
 

Entourage 
  

2020

LEE	SCOTT	

CHESMONT	

2/23/2020

Entourage

Luke	8	



Welcome back to our journey through the gospel of Luke. We're on page 60 in our 
gospel of Luke scripture journals, and if you don't have one of these, no sweat, that's 
also known as Luke chapter 8 which is where we'll be in just a moment. I'll give you a 
second to find it. And of course, all the passages I'm walking through, and I'll be 
walking through a few of them, will also be on the screens as well.  I Want everybody 
to be able to follow along and give you a chance to do that. 

Slide #1 – Title Slide  

INTRODUCTION 

I The Source In Our Midst 

I’m reminded of a story one time of a ministry volunteer in a children’s 
worship time.  It was at check in and it was on a busy Sunday.  She was 
having difficulty, though, with our software on the computer.  So one of the 
dads checking his child in offered to help figure him out and in a flash he did. 
The volunteer said thanks and the morning went on smoothly.  

What the volunteer never realized was that particular dad was the owner of 
the software that was in churches nationwide.  Of all things, he just 
happened to have started coming to their church recently. He just humbly 
went on down the hall.  For a while they had been benefitting from the 
software and yet had no idea that the person who owned the company was 
sitting in our midst.   

A. I think about this when it comes to the impact of Jesus on our world. He's in our 
midst, and yet  

B. There's so much that we enjoy about life today in the 21st century that, believe 
it or not, Jesus is actually the source of,  

C. But so, few people realize it.   

D. If you study the development of Western civilization the last 2000 years, you'd 
be stunned to hear how much Jesus has to do with - the valuing of children and 
its development over the last 2000 years. You'd be stunned to hear how it's 
Jesus and his early followers that are, at the heart, of the whole idea of hospitals 
and orphanages.  

E. And today we come to yet another illustration of this in our journey through the 
gospel of Luke.  

F. It's a story about Jesus's relationship with women,  

G. And it's actually part of a long thread of stories that's running throughout Luke 
that I'm going to pull that thread on with you, right now, where most every 
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message so far in Luke, I've just stayed in the particular chapter we were in - as 
we're progressing through it,  today, I’m going to pull this thread and you're 
going to see this throughout the rest of the gospel of Luke 

H. And just in case any man is thinking right now, well is there anything for me in 
this message today? I didn't know you're interested in being on the hook, but 
you'll be on the hook today too..  

I. There's something for all of us here who are followers of Jesus. 

J. So hopefully you're at page 60 right now, or Luke chapter 8  

K. And to appreciate the passage we’re about to read, it's helpful for me to give you 
just a little idea of the context for what we’re about to read.  

BODY 

II The Way It Was 

A. In the days of Jesus, when the Roman empire ruled the world -  a father was 
required by law to raise every healthy male child that he had,  

B. But a man only had to raise ONE firstborn female child.  

C. The other female children could be discarded or left to fend for themselves. They 
could be dropped off at a dump.  

D. Girls who did grow into women would still legally be classified as a child their 
whole life, no matter how old they were or how intelligent they were  

E. Because women were considered to be the property of men in the days of Jesus, 
in the Roman empire,  

F. In the ancient world, if someone hurt your daughter or your wife or violated 
them in some way, you got compensated, not your daughter or your wife. You 
got compensated - because the male was thought to be the owner of that 
woman - in much the same way that you might get compensated if somebody hit 
your car today - because you own that car.  

G. This is how they did compensation in the days of Jesus, in the Roman empire, 
women were considered the property of men.  

H. And now I haven't even shared with you what was happening among Jesus' own 
people at this time - the Jews. 

I. Jewish men could divorce their wife for any reason as long as they filed a proper 
certificate, but women could not divorce their husbands.  
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J. In a Jewish court of law, a woman's testimony wouldn't be allowed. She wasn't 
seen as a credible witness.  

K. In the synagogues. Men could not talk to women individually, and men and 
women wouldn't sit together.  

L. In the event that a woman could read. She wasn't allowed to study the sacred 
text of the Torah without being under the supervision of a man. 

M. One popular rabbi at the time had written that  "the Torah is better off being 
burned than it is to be entrusted to a woman without the supervision 
of a man". The Torah being the first 5 books of the old Testament 

N. At the temple in Jerusalem - women could go no further than the outer 
courtyard. 

O. These were just some of the norms.  

P. And there arose some popular sayings at the time, even among the rabbis,  

Q. There was one popular prayer prayed by Jewish men at the time that included 
this line. "Praise be to God that he has not created me a woman". Now 
I've got to level with you.  

R. It troubles me to even tell you this. It bothers me.  

S. But I want you to understand the world that Jesus came into - and spoken into.  

T. And it's in this context that you're going to begin to appreciate Jesus' response to 
women and why it's so stunning.  

U. So let me just start pulling on this thread.  

III Women in His Entourage 

A. In Luke 8:1-3 we come to this – 

Slide #2 and #3 - Scripture 

Soon afterward he went on through cities and villages, proclaiming and 
bringing the good news of the kingdom of God.  

#3 

And the twelve were with him, and also some women who had been healed 
of evil spirits and infirmities: Mary, called Magdalene, from whom seven 
demons had gone out, and Joanna, the wife of Chuza, Herod’s household 
manager, and Susanna, and many others, who provided for them out of their 
means.  

	3



B. And so Luke tells us the story of this entourage that's traveling with Jesus and 
you find out it isn't just the boys club. You find out that in the entourage, you've 
got all these women that are traveling with them.  

C. And notice what Luke says about a couple of them.  

D. He reminds you of Mary Magdalene from the village of Magdala. Who, by the 
way, the foundation of that synagogue in that city, is still standing. It's an 
amazing thing. A synagogue that Mary worshiped.  In a synagogue that Jesus 
stood. The foundation of it is still there. The same stones, mind-blowing stuff. 
You find out about Mary Magdalene. She's following Jesus. She had 7 spirits 
delivered from her. She had received this massive exorcism under the power of 
Jesus. 

E. Then you read about another woman named Joanna. She's the wife of Herod's 
steward - Chuza.  

1. Now, this is interesting.  

2. Herod's the current ruler over the province.  

3. And if that name is ringing a bell, you're thinking of his daddy because his 
daddy, also named Herod, was the one in charge when Jesus was born 30 
years earlier. What did his daddy attempt to do? Wipe out Jesus. Now his 
boy's ruling in the area, his name is Herod.  

4. Herod has a steward named Chuza. Which is kind of like the president's 
chief of staff.  

5. Joanna is married to Chuza. Now here's the deal.  

6. Joanna ought to be where the money is. Joanna ought to be where the 
dinners and the concert and the fashions are, and the entertainment 
culture is - 

7. Joanna ought to be soaking it all up, getting her Mani's, getting her Pedi's. 
Loading selfies on Instagram. She's living the fabulous life. She's the wife 
of Herod's chief of staff. She's on the gravy train!  

8. But she's more compelled by Jesus than anything happening with her 
husband's boss. She's more compelled by Jesus than anything this world 
could bring.   

9. And Herod - he's already hearing about Jesus.  

10. In Luke chapter 9 he's going to be trying to make some moves to control 
Jesus and in Luke chapter 13 - he’s going to set out to try and kill Jesus 
and check this out 
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11. The whole time - Joanna is funding Jesus and she's funding Jesus with the 
money, presumably that Herod is paying her husband.  

12. Does that make you laugh or what? This is wild stuff.  

F. Now between Mary Magdalene and Joanna, I've only told you 2 stories.  

G. There's a story behind every woman in the entourage,  

H. but the fact that Jesus allows them to travel with him is shocking.  

I. Because women didn't travel with men - and were often encouraged to remain 
indoors. 

J. And here, women are traveling openly in the entourage with Jesus.  

K. And a few of these women were prominent women in society like Joanna. And 
then several of these women were women who had been oppressed by demons 
or had been healed of diseases.  

L. They're all participating in the mission of Jesus.  

M. But Jesus is more than willing to be just be seen by them. 

N. He wants to change how they're seen and he wants to change how they see 
themselves.  

O. So let me take you to another story in the thread.  

IV Women As Daughters Of God 

Slide #4 – Scripture Heading 

A. Jump forward a little bit. Luke 8 : 42 we're in the same chapter. And you read a 
story about a woman in the crowd who's pressing forward to touch Jesus. 

B. Now, Luke tells you this woman has been chronically bleeding for 12 years, and 
she spent all she had on physicians, but she couldn't be healed by anyone. By 
the way, that's a remarkable confession for Luke to make because 
what does Luke do for a living? He's a doctor. Interesting.  

Slide #5 through #8 - Scripture 

C. Let’s pick up with the story here in Luke 8:44-48 – 

She came up behind him and touched the fringe of his garment, and 
immediately her discharge of blood ceased. And Jesus said, “Who was it that 
touched me?” When all denied it, Peter said, “Master, the crowds surround 
you and are pressing in on you!”  

#6 
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But Jesus said, “Someone touched me, for I perceive that power has gone 
out from me.”  

#7 

And when the woman saw that she was not hidden, she came trembling, and 
falling down before him declared in the presence of all the people why she 
had touched him, and how she had been immediately healed. 

#8 

And he said to her, “Daughter, your faith has made you well; go in peace.”  

Slide #9 – Blank Slide 

D. Now here's the deal - Jesus could have gone right on by without ever stopping to 
find out who touched him. The power left him and she was healed, right? It 
could have been a drive by healing. Walk by healing. 

E. But he stops. Why does he stop? 

F. Maybe it's because there's more than just one thing that needed to be healed 
within her.  

G. If she's been chronically bleeding for 12 years, then that means she wasn't able 
to go to the temple or participate in any kind of Jewish religious feasts for 12 
years.  

H. There were purity laws in the old Testament against attending such things. 

I. You've heard me say before in this series, that back then, if you are chronically 
sick and not getting better, there was a line of thinking that suggested you were 
under the judgment of God. That's why you weren't getting better because of 
something you did or something your parents had done.  

J. Can you imagine what it must have been like for her to hear the words daughter 
from someone who had just healed her? From someone who obviously had the 
power of YHWH - the power of God flowing through him.  

K. Even more than that, he tells her that it was her faith that made her well.  

L. It wasn't the faith of another man that did the asking for her.  

M. This is important because this whole healing happens in the midst of another 
story. 

Where Jesus is actually interrupted by her. He's on his way to heal the daughter of a 
synagogue ruler, a man who's thrown himself at Jesus's feet and has asked for Jesus to 
heal his baby girl.  
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N. Jesus is on the way to heal the daughter of a synagogue ruler, but he stops for a 
woman...And she finds out she has everything that synagogue ruler has. 

O. She has enough faith. Jesus says it's her faith that made her well. She had 
everything that synagogue ruler had for the power of Jesus to be released - and 
between hearing daughter and your faith has made you well, I'm telling you, 
there was something healing that happened in her heart and not just in 
her body. Now check this out.  

P. This isn't the only time Jesus uses the word daughter in the gospel of Luke.  

Slide #10 – Scripture Heading 

Q. If you turn over to page 104 in your journals, or that's Luke 13: 10 - 17 Jesus is 
teaching in a synagogue and he heals a woman who's been disabled for 18 
years. By the way, stop. Let me just make a little advertisement here. 
Isn't it interesting, so many stories where Jesus is teaching in the 
synagogue, but the teaching is also happening every time they're 
together - not only is he teaching, but somebody’s getting healed, or 
somebody getting delivered from demonic oppression. This is not just 
teaching that's going on, and the reason I'm reminding you of this, is 
that teaching isn't the only thing that should be going on when people 
gather in the name of Jesus Christ. This is why we pray. This is why we 
ask. We invite people to receive prayer every assembly and every 
gathering because we're not just here to declare it. We're here that 
God might demonstrate -his grace and mercy and compassion. And 
while I can't make any promises for him, I am told by scripture to call 
upon him.  Every story you see in Luke, he is teaching YES, but there's 
also ministry happening. And so here's what happens.  

R. He lays his hands on this woman who's hunched over and her spine straightens. 
Now check this out.  

Slide #11 - Scripture 

S. In the course of healing her, he says, this.  

“And ought not this woman say these next words, a daughter of Abraham, 
whom Satan bound for 18 years be loosed from this bond on the Sabbath 
day.  

T. Jesus referred to her as a daughter of Abraham. Let me tell you why that's 
significant. 

U. Because at the time, the language floating around is if you're a Jewish man, 
you're a son of Abraham, and so sons of Abraham was really common language. 
Nobody talked about the daughters of Abraham until Jesus came along. And he 
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calls her a daughter of Abraham. Why? He's probably challenging the prevailing 
assumption of the culture that assumes, well, if you're a woman, the only way 
you're going to be blessed is by being under a man because the promise is made 
to the men of Israel. Jesus comes along and says - WAIT!!!  There sons of 
Abraham and there are daughters of Abraham.  

V. Jesus healed her spine, but don't you know, her being called a daughter of 
Abraham helped her to stand upright in more ways than one.  

W. Sometimes helping somebody to regain their posture isn't just a matter of 
healing their body. Sometimes helping somebody stand again has to do - with 
reawakening who they are to God. And he calls her a daughter of Abraham. She 
might've never been called that.  

V Women As His Disciples  

Slide #12 through #14 - Scripture 

A. Now turn back to page 84 and your Luke journals Heres  another part of this 
thread. This is Luke 10 :38 - 42.  

Now as they went on their way, Jesus entered a village. And a woman named 
Martha welcomed him into her house. And she had a sister called Mary, who 
sat at the Lord’s feet and listened to his teaching.  But Martha was distracted 
with much serving.  

#13 

And she went up to him and said, “Lord, do you not care that my sister has 
left me to serve alone? Tell her then to help me.”  

#14 

But the Lord answered her, “Martha, Martha, you are anxious and troubled 
about many things, but one thing is necessary. Mary has chosen the good 
portion, which will not be taken away from her.” 

Slide #15 – Blank Slide 

B. Now, this story has a lot to say to us about how often you can be busy for Jesus 
at the expense of listening to Jesus. 

C. But there's something else going on here.  

D. That phrase, “she was sitting at Jesus's feet” - that phrase, “sitting at someone's 
feet”  - was a term used to describe a person who was someone’s disciple.  

E. Paul used this term in Acts when he talked about, "I sat at Gamaliel's feet". Now 
check this out. Here's what I want you to know. 
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F. Rabbis had their disciples sitting at their feet, but there's one thing that all rabbis 
had in common - they were all men. You don't find women who are a disciple of 
a rabbi in Jesus's day, it's all men.  

G. Here is a woman sitting at the feet of Jesus. Check this out.  

H. Mary was doing what the culture said. Only a man can do. 

I. And so when Martha comes and says, I'm really busy in the kitchen here.  

J. Martha is where the women should be in that culture, and she's saying, “Jesus, 
tell her to help me”.  

K. But Jesus says, Mary chose better. He defends where Mary is - at his feet.  

L. That was a shocking thing.  

M. Because when he did this, he was making it clear. I'm inviting women to, to 
be my disciples.  

N. And ever so steadily -  Jesus is turning things upside down in regard to how 
women are thought of and how they even think of themselves.  

O. And he's not done yet.  

VI The Blessedness Of Women 

Slide #16 Scripture 

A. Now turn to page 88 in your Luke journal otherwise known as Luke 11:27-28 – 
I wanna show you one more study… 

As he said these things, a woman in the crowd raised her voice and said to 
him, “Blessed is the womb that bore you and the breasts at which you 
nursed.” 

This is so interesting. He's teaching and somebody decides to compliment him in the 
middle of the teaching. Sometimes people will interrupt and it doesn't fit. He's teaching 
and Some lady just says, “blessed is the womb that bore you and the breast, in which  
you nursed” -  I mean, you can imagine - WOW!  what's going on here? Well, watch 
how Jesus says, but he said,  

But he said, “Blessed rather are those who hear the word of God and keep 
it.” 

Slide #17 Blank Slide 

B. Let me tell you what's going on here. In the ancient world, it was thought that a 
woman's highest calling was being married and having children.  

C. Jesus in this one verse is challenging all of that. 
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D. He's in the course of teaching and somebody raises their voice and attempts to 
compliment his mother.  

E. I love what John Ortberg says – “You might've expected a polite reply like, thank 
you. My mom's the best ever. She was a Virgin, you know?” 

F. Instead, Jesus gives a rather sharp response. Blessed rather are those who hear 
the word of God and obey it.  

G. This was huge.  

H. Because Jesus is suggesting - it's possible to be a woman more blessed than 
mother Mary. 

Who, by the way, Mary was blessed because she heard the word of God and obeyed it. 
Luke chapter 1. He suggesting that it's possible to be more blessed than his own 
mother. And he says...  

I. It's the one who hears the word of God and obeys it.  

J. This is saying something about all women. It's also saying something about us as 
men...  

K. As honorable as it is to be a mother and a father or a husband and a wife in our 
culture, even in the kingdom of God, it's not the ultimate calling or source of 
one's identity. 

L. Your relationship with God is.  

M. In this brief exchange. Jesus is redefining what it means to be a woman here. 
Her marital status and her childbearing has little to do with her identity. And by 
the way, while we're at it, how your child turns out has little to do with your 
identity. And if you understand this, it will actually set you free from driving your 
kids crazy.  

N. There's a lot of people, their whole identity is wrapped up in how their kids turn 
out and what happens with their children. But your identity has more to do with 
you being a child of God -Then how your children behave. Your identity has more 
to do with you being in a relationship with God than even you being in a 
relationship with someone else that might lead to marriage. 

O. I think this is important for us to realize today.  

P. Here at Chesmont, we put a lot of emphasis on marriage and families and 
rightfully so, cause there's a lot warring against the marriage and family this day.  

Q. But let me say this in a lot of what Jesus says here...  

R. While marriage and children are blessings from God, neither are meant to be the 
source of our identity. 

	10



S. If you aren't married, if you don't have children, you are not incomplete. You're 
not incomplete.  

T. On the flip side, if you're expecting marriage or if you're expecting children to 
complete you apart from Christ, you're going to place an unreasonable 
expectation on your spouse and on your children, and they can't sustain that 
expectation...  

U. Because they can't do for your soul what only God can do for your soul. 

V. Jesus said it himself. A woman's blessedness lies not in her having children, but 
in hearing and doing the will of her father in heaven.  

W. Or to put it another way, a woman's blessedness is found in being a daughter of 
God and a disciple of Jesus. 

 VII The Thread Continues 

A. Now, this thread of Jesus, dignifying women continues all the way through Luke,  

B. for example, it's a poor widow in Luke 21 who becomes the model to Jesus of 
what it means to give sacrificially. 

C. And in Luke 23 and 24 when Jesus is risen from the dead, who are the first 
evangelists to declare the news that he's risen? Men? NOT!!! Women. Women 
are the first evangelists - That spread the news of the resurrection of Jesus.  

D. And this theme continues all the way into Luke's sequel, the book of Acts.  
Where you find an Acts, women playing a prominent part in the role and the 
purpose and the plan of God. Since we're just in Luke, we'll stay in Luke.  

VIII It Hadn’t Always Been This Way – And Still Isn’t In Some Parts 

A. Let me circle back to Luke… 

B. Luke chapter 4 and there won't be anything on the screen, but I want to remind 
you of something. Do you remember Luke chapter 4 when Jesus showed up at 
his home synagogue and he opened up Isaiah 61 and he said, the spirit of the 
Lord is on me to proclaim Liberty for the oppressed - sight for the blind, 
freedom for the captives to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor. 

C. Let me tell you something, oppression comes in all kinds of forms and in all kinds 
of manners.  

D. And that goes with the freedom that Jesus brings. And one of the freedoms that 
Jesus came to bring - was a freedom that had to do with how a woman would 
see herself and how others would see women.  

E. We live in a day and age today where equality between a man and a woman is 
taken for granted - pretty much for the most part in American culture.  
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F. Today, women are heads of state. Women are CEO's.  

G. But it hadn't always been this way.  

H. If you studying Western civilization, Jesus may very well be the one most 
responsible for the way it is today.  

I. It was Jesus and the early church who dignified who women are in the image of 
God - long before the secular world began to wake up to the dignity of women, 
and let me tell you something else,  

J. If you're raising little girls today, you're raising them in a world that's radically 
different for the better for them because of Jesus. 

K. Jesus brought the dignity of a woman to light when much of the world was still 
in the dark.  

L. But don't get me wrong, because parts of this world are still in the dark.  

I read an article a while back in which the author pointed out there are 163 
million more men than women in Asia. And it went on to say that once a baby 
in the womb has been identified as female, it's more likely to be unwanted. 
That's why there's so many more men than women, because once somebody 
is pregnant its discovered to be female, it's more likely that the child is going 
to be unwanted.  

And this generationally has had huge systemic consequences in Asia.  For 
instance, wealthier families cannot find wives for their sons. So poor families 
are more likely to sell their daughters. And this is what's at the heart of some 
of the sex trafficking and the marriage of girls, sometimes younger than 12 
years old in Asian culture, because it's still a culture in some parts that 
saddled this idea that if you have a female within you, that's not as 
important as you having a male within you.  

I think about the suicide rate of widows in parts of India. This isn't due to 
grief. This is due to loss of certain rights, protections of relationships in the 
community after their husbands die. If you're widowed in India you’d have to 
leave India after a lifetime because you've lost so many of your rights and 
protections and privileges once your husband was dead. 

I think about the practice of female genital mutilation in Africa. I think about 
polygamy. I think about a lack of education, a lack of opportunity for women 
in places all over the world.  

M. And the stories I've just told you are more international in scope. They are about 
things happening outside of our border... 
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N. But none of us should be under any illusion that we've arrived in American 
culture. 

O. Because while women in America may enjoy a measure of dignity and equality, 
that's far beyond what happens in other cultures. The truth is there's still plenty 
of room to grow. Let me give you an example of this,  

I think of the last couple of years and what's been happening in our country.  
As politicians and entertainers and athletes and church leaders are being 
called to face their wrongdoings for sexual harassment and abuse and 
assault and rape or for their part and covering up such things. 

Last February there was an article in the Houston Chronicle- it ended up 
being a 6 part series and actually made it  on the front page. About what's 
happening with a certain tribe within Christendom in this regard. Now, I 
need to tell you, it's far more than these kinds of people. 

It could have been an uncle or an older brother's friend down the street, but 
at the heart of this is how men will leverage their power and Abuse their 
power and treat girls, women, and children as objects for their pleasure.  

On a related note, I think about the entertainment and fashion and music 
industry that bemoans how women are being used and treated. 

We watch award shows with hashtags and fashion pins and statements 
about the dignity and equality of women, and yet these very same industries 
are putting out messages, movies, storylines, images in music that condition 
us to see women as nothing more than sex objects. They are a walking 
contradiction. With their statements about equality and the dignity of 
women, and yet they're in a multibillion dollar industry that produces 
storylines and themes and plots that do nothing but continue to generate the 
idea that a woman is nothing more than a sex object. 

And then of course we as consumers bear some liability in this. Last year, the 
porn industry in America alone made more money than the NFL, the NBA, 
Major League Baseball, and all divisions of the NCAA across all sports 
combines the porn industry outweighs them all.  

P. There are hundreds of practical reasons why our world needs Jesus. 

Q. This theme is but one thread in Luke - just one.  

R. But it's a thread that still needs to be pulled today.  

Slide #18 – 1st So What 

So What? 
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*** A Person’s Dignity And Healing Is Found In The Presence Of Jesus And In 
Following Jesus. 

Please hear me in this -  if you've been hurt in some way that relates to some of the 
things that I'm talking about here. Or if you've dealt with a chronic condition that's 
made you feel less than -  in your life, please hear me.  

A. Some people try and cope with their pain - by inflicting pain in return.  

B. All these women you saw who got healed, they came to Jesus with their pain.  

C. Let me be clear...  

D. To come to Jesus doesn't mean - it always stays between you and Jesus. 

E. Did you know that in every case of healing in the gospels, the healing happens in 
front of other people?  

F. It's never just the person and Jesus alone.  

G. The reality is - your healing will often involve Jesus using others. Sometimes it's 
counselors, sometimes it's a therapist. Sometimes it's a good friend. Sometimes 
it's your small groups. Sometimes it's an officer of the law and the justice 
system. Sometimes it's a combination of all of the above.  

I think about what churches all across the US  are doing right now. There are ministries  
called "breaking the cycle of abuse" for people who've dealt with physical and 
emotional abuse. That's going on right now - Places where you can privately come for 
help and healing.   

But let me tell you this. You can do all the above. You can talk to a friend, you can talk 
to a therapist, you can talk to a police officer, you can talk to a counselor, you can talk 
to your small group. You can do all of the above.  

H. But if you don't also pursue Jesus with your wound, you're going to 
wind up bleeding on other people who didn't even cut you. 

A person's dignity and healing is found in the presence of Jesus and in following Jesus.  

Slide #19 – 2nd So What 

***To Follow In The Footsteps Of Jesus Is To Help People Recover Who They 
Are To God.  

A. For some of us, the first song we ever learned was Jesus loves the little 
children. 
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B. All the children of the world - it goes on to mention a few colors, which I always 
thought was strange, but then it wraps up by saying. They are precious in his 
sight...  

C. And it may be a children's song, but the longer I live, the more I realize it's for us 
adults too. And it's a song that still needs to be sung in our lives. It's a song that 
still needs to be sung with how we treat others in any number of ways. All kinds 
of people. Because to follow in the footsteps of Jesus is to help people recover 
who they are - to God. 

I'm gonna ask those serving communion to go to their places. 

Slide #20 - Communion 

D. Let me leave you with a couple of questions to ponder as we take communion 
together. The first is this.  

• If you find yourself identifying with any of these women in these 
stories, what's a step you need to take toward healing?  

What's a step you need to take toward healing?  

It could begin even today, just by praying with someone or it could be talking to a 
friend that you're with right now. What's a step you can take toward healing?  

And a second question...  

• Is there someone in your life who needs your help to recover who they 
are to God?  

Maybe that question is for you. Maybe you've been healed. You're at a solid place right 
now. You stand on solid ground!  But it's time for your divine antennas to be up. 

Is there someone around you that could stand recovering who they are to God so that 
they themselves can stand again? 

Let’s pray. 
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Jesus, you were ahead of the entire world when you came and 
did what you did with women then.   

The whole Roman empire lagged behind.  

Your own people lagged behind.  

And we thank you for having a vision beyond us because so often 
we settle for things that are sub normal and we call them normal.  

Lord, I pray you would awaken and stir our hearts with your 
vision of what it is to be a man and a woman with your vision of 
what it is to be a whole human being. 

And Lord, I pray you impart healing to everyone within my 
hearing, male or female, who have been wounded under the 
reign of an abuse of power.  

Who've been treated as being less than.  

Who've been made to feel as though they are nothing that you 
through your spirit will come and do a convincing in their heart - 
that you would help them to see how dearly love they are by you 
as expressed in the cross of Jesus Christ. 

And Lord, will you fill us with your spirit to be as Jesus to people 
around us this week -  to help us - help others recover who they 
are, to God as sons and daughters through you so that they 
might stand.   

Jesus, we want to be a part of your entourage!  And we want to 
do it this week and its to this, we eat and drink. 

Amen. 
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