

and access it. 

An Easter sermon cannot do that.  

Life with others and community are the ones to really do that.  

I'm telling you, you have the power.  
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I'm revealing it to you through the word of God, but the only way you're 

really going to know and experience the transforming power is being with 

somebody else - who's understanding how to walk in it every day. 

That's why we need one another.  

I don't know how many of you are really receiving this because chances 

are things are pretty dark in some of our lives right now, you live long 

enough, you're going to have Easter in the dark.  

And throughout scripture, I would just remind you that God does some of 

his most significant work in the dark. 

His spirit does some of his most significant work in the dark.  

When your Bible opens up, the very first two verses of the whole Bible 

opens up with God at work in the dark. Read it.  

Slide #24 – Scripture 

God never has to say, let there be dark -cause when the Bible opens up, 

it's just dark. He has to say, let there be light. And who is present with 

God at work, the spirit of God. 

Slide #25– Scripture 

Genesis 1 and verse 2, hovering over the faces of the deep in the 

darkness.  

You go a little bit later into scripture, you find out that it's the spirit of 

God that conceives Jesus in the dark of Mary's womb.  

You go a little bit later, you find Jesus dying on the cross in the dark, in 

the middle of the day, and he's dying on the cross in the power of the 

Holy spirit, according to Hebrews 9 in verse 14 which says,  

Slide #26 – Scripture 
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he offered himself up to death through the empowerment of the spirit 

of God in the dark. 

And then you get to Easter Sunday.  

And what's happening Easter Sunday. It's the spirit of God that's raising 

Jesus in the darkness of the tomb.   

From creation to the incarnation, to the crucifixion, to the resurrection. 

God does his greatest work in the dark!  

And I would say to you, if things are dark, you're in position for Easter, 

and I know it's Easter on your calendar -but I'm talking about Easter in 

your life.  

Because Jesus didn't do everything that he did.  

He didn't go through everything that he went through, so you could Mark 

it on a calendar and look at the back of somebody's head in a church 

Pew. 

Good Friday, tells you of his love for you.  

Easter Sunday tells you of his power for you,  

and every comeback begins with a step.  

So what's yours? 

Officer Peter O'Hanlon was patrolling on night duty in a town in 

Northern Britain a few years ago when he noticed a little boy in the 

shadows of a doorstep and the boy was crying. Tears were rolling down 

his cheek and officer, O' Hanlin walked up to him and said, son, what's 

wrong? And the boy responded, I'm lost. 
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And so, the policeman began naming street after street in their little 

town trying to get the boy to remember what street he lives on - he 

couldn't remember the street he lived on.  

The police officer repeated the names of all the shops and the hotels in 

the area and ask if he lived around any of them. The boy didn't 

recognize any of those. 

And the officer, almost in a fit of frustration pointed to the center of the 

town where there was a church with a large white cross right at the 

center of the town, it was visible, across the entire city landscape. And 

he said, do you live anywhere near that? And the boy’s face all of a 

sudden brightened up. 

He said, yeah, take me there. Take me to the cross. I can find my way 

home from there. 

And I would say, you can too. 

And that's why the resurrection always calls you to come back to the 

cross. His comeback, calls you to come back to the cross.  

You find your way home from there.  

Not just to the love of God, but to the power of God. 

I'm going to ask everyone to come to the table for communion 

 I want us all to take a moment and celebrate Easter love and Easter 

power as we take communion together.    

If you've come to honor the Lord, to consider his comeback, please 

partake of it with us as we honor his body broken and his bloodshed, that 

our lives might be put back together. 
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But we also honor a body that was resurrected. It still has scars to remind 

you of what he's done for you, and yet scars that are healed to remind 

you that God has raised him up and to tell you there's healing for your 

scars,  

and that what the enemy's done, will not have the last word on your life.  

It's Easter love. 

It's Easter power.  

And it's time to get your comeback on.  

  



20 
 

 

Let's pray. 

Lord, I ask that you would do a work that my words can't do, that none of 

us can do right now. That through your spirit you would even open wider 

our hearts and let this sink down to the core of our being.  

This word Jesus. I'm so grateful that you do your greatest work in the 

dark. 

 From the creation to the incarnation, to the crucifixion, to the 

resurrection. 

We bless your name, we honor your comeback.  

And because of that, we say our hearts can be full, and our lives we can 

change.  

And for this we're grateful. IN Your name we pray. Amen. 

 

 


