
 

 

 

 
Coming To A Pulpit Near You! 

 

Here’s an idea of what you can expect for sermon subjects in  
September.  Pastor Randy will continue his sermon series on the book 

of John.  You may want to read the scripture  
passages in advance. 

 
 
 
 

  September 5 -  “Betrayal” - John 13:15-17 
 
  September 12 - “The Way” - John 14:1-7 
 
  September 19 - “The Vine and The Branches” - John 15:5-8 
 
  September 26 - “The Advocate” - John 16:7-11 

Monthly update of events       

John Knox Presbyterian Church 

JKPC News 

 
 
 
   

    Celebration of Communion   
        Sunday, September 5 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 Fall Kick Off Sunday ~ September 12 
 Outdoor Worship and Fellowship Time 

 
 
 
 
 
 
   3rd Grade Bible Presentation 
  Sunday, September 19, during Worship 

  
 
 

 



 

 
“Anyone who loves their life will lose it,  

while anyone who hates their life in this world  
will keep it for eternal life.”  

John 12:25 
 

 
 

 
 On Sunday, August 22, I mentioned that we read many paradoxes in scripture about our faith. 
The one mentioned above is, of course, one of the more obvious. How can this be? Aren’t we sup-
posed to be grateful for the life we have? Aren’t we supposed to hold all life precious and  
encourage others to live joyful lives? 
 There are, in fact, some logical explanations based on a cultural understanding of the Ancient 
Near East. There is a tendency in the language of this culture to use hyperbole. If a person doesn’t 
love something, they sometimes say they hate it, instead of saying they dislike it or it is not of their 
preference. That would be one explanation for use of the word hate. 
 Another is that living life fully, from a worldly viewpoint, can mean to fill your life with personal 
pleasurable experiences, without considering how that might effect others. That is, if in our family all 
we do is focus on our needs or use our resources to satisfy ourselves, then we deplete finite resources 
as well as fail to pay attention to concerns others might have. This would be both selfish and  
self-centered. 
 As responsible human beings, we need to balance, or live in the tension, of having our personal 
needs met while simultaneously caring for those around us. Sometimes we get so caught up in what 
we want that we fail to consider how it might impact the desires or the needs of others around us. 
 To put it in context, Jesus utters the above phrase right after he mentions that for a single seed 
to have impact on the world, or to be fruitful, it must die so that it can grow and flourish. Therefore, 
sometimes if we restrain ourselves or we put the needs of others first, it will not only benefit them, 
but it will ultimately benefit us as well. We will have had a greater impact on the world, because we 
chose to encourage or cultivate another’s life which might be more fruitful than our own. 
 I think of the teaching profession. This is a calling which suggests that the sacrifices a teacher 
makes to teach their students will have a greater impact on the world than if only the teacher is  
impacting the world. 
 Another viewpoint of the above phrase is that it speaks to the impending sacrifice of Jesus to 
save the world. In some ways, Jesus is telling his disciples, and us his readers, that in order for our 
lives to flourish he will have to die. 
 This is the paradox that I referred to at first. How can the death of one human being save the 
entire world? How can it be that the willingness of one human to die will bring us life? This is not only 
a paradox, that death can bring life, it is also considered part of the scandal of the cross. The scandal 
of the cross is that God would design the world in such a way that for us to have a relationship with 
him, a sacrifice would need to be made. Or, it could be said, that to have the greatest relationship  
ever, that is the relationship with God the creator, God would require the death of his one and only 
son. 
 This son was a baby, like all babies born of a woman, who grew up among other humans in a 
poor obscure village to eventually become a Savior for all human kind, only by dying through  
crucifixion. 
 I don’t understand it. It doesn’t really make a lot of sense. But that is how we have interpreted 
scripture. That is how the great cloud of witnesses, who have gone before us, understands the  
pathway for everyone to have a relationship with the almighty God. 
 So, as we also try to follow the “Way” of Jesus, we also must discern the times when God calls 
us to sacrifice our needs or desires in order to let other seeds grow and flourish. 
 This, of course, means that when we flourish ourselves it is probably not just because of who 
we are and how we have acted, but also because there are others who have gone before us and 
paved the way, so we could bear much fruit. 
 The good news is that Jesus not only paid the price for us to have a pathway to God, but also 
he has left us with an advocate, the Holy Spirit to help us on a daily basis. This Holy Spirit does not 
just help us to survive but also to thrive in the life we have been given. 



 

 So let us live out our calling, being assured that, even when we don’t see fruit from our witness 
immediately, our life is not in vain but will be used by God to prove to the world that our greatest  
calling is to glorify God. If we hold our life loosely, then we can be grateful for the life we have, while 
also knowing that God will fit our life into a greater purpose for all humankind and this planet on 
which we live. 
 There are many paradoxes in our faith which we will never understand, but one thing is certain. 
God loves us, and we can stand on that truth without question. 
   
Blessings, 
 
Pastor Randy 

Please RSVP on the website, jkpcdublin.org, to help us 
plan. Thank You! 

WHERE: 
JKPC Courtyard 

WHEN: 
Sunday, September 12 

WHY: 
To worship God and reconnect 
with our church family  

FALL KICKOFF ! 
John Knox Presbyertian Church 

WHAT:  
Outdoor Worship 
Band and Choir Music 
Special Time of Refreshments 
and Fellowship 



 

 LITWITS: OUTDOORS  
AND ON ZOOM,  

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 14 
 

       
 

IT’S TIME TO TRANSITION! LET’S 
ENJOY SOME GOOD READING 

TIME DURING THESE GOLDEN 
FALL DAYS! 

 

PLAN TO JOIN US AT AN OUTDOOR MEET-
ING ON SEPTEMBER 14, AT  
6:30 P.M., AT THE HOME OF  

NANETTE WEHE 
 
 

Social distancing will be observed as much 
as possible. Masks are optional outside. 

Drinks will be provided but please bring an  
individualized appetizer to share and your own dinner. The evening will begin with some time 
for socializing and enjoying dinner before the book discussion gets started.  Please make a 
reservation with Nanette ahead of time - she has room only for 14 people. big thank you to 

Sue King-Irwin and Diana McIntyre for making last month’s gathering work so well!) 
 
For those unable to meet at the outdoor session, please join us for a ZOOM meeting on 
Tuesday, September 14th , at 4:00 pm.  It would be helpful if those who plan to attend 
this meeting would let Sue Fox know. 
 
Of course, you are all invited to attend both meetings if you would like! DO NOT HESITATE TO 
JOIN US AT EITHER MEETING, EVEN IF YOU HAVE NEVER ATTENDED BEFORE! 
 

 
BOOKS: 
 
FOR SEPTEMBER, please read:  
Chris Cander’s The Weight of a Piano. 
In 1962, an eight-year-old Russian girl is  
bequeathed a valuable piano. What happens 
from that day, until and after it ends up in the 
hands of a young woman in Bakersfield,  
California, in 2012? How does that piano 
transform the lives of those connected with it? 
Read—and ponder. 
 
For the October meeting, read the YA book 
Dig, by A.S. King 
 



 
 

               
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

SWELL Event ~ Saturday, September 11 
SWELL (Social Women Enjoying Living Life) is planning an outing to visit our dear friend and 

former JKPC member Marian Pistochini in Manteca. We will meet at 10:30 a.m. in the JKPC 

parking lot, where we will form carpools for the drive. We’ll order our lunches at the  

Bean and Leaf Café in Manteca, then drive them over to Marian’s house, where we will eat 

and fellowship. If you would like to join us, or if you have questions,  

please contact Sue King-Irwin 

 
 

 

On-going Bible Study Groups: 
 

LIFT (Ladies in Fellowship Together) - meets Friday mornings at 
10 a.m. currently on Zoom. We are studying the book of  
Revelation. Contact Joan McGrady-Beach. 
 
  
 Men’s Friday Morning Bible Study - Meets at Copper Skillet 
in Dublin at 8 a.m.  (social distanced gathering)  

    Contact Pastor Randy McGrady-Beach. 
 
    Women's Zoom Bible Study - Meets Fridays at noon. 

All women are welcome to join us on Fridays as we meet on Zoom to study the Bible. To 
join the group or for more information, contact Vickie Wyant. 

 
 
 
 

 
Women’s Ministries Update  

 
Women’s Ministries, led by Elder Cindy Cook, held a planning  

meeting in August to share ideas for future events. Our first event  
this fall will be a potluck dinner at JKPC in early October.  

Stay tuned for the date and more details. 
 

We’re also brainstorming ideas for an event in December ~ information 
coming soon! 

 
Cindy would love to hear your ideas and thoughts about future Women’s Ministries events. 

To share your ideas, please contact Cindy. 



 
  
  

  
  

  
Our Theme for the 2021 Sunday School year 

 is I Can Do ALL Things with God!   
  

Kids (and adults) have proven that they can do 
ALL things - “new” things, “brave” things, 
“scary” things, “kind” things and more!   

We want to remind them that they are not 
alone doing ALL of these things - God is with 

them and Jesus loves them!   
  
  

  
Kids, if you did not pick up your “Jesus Loves Me” Keychain during the Back to 
School Blessing or at the Kona Ice event - we have extras for you in the church 

office!   
  
  
  

  
“Celebrate Wonder” ~ Our New Fall Curriculum 

for Sunday Morning Sunday School!  
We will be launching Fall Sunday School on September 12! 

  
Celebrate Wonder will engage children’s natural sense of curiosity to 

help them understand God’s love.  This fall  we will be learning 
about Joseph (yes, the one with the  colorful coat) and Moses!   

Kids are invited to join us each week for  Sunday Morning Sunday 
School - there will be activities and lessons. We will provide online 

resources, too - but we would love to see you in person!  We also will begin providing  nursery care in 
Room E for little ones starting 9/12.  

  
  

Candle Lighters - Let Your Light Shine!  
 We would like to have kids light the candles on the Communion Table  

at the beginning of Worship again.   Look out for a sign-up list  
(for kids 2nd grade and older)  

  
  

  
  
  

3rd Grade Bible Presentation  Sunday, September 19 
Getting into God’s Word! Our 3rd graders will be presented with NIV  

Adventure Bibles during this service!  Older kids, please let me know if you have 
not received your own Bible, we would love to present you with one, too!  

  
 

 
 

Sunday Afternoon Outdoor Fun is back September 12  
for kids K-5th grade!! 

We are excited to provide a fun safe faith-filled time each Sunday afternoon at  
4 p.m. We will be studying God’s Big Truths - with lots of interactive lessons, 

science experiments and games!   
Register your kids online to join the fun!  

JKPC Kids Ministries! 



 

 

 
 

 

Sunday School for Middle & High School— 
Every Sunday during the 9:30 a.m. Worship Service 

 

Youth Group - Sunday Afternoons! 

 Middle School - 4 p.m. 

 High School - 6 p.m. 

 

 YOUTH FALL KICKOFF!  
Let’s have a night of fun and  

fellowship  
with games at JKPC 

Sunday, September 12, 2021 

Middle School from 4 - 6 p.m. 

High School from 6 - 8 p.m. 
 

 
Preschool News 

 
John Knox Co-op Preschool is back in session! The preschool reopened at the end of Au-

gust with higher enrollment than they were able to accommodate last year. 
Please keep the teachers, students and families in your prayers for a safe, fun, 

and enriching school year! 

 
Joy Preschool Closure: 

Joy Preschool closed its doors on August 13. The Board of Directors worked tirelessly  
throughout the pandemic, watching enrollment and reserves closely. With low enrollment 
heading into the fall and the drain on reserves, they were forced to make this very difficult 
decision.  
 
As the director, Lisa Locus, stated: 
  Joy Preschool has been working in the community for over 40 years. 
 We are thankful for the time with your families and so appreciative that 
 you have entrusted your children into our care.  

Thank you, Lisa, for your 15 years of service to Joy Preschool. 

Please keep the staff and families in your prayers as they adjust to this 
change. 

Youth Group for  
Middle School & High School 



 

My Journey of Racial Awareness 
 

I grew up on a small farm north of  
Lawrence, Kansas. My sister, Norma, and I 
walked to Riverside school (one-room 
schoolhouse) where there were about 20 
other white kids. 
 
I went to junior high and was exposed to 
several hundred students. Being a  
university town (University of Kansas), 
there were a variety of ethnicities, but 

easily 90% of the students were white. My first real friendship with an African American  
student was Leonard in high school. Leonard and I met each other in Biologist Club so we 
were fellow geeks.  
 
Leonard was killed in a hunting accident about a year after we met. The lack of any  
recognition of his life by the student body weighed heavily on me. I realized there was a  
racial double standard as the death of white students were marked by signs in the halls  
celebrating their lives.  My mom had talked to us about the importance of treating everyone 
equally. I remember that she was ashamed when Norma showed her in the high school  
yearbook of 1920 where all the black students were together in the back after the white  
students.   
 
Fast forward to my college days where I was fortunate to study and work every day in the 
entomology department with several people of color who were mostly from Asia or Africa.  A 
graduate student from India was my mentor. I stayed on to complete my Master’s degree so 
my fellow students and friends were mostly people of color. Looking back, I regret that I  
didn’t take the time to learn about their cultures. 
 
When I left university life, I became a Naval officer for 20 years, specializing in vectors (bugs 
causing human disease). I had the privilege of working with African Americans both in the 
enlisted and officer ranks. In 1972, as a lieutenant, I took a required week-long class on 
“race relations” as did all naval personnel. I learned for the first time about white privilege, 
and that I had been clueless about what was really happening to people of color.  When the 
class was over, I was asked to join their staff which I wanted to do, but I was afraid for my 
career since all the senior entomologists were from the South and would not like me doing 
“unrelated work”. 
    
I didn’t know the significance of it until months after George Floyd was killed, but Jill’s (my 
first wife who died from cancer in 2003) last words in the ER of San Ramon hospital were, “I 
can’t breathe.” Seeing/hearing those words spoken by George Floyd and other African  
Americans, gives me a surreal sense of their anguish and fear during their last moments of 
life. 
 
Our Session Matthew 25 Task Force has read Christian books on racism, watched  
documentaries detailing the promotion of racism, participated in Presbyterian Zoom  
educational seminars, and studied the Scriptures. I believe this is God’s calling for me to 
continue to learn and share, but I must also listen and understand other viewpoints.   
This Bible verse tells me what I need to do. Isaiah 1:17 Learn to do good; seek justice,  
correct oppression; bring justice to the fatherless, plead the widow's cause.   
A special thank you to my fellow Task Force members and others at JKPC who have  
encouraged me during my journey.  And, thanks to you for taking the time to read my story.  
 

Stan Husted, Missions Elder 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+1%3A17&version=ESV


 

 

 

 

 

JKPC  is “Helping Haiti” in September 
 

Following the devastating Aug. 14, 7.2 magnitude earthquake in Haiti, over 2,000 people are 
dead, more than 6,900 have been injured and an unknown number still missing. Some 
83,300 homes were damaged or destroyed along with roads, bridges and communication 
systems. Because Haiti is already facing endemic hunger, poverty, COVID-19, continuing 
civil unrest, and Tropical Storm Grace, the Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA) is  
responding to emergency needs such as WASH (water, sanitation and hygiene), emergency 
power generators, shelter, food, first aid, and more.  
Please help the people of Haiti by writing a check to JKPC and put “Haiti” on the memo line.  
Donations collected during September will be sent to the PDA to help fund their assistance. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Haiti, the poorest nation in the Western Hemisphere, was 
rocked by a 7.2-magnitude earthquake Saturday. Both 
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance and Presbyterian World 
Mission have been in contact with their Haitian partners to 
offer any assistance they can. (Photo by Heather Suggitt 
via Unsplash)  

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 

September Calendar 
 

 
September 5  Communion 
September 6  Labor Day - Church Office Closed 
September 12  Fall Kickoff Sunday! 
September 14  Litwits Book Club 
September  19  3rd Grade Bible Presentation 
 
 

 
Coming Events - Save the Dates! 

 
October 3   Communion  
    Pick Up Operation Christmas Child Boxes  
October 12   LITWITS 
October 16   SWELL Oktoberfest Luncheon  
October 24   Trunk or Treat   
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

John Knox Presbyterian Church 
7421 Amarillo Road, Dublin, CA 94568  

(925) 828-1846 

Website: www.jkpcdublin.org 

Email: jkpcdublin@sbcglobal.net 

 

 
9:30 a.m. Sunday Morning Worship 

In person and on FaceBook Live 

 

      Sunday School for Preschool thru High School 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Choir - Thursday - 6:45 p.m. 
 Deacons’ Meeting - 3rd Sunday - 11 a.m. 
Finance Committee - Meets the Friday 
before Session. Contact Peter McIntyre 
Litwits - 2nd Tuesday - 6:30 p.m.  
Praise Band - Thursdays - 7 p.m.  
Session Meeting - 3rd Tuesday - 7 p.m. 
Youth Groups - Sunday afternoons  
 Middle School - 4 p.m.  
   High School - 6 p.m.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Current Bible Study Groups 

Please contact them for more information.  
  
  

Women’s Bible Study: 
LIFT Women’s Study - Friday @10 a.m. at JKPC 
in Room D or on Zoom.  
Contact: Joan McGrady-Beach.  
  
Women’s Bible Study on Zoom - Fridays at noon. 
Contact Vickie Wyant 
 
     
Men’s Bible Study: 
Friday @8 a.m. - Copper Skillet Restaurant,  
Dublin. Contact: Pastor Randy. 

  
 

 
 

 
 

www.jkpcdublin.org 

Monthly 
Meetings & Rehearsals 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Church Staff 
Randy McGrady-Beach, Pastor  
Nancy Polcyn, Family Ministries Director 
Dean Christman, Music Director 
Mary Chervet, Administrative Assistant 
Rene Phillips, Administrative Assistant 
Teresa Karlson, Benevolence Treasurer 
Eric Loofbourrow, Organist 
Steve Kritzer, Music Ministry 
Nanette Wehe, Music Ministry 
 

Volunteer Staff 
Andrew Currier, Chief Sound Technician 
Jerry Miller, Chief Video Technician 
Sue King-Irwin & Peter McIntyre,   
 Head Ushers 
Sandi Coll, Music 
Lisa Locus & Rene Phillips, 
     Wedding Coordinators 
Lyall Barrett, Veterans Coordinator 
 
 
 
 
John Knox Co-op Preschool  
 Leslie James, Director 

John Knox Presbyterian Church 
7421 Amarillo Road, Dublin, CA 94568  

(925) 828-1846 

Website: www.jkpcdublin.org 

Email: johnknoxoffice@gmail.com 

 

9:30 a.m. Sunday Morning 

Blended Worship Service 
Sunday School for Preschool through High School 

& Nursery Care 

http://www.jkpcdublin.org

