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 INTRODUCTION 

I Everybody’s Got A Plan 

A.It was the former heavyweight Mike Tyson that said, 
“Everybody has a plan until they get punched in the 
face.”  

B. I feel that way when it comes to our journey through 
the Gospel of Luke. 

C.It’s been punching me in the face but in a good way.   

D.So this weekend we are in what is called “Palm Sunday”. 
That is the Sunday before Easter and reminds us of the 
story Jesus’ triumphal entrance into the City of 
Jerusalem. 

E.We have a lot recorded in scripture about this week and 
we have even more books and commentaries about the 
week in history. 

Slide #1a – Title Slide 

F. One of my favorites to re read this time of year is Max 
Lucado’s book, “And The Angels Were Silent”. It's a 
journey over this “Holy Week” and stories to help us 
focus on Jesus’ last days before the cross. 

Slide #1b – Title Slide 
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G.Another one of Max’s books talks about the last day in 
this week.  The day we have come to call today, “Good 
Friday” - The book is called - “Six Hours One Friday” 

H.I’m telling you this now because I want you praying for 
who you’re going to invite to be with us at our 
“Facebook Live” Easter weekend worship.  

I. As for now, go ahead and turn to page 78 in your Luke 
Scripture journals which is also Luke 9:57-62. 

J. We won’t be covering as big of a section of Luke as we 
have been in previous weekends because of the nature 
of what’s in this section.    

K.The last couple of weeks we bit into some pretty big 
sections.  I don’t know about you, but I was like the big 
bad wolf at the end of the teachings, huffing and 
puffing.  

L. So its good that were slowing down this week because… 

M.This passage contains one of the most challenging 
teachings of Jesus.  

BODY 

II The Mortality Rate Of College Students Grandmothers 

A.Now normally this time of year we would be talking 
about Spring Break.  This year is a little different 
because of the “Stay at Home” orders.  
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B.But I have to tell you a funny story about the mortality 
rate of college students’ grandmothers.  

Slide #2 - Picture 

There’s a professor named Dan Ariely who’s 
written a book (picture) - “The Honest Truth About 
Dishonesty: How We Lie To Everyone – Especially 
Ourselves.”  

He talks about our tendency to be dishonest 
when we're in a tough spot. For instance he noticed 
that over his years of teaching, there seems to be a 
rash of deaths among students’ relatives at the end 
of the semester – right before term papers were 
due and final exams are given. Take a guess as to 
which relative most often dies? The grandmother.  

A student’s grandmothers are 19 times more 
likely to die before a final exam than any other 
time of the year. And grandmothers of students 
who are not doing well in class are at even higher 
risk. Students who are failing are 50 times more 
likely to lose Grandma than non-failing students. 
The greatest predictor of mortality among senior 
citizens in our day ends up being their 
grandchildren's GPAs. Ariely jokes that if you’re a 
grandmother one of the most dangerous you can 
do is let your grandchild go to college.  

Slide #3 Blank Slide 
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C.All that is really “tongue and cheek” 

D.We all know what it is to try and come up with excuses 
or reasons for not doing something or putting off 
something – particularly when we’re in a tough spot.   

E.And this is true even when it comes to our relationship 
with Jesus.   

F. We’re in a part of the gospel of Luke where the crowds 
around Jesus are growing significantly.   

G.And how could they not after seeing Him do everything 
they’ve seen Him do as we’ve seen ourselves in the 
previous chapters? 

a. He’s raised the dead. 

b.He showed that He has authority over the demons.   

c. He has directed fish to swim into commercial 
fishermen’s nets.  

d.He’s healed people up close - he’s healed people 
from a far off.  

e. He multiplies food supplies. 

f. He shows that He has authority of weather patterns 
- wind and waves. 

H.How could he not be the most popular person in the 
middle east at this moment. 

 4



I. But there’s a difference between -  in the crowd around 
Jesus for a time and following Him beyond the crowd 
for good.   

J. What’s happening is that many in the crowd are 
following Him when He comes into their town or region, 
but then He’ll leave and go to another area and they 
won’t go with Him.  

K.But then there are those who will follow Jesus when He 
leaves their area. 

L. These are what you would call “disciples” of Jesus in the 
story of Luke. 

M.These are people who aren’t just following Jesus while 
He’s in their town. 

N.But these are people who go on to follow Jesus after He 
leaves town.   

O.They’re rearranging their life around following Jesus 
wherever He goes.  

P. When you’re reading in Luke about Jesus calling 
someone to follow Him or of people saying “Lord, I’m 
going to follow you” this is what “following” means. 

Q.It’s saying, “I am going to rearrange my life so that I 
can follow YOU!” 

R.The text we’re about to read revolves around this idea 
of following Jesus.  
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S. In fact, the word “follow” is used 3 times in this short 5 
verse passage.  

T. And this passage is about 3 different people and how 
Jesus responds to them when the subject of following 
Him comes up.  

U.In this story Jesus addresses some common barriers 
that people face to following Him.  

V.  And when I talk about following Him - I’m not talking 
about a one time decision that you made -10 -20-30 
years ago  A formal decision -  

W.Don’t get me wrong - that’s an important decision - the 
BIGGEST you’ll ever make. 

X.What we're talking about here is making that same 
statement everyday.  Making that same decision each 
and every day as we follow Him.  

Y. We are all going to experience challenges as we follow 
Jesus.  

Z.Now, let me say one more thing about what we are 
about to read.  

AA. Remember that in Luke Jesus often speaks to more 
than just what people are saying. 

BB. Over and over, we’ve seen Jesus answer questions 
and address what people are thinking behind what they 
are saying.  
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CC. The reason I say that is because Jesus’ responses that 
He gives to each person seem to be responding to 
something different from what they’re saying with their 
mouth.  

DD. It would be like a professor knowing there’s probably 
another reason other than your grandmother dying that 
you didn’t turn the paper in or show up for the exam. 

EE. And how He responds reveals something to what it 
means to follow Him.     

III First Conversation 

Slide #4 - Scripture 

A.Luke 9:57-58 

As they were going along the road, someone 
said to him, “I will follow you wherever you go.” 
And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes, and birds 
of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has 
nowhere to lay his head.”  

B.The first one that comes to Jesus here says he’ll go 
wherever Jesus goes.  

C.Jesus in essence says, “Following me everywhere means 
having nowhere to lay your head.”  

D.It’s interesting that this story comes on the heels of 
Jesus and His disciples being turned away from a 
Samaritan village that wanted nothing to do with Him. 

E.They wouldn’t even let Him stay in town.  
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F. Jesus wants this first person to understand that at that 
moment He can’t promise certain securities about the 
future.  

G.Jesus doesn’t have a permanent home at this point in 
time. 

H.He’s on the move. 

I. In the next chapter, He’ll send 72 of His disciples out to 
proclaim the kingdom of God and heal the sick.  

J. He says He’s sending them out as a lamb among wolves 
– that’s not very promising about security or comfort. 

K.He then goes on to say they travel very light and they 
won’t always know where they’re going to stay – that’s 
not very promising either about security or comfort.   

L. Following Jesus means following Him even though you 
won’t have all of your questions answered about the 
things that give you a sense of security.   

M.Will you still follow Him? 

Slide #5 – Blank Slide 

A little while back I was fascinated to read 
about an organization called “Mars One” which is 
working on establishing a human colony on Mars 
by 2027.  They plan to send four pioneers as a test 
group and then to add another four volunteers 
every two years.  
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They would have to be highly resourceful 
individuals, since they will need to serve farmers, 
doctors, and engineers early-on. One of the most 
interesting things about this project is that to sign 
on you are doing so with the knowledge that there 
are no return flights.  

Since a one-way trip takes seven months and 
costs a small fortune, the volunteers need to be 
willing to die on Mars. Despite this pre-requisite, 
Mars One has had no problem attracting "highly 
educated people willing to die on another planet.” 
There were more than 200,000 video applications. 
After much meticulous screening over the last 
couple of years, they’ve been whittled down to 100 
candidates. 

N.I found it stunning that as many as 200,000 applied to 
do this with no promise that they’d ever be back and in 
fact facing the greater probability that they would die 
there. 

O.They think it’s still worth it with no guarantee of 
returning.  

P. Some things are worth doing even with some questions 
about the future going unanswered.  

Q.And this is particularly true when it comes to following 
Jesus.  
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At the National Zoo in Washington D.C.  I was 
fascinated to learn about the African Impala. They 
say the African Impala can jump to a height of over 
10 feet – meaning they can clear a basketball goal 
with their feet!  And in terms of distance they can 
cover as much as 30 feet at a time.  

What’s funny though is that they keep this 
incredible animal enclosed in a zoo with nothing 
more than a 3-foot wall.  This is because an impala 
won’t jump if they can’t see where their feet will 
fall.  And that’s the way they’ve designed the 
enclosure.   

A creature with the capacity to clear an NBA 
basketball goal and cover 30 feet at a time in 
distance, kept in check by a three-foot wall? 

But I empathize with the impala when it comes 
to my willingness to follow Jesus. If I’m adamant 
that I’m not going to move until I know the 
particulars of the outcome then I’m going to settle 
for much less behind some pretty flimsy 
enclosures. 

R.Some people are so preoccupied with where they’ll land 
that they never get off the ground with Jesus. 

IV Second Conversation 

Slide #6 - Scripture 

A.Luke 9:59-60  
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To another he said, “Follow me.” But he said, 
“Lord, let me first go and bury my father.” And 
Jesus said to him, “Leave the dead to bury their 
own dead. But as for you, go and proclaim the 
kingdom of God.” 

B.That seems pretty harsh! 

C.In Jewish culture, burying one’s father was considered a 
son’s holiest calling.  

D.Was Jesus really encouraging him to dis his dad’s 
funeral? 

E.2000 years separate us from this story and there are 
some things people back then would understand about 
what’s going here that we don’t.  

F. Burials were 7-day events back then for the Jewish 
culture.   

G.It’s highly unlikely this man would even be around Jesus 
to begin with or out in public crossing paths with Jesus 
had his dad just died. 

H.Because a son was pretty much present with his father’s 
body and the family for the entire 7 days. 

I. It’s more like he’s saying that that he’ll follow Jesus 
when his dad’s dead and buried. 

J. And – really what’s he’s NOT saying is  – “And when I 
get my inheritance. 

K.But for Jesus, the time to follow Him is now.  
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L. Whereas the first conversation Jesus has - speaks to our 
desire to have certain questions about the future to be 
answered before we follow Him, this second 
conversation at the very least speaks to our desire to 
get all our circumstances just like we want them before 
we follow Him.  

M.EXAMPLE 

N.You don’t get your ducks in a row and THEN you follow 
Jesus - You follow Jesus because He’s the only one that 
can truly and completely line up your ducks. 

O.But this second conversation also addresses something 
else.  

P. Jesus considers the call to follow Him as taking priority 
even over one’s relationship with their parents. 

Q.Does Jesus want us to honor our parents? 

R.Absolutely – He saw that His own mother was taken 
care of even as He lay dying on the cross.  

S. But He also knew what it was to be faithful to God’s call 
for Him even when His own mother didn’t understand 
Him and didn’t even want Him to go to the Cross. 

T. Now while I’m on this subject, let me go ahead and pull 
on a thread we see in Luke with Jesus that’s quite 
challenging in which He calls us to place Him above all 
relationships.    

Slide #7 - Scripture 
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U.Later in Luke 14:25-27 we read this –  

Now great crowds accompanied him, and he 
turned and said to them, “If anyone comes to me 
and does not hate his own father and mother and 
wife and children and brothers and sisters, yes, and 
even his own life, he cannot be my disciple. 
Whoever does not bear his own cross and come 
after me cannot be my disciple.”  

V. The word “hate” coming out of Jesus’ mouth can be 
troubling.  

W.Is Jesus out to wreck our relationships? Not at all! 

1. Because Jesus elsewhere talks about us loving our 
neighbor as ourselves, we see Him caring for and 
providing for His own mother even at His moment 
of death.  

2.We also remember what the apostle Paul said in I 
Timothy 5 about the importance of caring for our 
parents and grandparents and that if anyone 
doesn’t care for their own family they are worse 
than an unbeliever. 

3. SO WHATS JESUS SAYING HERE? 

Slide #8 – With These Things In Mind . . .  

4. With these things in mind, we have to realize Jesus 
is not calling us to animosity toward any of our 
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relationships but to prioritize Him over all 
relationships.  

5. The truth is you don’t find Jesus talking much 
about us choosing Him over the devil – that’s 
obvious. 

6.He talks more about choosing Him even over the 
best of our relationships.  

7. But here’s the deal.  

8. It’s for the best of our relationships.  

Slide #9 – WTTIM #2 

9.We choose Jesus over the best of our relationships 
for the best of our relationships.  

Slide #10 – Add WTTIM #3 

10.Jesus taking priority over our relationships won’t 
ruin them – it’s our only real hope for saving them.  

11.Because following Jesus will make us into the kind 
of person that people want to be in a relationship 
with all the more.  

12.Following Jesus over the long haul will make one a 
better husband, wife, son, daughter, brother and 
sister and a better friend.  

13.Why?  

14.Because we’re becoming like Jesus ourselves – 
that’s what it means to be His disciple. 
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15.Jesus wasn’t always understood, many thought He 
was crazy at times – but nobody was more humble, 
selfless, or a better lover of people than Jesus 
Himself.  

16.I know this series in Luke is taking a while, and 
some might be thinking – “When are talk about 
something more relevant - like relationships?” 

17.Oh, we'll get back to that.  Don’t worry - I’ll be 
back meddling in your life and relationships in just 
a little while.  

18.BUT - DON”T ASSUME THAT THIS ISN’T 
RELEVANT> 

19.Selfishness is what kills most relationships 
and following Jesus will kill the thing that 
kills most relationships.  

20.Among the greatest of gifts I can give people in 
my life is actually putting Jesus before them.  

21.Because if I’m following Him, He’ll lead me to the 
kind of life where I put them before me.  

Slide #11 – Blank Slide 

U.Having said all of that, though, there are times when 
believers are in tough spots with their closest 
relationships because of their priority of Jesus above all.  

I think about Allen Mosac, a minister in South 
Africa who years ago disagreed with the nation’s 
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policy on apartheid. He was arrested and thrown in 
prison and was ostracized by many in his family 
who had no problem with apartheid.    

He wrote, “It’s not easy to stand before a 
government which has authority to throw you in 
prison look at them and say that you must obey 
God rather than them. But it’s infinitely more 
difficult to look at ones you love who love you and 
care for you and say to them, ‘I must obey God 
rather than please you.’” 

V. Even Jesus Himself went through this.  

W.Not even His own family wanted Him to go to the cross 
– they thought He was crazy at one point and even tried 
to take charge of Him.  

X.But He stayed the course and wound up saving them in 
ways they couldn’t even imagine. 

Y. And then there’s one last conversation Luke tells us 
about.  

V 3rd Conversation 

Slide #12 - Scripture 

A.Luke 9:61-62 

Yet another said, “I will follow you, Lord, but 
let me first say farewell to those at my home.” 
Jesus said to him, “No one who puts his hand to the 
plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God.”  
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B.What in the world is up with Jesus?  Did He wake up on 
the wrong side of the bed? 

C.WHAT’S HAPPENING? 

D.Does Jesus really have a problem with saying “goodbye” 
to people you’ve done life with because you’re moving?  

E.The truth is, He probably sees something else at work.  

F. Perhaps Jesus knows that it’s more than - saying 
farewell for this man. 

G.To Jesus it’s like putting one’s hand to the plow and 
looking back.  

H.What does that mean?   

Slide #13 Blank Slide 

When I worked on my uncles farm in high 
school he would occasionally let me drive the 
tractor when it was time to turn over the cotton 
fields.  You would think it’s easy to plow in a 
straight line with a machine but it’s not. I can’t 
imagine what it would be like with an animal. One 
thing’s for sure you can’t look back and plow a 
straight line.  

Maybe you can’t relate to that.  but you can to 
something like singing a solo or saying a speech in 
public or even shooting a free throw. You can’t sing 
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or say the present line or make that shot - while 
being preoccupied with a past line.   

I. To Jesus this wasn’t about really saying farewell. 

J. At the very least, for this man going back may have 
carried with it the potential of cultivating a divided 
heart.   

K.At the very worst, going back may have been about the 
potential that he would never come back.  

I think about this and I think about what 
Hernan Cortez did. He was the Spanish explorer 
who landed in Mexico in 1519 with 600 other 
soldiers.  Spain had tried to establish a hold there 
before but didn’t succeed.  The Aztecs would scare 
them away.   

At some point Cortez decided that the only way 
they were going to take Mexico was if they had no 
option for leaving.  So he gave the order for his 
men to burn their own ships sitting off the coast.  
So all of his men woke up the next morning to see 
everyone of their ships ablaze.  

The Spaniards would either establish 
themselves in Mexico or die trying. There was no 
other option. There was no going back.  

Slide #14 – Takeaway w/Scripture 

I’ll Leave You with Takeaway 
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• Jesus Doesn’t Give Us The Option To Follow Him On 
Our Terms. 

A.On two occasions Jesus hears this, “Lord, let me 
first…..” (vs.59) and “I will follow you, Lord, but 
let me first….” (vs.61) 

B.But Jesus is not negotiating. 

C.I’m struck by the words in those statements – “Lord” 
and “me first.” 

D.Therein, is the war, isn’t it?   

E.But He’s not negotiating any more than an emergency 
room doctor is when someone’s life is in jeopardy. 

F. And our lives are. 

G.He’s not out to ruin us. 

H.He’s out to save us – and not just our souls beyond the 
grave but our life before the grave.  

I. That’s why He said earlier in Luke 5 – “it’s not the 
healthy who need a doctor but the sick…I’ve come to 
call the sick”.  

J. That’s why He said earlier in Luke 9 – “whoever loses 
their life for Him will save it”.  

K.When Jesus calls, life, healing, and wholeness is calling. 
IT’S CALLING! 
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L. How do you tend to finish that statement – “Lord, let 
me first…..” 

M.What comes after that for you?
___________________________ 

N.Which one of these things have had a tendency to be a 
barrier to following Jesus in your life in some particular 
way? 

Slide #15 - Barriers 

*Have you had too much of a preoccupation 
with comfort and security? 

*Have you been waiting for “all the 
circumstances to be right?”  

*Have you been waiting for all the people in 
your life to understand/approve? 

*Have you been returning to ships that should 
be burned by now? 

O.Maybe you had an affair with somebody.  And you’re 
maintaining to everyone else that the affair is over but 
you can still have a friendship.  And I’m here to tell you 
- you can’t - and that ship needs to be burned. 

P. Maybe you are dealing with a some kind of 
addiction and you keep telling yourself - “If I can just 
refrain from it for awhile, I can get past the addiction 
and then Maybe bring it back into my life. The reality is 
- YOU CAN’T!  That ships gotta burn! 
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Q.We all have situations in our lives that we keep telling 
ourselves, “Maybe I can handle that.” When in reality - 
that ships gotta burn! You can’t go back. 

R.Maybe one of these is convicting you right now.  Which 
one of these is your… “Let me first?”  

a. Issues with comfort and security 

b.Waiting for circumstances  

c. Waiting for people to approve. 

d.Or maybe that old ship that just needs to be 
Burned. 

S.But not only is life, healing, and wholeness calling – 
being used by Him -  He wants us to help others 
experience life and healing and wholeness is calling. 

Slide #16 - Scripture 

T. I find it interesting that in the very next story Jesus tells 
His disciples in Luke 10:2 – . . . “The harvest is 
plentiful, but the laborers are few.”  

U.Is one of the reasons why there are so few because 
some of us are still trying to negotiate with Jesus 
instead of just getting on with it and following Him?  

V. They’re all back there saying – “Lord, Let me first!” 

W.Following Jesus is learning to replace “yes, but…” 
with “yes, Lord.” 

Slide #17 – Add Scripture 
 21



X.Even Jesus Himself knew this experience when He was 
on His face in Gethsemane and said to His Father – “…
not my will, but yours, be done.” (Luke 22:42) 

Y. It’s because He first said “yes” that we even have an 
opportunity to say “yes” and it make a difference today.   

Z.So how about it? 

Slide #18 – Communion Question 

AA.Communion  

*What is one thing that you know it’s time to 
move from “yes, but” to “yes, Lord”? 

REPEAT… 

I tell you what… I know its challenging but there’s life - healing 
and wholeness calling. 

Thats why this isn’t Priceline and Jesus isn’t William Shatner - 
And He’s not negotiating  

Life - Healing - Wholeness are calling… 

What’s that one thing you need to move from “Yes, but” to 
“yes. Lord”? 

Lets reflect on that as we take communion… 
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PRAYER 

Lord, I thank You for Your presence right now. You are so 
patient with us… 

I think of all the times that I’ve said “Yes, But!” To you… 

There are all the times that I have said “Lord, let me first….” 

Lord I want to follow You more the way You have loved me… 

I want to follow You more unconditionally - to where I do what 
You ask me to do - and I don’t delay. 

I seize the moment and make “RIGHT NOW” Sacred RIGHT 
NOW! Just as You did Jesus when You said Yes to Your Father… 

And because You said Yes - all of us have the opportunity for 
Forgiveness - Renewal and Restoration  

We eat and drink to these realities and ask that You would use 
our new Yes’s  - from this point forward - Through Christ…. 
AMEN!
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