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Slide #1 – Title Slide 

 INTRODUCTION 

I Storage 

A. If you are with us for the first time, welcome to our journey through the 
gospel of Luke. 

B. For those who’ve been here before, we are on page 96 in our Gospel of Luke 
Scripture journals which is otherwise knowns as Luke 12:13. 

I don’t know how many of you watch reality television shows.  

It’s amazing how many have to do with all the stuff we have in storage. 
There are more than a dozen shows in syndication with plot lines such as –  

American Pickers, Auction Hunters, Auction Kings, Buried Treasure, Flea 
Market Flip, Hoarders, Junk Gypsies, Junkyard Wars, Pawn Stars, Picker 
Sisters, Storage Wars, and its spinoffs Storage War Texas – New York – 
Miami and now, Storage Wars Canada. There’s an entire genre of television 
dedication to people’s stuff that’s in storage and pawn shops.  

There’s 2.3 billion square feet of rentable storage unit space in America. To 
give you an idea of how much that is, that’s enough square footage for every 
American to fit in all at once. There are more storage units than there are 
McDonald’s in America.  And it’s not because our homes are smaller. The 
average American home went from 1,660 sq. ft. in 1973 to 2,400 sq. feet 
today. But so many still have to rent storage space to hold all of our things.   

We now spend $12 billion a year just to pay someone to store our extra stuff. 
It's larger than the music industry. It’s that - that the Storage Unit business 
is tops among recession proof businesses.  Because even when times are 
bad, people still want to keep their junk.   

Think about that - We’ve developed a market to store the stuff we are 
tempted to buy, that we don’t have room for, and a lot of people pay for it 
with money they don’t actually have. 

C. My purpose in bringing this up is not to beat us down for having a storage 
unit at all. 

D. Because our storage unit culture could actually be a symptom of something 
deeper. 

 1



E. I’ve been thinking about storage because of the story of Jesus - which we 
arrive at in our journey through Luke. 

F. It’s a story about storage units. 

G. But before we get to the story, we have to see the setting in which Jesus tells 
the story.   

BODY  

II Arbitration 

Slide #2 - Scripture 

A. Luke 12:13 

Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the 
inheritance with me.”  

B. Most people in Luke who come to Jesus either come to Him for a miracle or 
ask a question. 

C. This guy greets Jesus with a demand…to straighten out his brother. 

D. Don’t we all want Jesus to straighten out somebody for us – especially if it’s 
going to make our life better? 

E. But Jesus is not going to settle the dispute over the inheritance. 

F. Instead, He confronts what He believes is at the heart of this man’s request. 

Slide #3 - Scripture 

G. Luke 12:14-15 

But he said to him, “Man, who made me a judge or arbitrator over you? And 
he said to them, “Take care, and be on your guard against all covetousness, 
for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions.”  

H. Note that Jesus doesn’t just speak to the man -He turns and addresses the 
whole crowd. 

I. Did you notice the words “and he said to them”?  

J. He tells them all to be on their guard against covetousness. 

K. What is that? 

L. Covetousness refers to greed or “aggressively grasping for more.”  
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M. Jesus’ response tells us that this was at the heart of the man’s request.   

N. The guy is not as concerned with what’s just and fair as the question seems 
to suggest. 

O. Jesus tells us all to be on our guard against covetousness – he says take care 
- to have our defenses up.  

I say that and it makes me think of how we have responded to the COVID-19 
virus. We are all on our guard and put our defenses up.  

We’ve got our masks and carrying around anti-bacterial dispensers. We’re on 
our guard.   

Handshakes are thing of the past – we have fist pumps, and elbow bumps 
and leg kicks – some I’ve seen are working on perfecting the head nod.  

P. Jesus acts like covetousness or greed is a virus. 

Q. It’s difficult to see greed in our lives – that’s why Jesus says to be on our 
guard.   

R. By the way – it’s not just the wealthy that may struggle with it like everyone 
thinks, it’s also people in poverty. 

S. Because Jesus is talking to a crowd, who may have at the most, one other 
change of clothes. 

T. This spirit effects both people who live in abundance and people who don’t 
have abundance.  

U. And it’s a Virus. 

Slide #4 – Blank Slide 

I was fascinated by a recent survey.  89% of Americans said that Americans 
were too materialistic. In the same survey, the survey takers were asked if 
they personally needed more, and 89% said yes. 

V. When’s the last time you thought about guarding yourself from the spirit of 
greed?  

W. Even our television shows tell us so much about ourselves. 

Remember “Who Wants To Be A Millionaire?” That question answers itself.   
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We don’t have show’s titled “Who Wants to Be an Inner-City Social Worker?” 
We don’t have the show, “Who wants to run a non-profit and help other 
people?” 

X. This thing is a virus that sneaks up on us. 

Isn’t it interesting that Jesus never says in Scripture, “Watch out that you 
don’t commit adultery.” Why? Because you know when you’re about to 
commit adultery! You don’t say “Wait a second you’re not my wife!” 

Y. But greed, covetousness – you don’t always see coming. 

Z. Jesus then begins to slide under the spirit of greed and address where it 
comes from.  

IV Assumption   

Slide #5 - Scripture 

A. He goes on to say – “. . . one’s life does not consist in the abundance 
of his possessions.” (Luke 12:15) 

B. The fact that Jesus tells us this says that we have a tendency to believe that 
our life does consist in the abundance of our possessions.  

C. There are two words that Jesus could have used here talking about life.  

1. One word is bios – that’s talking about biological life – you’re 
breathing and your temp is 98.6. 

2. That’s not the word He uses. 

D. He uses “zoe” - which means the life that satisfies.   

E. Zoe describes a quality of life. 

F. A satisfying life – a fulfilling life – does not consist in the abundance of one’s 
possessions. 

G. But we have difficulty believing this at times.  

Slide #6 – Blank Slide 

In 2018, Harvard Business School undertook a first-of-a-kind study of over 
4000 millionaires in the United States. They asked them about how much 
money it would take to make them happy. Each millionaire was asked to 
report how much they currently had.  
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How happy they were - on a scale of 1-10. And then how much money they 
thought they would need to get to a "10" on the happiness scale. They gave 
them options to select such as “10x more money” or “5x more money” or “2x 
more money.” 

26% of the millionaires estimated they would need 10X more money to make 
it to “10” on the happiness scale. 24% said “5x more” and 23% said “2x 
more.” Only 13% of respondents said they “currently have enough to be 
happy.”  

Maybe the most interesting part of the study was that someone with 100 
million was just as likely as the person with 10 million to select they needed 
"10x" the amount of money they had to be truly happy. 

H. Now some of us have to be thinking, “What is their problem?” – “They have 
millions!” 

I. And if I had their millions, then I would be… 

J. And that tells us that not only do they struggle with believing the lie, but we 
do too because here we are thinking that we would be satisfied if we had 
what they had.   

K. Of course, there are times when we’re reminded that “the good life” in terms 
of abundance, doesn’t always equate to the “zoe” life. 

Slide #7 – Levine Quote 

Madeline Levine is a psychiatrist who works closely with teens from affluent 
homes. She has this to say in her book “The Prince of Privilege”: 

American’s newly identified at-risk group is preteens and teens from 
affluent, well-educated families. In spite of the economic and social 
advantages, “children of affluence” experience among the highest rates of 
depression, substance abuse, anxiety disorders, and unhappiness of any 
group of children in this country. 

L. We’re also reminded that life isn’t tied to the abundance of our possessions 
when we’re…  

a. staring at biopsy results  

b. or a car wreck takes the life of the one we love  

c. or when we’re served with divorce papers.  
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M. And now we’re ready for Jesus’ story.  

V Barn Again 

Slide #8 and #9 - Scripture 

A. Luke 12:16-21 

And he told them a parable, saying, “The land of a rich man produced 
plentifully, and he thought to himself, ‘What shall I do, for I have nowhere to 
store my crops?’ And he said, ‘I will do this; I will tear down my barns and 
build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. And I will 
say to my soul, “Soul you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, 
eat, drink, be merry.”’ 

#9 

“But God said to him, ‘Fool! This night your soul is required of you, and the 
things you have prepared, whose will they be?’ So is the one who lays up 
treasure for himself and is not rich toward God.” 

B. It’s interesting that in this story the man isn’t a thief, or dishonest, or 
mistreating his workers.  

C. Probably no one today would think it’s a moral failure for him to build a 
bigger barn. 

Slide #10 – Blank Slide 

Where does the term “Born Again” come from? That’s it… John 3 --- when 
Jesus told Nicodemus, “…unless one is Born Again, they cannot see the 
Kingdom of God.”   

Well that title has stuck.  After all these years that is even today a 
description of someone that has been united with Christ in baptism.  Its in 
the act of baptism that we come in contact with the blood of Christ that 
cleanses us.  And it’s in the likeness of His Death, Burial and Resurrection - 
that we are Born Again into the Spirit of Life.   

But with this guy in Jesus’ story – he’s not “born again” were gonna call him 
a “barn-again.”  

To him more stuff means building bigger barns.   

D. But according to Jesus, God calls the man a fool. 
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E. One of the things you must know is that God is not quick to call someone a 
fool in Scripture.  

F. But God does here. 

G. Why? 

Slide #11 - Scripture 

H. The answer’s in the punchline that Jesus gives – “So is the one who lays 
up treasure for himself and is not rich toward God.” (vs.21) 

I. According to Jesus - it’s foolish to lay up treasure for ourselves and not be 
rich toward God.  

J. God’s problem with the man wasn’t that He was planning ahead by building 
barns. 

K. God’s problem with the man was that he wasn’t planning far enough ahead 
because He forgot about answering to God.  

L. The challenging thing about money and material possessions is it’s often 
difficult to see through them to God. 

Slide #12 – Blank Slide  

For hundreds of years there was one difference between a mirror and a 
window. Both were made of glass.  What made the difference was silver 
lining.  Line a pane of glass with silver and you can no longer see through it.  
Instead you can only see your reflection in it.   

And what happens so often when we talk about money and material 
possessions and the things of this world, is we cease to see through them to 
God and others and we only see our own reflection in them. 

M. Did you notice in the story that Jesus tells how self-absorbed the man is? 

N. Go back and look at how many times “I, me, and my” come up in what the 
man says. 

O. He refers to himself no less than a dozen times in three verses. 

P. Did you notice that there’s no one else but the man in his story.  

Q. The barn-again guy - talks to himself, plans for himself, parties with himself, 
and congratulates himself.  

R. He’s completely self-absorbed. 
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S. It was in the middle ages that we see the origins of the word “Idiot” 

T. Idiot literally means…– one who lives apart from the village 

U. So you’ve got a village idiot which is really redundant. 

V. Because the idiot is someone who lives off, “by themselves”. He’s foolish.. 

W. This is why sometimes when you driving you meet one these and you yell at 
them – “IDIOT!”  

a. Why do you call them idiot when they cut you off? 

b. Its because they’ve lost consciousness of where they are? 

c. They’re not all alone. 

d. They lack consciousness of others around them. 

X. This is “That Man” - He talks to himself, plans for himself, parties with himself, 
and congratulates himself. There’s no one else in his story. 

Y. There’s such a powerful temptation to see a reflection only of ourselves when 
we think about our money and material possessions.  

Slide #13 – Point #1 w/first Lie 

Z. So, how do we guard our hearts from the virus? Here’s the first thing… 

1. Recognize The Lies 

A. Lie #1: More fills me up. 

1. The barn-again guy thinks that with more he’ll be merry. 

2. He talks about eating, drinking and being merry when he can get a 
bigger barn.   

3. But I think we all know this truth –  

 Material provision don’t meet the needs of the soul and a Full barn don’t 
mean full hearts. 

Slide #14 – Add Lie #2 

B. Lie #2: More guarantees I’ve got a future. 

1. The barn-again guy has stuff laid up for many years. 

2. But there’s no guarantee he’ll be around to enjoy it. 
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Slide #15 – Add Lie #3 

C. Lie #3: More means more for me.  

1. That’s what he’s thinking – He’s completely consumed with himself. 

2. And if were truthful – we’ve all said to ourselves, “what would I do if I 
just had a little extra?” 

3. That’s not how God sees it according to Jesus. 

4. The barn-again guy’s mistake was thinking strictly in terms of “mine” 
and instead of thinking … 

5. What if my extra could be put toward the thought… 

6. “How can I be rich toward God?” 

D. By the way, isn’t it interesting that we rarely have to teach our children to say 
the word “mine.” But you do have to teach them to say “thank you”.   

E. We learn early to grasp.  

F. But letting go? 

G. That’s something that’s taught and learned. 

H. And it’s something that Jesus wants to lead us into.   

I. Which leads me to the next thing when it comes to how we guard our heart 
from the virus.  

J. And that brings us to our next point and our next story… 

K. How do we guard against the virus???  

Slide #16 – Point #2  

2. Acknowledge Our Anxieties  

A. It’s interesting what Jesus says immediately after the story He tells. 

Slide #17 through #19 - Scripture 

B. Luke 12:22 –31.  

And he said to his disciples, “Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about 
your life, what you will eat, nor about your body, what you will put on. For 
life is more than food, and the body more than clothing. Consider the ravens: 
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they neither sow nor reap, they have neither storehouse nor barn, and yet 
God feeds them. Of how much more value are you than the birds!   

#18 

“And which of you by being anxious can add a single hour to his span of life?  
If then you are not able to do as small a thing as that…, why are you anxious 
about the rest? Consider the lilies, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin, 
yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these.   

#19 

“But if God so clothes the grass, which is alive in the field today, and 
tomorrow is thrown into the oven, how much more will he clothe you, O you 
of little faith! And do not seek what you are to eat and what you are to drink, 
nor be worried.  

#20 

“For all the nations of the world seek after these things, and your Father 
knows that you need them. Instead, seek his kingdom, and these things will 
be added to you.”  

Slide #21 – Blank Slide 

C. Jesus follows up His teaching on the barns, by talking about anxiety.  

D. Why? 

E. Because at the root of greed, grasping, and covetousness isn’t just a wrong 
assumption about what makes for a satisfying life.  

F. It’s anxiety.   

G. 3 different times Jesus uses the word “anxiety” and then another time He 
uses the word “worry.” 

H. At the root of greed, grasping, and covetousness - is fear.  

I. The anxiety is wrapped up in this - there’s no one else out there looking out 
for ME. 

J. If it’s to be, it’s up to me. There’s ANXIETY – and there’s FEAR 

K. People are scared.  

L. It’s amazing that Jesus is saying this because – Of course there’s anxiety. 

M. They are poor – They are not like us.  
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N. They may only have one other change of clothes 

O. They are literally living Day – to Day. 

P. I wanna say to Jesus, “let’s cut them a break!” 

Q. Wouldn’t you be stress, anxious and fearful? 

R. But Jesus is going somewhere with them… 

S. Now this is a huge thing particularly for the people listening to Jesus.  

T. So many of them are living day-to-day.   

I don’t know how many of you have ever been there. I know some have and 
some are.  

Maybe you’re a single parent raising multiple kids on a limited income. The 
transmission goes out, or a child gets sick, or you get laid off and all it takes 
is two weeks to go into a deep hole - and you are so far behind and don’t 
know what you are going to do. There is nothing in savings, it’s all been 
depleted.  This is real life for many people today and I bet you know someone 
that lives like this and don’t even know it. 

There are a number of business owners out there, who pay their employees 
at the end of every day so that they can go home and care for their children 
and themselves as they literally live - day-to-day.   

U. This kind of stress and despair captures the dynamic that most people in 
Jesus’ day were living in. 

V. It’s easy to be anxious.  

W. And this leads us to the 3rd thing that has to do with guarding our hearts 
from the virus. 

Slide #22 – Point #3 

3.  We Need to …See God the Way Jesus Sees Him – As “Our Father.” 

A. One of the ways we deal with our anxiety is by focusing on God as our Father. 

B. To anyone who is terrified about tomorrow, Jesus wants to remind them that 
God is already there. IN YOUR TOMORROW… He’s already there! 

Slide #23 - Scripture  

C. “. . . your Father knows . . . .” (Luke 12:30) 
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D. How we desperately need those words that are printed on our dollar bills, 
engraved upon our hearts – “In God We Trust.” 

E. And speaking of trust, good fathers don’t give us everything we want, but 
they do give us everything we need. 

F. If I’m honest, a lot of our anxieties are wrapped up in whether or not we’ll 
get what we want.  

G. For many of us what we need is not enough for us. 

H. And you know what that is?  That is a spiritual problem.   

Slide #24 – Blank Slide 

I think of a guy who went to spend a summer with monks at a monastery.  It 
was only going to be a 40-day retreat.  The monk that was serving as the 
guy’s host that first day said, “If you have a desire for anything while you’re 
here, let me know. And I’ll teach you how to live without it.”  

I. We could all use some of that. 

Slide #25 - Scripture 

J. You know you’re getting somewhere with your relationship with money when 
you can say what Paul says in I Timothy 6:6 – But godliness with 
contentment is great gain.  

K. Seeing God as Father- and learning to trust Him - has everything to do with 
the next thing.  

L. How do you guard your heart from the virus? 

Slide #26 – Point #4 w/Scripture 

4. Seek The Kingdom With What We Have. 

A. Jesus says in Luke 12:31 – “Instead, seek His kingdom . . . .” 

B. So what does that mean? 

C. Ask yourself these questions.  

1. What does the King want?  

2. What’s the will of the King?  

3. What are the desires of the King? 
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D. Remember what we talked about in the sermon on the Lord’s Prayer in Luke 
11? 

E. I told you to let your mind wonder to the thought of what things would look 
like if things on earth were like things in Heaven. 

F. What would it look like for God to get what he wants in the gospels and 
throughout the new testament? 

G. Because…through the gospels and the New Testament you’ll see two big 
priorities of the King. 

1. That people in need are provided for. 

2. That people have the opportunity to hear the message of Jesus and 
become followers of Him.  

H. Let me ask you a practical question???  

Can someone look at my bank account or how I use my resources and tell that I’m 
being rich toward God and what He wants? 

Don’t answer that saying, “Well this is what I’m going to do!”  

NO!  Look back to the last 6-12 months of your life and ask this question… 

Our my wants and His wants – one in the same? 

Slide #27 – Add comment 

I. Often times what we think of as our “extra” could really be the 
making for someone else’s miracle.  

J. One of the things that Jesus is trying to get them to think about is this…. 

How can we be rich towards the purposes of God with what we have? 

I need to confess something here… Because I have made so many mistakes 
over the years when it comes to this.  Scratch that… I have just flat out 
sinned… when it comes to how I’ve handled money and material 
possessions.  

Sometimes were too soft on ourselves and we really just need a reality 
check! Because there are times I made mistakes and others that I did things 
that were wrong and I knew it when I was doing it…  

How many of us have been there?  Right? 
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I love this story that I heard of how one set of parents handled this. 

It tells a great story about lessons they taught their kids… 

When their boys were younger, every now and then one of them would ask 
“how come we don’t have that?” or “how come we didn’t do this?”  They 
would always respond…  

“Well we could have it, but we did something different with the money”.   

They used it as an opportunity to help them understand what it is to seek the 
kingdom with what we have. 

We need to use teaching moments like this to teach our kids and each other 
for that matter, what it means to be rich towards the things of God. 

When we do this – were actually buying their heart and they realize the 
power of that value!  

What God wants is greater than what I want… 

K. By the way, this is some of what’s at the heart of our rhythm of giving as 
believers. 

L. This is an expression of us being rich toward the purposes of God through 
this community of faith.  

HAITI DONATION 

M. To look out and see the fruits of this church family being rich towards the 
purposes of God…  

N. It just blows me away!!! 

O. And this spirit isn’t just a blessing and protection for the “others”… 

P. …It’s also a way we contend against being ruled by the “barn-again” 
mentality in our lives.  

Q. Because it’s so easy to be possessed by our possessions. 

R. It’s so easy to be mastered by our money or our fears about our money.  

Slide #28 – Blank Slide 

Let me tell you about a California preacher - Dr. Kenneth Ulmer serves at a 
church in Los Angeles.  He tells the story about being in college and taking a 
course but never showing up for class except on the first day and the last day 
of it.   
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The whole grade for the class was one paper that the students would work 
on all semester. Dr. Ulmer had always been a great student, and he decided 
he didn’t need to go to class.  He would just interpret the syllabus for himself 
and what the paper needed to be about.   

So, the semester passed and he turned in his paper when it was due.  He 
then showed up on the last day to get it back. The paper had some notes 
scrawled at the top of it by the professor – “Excellent writing, clear line of 
thinking, good content, fine argument, not the assignment – F.” 

There are a lot of people in our world dreaming big, working hard, writing 
their papers, and building their barns.  

But is it the assignment? 

   

S. The barn-again guy is called a fool because he succeeds at the wrong thing - 
it’s not the assignment. 

T. Sometimes we catch the virus of covetousness through a false assumption 
about what life consists of.   

U. Other times we catch it because of anxiety and fear and forgetting that God is 
our Father. 

V. And still other times we catch it because we forget the assignment – we stop 
seeking His kingdom.  

W. The great news of the gospel is that there’s still time to get back on track and 
complete the assignment. Until the Lord’s return. 

This fall, we will be offering a class here at Chesmont dealing with the 
principles of financial stewardship.  And I know that many of you have 
already taken one of these courses but I did some research and found a 
church family that offered this to their church not too long ago. 

In the report, over 250 people in the study had engaged in a financial 
stewardship course like Crown or Financial Peace University?  A number of 
them recently participated in a survey in which they shared what’s happened 
in their lives personally.   

Slide #29 - Stats 

Each household  
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- paid off an average of $46,609 in non-mortgage debt. (Twenty 
percent paid off their home mortgage) 

- Increased Savings on average by $37,300 per family 

- Now give away over 8% of their income (average American 
gives away less than 2%) 

I share that with us to encourage us that’s there’s time and there are tools to 
help us return to the assignment. 

Slide #30 – Blank Slide 

X. Because when it’s all said and done, the things that really matter, aren’t 
things at all.   

a. And speaking of the assignment, are you’re glad Jesus fulfilled His? 

b. What He gave was the makings of our miracle of our forgiveness and 
salvation. 

c. And through following Him, we find the way to transformation to the 
worlds within us and our worlds around us 

Last week I talked a lot about the demonic oppression and the power of the spirit – 
here’s the other side of that story… most people in our culture, are possessed by THIS 
spirit and they need deliverance.   

We need the house cleaned and filled and occupied with His Spirit and His is a spirit of… 
Grace and Generosity and Freedom  

Y. As our service concludes, as always we’re going to available for prayer about 
any matter including ones that we’ve been discussing today…. 

Z. But for now, we praise Him for fulfilling His assignment even as we reflect on 
ours.  

Slide #31 - Scripture 

As Paul put it – For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though 
he was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so that you through his 
poverty might become rich. (2 Corinthians 8:9) 

Slide #32 – Communion 
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So as we ponder His extravagant grace in our life – I leave you with one 
question to ponder… 

Communion – 

What do you think it means for you to be rich toward God and seek His 
kingdom with what you have? 

Let’s Pray… 

Lord I thank you for your presence in this place and in every home and place 
that my voice is being heard right now. 

I thank You for your love and your mercy  

I thank you for loving us enough to tell us the whole truth – and we just say, 
having been in the grip of the virus of aggressively grasping for more in or 
lives, we just want to be free, and we long to live with the freedom of radical 
generosity – to seek Your kingdom in how we relate to our resources and our 
material possessions  

Lord – to follow you Jesus – who became poor in sense – so that all of us – 
through your sacrifice might become rich. 

We seek to tell this story in our own lives.  

In Your name – AMEN! 
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