


 Why is this important? 

 Because it is the foundation for our faith

 1 Corinthians 15 – “if Christ has not been 
raised, your faith is futile; you are still in your 
sins… we are to be pitied more than all men.”

 There is overwhelming evidence for Jesus’ 
life, but what about his death and 
resurrection?



 How do we know that Jesus actually died and 
that he wasn't simply unconscious? 

 How do we know that he rose from the dead? 

 Did the disciples steal his body?

 What kind of evidence do we have? 

 What are some reasons or arguments for why 
we know this is true?



EXECUTION

EMPTY TOMB

EYEWITNESS ACCOUNTS

EARLY CHURCH

EXTERNAL SOURCES



 Perfected by Romans
◦ Could take hours, sometimes days

◦ Scourging, maiming, hemorrhaging, dehydration, 
hypovolemic shock, asphyxiation, cardiac arrest

◦ Roman guards couldn’t leave until victim was dead
 They would speed up process by: breaking legs, spear stabbed 

through the heart, blows to the chest, fire at bottom of cross

 John 19:28-37 – Didn’t break his legs because he was 
already dead. This is important because:
◦ Fulfills scripture - Israelites were commanded not to break 

bones of Passover lamb (Exodus 12:46; Numbers 9:12)

 Mark 15:42-46 – Pilate made sure Jesus was            
dead before giving body to Joseph                            
of Arimathea



 Stone could weigh 1-2 tons                          
(2,000 – 4,000 lbs)

 The disciples started preaching in Jerusalem   
(Acts 2)

 Early Jewish arguments admit the tomb was 
empty (The Toledoth Jesu)

 Typically tombs of religious leaders are turned 
into shrines – we don’t see this with Jesus’ tomb

 First witnesses were women



 Eyewitness testimony is one of the best kinds 
of evidence in an investigation – not perfect, 
but still reliable, especially if there are 
multiple witnesses

 John 20

 1 Corinthians 15:3-8

 Most of the eyewitnesses were still alive

 External sources confirming his resurrection



 If it was a lie, it would have been crushed and 
stopped. Instead, Christianity spread like wildfire

 The resilience and strength of the church still today

 The Disciples transformation
◦ Scared, Hopeless and Hiding (Luke 24:21, John 20:19)
◦ Brave, Bold and Confident (Acts 2:24, 3:15, 4:2)
◦ Conversion of Paul

 Disciples were killed for their beliefs

 Why would they die for a lie? Would you? Ask this 
question to others when talking with them 
apologetically



 Peter - crucified upside down
 Andrew - scourged, then crucified (tied rather than 

nailed)
 James - killed by sword, beheaded
 John - exiled to island of Patmos
 Philip - scourged, thrown into prison, and crucified
 Bartholomew - either beaten and then crucified, or 

skinned alive and beheaded
 Thomas - stabbed with a spear
 Matthew - stabbed in the back
 James - beaten, stoned, struck in head with a club
 Thaddeus - crucified
 Simon - crucified
 Judas - hung himself





Now there was about this time Jesus, a wise 
man, if it be lawful to call him a man; for he 
was a doer of wonderful works, a teacher of 
such men as receive the truth with pleasure. 
He drew over to him both many of the Jews 
and many of the Gentiles. He was [the] 
Christ. And when Pilate, at the suggestion of 
the principal men amongst us, had 
condemned him to the cross, those that 
loved him at the first did not forsake him; for 
he appeared to them alive again the third 
day; as the divine prophets had foretold 
these and ten thousand other wonderful 
things concerning him. And the tribe of 
Christians, so named from him, are not 
extinct at this day.

A.D. 37-100

Josephus



Nero fastened the guilt . . . on a class 
hated for their abominations, called 
Christians by the populace. Christus, 
from whom the name had its origin, 
suffered the extreme penalty during the 
reign of Tiberius at the hands of . . . 
Pontius Pilatus, and a most mischievous 
superstition, thus checked for the 
moment, again broke out not only in 
Judaea, the first source of the evil, but 
even in Rome. . . 

A.D. 116

Tacitus

Tacitus, Annals 15.44



The Christians . . . worship a man to this 
day--the distinguished personage who 
introduced their novel rites, and was 
crucified on that account. . . . [It] was 
impressed on them by their original 
lawgiver that they are all brothers, from 
the moment that they are converted, and 
deny the gods of Greece, and worship the 
crucified sage, and live after his laws.

A.D. 125-180
Lucian

Lucian, The Death of Peregrine, 11-13



 Reality is that some people aren’t willing to accept the 
truth, regardless of the facts or arguments

 Romans 1:18-20

1. Understand the Faith

2. Understand the Audience

3. Communicate with Clarity

4. Find Points of Contact

5. Present the Whole Gospel

6. Practice, Practice, Practice 


