JKPC News
Monthly Update of Events
John Knox Presbyterian Church

Daylight Saving Time ENDS Sunday, November 1

Set your Clocks Back One Hour Saturday, October 31
Turn your clocks back one hour before you go to bed on Saturday. You‘ll get
an extra hour of sleep and be refreshed for worship in the morning

This Sunday, November 1…
~Celebration of Communion during Outdoor Worship
~Drive Up Communion after Worship
~Drive Thru Meet & Greet for Youth Director, Howard Lee, 4-5 p.m.

Sunday, November 22
Operation Christmas Child Boxes Due
Heifer Living Gift Market Donations Begin

First Sunday of Advent ~ November 29
November 30 ~ Return 2021 Pledge Cards

Coming To A Pulpit Near You in November!
You may want to read the scripture passages in advance.
November 1 - “The Reluctant Prophet: Beyond Borders” Jonah, Jonah 1:1-2
November 8 - “The Hopeful Prophet (A): All Is Not Lost” - Isaiah 6:1-9a, Isaiah 9:6
November 15 - “The Hopeful Prophet (B): Finding a Space‖ - Isaiah 40:3-5,
Isaiah 42:1-9
November 22 - Howard Lee - Preaching
November 29 - “The Hopeful Prophet (C): Setting the Oppressed Free‖ Isaiah 61:1, 2; Isaiah 58:6

This week we will move our clocks back an hour.
Why would we want to add more time to the
pandemic year 2020? We have seen, heard, and
experienced more trials and tribulations than we
would ever want to deal with again during 2020, or
so it seems.
Besides those difficult times there have been some good, even joyful, times that we
have all experienced. I think of the first virtual worship service we held. I had never even
considered such an occurrence. Yet, on March 15th, when we could no longer meet as a
congregation. we had our first ever virtual worship service. Of course, this would not have
happened without the creativity, expertise, and generous gift of time of numerous volunteers.
Little did we know that this would become the staple for our time together as a faith
community for more than half the year. Overall, it has worked really well, despite a couple of
glitches along the way. The pandemic has not derailed our ministry here at John Knox
Presbyterian Church.
We also had our first ever worship service in the courtyard on August 2nd. It did not go
so well, but we learned from our mistakes. I now look forward to our time together outside
every Sunday with live music and the sun and the birds reminding us of God‘s creativity and
majesty in our midst. Again, a shout out to the volunteers who put this together and keep it
going, including those in the background implementing our clean up protocol.
We have had two drive-up communions so far, and I look forward to this Sunday when,
after the service, we will again have an opportunity to share communion together. It will be
broadcast over an FM signal and each family group will be in their own cars. Thank you to
those who are setting up and assisting with this opportunity.
We had our first ever virtual Vacation Bible School, VBS, with over 175 students
attending. We started having Adult Sunday School on zoom and a few fellowship times as
well. Our Parking Lot Halloween Spooktacular went well. Over 150 snow cones were
consumed, a dozen cars were decorated, and three costume parades took place, with kids
and family members socially distanced and everyone masked.
Joan and I, personally, were reminded of God‘s living illustration of hope as we
welcomed our sixth grandchild, Mazie Leigh McGrady-Beach, in June. We were able to hold
her in July and have visited with her, and her sisters, and parents numerous times on
FaceTime calls. We were also able to spend multiple weeks at Pinecrest Lake, successfully
meeting the challenge of putting together a 1000 piece puzzle and logging in miles of nature
walks.
So, as we have this opportunity to add an extra hour this week, I look forward to the
way God will meet us individually and corporately for that extra hour so that we can celebrate
our lives in His kingdom, which is growing here on earth.
This is a year like no other! Much of it I would not want to repeat, but I look forward to
some new happening for which I will be able to give thanks to God during this year 2020.
Looking forward with expectation, so I can give thanks to our God with you,
Pastor Randy

JKPC “Proposed” 2021 Budget
Session met in October to review the budget for 2021. The budget was
then presented to the congregation after the worship service on
October 25. To see the presentation on the proposed budget,
you can visit the church website, www.jkpcdublin.org.
An email was sent out to the congregation with a letter and pledge card.
You can also find this information on the website, or contact the church
office at 925-828-1846 for further help. Please prayerfully consider your
financial commitment to JKPC and return you pledge card to the church
office, or email our treasurer, Teresa Karlson, at teresa@ledgersteam.com
Please return your pledge no later than Monday, November 30. By meeting this
deadline, you will help our session to prepare a final budget for the congregation.

Advent & Christmas 2020
What will our Advent & Christmas traditions look like this year?
Will we be able to meet in person? Will we be able to worship in
the Sanctuary? Will there be a Music Sunday? A Christmas
Pageant? An Advent Celebration? What will these events be like?
Like most things ―2020‖ the answers are not simple or obvious,
but please be assured that you JKPC Staff and leadership are
prayerfully considering how we can safely and meaningfully
observe this special time of year.
By mid-November we will have a plan for the ―when, where, and
how‖ of these traditions which are so important to us at this time of year.
We will be sending out an update on our scheduled events in a couple of weeks!

Congratulations!
You deserve to be congratulated for what you have accomplished in
your life and what you have done for others. Looking back on your life,
whether you are 80+, in your 20s, or
somewhere in between, you have endured hardships and may
challenges. But, here you are, in the middle of a pandemic doing your
best to not only survive, but as Christians, doing what you can to help
others. We are so thankful for our loving God‘s grace and mercy, which
has blessed each and every one of us. Without His guidance and
patience, we know our
present circumstances would be very different.
We say ―Congratulations‖ with utmost sincerity. However, did it
ever occur to you how much more difficult your life‘s challenges would be if you were a
person of color, instead of being white?
We are not saying you should feel guilty about being white, or less deserving of what
you have accomplished. We are only asking to to increase your self-awareness about how
our society has whites (mostly men) in charge of practically everything including businesses,
government, real estate, gyms, churches, sports, schools, colleges and many others. As
white people, our race has the power to decide our fate.
In 1988, Peggy McIntosh wrote a working paper at Wellesley Centers for Women
entitled ―White Privilege and Male Privilege…‖ In her paper, she states, ―I think (we) as
whites are carefully taught not to recognize white privilege, as males are taught not to
recognize male privilege...Only rarely will a man go beyond acknowledging that men have
unearned advantages… or that priviledged systems might even be challenged and changed.‖
She then goes on to identify 46 conditions which she, as a white woman, experiences
as daily advantages related to white privilege. Here are just a few of them, which you may
not even be aware of as being privileges (we sure weren‘t).




I did not have to educate our children to be aware of systemic racism for their own daily
physical protection.
I can do well in a challenging situation without being called a credit to my race.
I can choose public accommodation without fearing that people of my race cannot get in
or will be mistreated in the places I have chosen.

Peggy McIntosh further states, ―The appearance of being a good citizen, rather than a
troublemaker, comes in large part from having all sorts of doors open automatically because
of my color.‖
We, on the Task Force, have chosen two more Bible verses which make the point that
as Christians, our purpose is to help our brother and sisters in need.
 Genesis 1:26 - ―Then God said, Let us make humankind in our image, in our likeness…‖
The implication of this is that all should receive equal treatment and acceptance,
especially in the church where we all affirm the image of God in all people.
 Micah 6:8 - ―He has showed you, O mortal, what is good. And what does the Lord require
of you? To act justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with your God.‖ If there is
any injustice anywhere, then we are to be engaged in fighting against it and establishing
justice for all.
If you have questions, or want more information about what your or our congregation
can to to address bias/racism, we encourage you to email anyone on the committee:
Pastor Randy, jkpcrandy@sbcglobal.net; Stan Husted, kansasroots@yahoo.com; Nanette
Wehe, sing55on@gmail.com, Bob Bebee, rdbb1831@sbcglobal.net; or Kim Kraft,
kimberlykraft@comcast.net.
JKPC Session Matthew 25 Task Force (Elders: Bob Beebe, Kim Kraft, Nanette Wehe,
Stan Husted; Pastor Randy)

Veteran’s Day Video
Sunday, November 8
of

During the November 8 Worship service, we would like to honor ALL
our JKPC men and women veterans with a special video. Check out
the current video on the JKPC website. To be included in the
presentation, please contact Lyall Barrett.

Following is a list of JKPC Veterans:

Albrecht, Ted (D) USA
Barrett, Lyall USN (Ret)
Beebe, Robert USAF
Biddle, Don (D) USA
Compton, Bob (D) USN
Eason, Chandler USA
Edwards, Ray (D) USAA
Emig, Paul (D) USA
Floth, Ed (D) USA
Harper, John USN
Haynes, Bill USAF (Ret)
Holstrom, Tom USN
Husted, Stan USN (Ret)
Irwin, Hank USN
Jamison, Mavis USN
Johnson, Brad USA
Kennedy, Russ USAF
Lim, Howard USAF
McIntyre, Peter CAFI (Ret)

Miller, Jerry USN (Ret)
Morrow, David (D) USN (Ret)
Ogden, Don (D) USAAC
Peterson, Pete USA
Prestegard, Peter USCG
Rauch, David USA
Ruedi, Paul USA
Saupe, Owen (D) USAF
Sites, Ed (D) USA
Snowden, Rick USAF
Smith, Bob USA
Spruit, Bill USA
Van Brunt, Murray (D) USNG
Warner, Cal (D) USA
Wills, Sam USN
Wilson, Eric USA, USCG
Woods, Larry USAF

Letter from Grace - Our Compassion International Sponsored Child

LITWITS ~ Tuesday, November 10
4 p.m. on Zoom
6:30 p.m. Outdoors at Sue Fox’s Home
Enrich your reading life by talking books
with this inspiring group of readers
Our November meeting schedule will use the same format that we
have used recently. We will hold two meetings, one on Zoom at
4:00 p.m. and another, unless you receive further notice, in Sue
Fox‘s backyard (we will, of course, be monitoring COVID numbers,
air quality and weather). That meeting will begin at 6:30 p.m.
Sue Fox will send you the ZOOM invitation at least a week in advance. Be ready for a good
discussion of an exciting book and for thoughts on future meetings.
You will also receive notices a day in advance of the meeting - there will be a Zoom reminder
and an update on the outdoor meeting. In order to attend the in-person meetings you must
RSVP to Sue as soon as you can. We will limit our attendees to 10 so that safe distancing can
be maintained. You will receive instructions about procedures. It is also helpful for Sue to
know if you will be joining the Zoom meeting.
BOOKS:
For November, please read The White Devil’s Daughters: The Women Who Fought Slavery in
San Francisco’s Chinatown, by Julia Flynn Sile. E-mail Sue Fox if you would like the study/
discussion questions.
This informative, non-fiction book describes how a number of Christian women began what
would eventually become San Francisco‘s Cameron House, a place of refuge for Chinese
women and girls who had been sold into slavery. An inspiring cast of characters, both men
and women, contributed to the mission that saved many from a life fraught with suffering.
The early history of Chinatown, Chinese immigration and reactions against it are covered with
meticulous detail. This is meaty reading but fascinating and useful.
For December: Read Stephanie Barron‘s Jane and The Twelve Days of Christmas

Operation Christmas Child

Three Great Ways to help children around the world with
Operation Christmas Child:
1. Pack one of our Shoeboxes with toys, school supplies and necessities.
2. Build a Shoebox Online for approximately $25. You can find the link on the
home page of our church website, www.jkpcdublin.org, or visit samaritanspurse.org
3. Donate to the ―Hope Box‖ and Teresa DeHope will use the items to help fill her boxes!
Filled Boxes are due back to JKPC on November 22. There is a $9 shipping
donation requested for each box – you can even pay this fee online and track your box as it travels
around the world.

Children's Emergency Food Bank
Traditionally, November is when we begin preparation for the
Children‘s Emergency Food Bank annual Christmas Distribution. This is
an event that involves a large number of volunteers from the JKPC
congregation and various other organizations including several Girl and
Boy Scout Troops. A significnt amount of food is purchased and delivered
to Fellowship Hall. It is then put into apple boxes that are eventually
given to about one hundred families who have come to pick it up on the
second Saturday of December.
The 54th annual Christmas Distribution will again take place but the
preparation and delivery to the clients will be quite different due to the
circumstances created by the Covid 19 Pandemic. While we are open
every day on our regular schedule, we are unable to gather in large
groups to prepare the food boxes or to arrange to deliver them to clients
in the usual manner. This year each client who has received food during the year will receive
a gift card in the mail early in December that will replace the normal Christmas Food
Distribution. We are hopeful that things will improve before too long so that we can return to
the more normal tradition.
Thanks again to everyone who has helped make this event so successful for so long.

Heifer
International
Beginning November 22, we‘ll be accepting
donations for Heifer International
Living Gift Market.
Through Heifer International, animals and trees
can be ―purchased‖ on behalf of a family in
need, allowing the family to create income and
a future for their community. We will have
pretty honor cards to give out if you would like
to buy a llama for your mama or mallard for
Uncle Howard!
Please contact Nancy Polcyn for more
information.

Howard Lee
and Family!
During the Sunday, October 18, Worship Service, we welcomed our new Youth Director Howard Lee and his family:
wife Connie, 3rd grade son Keoni and 1st grade daughter
Kaila. During the Passing the Peace, Howard shared that
you may hear Keoni and Kaila calling people Auntie and Uncle. Upon asking why, Howard
responded:
―Growing up in Hawaii there's a saying that ‗I was a Christian since
my mother's womb‘, so you know needless to say, we‘ve been
going to church from a very young age. And every time we went to
church it was always explained to us that you should call anyone
older than you are ‗Auntie or Uncle‘. It simply puts a sense of
family, family ties, community, knowing that you have supervision,
you have that community of faith. For the young ones,
especially. I have tried to instill that into my kids as well. So
sooner or later they'll come up to you and call you Uncle or Auntie,
even if they don't know your name. They'll just say ‗Hey Auntie or
Uncle‘ and that's just to show a sign of respect and honor, and
also to say that we are all in it together. I think that's more
appropriate in a church than anywhere else.‖
Then… During the Kids Message, we gave Howard and his kids Super Hero capes… which
then called for some Super Hero questions.
Miss Nancy: Ok Keoni and Kaila, now that your dad is wearing his cape, can you share what your
dad‘s Super Power is? I know that he does so many cool things, but there has got to be something he
does really well!
Keoni: He eats a lot!
Kailey: He‘s big!
Miss Nancy: He‘s not that big… I heard your dad likes to cook! Does he make good BBQ? (Kaila
nods!) Ok, BBQing is your Super Power!
Miss Nancy: Ok Howard, your turn. If you could have any Super Power what would it be?
Howard: I‘ll answer this question in part with what I think heaven is. It goes with what my son said
my Super Power is. Some people think Heaven is a place where they never go hungry, well for me,
Heaven will be a place where I‘ll never get full. If that was a Super Power, it would be to be able to
eat non-stop!
Miss Nancy: Ok kids – you do know your father! Ok Howard, the next question is if you could travel
at the speed of light as a superhero, where would you want to fly or run fast to for a one day visit?
Where would you want to visit anywhere in the world for one day?
Howard: That‘s a great question. I would say I would love to go back to China and see some of the
people that I made connections with. In either China or Thailand because actually after the flooding
in 2002 I don't know if some of the people that I know are still there.
Miss Nancy: Nice answer, that you would want to check up on your friends. Ok Howard, back to
food. In order to keep your superpowers, what if you needed to eat the same meal for lunch every
day? What is your favorite food that you would not get tired of?
Howard: Ummm. So my favorite food is steak but steak is something you cannot eat every day to be
sustained. Actually my son and I just watched this program this morning about just survival. And if
you could only eat one thing, I would say beans and rice.
Miss Nancy: He does not ask for much in life! Ok last question is ―What is your Super Scripture that
helps keep you strong?‖
Howard: Galatians 2:20 is my Life Verse. ―I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but
Christ lives in me. The life I now live in the body, through Christ, who has given himself for
me.‖ That‘s my Life Verse. Hey that's a great segway. I didn't know you were going to do ask this
question, but really I think the thing about my life, and my family, and my children is we're really
here to serve you all. Being a part of a community is so important, for not only for my kids to grow

up, but even for myself to have a sense of belonging. To have a sense of a place, to know that this is
my home. And I pray that we will grow up together, that we will we'llworship together, we'll get wiser
together and we'll make a difference not only
in our lives but also in this community as well. And that's why i love that Bible verse
Nancy: That's wonderful! Howard we're very blessed to have you and your family here. We think you
are indeed a Super Hero and we want to say how excited we are about your leading our youth ministry!

JKPC’s 4th annual Trunk or Treat was a blast!
This was a two hour event that was spread out in our JKPC parking lot. There were three
different costume parades so 178 people could come at different times and stay a safe
distance from each other, while masked. Many in attendance were Co-op and Joy families!
156 enjoyed shaved ice, thanks to Outreach Ministries!
Thank you to the 13 families that decorated their cars for all to view.
And thank you for the live music played by Sue, Steve and Steve. So festive!
Wow - 200 items of non-perishable food donated to the food bank.
Thank you to all of our volunteers that helped keep this event organized and safe.
Blessings, Kim and Nancy
To see lots more fun Trunk or Treat photos, visit our website:
www.jkpcdublin.org

JKPC FAMILY MINISTRIES

Sunday School
4 p.m. on Zoom!

We are Journeying with Jesus!
Kids are discovering Where Jesus went,
What Jesus taught, and
Why it is Important for Today!
For Fall, we are offering Kids Video Sunday School Lessons, which
will be available on our ―Sunday Funday School‖ Private Face Book
Page as well as sent out on email (and on church website). Weekly
lessons and activity pages are emailed out, and craft packets have already been sent out.
Then, all kids are welcome to join in for ZOOM at 4 p.m. where we will discuss the daily lesson, play
games and just have fun with friends! Zoom will be led by Miss Nancy and Mrs. Richards!
November's Lesson Topics:
 November 1 - Journey to Capernaum: Friend lowered through roof
Jesus forgives us. Woven Placemat Craft
 November 8— Journey to Galilee - Storm Rocks the Boat
We can call on Jesus for help. Sun/Storm Wheel Craft
 November 15 - Journey to Bethsaida: Blind No More
Jesus meets our needs in amazing ways!
Decorate your Binocular Craft
 November 22 - Thanksgiving Fun - Jesus Feed 5000!
We can Share, too!
Advent Crafts and lessons will be sent out at the end of November.

JKPC Children’s Christmas Pageant VIDEO Program
to be shown Sunday December 13
We will be extra creative this year in sharing the story of
the very first Christmas! We plan on recording a Children’s
Christmas Pageant Video. We hope to include as many kids
as we can - they will have a chance to dress up as angels,
animals, shepherds and wise men—and sing, too!
Stay Tuned!

“We’re Thankful for Youth Group!”

It truly has been a long time
coming, so I say this
with great joy and excitement-- due to the reaching of
specific benchmarks of reopening by the Alameda County
Health department and with the blessings of the Session
meeting, we will now have Middle School Sunday School
and fellowship coming back to church live on Sundays.
Starting on November 1, Middle School students will be
allowed back on campus while still practicing social
distancing, having our masks on at all times, and following
all of the county's health guidelines. The first meeting will
be from 5 to 6 p.m. after the drive through meet and greet
with my family and myself. Please feel free to come a little
early to enjoy the festivities and pizza will be provided for
our youth.
Together in Him, Howard
Thank you all for your patience while we finalize schedules.
At this point, Middle School Zoom Meetings will continue on Monday, Wednesday and Thursday at
7 p.m. We'll keep you updated if there will be any changes.
November 1
Special All Church Drive-Thru Meet and Greet on Sunday from 4 - 5 p.m.
to Welcome the Lee Family! Youth Director Howard, Connie, Keoni and Kaila!!
Middle Schoolers join us at 4:45 p.m. and we will serve pizza in the courtyard. Middle School Youth
Group will then meet from 5 - 6 p.m.
High Schoolers join us from 6-8 p.m. in the courtyard for pizza and meeting!
November 8, 15, 22, 29
Middle School meets 4-6 p.m.
High School meets 6-8 p.m.

Do you shop on Amazon.com, then you should shop on AmazonSMILE.com.
It‘s the same shopping website, but amazonsmile.com donates 0.5% of the price of your
eligible purchases to JKPC.
SET-UP (one-time) - Amazonsmile.com, log-in (your usual Amazon username/password),
chose JKPC (DUBLIN) as your charity.
To earn the 0.5%, all purchases must be made from amazonsmile.com
AmazonSmile must be used on a computer rather than on a Smartphone

Simple and secure.
Give a single gift, or schedule
ongoing donations using
your checking account,
debit, or credit card.
John Knox has a new online giving platform which allows you to donate through our church website
and/or through a smart phone App! John Knox has partnered with "GivePlus" through
Vanco Payment Solutions, which is the official online giving platform recommended by the
Presbyterian Foundation. We will no longer be using Tithe.ly
Two ways you can donate!
1) Donate to JKPC online: Go to our website, www.jkpcdublin.org and click on the GIVE+ logo on
the left of the home page. This link that will direct to you to JKPC‘s online giving webpage. You will
immediately receive a JKPC receipt after donating, and you will also receive an email receipt.
2) GivePlus Mobile App: JKPC is now listed in the GivePlus Mobile App. Click on GIVE+ logo on our
website homepage and you will be directed to our online giving page with downloads for the GivePlus
App for Adroid and Apple devices. There is also a YouTube link to a short video with more details.
One question not addressed is that YOU are charged NO fees by donating either through the website
link above or through the GivePlus Mobile App. Normally, JPKC would be charged a 2% total
transaction fee, however, Vanco has reduced this fee to 1% during the COVID-19 crisis. Even at a
2% transaction fee, this is the lowest fee we found for donation platforms geared specifically to
churches.
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Finance Elder Peter McIntyre.

www.jkpcdublin.org

Deacons’ Meeting - 3rd Sunday - 11 a.m.
Finance Committee - Contact Peter McIntyre
Litwits - 2nd Tuesday - 6:30 p.m.
Praise Band - Thursdays - 7 p.m.
Rock Kids! Sunday afternoons @ 4 p.m. Zoom
Youth Groups - Sunday afternoons
Middle School - 4 p.m.
High School - 6 p.m.
Session Meeting - 3rd Tuesday - 7 p.m.

Current Bible Study Groups

John Knox Church Office - 828-1846,
johnknoxoffice@sbcglobal.net

Church Staff
Randy McGrady-Beach, Pastor
Nancy Polcyn, Family Ministries Director
Dean Christman, Music Director
Howard Lee, Youth Director
Mary Chervet, Administrative Assistant
Rene Phillips, Administrative Assistant
Teresa Karlson, Benevolence Treasurer
Eric Loofbourrow, Organist
Steve Kritzer, Music Ministry
Nanette Wehe, Music Ministry

Please contact them for more information.

Women’s Bible Study:
Fridays @ noon Zoom
Contact: Vickie Wyant
Fridays @10 a.m. - LIFT Women‘s Study on
Zoom.
Contact: Joan McGrady-Beach.
Men’s Bible Study:
Friday @ 9 a.m. Copper Skillet
Contact Randy McGrady-Beach

Volunteer Staff
Marion Rogers, Chief Sound Technician
Jerry Miller, Chief Video Technician
Sue King-Irwin & Peter McIntyre,
Head Ushers
Sue Wilburn & Sandi Coll, Music
Lisa Locus & Rene Phillips,
Wedding Coordinators
Lyall Barrett, Veterans Coordinator
Preschools
Joy Preschool & Day Care
Lisa Locus, Director - 829-3233
www.joypreschooldublin.com

If you have a prayer
request or know someone
who is need, please call
the office, or email us at
jkpccares@gmail.com

John Knox Co-op Preschool
Leslie James, Director - 828-2887,
www.jkcp.org

November Calendar
November 1
November
November
November
November
November

8
10
22
26-27
29

Worship Service and Communion
Daylight Saving Time Ends (2 a.m.) - clocks fall back
Veteran‘s Day Video during Worship
LITWITS
Filled Operation Christmas Child Boxes Due
JKPC Office Closed - Happy Thanksgiving
First Sunday of Advent

Coming Events - Save the Dates!
December
December
December
December

6
8
24
25

Worship Service and Communion
LITWITS
Christmas Eve Services, time TBA
Merry Christmas!

Details on these events may be found on our website: www.jkpcdublin.org

John Knox Presbyterian Church
7421 Amarillo Road, Dublin, CA 94568
(925) 828-1846
Website: www.jkpcdublin.org
Email: johnknoxoffice@gmail.com
9:30 a.m. Sunday Morning
In person in the church Courtyard
and
On Facebook Live

