
 

 

 

 
 

Coming To A Pulpit Near You! 

 

Here’s an idea of what you can expect for sermon subjects in  
September.  Pastor Randy will continue his Sermon Series on the 

Phillipians. You may want to read the scripture passages in  
advance. 

 
 

September 6 - “All for One and One for All” Philippians 4:1-3 
 
September 13 - “Practicing the Presence of God” Philippians 4:4-7 
 
September 20 - “On Track” Philippians 4:8-9 
 
September 27 - “Content in Want” Philippians 4:10-13  
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Celebration of Communion   
 Sunday, September 6 

 
 
 

 
 

Operation Christmas Child  
Boxes Available September 13 

 
 
 
 

 September 20 ~ 3rd Grade Bible PresentationSeptember 20 ~ 3rd Grade Bible Presentation  
  

 
 

 
 

“Farewell Celebration” for Bruce Byrne 
Sunday, September 27 



 
 September is usually our kick off month for 
starting a new church year. We often have some kind 
of picnic the Sunday after Labor Day. It is usually 
when the choir starts gracing our worship services 
with their melodic voices. It is also when Sunday 
School curriculum begins, and we move into the 2020-
2021 year with high expectations. 
 I have attended school for so many years that I 
have come to consider September the beginning of 

the new year. It is the time I associate with purchasing new school clothes, although this 
year, for many students, that may mean a new set of pajamas. This year, instead of new 
pencils and paper, it could mean new software to learn or new platforms to master. 
 This year I decided I needed to celebrate the “New Year.” I needed to recapture the  
excitement of a new perspective and new expectations for an unprecedented year, a different 
“unprecedented” than we have been experiencing the past six months. 
 So, I decided I would get new shoes, both new church shoes and new everyday shoes. 
I usually wear shoes out before I even consider replacing them and this was no exception it is 
just that I bought two pair and not just one. I also decided I would get a new satchel for my 
books and computer. Finally, I decided I needed a new pet. Stop by sometime and say “Hi” to 
“Dart”, my new half moon female betta. These are the three ways I am celebrating the  
beginning of a new era this year. 
 As I considered how to kick off the year for church, I decided to follow the lead of  
Moses. I turned to Deuteronomy, the book of the Torah in which Moses rehearses the history 
of the wilderness experience, just before the Israelites enter the promised land. This is when 
we find Moses reminding the Israelites of who they are and what they are about. 
 In the first few chapters of this book we find the ten commandments are recounted as 
well as the Shema, the Hebrew confession of who God is, and what God asks of his people. 
Deuteronomy 10:12a, “And now, Israel, what does the LORD your God ask of you . . .?” 
 What did God want from the Israelites then. and what does God want from us now?  
Moses answers his own question in the second part of this verse, 12b: “fear the LORD your 
God, (to) walk in obedience to him, (to) love him, (to) serve the LORD your God with all your 
heart and with all your soul, and (to) observe the Lord‟s commands and decrees that I am 
giving you today for your own good?” 
 Moses goes on to say in verses 14-18 (in the Message translation), “Look around you: 
Everything you see is God’s—the heavens above and beyond, the Earth, and everything on it. 
But it was your ancestors who God fell in love with; he picked their children—that’s you!—out 
of all the other peoples. That’s where we are right now. So cut away the thick calluses from 
your heart and stop being so willfully hardheaded. God, your God, is the God of all gods, he’s 
the Master of all masters, a God immense and powerful and awesome. He doesn’t play  
favorites, takes no bribes, makes sure orphans and widows are treated fairly, takes loving 
care of foreigners by seeing that they get food and clothing.” 
 This is our call for 2020-2021. We are to acknowledge that we are picked by God to be 
his children. We are to soften our hearts and use our intellect to serve those in need. Just as 
God does not exclude anyone in need, so neither should we. Who in our midst needs a  
listening ear, a kind word, basic needs taken care of, and yes, even justice? 
 Are we willing to suspend our biases to ask who in our community truly needs our help? 
Are we willing to share what privileges and resources we have with those who have been  
stifled or oppressed because they don‟t fit the “acceptable” category in our minds? 
 I think we are on the verge of a change, a change which may seem a bit  
uncomfortable, but a change which has been a long time coming. 
 Let us remember that those who have been given much will be asked to give much. 
See Luke 12:48b, “From everyone who has been given much, much will be demanded; and 
from the one who has been entrusted with much, much more will be asked.” 
 Let us embrace the opportunities we have to serve those in need around us, for this is 
how we obey, love, and serve our God, the most Holy and Glorious one. This is how we can 
best begin the new year. I‟m ready, are you? 
 Blessings, 

 Pastor Randy 



 
Our Journey to Become  

Better Christians 
 

 2020 continues to be a year of  
challenges for our country and the world.  
All of us are dealing with the impact of 
coronavirus and will continue to do so for 
the foreseeable future. Another major  
challenge this year was the events which 
suddenly and dramatically brought a  
greater awareness to the issues of racial 
injustice/inequality in America.   

 
 Earlier this year a Session Task Force was formed to explore becoming a Matthew 25 
church to grow in our faith through service to our community. Part of that chapter of the 
Bible is listed here: 
 

 “  53 for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave 

me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, 36 I 
was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of 
me, I was in prison and you visited me.’ 37 …„Lord, when was it that we 
saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something 
to drink? 38 And when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed 
you, or naked and gave you clothing? 39 And when was it that we saw 
you sick or in prison and visited you?’ 40 And the king will answer them, 
„Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are 
members of my family, you did it to me.” 

 
 The Task Force had several meetings and we were inspired by Pastor Randy‟s sermon 
with Carolyn Bolin in June. Carolyn listed some ways that those of us who are white could  
educate ourselves about what is going on every day regarding racial injustice and inequality. 
As a Task Force, we chose to address structural racism.  

That brings up the big question, “What can we do as a congregation to address such a  

complex, societal problem?” We decided the first step is to improve our self-awareness and 
educate ourselves.  As Christians, we can use Carolyn‟s list (available on the JKPC website 
under “Get Connected”/“How to be a JKPC Ally”) and take individual responsibility to grow in 

faith through servitude following the call in Galatians 3:28 to be one in Christ: “There is  

neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there male and female, for you are all 
one in Christ Jesus.” 
 
Carolyn‟s list included several books, including ”White Fragility,” by Robin Deangelo. Several 
task force members found ”Biased,” by Dr. Jennifer Eberhardt, to be a well written text, and 
one that would be an excellent place to begin understanding structural racism. Both of 
these books are available on loan from the church office. This is the first of several 
articles we hope will open all our hearts and minds to what we can do as individuals and as a 
congregation to serve God.  
 
In His Service, 
 
JKPC‟s Matthew 25 Task Force (Elders: Bob Beebe, Kim Kraft, Nanette Wehe, Stan Husted; 
Pastor Randy)    
 

 



 

Chat or rap or... even just talk with the Pastor!  
If you’d like to ask some questions, to express your thoughts, or maybe just  
connect with each other, I will be sending a weekly Zoom invite for a  
1:30 p.m. sharing our lives together event. Please contact me 
at jkpcrandy@sbcglobal.net or the office at johnknoxoffice@gmail.com  to 
get on the email list. 
 
Perhaps you have a question about last week’s 
message, maybe have some ideas on how we can 

better serve our community, or maybe you just want to connect with others. 
Join me for an hour of chat time. I will start this on Wednesday, September 2, 
for all those things mentioned. Just contact me or the office, (email addresses 
above) and we will see how this goes. 
 
Hoping to grow in our connection, our understanding, and our faith with you. 
Blessings, Pastor Randy 
 

 

 
Youth Ministries Director Search 

 
Help us spread the word! 

 
We have officially begun the search for a new  

Youth Ministries Director. You can view the full job  
description on our website, www.jkpcdublin.org under the “Leadership” tab. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Operation Christmas Child  
Boxes Available September 13! 

 
Each year JKPC family and friends help fill boxes for children around the 
world who are in need—and this year it is especially important to remind  
children that they are cared for and valued! You can start by looking for 

good deals on school supplies, necessities and toys that you may want to place in your box.   
Collection week is November 16-22. 

“Farewell Celebration” for Bruce Byrne 
Sunday, September 27 from 5:30 - 7:30 p.m. 

We thank Bruce for Soooo Many Years of  
leading Youth Group and Mission Trips!   
We wish him well as he begins a new  

Healing Ministry in Concord.  

mailto:jkpcrandy@sbcglobal.net


 
    

 
On-going Bible Study Groups: 

 
LIFT (Ladies in Fellowship Together) - meets Friday mornings at 
10 a.m. currently on Zoom. We are studying the book of  
Ephesians. Contact Joan McGrady-Beach. 
 
  

 Men’s Friday Morning Bible Study - Meets at Copper Skillet on occasion 
in Dublin at 9 a.m.  (social distanced gathering)  
Contact Pastor Randy McGrady-Beach, (319) 404-8463 

 
    Women's Zoom Bible Study - Meets Fridays at noon. 
All women are welcome to join us on Fridays as we meet on Zoom to study the Bible. We are 
working on some studies which do not require advance homework. Discussion questions are 
emailed along with the Zoom invitation each week. We are about to start a new study on  
Being a Godly Woman. If you have questions or are interested, please contact Vickie Wyant 
or Paula Miller. 

 
 

JKPC Member In Remembrance 
 

In loving memory of 
 

Fran Rickleffs 
 

 June 9, 1940 ~ July 10, 2020 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  
 

 
 
 



 
 
 

 
  

 
Our Theme for the 2020-2021 Sunday School year 

 is Walking with Jesus! Whether Kids are in the Classroom or 
meeting on Zoom, Jesus is with them!   

 
We want your children to know how much God loves them and 

how He wants them to love others, too!   
 
 

 
For Fall, we will be offering Kids Video Sunday School Lessons, which will be available on our 
private “Sunday - Funday” School Face Book Page. We will be Journeying with Jesus and 
Kids will discover Where Jesus went, What Jesus taught, and How it is Important for Today!  
Monthly Curriculum and Craft packets will be available at the beginning of each month.  
 
 Then, all kids are welcome to join in for ZOOM at 4 p.m. where we will discuss the daily  
lesson, play games and just have fun with friends!  Zoom will be led by Miss Nancy and  
Mrs. Richards!   

 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

JKPC FAMILY MINISTRIES! 

Date Lesson   

September 6  "Working for the Lord" Labor Day Lesson 

    

September 13 Journey with Jesus Kick-off 

      Explore  

September 20 1. Bethlehem: Birth of Jesus 

  God's Promises Always Come True 

September 27 2.Jordan: Jesus' Baptism &Temptation 

  God's Word give me strength to do what is right 

October 4 3. Cana - Wedding Party Rescued 
  Put your confidence in Jesus  

October 11 4. Nazareth: Jesus and his hometown 

  Thank Jesus for who He is and what He came to do 

October 18 5.  Capernaum: Friend lowered thru Roof 
  Jesus takes away the punishment for our sins.  

October 25 6. Galilee: Storm Rocks Boat 

               Call on Jesus for help    

    TRUNK OR TREAT in afternoon (no Zoom) 

November 1 7. Bethsaida: Blind No More 

  Jesus meets our needs in amazing ways 

November 8 8. Caesarea Philippi: Truth Revealed 

  Believing in Jesus is the only way to salvation 

November 15 9. Jericho: Tax Man gets Big Return 

  Obeying God's commands gives us joy!  

November 22 Thanksiving Fun / Attitude of Gratitude 
          Virtual Gathering in afternoon  



 
 

3rd Grade Bible Virtual Presentation  Sunday, September 20 
Getting into God‟s Word! Our 3rd graders will be virtually presented with  

NIV Adventure Bibles during this service!    
 

 
 
 

Operation Christmas Child  
Boxes Available September 13! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
       
JKPC Youth - Stay Connected! 
 Middle School: Youth Group ZOOM Monday, Wednesday and 
Thursday at 7 p.m.   We are hoping to do a monthly Sunday 
outdoor activity, too!  
                             
                      
 High School Youth Group: Sunday evenings at JKPC from     

6-8 p.m. Join us for  social-distanced gathering!    
     Pizza is included!! 

 

  
 
 

“Farewell Celebration” for Bruce Byrne 
Sunday, September 27 from 5:30-7:30 p.m. 

We thank Bruce for Soooo Many Years of leading 
Youth Group and Mission Trips!  We are excited that 

he will be beginning a new Healing  
Ministry in Concord.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Blessings on a new school year to Joy Preschool & 
Daycare and to John Knox Co-op Preschool 

 
The Directors and teachers of both Joy and Co-op Preschools have  

dedicated themselves to reopening their schools safely and responsibly. We are so grateful 
for their commitment to our community. 

Please keep them in your prayers during this challenging time. 

 
Each year JKPC family and friends help fill boxes for  

children around the world who are in need—and this year it is  
especially important to remind children that they are  

cared for and valued! You can start by looking for good deals on 
school supplies, necessities and toys that you may want to place 

in your box.   
Collection week is November 16-22. 



  

 

 

 

 

We have been enjoying (socially distanced, COVID-safe)  
Outdoor Worship and look forward to the day we can safely gather together in the sanctuary 

in person.  
Till then, join us for  

fellowship time after worship on Zoom! 
 

Thank you for your support, patience, and prayers as we  
navigate the COVID 19 challenges.          

  
 
 

 
 

“Drive Thru” Communion at JKPC 
 

September 6 @ 11 a.m. 
 

We will have the opportunity to celebrate  
communion together in the JKPC parking lot 

following the worship service. 
 
 



 
 

       

 
 
 
 

SWELL (Social Women Enjoying Living Life) Zoom Luncheon  
Saturday, September 12 

 
On Saturday, Sept. 12, SWELL (Social Women Enjoying Living Life) will get together for a 
virtual lunch via Zoom. Prepare a yummy lunch at home, and join friends on your laptop (or 
phone or tablet) at noon. No agenda, just good conversation, catching up with old friends 
and/or making new friends. Contact Sue King-Irwin to receive the Zoom invitation. All ladies 
are welcome! 

 

 
 

    LITWITS ~ September 8  
                         4 p.m. on Zoom 

6:30 p.m. Outdoors at Sue Fox’s Home 
       
Our September 8 meeting will use the same format that we have 
used in July and August. We will hold two meetings, one on Zoom at 
4:00 pm and another, unless you receive further notice, in Sue Fox‟s 
backyard (we will, of course, be monitoring COVID numbers and air 
quality). That meeting will begin at 6:30 p.m.  
  
Sue Fox will send you the ZOOM invitation at least a week in  
advance. Be ready for a good discussion of an exciting book and for 
thoughts on future meetings. After our opening “Hellos” as we all log 
in, we will mute our microphones for further instructions. 
 
You will also receive notices a day in advance of the meeting—there 

will be a Zoom reminder and an update on the outdoor meeting. In order to attend the in-person 
meetings you must RSVP to Sue as soon as you can. We will limit our attendees to 10 so that safe 
distancing can be maintained. You will receive instructions about procedures. It is also helpful for 
Sue to know if you will be joining the Zoom meeting. 
 
MEETINGS:   
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 8th at 4:00 p.m.  (ZOOM)  
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 8th at 6:30 p.m.  (outside, at Sue Fox‟s home) 
 
BOOKS:  
For September, please read Educated, by Tara Westover. This compelling memoir outlines the  
author‟s journey from her harsh Idaho life with survivalists to her extraordinary attainments in the 
academic world. How did a young woman with no formal education to speak of gain admission to 
Brigham Young University and then move on to advanced degrees at both Harvard and Cambridge 
Universities? Read this story: be amazed and inspired. 
 
For October 13th, dig into The Giver of Stars, by JoJo Moyes. (If you have time, and have not  
already done so, you might wish to take a look at The Book Woman of Troublesome Creek, by  
Kim Michele Richardson.)  
Happy reading—and SEE you soon! 

 
 
 
 



 

Eagle Scout Project Complete! 
 
 Will Plechaty has completed his  
Environmental Recycling Center Eagle 
Project for JKPC! After months of COVID 
delays and a few weeks of smoke delays, 
his crew built this entire project over six 
workdays. Located on the right side of the 
entryway, this center is an enclosure for 
our four garbage cans that are clearly 
marked as Absolutely Garbage,  
Recyclable for Cash, Recyclable Paper, 
and Compost. Full descriptions are posted to 
help everyone know where to place  
various items. The tops lift up for ease of 
use and the doors open for the cans to roll in and out.  
 With an outstanding effort in fundraising, the cost for this entire project came in 
around $170. Thank you to Home Depot, Lowe‟s and Ace Hardware for their generous  
donations totaling $350.  

 Will also wants to thank Dave 
Rauch, Sherry Sheets, & Nancy Polcyn for 
their guidance and support. His crew 
from Troop 874 was so great! Thank you 
to the Plechaty Family, Sid & Shashwat 
Gupta, Ryan & Dave Johansen, Jeremy 
Judin,  Makayla Martin and Eagle Advisor 
Dennis Bleile.   
 After being in scouting since first 
grade, Will, currently a Senior at Cal 
High, is going to write up his final  
Eagle Project report and file for his final 
Board of Review in the upcoming months 

              to be awarded his final rank of  
              Eagle Scout.  

 

World Vision Update 
 
 
 

 

Since 2011, JKPC has sponsored Christelle in Haiti 
through World Vision. A couple of months ago, we re-
ceived notice that the community where Christelle lives is 
now self sufficient and would no longer need our support! 

 
The Missions Committee decided to sponsor a child through Compassion International. We 
are excited to get to know Grace and to learn about her home, Morideni, in Burkina Faso! 
 
 
You can meet Grace on the next page…... 



  

               
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Meet Grace! 



              

Simple and secure.  
Give a single gift, or schedule 

ongoing donations using  
your checking account,  

        debit, or credit card.   

John Knox has a new online giving platform which allows you to donate through our church website 
and/or through a smart phone App! John Knox has partnered with "GivePlus" through  
Vanco Payment Solutions, which is the official online giving platform recommended by the  
Presbyterian Foundation. We will no longer be using Tithe.ly  

Two ways you can donate! 

1) Donate to JKPC online: Go to our website, www.jkpcdublin.org and click on the GIVE+ logo on 
the left of the home page. This link that will direct to you to JKPC‟s online giving webpage. You will 
immediately receive a JKPC receipt after donating, and you will also receive an email receipt.  

2) GivePlus Mobile App: JKPC is now listed in the GivePlus Mobile App. Click on GIVE+ logo on our 
website homepage and you will be directed to our online giving page with downloads for the GivePlus 
App for Adroid and Apple devices. There is also a YouTube link to a short video with more details.  

One question not addressed is that YOU are charged NO fees by donating either through the website 
link above or through the GivePlus Mobile App. Normally, JPKC would be charged a 2% total   
transaction fee, however, Vanco has reduced this fee to 1% during the COVID-19 crisis. Even at a 2% 
transaction fee, this is the lowest fee we found for donation platforms geared specifically to churches. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Finance Elder Peter McIntyre. 

 
 
 

 
  
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Do you shop on Amazon.com? Then we encourage you to 

 shop on AmazonSMILE.com.  
It‟s the same shopping website, but amazonsmile.com donates 0.5% of the price of your eligible 

purchases to JKPC.   
 

SET-UP (one-time) - Amazonsmile.com, log-in (your usual Amazon username/password), chose JKPC 
(DUBLIN) as your charity.  Thank you! 

 

Note: AmazonSmile must have purchases transacted on a computer rather than a Smartphone in  

order for JKPC to receive the credit. Thank you! 

 

 

AmazonSMILE.com


 

 
 
 
 
 
 

September Calendar 
 

 
September 6  Communion 
September 7  Labor Day - Church Office Closed 
September 8  LITWITS Book Club 
September 12  SWELL Zoom Lunch 
September 13  Operation Christmas Child Boxes Available 
September 20  3rd Grade Bibles Presented 
September 27  Farewell Celebration for Bruce Byrne 
 

 
Coming Events - Save the Dates! 

October 4           World Communion Sunday  
October 13   LITWITS Book Club 
October 19   SWELL Oktoberfest Luncheon  
    Trunk or Treat - Date TBD  
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

John Knox Presbyterian Church 
7421 Amarillo Road, Dublin, CA 94568  

(925) 828-1846 

Website: www.jkpcdublin.org 

Email: jkpcdublin@sbcglobal.net 

 

 
9:30 a.m. Sunday Morning 

Online Worship Service 



 

Prayer  
Requests 

 
If you have a prayer  

request or know  
someone who is  

in need, please call the 
office or  

email us at   
                                 

jkpccares@gmail.com 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Church Staff 
Randy McGrady-Beach, Pastor  
Nancy Polcyn, Family Ministries Director 
Dean Christman, Music Director 
Bruce Byrne, Youth Director 
Mary Chervet, Administrative Assistant 
Rene Phillips, Administrative Assistant 
Teresa Karlson, Benevolence Treasurer 
Eric Loofbourrow, Organist 
Steve Kritzer, Music Ministry 
Nanette Wehe, Music Ministry 
 

Volunteer Staff 
Marion Rogers, Chief Sound Technician 
Jerry Miller, Chief Video Technician 
Sue King-Irwin & Peter McIntyre,   
 Head Ushers 
Sue Wilburn & Sandi Coll, Music 
Lisa Locus & Rene Phillips, 
     Wedding Coordinators 
Lyall Barrett,  
Veterans Coordinator 

 
Preschools 

Joy Preschool & Day Care  
 Lisa Locus, Director 
John Knox Co-op Preschool  
 Leslie James, Director 
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