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Slide #1 – Title Slide 

 INTRODUCTION 

I Millennials and Stick Shifts 

A. Welcome back to our journey through the Gospel of Luke. 

B. We are on page 74 in our Gospel of Luke Scripture journals which is also  
Luke 9:28.  

C. I want to begin by showing you two pictures.   

Slide #2 - Picture 

D. (picture of Jeep with the “millennial” anti-theft device) 

1. What a difference a few decades makes.   

2. The younger a driver you are, the greater the chance is you don’t 
know what that picture is on the spare tire covering.  

3. Two phrases a number of you won’t understand. 

a. 3 on the Tree 

b. 4 on the Floor 

Slide #3 - Picture 

E.  (picture of the little boy showing the video to his puppy) 

Slide #4 – Blank Slide 

1. This is a little boy who had told his dad that he wanted to train his 
puppy and his dad said there were lots of dog training videos on 
YouTube.  

2. So here he is, showing the videos to his dog.  

F. The first picture just reminds us that all it takes is a few decades to pass for 
one generation to not understand something that’s taken for granted by 
another generation. 

1. So just imagine what it’s like for us to read the stories of Scripture that 
are two thousand years old. 

2. There are things we read in the gospel of Luke today that we’re like 
“What? That doesn’t make sense – we don’t get it!” that made perfect 
sense back then to people.    
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3. One of my roles to help us have an understanding of what was going 
on then so that we can better appreciate and apply what it is we’re 
reading.  

G. The second picture of the boy showing training videos to the dog reminds us 
how many different ways our kids can hear something we say.   

1. This also happened with Jesus’ first disciples.  

2. He would say things and they would jump to all kinds of conclusions. 

3. That’s why Jesus would say things over and over and in different ways. 

4. He wanted them to understand before jumping to any more 
conclusions. 

H. So last weekend we talked about the trouble Jesus’ disciples were having with 
understanding what Jesus had come to do.  

I. They had the right title for Him – they knew He was “the Christ” – the 
Messiah and yet they were jumping to all kinds of conclusions. 

Slide #5 - Scripture 

J. But then He told them what His job description was in Luke 9:22 – 

“. . . the Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by 
the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed…..”  

K. And that was not what they were expecting to hear.  

L. Someone with His kind of miraculous power should be headed for a throne 
and taking them with Him, not a cross.  

M. When Jesus said this, it didn’t compute. 

N. They were like some millennials or even younger looking at a stick shift  

O. His suffering, rejection and death wasn’t even on their radar. 

P. Now let me ask you a question.  

Q. Has someone you’ve spent time with ever done or said something so different 
from what you expected of them – that it made you question if they were 
really were who you thought they were?  

a. Dating 

b. Business 

R. I believe this is what that moment did for the disciples when Jesus for the 
first time told them He was going to suffer, be rejected, and die.  
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S. There would be other moments in the future where Jesus would say or do 
something so unexpected it would make them question if He really was the 
One.   

T. And this is why what happens next was so important for them. Now were 
ready. 

BODY 

II A Mountain Top Experience 

Slide #6 - Scripture 

A. Luke 9:28 –  

Now about eight days after these sayings he took with him Peter 
and John and James and went up on the mountain to pray. And as he 
was praying, the appearance of his face was altered, and his clothing 
became dazzling white.  

B. What’s going on here? 

1. Matthew and Mark also tell this story and they use the word 
“transfigured.” 

2. The actual Greek word there is the word for metamorphosis.  

3. The best way to describe this is think in terms of a caterpillar 
becoming a butterfly – that’s an image associated with this term. 

4. At some point the butterfly emerges from a cocoon.   

5. In a sense Jesus for a few moments sheds his earth suit – to speak – 
and He’s seen in his heavenly glory.   

6. He’s transfigured.   

C. Note that this happens while He’s praying. 

Slide #7 - Scripture 

D. Luke 9:30-31 – 

And behold, two men were talking with him, Moses and Elijah, 
who appeared in glory and spoke of his departure, which he was about 
to accomplish at Jerusalem.  

E. Say what? 

F. Jesus is in a conversation with Moses and Elijah? 

G. Moses died perhaps 1400 years earlier and Elijah 900 years earlier.  
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H. And yet here they are very much alive!  

I. Why Moses and Elijah? 

J. How did they know who they were?  

K. Maybe they had pictures of them on their iPhones. 

L. I think its because they are two of the most respected figures among the 
Jews from the stories of the Old Testament. 

M. Moses was the great Lawgiver and Elijah the greatest of prophets in the Old 
Testament.   

a. Who’s the LAW GIVER?  Moses 

b. Who’s the great PROPHET?  Elijah 

N. What’s going on here? 

1. Jesus is being revealed as being connected with two of the Jewish 
spiritual giants. 

2. He’s being seen in the context of the faith they grew up with. 

O. And did you note what they’re talking about? 

1. They’re talking about Jesus’s departure which He was about to 
accomplish in Jerusalem.  

2. Now it’s interesting that the word for “departure” there in the original 
language of the gospel of Luke – the Greek language – is the word 
exodos.   

3. That’s the word from which we get the term “exodus.” 

4. Now does that term ring any bells? 

5. Of course, the term “exodus” happens to be the name of the second 
book of the Old Testament which it tells the story of God delivering the 
Jews from bondage to the Egyptians. 

6. They are led on an exodus out of Egyptian bondage by Moses.    

7. By the way, do you remember what happened the night before the 
Israelites left Egypt? 

8. That was the night known as the Passover - when a lamb was slain 
and its blood was spread over their doorposts.  

9. And all within a home marked by that blood were spared from death 
that night – and the angel of judgement passed over them. 
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10.The next morning they were led on an exodus out of Egypt.  

11.Now Jesus is talking with Moses and Elijah about His exodus. 

12.Though nobody understands it at this moment – He would be the 
lamb that would be slain. 

13.And all who would come under His blood would be delivered from 
something far greater than Egypt or Rome. 

14.They would be delivered from their sins.   

15.But we’re getting so far ahead of ourselves here.  

P. So what’s the big deal about Jesus discussing His departure – His exodus 
from Jerusalem with Moses and Elijah? 

1. Think about what Jesus just told his disciples in the previous story – 
that he’s going to suffer, be rejected, and die and how mind blowing 
that probably was for them.  

2. Now Moses and Elijah are in a conversation with Jesus about it!  

Slide #8 – Blank Slide 

Q. What does that mean? 

1. This must really be part of a divine plan – and the heroes of the Jewish 
faith are in on it.  

2. Jesus suffering, being rejected, and dying are all part of the plan.  

3. This is what so much of everything that was going on in the Old 
Testament was pointing to.  

4. MAYBE - Jesus isn’t off his rocker after all.  

III Fully Awake 

A. Luke then cuts to what the disciples are doing.  

Slide #9 - Scripture 

B. Luke 9:32 – 

Now Peter and those who were with him were heavy with sleep, 
but when they became fully awake they saw his glory and the two men 
who stood with him.  

C. So Peter and his buddies fall asleep at first while Jesus is praying!    
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D. But note what Luke then says – “when they became fully awake they saw his 
glory.” 

E. It isn’t until they’re “fully awake” that they saw His glory. 

F. This phrase just stopped me in my tracks this week. 

G. This tells me that it’s possible to sleep through His glory. 

H. It’s possible to miss the glory of God.  

I. How many times have I missed the manifestations of God’s glory all around 
me? 

J. How much have I spiritually slept through?  

K. I even think about the spiritual slumber that our culture is in.  

L. That people can look AT Jesus and not see the Glory IN Jesus 

M. People every day can look around and not see the glory of God in creation. 

N. It makes me ask the question,” Father, how have I been asleep to your 
glory?” 

O. And it makes me pray for myself and those around me that we can be FULLY 
awake at the presence of the glory of God. 

P. Its like Elizabeth Barrett browning says….  
“Earth is crammed with heaven, 
And every common bush afire with God, 
But only he who sees takes off his shoes; 
The rest sit round and pluck blackberries.” 

Q. The disciples wake up in time, though, to witness the glory of Jesus and the 
exchange He’s having.  

R. But Peter can only go so long before opening his mouth.  

IV Construction Project 

Slide #10 - Scripture 

A. Luke 9:33 –  

And as the men were parting from him, Peter said to Jesus, “Master 
it is good that we are here.  Let us make three tents, one for you and 
one for Moses and one for Elijah” – not knowing what he said.  
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B. This is kind of funny, Luke is saying that Peter has no idea what he’s talking 
about.  

C. Why does Peter want to launch a construction project? 

D. Because that’s what Jews did then to mark places of sacred experiences and 
moments so that they could return to those places and worship. 

E. Look at the Old Testament – Abraham and Jacob and others.  They would 
experience a moment with God – And build an alter. 

F. But God had enough of Peter talking.  

Slide #11 - Scripture 

G. Luke 9:34-36a – 

As he was saying these things, a cloud came and overshadowed 
them, and they were afraid as they entered the cloud. And a voice 
came out of the cloud, saying, “This is my Son, my Chosen One; listen 
to him!” And when the voice had spoken, Jesus was found alone.  

H. In essence God says, “Peter, just shut your mouth! Listen to Him!” 

I. “Let Him define who He is and what He came to do and let Him define you 
and what you are and what you are to do!” 

J. “You don’t need a place or another temple to encounter me – you need a 
person – and He is that person!” IT’S JESUS! 

K. “You don’t need to stay here and build monuments, you need to get moving 
and follow Him!” 

L. And then suddenly, they look around and they see no one but Jesus. 

M. That’s the idea - Jesus isn’t just connected to Moses and Elijah  

a. – He’s the One Moses and Elijah pointed to  

b. - He’s greater than Moses and Elijah! 

N. He stands alone - He’s the One! 

V Down The Mountain 

A. But they couldn’t stay on the mountain forever. 

B. This leads us to the next story in Luke 9:37-43.  
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C. They come down from the mountain the next day and are met by a great 
crowd.   

D. While Jesus and three of His disciples were on the mountain, a man had 
approached the rest of His disciples with his son who was having seizures 
that were a result of demonic oppression.  

Slide #12 - Scripture 

E. The man said in Luke 9:40-41 

“And I begged your disciples to cast it out, but they could not.”  

Jesus answered, “O faithless and twisted generation, how long am I 
to be with you and bear with you? Bring your son here.”  

F. I don’t believe Jesus is speaking so much about the father here when He 
talks about a “faithless and twisted generation.” 

G. I think He’s talking about His disciples.  

H. Which still seems pretty harsh.   

I. But Jesus had given them authority over demons earlier and they had had 
some experience with casting out demons.  

J. This one didn’t go anywhere though. 

K. Maybe this is Jesus experiencing frustration over the fact that here’s a boy 
still suffering and He had given his disciples authority to address it and he 
wasn’t any better.  

L. The father brought the boy to Jesus though. 

Slide #13 - Scripture 

M. I love those next words in the story when Jesus healed him …and gave him 
back to his father. And all were astonished at the majesty of God. 
(Luke 9:42b-43) 

N. Isn’t that something? 

O. The story begins with the disciples failing a boy who is suffering and yet in 
the end everyone winds up astonished at the majesty of God.  

P. I’ll tell you why this touches me… Because I have seen at times where the 
church has failed someone that is suffering.  
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Q. And I believe that God loves us through that… as leaders and his people I 
know that God is frustrated when we fail to “BE JESUS” to those that are 
suffering. 

R. If you’ve been failed by Jesus’ disciples or the church – don’t give up coming 
to Jesus. 

S. That father didn’t. He didn’t let the Disciples failure prevent him from bringing 
his son to Jesus. 

T. I pray that NO MATTER WHAT… you continue to come and bring those you 
love to Jesus. 

U. And I hope and pray that in the end you will be astonished at the majesty of 
God through it all.   

V. THE MAJESTY OF GOD IS NOT GOING TO BE HELD CAPTIVE TO THE 
FAILURES OF GOD’S PEOPLE 

VI In The Valley With The Disciples 

A. Now this story of the disciples not coming through for the father, actually sets 
up the next four stories Luke tells on the disciples. 

B. None of them cast a great light on the disciples. 

C. Have you ever been on a terrible streak in business or relationships or life in 
general?   

D. The disciples aren’t on the best of streaks here.  

Slide #14 – Scripture Heading 

VII Luke 9:43-45 (A Lack Of Understanding) 

A. In this first story Jesus brings up His death yet again! 

B. In fact He does it while everyone is still abuzz over Him healing the boy.  

Slide #15 - Scripture 

But while they were all marveling at everything he was doing, 
Jesus said to his disciples, “Let these words sink into your ears: The 
Son of Man is about to be delivered into the hands of men.” But they 
did not understand this saying, and it was concealed from them, so 
that they might not perceive it. (Luke 9:43b-45a) 

C. Now here you find out that God may be involved in concealing the full 
implications of what Jesus was saying. 

D. Maybe they couldn’t handle all the implications at that moment. 
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E. Have you ever been through something so hard and yet in the end it was 
good, but later you said, “I’m so glad I didn’t know how hard it was going to 
be or I would have never gone through with it”?  

F. Maybe that’s why some of what Jesus was saying was concealed. 

G. But that leads to another question.  

H. Why then would Jesus tell them this if they couldn’t understand it all? 

1. Perhaps it was to help them to at least prepare for a future that was 
not what they were expecting. 

2. Even more than that, maybe He was planting a seed in their memories 
so that later after it was all said and done – they would realize it was 
all a part of a divine plan after all.  

I. But the bottom line is – they still aren’t “getting it” at this point when it 
comes to Jesus. 

J. This isn’t all on them, but the next story is.  

Slide #16 – Scripture Heading 

VIII Luke 9:46-48 (A Lack Of Humility) 

A. In this story an argument breaks out among the disciples as to which one of 
them is the greatest. 

B. Jesus is talking about suffering and dying and they can’t get past themselves 
and keep arguing, “Who’s the Man? = Who’s the top dog?” 

C. This is what you get if you’re following someone that you don’t think is 
headed to a cross but to a throne.  

D. You’re battling for a seat at the table – a cabinet position.  

a. Peter wants to be Secretary of Defense 

b. Judas wants to be Secretary of the treasury 

c. Levi wants to head up the IRS 

d. Luke wants to be the Surgeon General 

E. Jesus then starts talking to them about welcoming children and how if you 
welcome a child you welcome Him. 

F. Why would He do that? 

G. Children in that society had no status – they couldn’t help you in any way.  
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H. Let’s face it – we’re more eager to help people who can do things for us and 
advance our personal agendas.   

I. Jesus is in essence saying, “If you want to welcome me then welcome these 
who can’t do anything for you in return.” 

J. “If you’re following me to make yourself great – you’re going to be 
disappointed because I’m headed to a cross to save people who can’t do 
anything for me in return.” 

K. Now have you ever been at a party or at a dinner where conversation got 
uncomfortable and someone was too obvious in trying to change the subject?  

L. Imagine being the preacher in the group when that happens. 

M. It’s actually kind of interesting watching people flop around and not know 
what to do. 

N. That’s what happens here. 

O. The disciple John changes the subject which brings us to the next story.  

Slide #17 – Scripture Heading 

IX Luke 9:49-50 (A Spirit Of Exclusivity) 

A. There really on a roll here. 

a. First – a lack of UNDERSTANDING 

b. Then a lack of HUMILITY 

c. Now – they find a Spirit of EXCLUSIVITY. 

B. John tells Jesus that they saw someone casting out demons in Jesus’ name 
and they tried to stop him because he wasn’t “one of us” – he wasn’t part of 
their group! 

C. This is hilarious because they couldn’t cast out a demon earlier and yet they 
are telling other people to stop who are casting out demons.  

D. They should be celebrating that there others outside of them at least 
attempting to do something that is consistent with the values of Jesus! 

E. They act as though they own the franchise for the relief of human suffering! 

F. Jesus makes it clear that they don’t own the franchise.  

G. He tells them – don’t stop those people, for the one not against you is for 
you.  
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H. By the way, this spirit of exclusivity shouldn’t be surprising because that goes 
hand in hand with lacking humility and arguing over who’s the greatest 
among yourselves.  

I. This is not just a 1st Century problem.  This is a 21st century problem and 
everyone in between and after. 

J. We see this even now. 

a. Groups judging one another 

b. Groups excluding one another  

K. It really is human nature… 

L. And when there’s a lack of humility and a spirit of exclusivity there’s a third 
thing that comes along. 

Slide #18 – Scripture Heading 

X Luke 9:51-56 (A Lack Of Mercy) 

A. This is a story where Jesus finally starts heading for Jerusalem. 

B. He’s on His way to fulfill His job description.  

C. But to do so He’s going to go through a Samaritan village on the way. 

D. The Samaritans and Jews are rivals.  (were gonna talk more about that in a 
few weeks.) 

E. They don’t want to have anything to do with Jesus because He’s on His way 
to Jerusalem and the Samaritans hate Jerusalem.  

Slide #19 - Scripture 

F. When James and John saw them turn away Jesus we read this –  

. . . “Lord, do you want us to tell fire to come down from heaven 
and consume them?” But he turned and rebuked them. And they went 
on to another village. (Luke 9:54-56) 

G. James and John want to take a flame-thrower to the place. 

H. Where did they get that idea? 

I. Well, in the Old Testament there’s a story about Elijah calling down fire from 
heaven. (2 Kings 1:10-12) 

J. And who did James and John see with Jesus on the Mount of Transfiguration? 
Elijah! 
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K. Maybe, they’re assuming Jesus is like Elijah – He’s going to do what Elijah 
does – that Elijah’s the standard for how to respond to something like this.   

L. Remember, though on the Mount of Transfiguration, it’s Elijah who disappears 
- they’re left only with Jesus and told He’s the One.  

M. And Jesus’ response isn’t fire - but mercy.  

N. Elijah is NOT the Lord of Jesus 

O. Jesus is not made in the image of Elijah. 

P. This leaves the disciples questioning… 

a. Do we model our ministry after Elijah? 

b. Do we imitate Jesus?  

Q. The church today needs to ask this question… 

a. Are we gonna be modeled after the Law? 

b. Or are we going to follow the path of Jesus? 

R. Jesus’ response isn’t FIRE – it’s MERCY! 

S. He leaves but He won’t leave the Samaritans in ashes. 

T. Maybe because He understands that He’s going to take the fire for everyone 
at the cross so that there can be grace.  

U. Before I wrap up, let me leave us with a few takeaways that connects all 
these stories.  

Slide #20 – Takeaway #1 

TAKEAWAYS 

• There Are Times When God Gives Us An Experience Of His Presence To 
Help Us When We Are Struggling With His Will. 

A. The trip up the mountain for Peter, James, and John came at a critical time.  

B. Jesus dropped His job description on them and it was nothing like they 
expected. 
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C. I believed they needed to hear the voice of God and see what they saw on 
that mountain to help them continue to follow Jesus after Jesus said what He 
said.  

D. There are times when God’s presence helps us live with God’s answers. 

E. By the way, it’s worth noting that the whole story begins with Jesus praying.  

F. Jesus is their leader and sometimes the best thing for a leader to do is pray 
for those he/she is leading who are having trouble swallowing what they are 
being taught.  

G. I also think that Jesus Himself benefitted from what happened on that 
mountain. 

H. It’s lonely doing what He’s doing – even His own disciples don’t get Him. 

I. I have to believe there was something refreshing for a few moments for Him 
to experience what He experienced on that mountain.  

J. Maybe you feel like that? 

K. Don McClaughlin paraphrased the Psalmist, “when I get to the end of me – 
that’s when I find the unending You!” 

Slide #21 – Takeaway #2 

• An Experience With God Is Meant To Strengthen Us To Follow The Call 
Beyond The Mountain. 

  

A. Some people worship an experience with God that they had in the past 
instead of following Jesus forward into the mission He has for them in the 
present and future.   

B. God won’t let Peter and the disciples built monuments up there on that 
mountain.  

C. Instead  - they follow Jesus back down the mountain.  

D. I have seen A LOT of believers that have a Mountain Top Experience with God 
and they build a tabernacle there – and they’ll camp there for 30 years.  

E. And they never take the next steps to move further into the mission that God 
has for them in the present and the future. 

F. They’re still living in the glory days of the past… 
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G. And they live their life calling for people to return to THEIR glory days of the 
past.  

H. INSTEAD – God is calling them to get “Off the mountain” 

I. There’s a NEW thing waiting. 

J. We can thank Him for that Grace in the past… 

K. But it’s time to embrace how He’s moving you forward in the present and 
beyond. 

L. And where do they go?  

M. Right into a spiritual valley to contend with the forces of darkness who are 
tormenting a father’s son. 

N. THAT’S WHY WE HAVE THE MOUNTAIN. 

O. To give you strength to go to the battle in the Valley  

P. And the journey of contending with the forces of darkness was only 
beginning.  

Slide #22 – Takeaway #3 

• An Experience With God Doesn’t Mean We’ve Arrived;  It Points More 
To His Goodness Than Ours. 

A. This is important for us to understand. 

B. Because there’ve been a fair share of believers down through the centuries 
who’ve boasted about their experiences or encounters with God and took that 
as some kind of sign that they’ve arrived spiritually. 

C. And they will judge you if you haven’t had that same experience. 

D. But experiencing God is a grace. It’s not a metal 

E. It doesn’t mean we’ve arrived or that we’re spiritually mature.  

F. Just think about what we’ve read today.   

G. After witnessing the Transfiguration the disciples fail a father, argue about 
who’s the greatest, model exclusion, and want to take a flame-thrower to 
Samaritans.  

H. They are far from having arrived spiritually.   

I. But the incredible thing about Jesus is He still is at work with them.  
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J. And that is particularly encouraging to me. 

K. Since I’m so often like the disciples.   

L. Thanks be to Jesus for His grace – for ALL of us – who are calling on Him to 
take a flame thrower to everyone else. 

M. Thanks be to Jesus wfor His grace when we have a lack of Understanding 

N. Thanks be to Jesus when we have a lack of Humility 

O. Thanks be to Jesus when He still touches us with His presence – even when 
we’re struggling to embrace his will  

P. And the church says… 

Slide #23 – Communion Slide 

Q. Communion 

*In what way do you need to grow right now as a follower of 
Jesus? Understanding? Humility? Acceptance? Mercy? 

*How “awake” are you?  

*Are there people in your life who are “blowing it” and how does 
Jesus’ example speak to you? 

Lets Pray… 

Lord, I thank You for Your presence.  

  

I thank You for Your Word.  
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I thank You Jesus that these stories about Your life have been recorded.   

They are living – breathing stories that speaking into our lives – giving us life 
and encouragement today. 

Lord I pray for a spirit of wakefulness to descend upon all of us 

Lord – we thank You for patience and mercy dealing with us – We want to be 
part of what you are doing. 

Lord, we thank You for Your grace in our lives – that not only saves us but 
empowers us – and continues to use us on a daily basis 

We pray all these things and we eat and we drink – to Your grace and Your 
mercy 

We eat and we drink to Your glory. 

We bow down before the Lamb that was slain. 

Amen! 
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