


 Why would a loving God allow so much evil 
and suffering to exist in the world?

 Why does this happen to me and those I love?

 Where is God in times of trouble and pain?

 Unfortunately, there isn’t a short, quick and 
easy answer…



1. Suffering is often undeserved

2. Suffering is often unexpected

3. Suffering is often unimaginable

4. Suffering is always painful



 7,000 sheep. One sheep costs around $45, multiplied by 
7,000 = $315,000 worth of sheep.

 3,000 camels. One camel costs about $125, multiplied by 
3,000 = $375,000 worth of camels.

 500 yokes of oxen would be at least 1,000 oxen, because 
it takes at least 2 oxen (plural of ox) to form a yoke. One 
ox may cost around $4,000, multiplied by 1,000 = 
$4,000,000 worth of oxen

 500 donkeys. One donkey costs about $1,200, multiplied 
by 500 = $600,000

 Job lost over $5,000,000 dollars in one day



 How would you respond?

 How does Job respond?

 How do we endure suffering without     
cursing God?

 Where does suffering come from?



1. God designed the world and our lives to include 
suffering
◦ Acts 6, 7, 8 – stoning of Stephen and spreading of the 

gospel
◦ Jesus dying on the cross

2. Suffering can only be properly understood from 
a heavenly perspective

3. God is Sovereign over everything, therefore we 
can praise Him in the middle of pain and suffering
◦ Sovereignty = ruling authority



 God is always in control
◦ Job 1-2; 38-39
◦ Story of Joseph

 God is always with us
◦ Romans 8:31-39

 God is able to sympathize with our weaknesses
◦ Hebrews 2:17-18
◦ Hebrews 4:14-15

 Satan has been conquered
◦ Revelation 20:1-3

 One day, our suffering will end
◦ Revelation 21:3-4



 God uses suffering to refine our faith 
◦ Job 33:29-30
◦ Hebrews 12:10-11
◦ James 1:2-4
◦ 1 Peter 1:2-7
◦ Romans 5:3-5

 God uses suffering to teach us to rely on Him
◦ Job 34:13-15

 God uses suffering so we can minister to others

 God uses suffering to bring us closer to him




