


 Apologetics may be simply defined as the defense of the 
Christian faith. 

 The field of Christian thought that focuses on the justification of 
the core themes of the Christian faith, and its effective 
communication to the non-Christian world.

 Aim is to convert believers into thinkers, and thinkers into 
believers.

 Is NOT hostile or defensive.

 Encourages believers and challenges non-believers.

 Apologetics is for everyone – young and old, new convert and 
mature Christian.



 Matthew 28:16-20
◦ 16Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain 

where Jesus had told them to go. 17 When they saw him, 
they worshiped him; but some doubted. 18 Then Jesus came 
to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has 
been given to me. 19 Therefore go and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey 
everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with 
you always, to the very end of the age.”



 This passage includes both a COMMAND 
and a PROMISE.
◦ Command – Go and Make disciples of all nations
◦ Promise – Surely I am with you always

 We have the power of God working inside us

 We probably won’t have all of the answers, 
but we need to have some of the key answers



 How can Christians explain their faith in 
terms that makes sense to people outside the 
church?

 How can we counter misunderstandings and 
misrepresentations of the Christian faith?

 How can we communicate the truth, 
attractiveness, and joy of the Christian gospel 
to our culture?



 An “apologia” is a defense, a reasoned case 
proving the innocence of an accused person 
in court, or a demonstration of the 
correctness of an argument or belief.

 The defendant was allowed to refute the 
charges with a defense or reply (apologia).

 The accused would attempt to “speak away” 
(apo—away, logia—speech) the accusation.



 Appears 17 times in the New Testament
◦ (Some examples: Luke 12:11; 21:14; Acts 19:33; 22:1; 

24:10; 25:8, 16; 26:2, 24; 1 Corinthians 9:3; 2 
Corinthians 7:11; 12:19; Romans 2:15; 2 Timothy 4:16; 
Philippians 1:7, 16)

 1 Peter 3:15-16 – the core of apologetics
◦ 15 But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be 

prepared to give an answer [apologia] to everyone who 
asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. 
But do this with gentleness and respect, 16 keeping a 
clear conscience, so that those who speak maliciously 
against your good behavior in Christ may be ashamed of 
their slander.

◦ Other translations say - always be ready to make a 
“defense”, “argument”, or “explanation”
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 Apologetics is how to learn to give an effective 
answer and reason for the hope that is in you and 
to do that with gentleness and meekness

 Behave lawfully, maintain a good conscience, and 
give a reasoned defense

 The objective of apologetics is NOT to 
antagonize or humiliate those outside the church

 Our actions need to match our message



 Defending

 Commending

 Translating



 Generally a reactive strategy
 Someone has an issue, we are obligated to 

respond
 Find the barriers to faith and try to help break 

them down
 Barriers due to misunderstandings, 

misinterpretations, or bad experiences
 Everyone has different questions and 

concerns, so we need to know our audience



 Audience – Seeker, Skeptic, Scoffer
 Seeker
◦ Someone looking for truth
◦ Often open and friendly

 Skeptic
◦ Questions the validity or authenticity
◦ Trust but verify
◦ Typically non-confrontational

 Scoffer
◦ Question or doubt all religious opinion
◦ Religious bullies
◦ Disagree with you, regardless of the evidence



 Be gracious and sympathetic

 Think about where they are coming from

 Be sensitive and know our audience



 Before we can answer others’ questions, we 
need to have our own answers

 Matthew 22:37
◦ ‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with 

all your soul and with all your mind.’
 Romans 12:2
◦ 2 Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but 

be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then 
you will be able to test and approve what God’s will 
is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.



 We need to think about our faith and have 
answers to our own questions

 We need to understand what we believe, why 
we believe it, and be able to clearly and 
effectively communicate this to others 

 We’ll never have all of the answers, but we 
need to have the basics

 Apologetics is as much about attitude and 
character as it is about arguments and 
analysis.



 Allowing the truth and relevance of the gospel to 
be appreciated by the audience.

 Praise as worthy of confidence

 We are to display the attractiveness of Christ

 We are to show why Christianity makes sense in 
how we live our lives.

 We need to help people realize Christianity is 
exciting and wonderful and nothing else can 
compare.



 What makes Christianity attractive?

◦ Available and accessible for everyone
◦ Offers Hope
◦ Eternal Life in Heaven 
 Romans 8:18
 Revelation 21:4

◦ Answers life’s biggest questions
 Origin – Where do we come from?
 Meaning – Why are we here?
 Morality – What’s right and what’s wrong?
 Destiny – Where are we going? What happens after we die?



 Involves explaining the core ideas of 
Christianity to our audience.

 C.S. Lewis
◦ “We must learn the language of our audience…You 

must translate every bit of your theology into the 
vernacular… I have come to the conclusion that if 
you cannot translate your own thoughts into 
uneducated language, then your thoughts are 
confused. Power to translate is the test of having 
really understood your own meaning.”

 Can you explain it to a 10 year old?



 How do we faithfully and effectively 
communicate the Christian faith to a culture 
that may not understand traditional Christian 
terms or concepts?
◦ Justification, Propitiation, Sanctification, Atonement, 

Omnipotence, Omnipresent, Omniscience, Trinity, 
Righteousness
◦ Grace, Mercy, Baptism, Sin, Heaven, Hell

 Use stories, illustrations and imagery
 Jesus used parables to translate his message 

into language that was familiar to his 
audience.



 Limitations and Risks of Apologetics

 Translation into cultural terms can easily lead 
to Christian ideas being reduced to their 
cultural equivalents. 

 The gospel transcends any and all cultural 
ideas or imagery we may use as channels for 
communication. They are vehicles of the 
gospel; they are not the gospel itself.



 DEFENDING - Identifying and responding to 
objections or difficulties concerning the gospel, 
and helping to overcome these barriers to faith.

 COMMENDING - Communicating the excitement 
and wonder of the Christian faith, so that its 
potential to transform the human situation can 
be appreciated.

 TRANSLATING - Translating the core ideas of the 
Christian faith into language that makes sense to 
outsiders.



 Do you believe in God?

 Why do you believe in God? Why are you a 
Christian?

 What proof do you have?

 Why should believe in God?

1 Peter 3:15
But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to 
give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for 
the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect.



 Are they the same thing?

 If so why? If not, why not?

 “Evangelism is the proclamation of salvation in 
Christ to those who do not believe in him, calling 
them to repentance and conversion, announcing 
forgiveness of sins, and inviting them to become 
living members of Christ’s earthly community and 
to begin a life of service to others in the power of 
the Holy Spirit.”



 Apologetics and evangelism are connected and both are 
essential to the mission of the church, but they are not 
entirely the same thing.

 Apologetics prepares the way for Evangelism

 Apologetics sets the stage and evangelism invites 
people to respond to the gospel.

 Apologetics aims to secure consent, evangelism aims to 
secure commitment

 Apologetics aims to establish the plausibility of 
salvation in Christ, evangelism gives an invitation to 
respond to Christ



 Apologetics is conversational, evangelism is 
invitational.

 Apologetics is more concerned with removing 
misunderstandings, explaining ideas, and exploring 
the personal relevance of faith.

 Apologetics is not evangelism, but it is inadequate 
without it. 

 Evangelism should always follow-up apologetics

 The goal of apologetics is not to win arguments but to 
win souls.



 Another risk of apologetics is creating the 
impression that the reasonableness of faith is 
all that matters. 

 This is why Evangelism is key in follow-up

 Faith is about commitment to God, not just 
abstract belief in God.



 James 2:19 – “You believe that there is one God. 
Good! Even the demons believe that—and 
shudder.”

 There is a difference between rational 
understanding and personal transformation

 What converts people is not an argument, it is a 
direct encounter or experience with God.

 Conversion and discipleship is ultimately the task 
of evangelism



 Apologetics is not a set of techniques for winning 
people to Christ. It is not a set of argumentative 
templates designed to win debates. 

 It is a willingness to work with God in helping 
people discover Him and turn to His glory.

 Our task is to lead people to Christ

 Apologetics points people in the right direction



 Mark 1:16–18
◦ As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon 

and his brother Andrew casting a net into the sea—for 
they were fishermen. And Jesus said to them, “Follow me 
and I will make you fish for people.” And immediately 
they left their nets and followed him. 

 John 1:45–46
◦ Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We have found 

him about whom Moses in the law and also the prophets 
wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from Nazareth.” Nathanael 
said to him, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” 
Philip said to him, “Come and see.”



 In these passages we see the importance of 
pointing people to Christ

 In the end, it is not our testimony, but their own 
encounter with Christ

 Faith is not about a mere change of mind, it is 
about personal transformation.

 Arguments do not cure blindness. Blindness 
needs to be healed and only God can heal.

 We have an important, but limited role



1. Understand the Faith

2. Understand the Audience

3. Communicate with Clarity

4. Find Points of Contact

5. Present the Whole Gospel

6. Practice, Practice, Practice 


