
 

 

 

 
Coming To A Pulpit Near You! 

 

Here are Pastor Randy’s sermon subjects  
for the month of May.  

You may want to read the scripture  
passages in advance. 

 
May 1 - “Ruthless or Ruthful” Ruth 1:15-16 - Service at 10:15 a.m. 
 
May 8 - "The Tie That Binds" Genesis 24:62-67  
 
May 15 -"Double the Pleasure, Double the Fun" Genesis 25:21, 24-26 
 
May 22 - "What’s It Worth?" Genesis 25:29-34  
 
May 29 - “ Misdirected" Genesis 27:1-4,18-19, 27-29  

 

  Monthly update of events       

        John Knox Presbyterian Church 

 JKPC News 

 

May 1 from 11:30 a.m. – 1 p.m. 
in the Church Courtyard 

(Please Note: Worship is at 10:15 a.m.) 
 

 Complimentary “Taco Bar” lunch!  
Music & Dance Performances! 

 
 

VBS Registration Begins ~ May 1! 

 
 

 

SWELL Event ~  May Day Lunch & Flower Exchange 
   Saturday, May 7 at 11:30 a.m. 

  
   

Sunday, May 8  
 

Celebration of Communion      
Mother’s Day 

Youth Bake Sale 



 

 
 
 
 

Note: We will have a brief Worship Service  
at 10:15 a.m.  All are welcome!  

   

Sunday, May 1 from 11:30 a.m. - 1 p.m.  
 John Knox Presbyterian Church  

7421 Amarillo Road  Dublin 

 
 

Complimentary Taco Bar!  
 
 

Performances by:  
       

                    ~Steve Kritzer Music      
       ~Radiance School of Ballet  

 ~Wells Middle School Jazz Ensemble  
~ Ella O’Connell Irish Dancing  
~Zumba with Christina Chua 
 

 
 

 
Thanks to Rancho Grande Taqueria, Pleasanton 

 

    Food! 

Music! 

Dance!  



 

            I have come that they may have life,  

and have it to the full. 
John 10:10 (NIV) 

 
 This week I have the privilege of participating in the West 
Coast Presbyterian Pastor‟s Conference at Zephyr Point Conference 
Center (this is where I am at this writing). This is an annual gather-

ing of pastors that features teaching by prominent Bible and Theology professors from around 
the country. It provides an opportunity for all who attend to hear, interact, and wrestle with 
new ideas or new thoughts together with other pastors in the “Church.” 
 In one of the lectures by Dr. James Edwards, he asked us this question, “What are your 
goals or what is the outcome you would like to achieve in your ministry?” 
 The primary message I long to share with others is that Jesus has promised us a life 
that is full (note the verse above); this is translated in the NRSV as “abundant.” I don‟t be-
lieve that Jesus wants us to settle for just living life by going through the motions every day. 
Rather, he wants us to live life to its fullest, its most abundant, its richest. He wants us to 
have a life that is fulfilling, rich with new experiences, and transforming in its nature. 
 One lesson the Pandemic has taught me is that freedom is not to be taken for granted. 
We have all now endured, for much longer than expected, the restriction of movement – feel-
ing tethered geographically, socially, and personally – though some of it has been necessary. 
We have felt the need for freedom of movement, the opportunity to interact with others, and 
the chance to experience a constantly growing life. Despite restrictions that are beyond our 
control, abundant life is a source of freedom apart from circumstances. 
 A life that is abundant is one that exhibits curiosity, wonder, and joy. 
 A life that is abundant challenges our senses, our knowledge, and our very selves. Joan 
often quotes the admonition of Eleanor Roosevelt about living with courage that challenges us 

to “do one thing every day that scares you.” I am not sure I can embrace that as my personal 

mantra, but I hope I can do one thing every day that helps me to experience life more fully. 
This means doing something which takes courage to step beyond my normal living patterns. 
 A life that is abundant experiences variety; it is not just doing the “same old, same 
old.” It is a life that rises each day expectant of an encounter with something new to experi-
ence. There are too many wondrous things in this world to walk through this life with our 
eyes closed. There is far too much to learn and to see to be satisfied with having all you know 
to be that which you learned in kindergarten (this is in reference to a book titled All I Really 
Need to Know I Learned in Kindergarten).  
 I also need to enjoy what I have and be grateful for it, for that is when we can truly ex-
perience joy. 
 The song titled “Called Me Higher,” by All Sons & Daughters, begins with the phrase, “I 
could just sit and wait for all Your goodness, hope to feel Your presence. I could just stay 
right where I am and hope to feel You.” We know that God will indeed come to us if we are 
open to that. But the song goes on to affirm, “But You have called me higher. You have called 
me deeper, and I'll go where You will lead me, Lord.” 
 When we experience abundant life, it will be not only a more satisfying life, but also a 
life that God longs for us to have. 
 So, let us seek to learn something new every day, and let us ask God to open our eyes 
to the sights, sounds, and touch of this magnificent world that surrounds us. As we truly 
taste this world, the joy we experience means we have caught a glimpse of what God longs 
for us to celebrate. 
 Celebrating life with you, Pastor Randy 

 
 
 
 
 



 

People of Color Refugees from Ukraine 
 

“As Ukrainians have fled into neighboring countries, multiple sources  
reported instances of racial discrimination at their borders. Numerous  
international students, originating from countries across Africa, Asia, and the 
Middle East, were met with hostility in comparison to their white  
counterparts… 
 

“ABC News reported a British black medical student living in Ukraine  
waited with her family in a line of cars for 40 hours at the Romanian border 
and were met with anger by white Ukrainians who did not want them to  
enter… 

 

“Time magazine reported this story from a Congolese migrant displaced from her home in 
Ukraine, „Upon fleeing and seeking a train to safety, the Ukrainian military divided us into 
groups based on whiteness. When our train stopped at the Polish border for 17 hours,  
Ukrainian train guards passed out bread and sausages to refugees and overtly ignored us  
African passengers.‟ ” Written by Jerica Barkley on April 7, 2022, The Threefold Advocate. 
 
The following stories are from CBS News, March 12, 2022. “Ethel Ansaeh Otto, student from 
Ghana, described what she saw and experienced, „Mostly they would consider white people 
first, then Indian people, and then Arabic people before Black people.‟ 
 
“Selma El Alaui, a student, from Morocco, said, „We went to the train station and they would 
not let us in, and when they did let us in, they were like, 'You have to give us money because 
this is not free for you because you are foreign,‟ 
 
“I was with my friends, buying something to eat outside,‟ said Sara, 22, an Egyptian student 
in Ukraine, now in Poland, „These men started to harass a group of men from Nigeria. They 
wouldn‟t let an African boy go inside a place to eat some food. Then they came towards us 
and yelled, „Go back to your country.‟ 
 
“Historian Kimberly St. Julian Varnon is in touch with several students who made it to  
Hungary. „Many of them are now considered third-country nationals and have been told they 
must move to another country or go back home within 30 days.‟ ” 
 
As we watch, listen, and read these and other stories about the refugees fleeing Ukraine, we 
need to reflect that people of color worldwide face challenges of discrimination daily whether 
it be during a war, or just day-to-day living, and that those of us who are white do not. 
 
Stan Husted, Matthew 25 Task Force 
 

 

 

 

       Ukrainian Refugee Donation Update  
 

Thank you to our JKPC family for your generous donations. 

We have received $4,000 in donations that will help 

Ukrainian refugees through Presbyterian Disaster  

Assistance. 

https://advocate.jbu.edu/author/barkleyjj/


  

LITWITS—TUESDAY,    
    MAY 10, 6:30 P.M.         

This month‟s in-person meeting will be held at Carolee Ruedi‟s‟s home ( at 6:30 pm, on 
Tuesday, May 10. For the in-person meeting, please bring a substantial sweet or savory 
dish to share. Drinks will be provided. Please RSVP to your hostess. DO NOT HESITATE TO 
JOIN US, EVEN IF YOU HAVE NEVER ATTENDED BEFORE!  
 
There will be NO Litwits ZOOM meeting on Tuesday, May 10. The 4:00 p.m.  
ZOOM meetings will resume in June. 

                 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FOR MAY: please read Malcolm Gladwell‟s Talking to Strangers: What We Should Know 
about People We Don’t Know. Gladwell offers his readers numerous and seemingly  
unrelated, real-life case studies to explain how it is that we often misjudge people and their 
intentions. What strategies can we learn to avoid miscommunication with, and  
misrepresentation of, others? What solutions does this author offer us? 
 
FOR JUNE:  The June reading selections are On Juneteenth, by Annette Gordon-Reed and 
Three Girls from Bronzeville: A Uniquely American Memoir of Race, Fate and Sisterhood, by 
Dawn Turner. Read either or both. 
 
 

 
Josué Israel Karlson 

March 5, 2022 
7 lb 5 oz 

 
Parents Becca and Josh Karlson  

living in Hercules, CA 
 Grandparents Teresa & Michael Karlson 



 

 
SWELL Event ~  May Day Lunch & Flower Exchange 

Saturday, May 7 at 11:30 a.m. 

       SWELL (Social Women Enjoying Living Life) will be celebrating 
May with a luncheon at Carol Lee's home. Please bring your lunch, 
beverage, and a potted flower to exchange with those attend-
ing. Carol will provide a yummy  
dessert! All those who wish to join us can RSVP to Carol. Can‟t wait to 
see all you beautiful ladies! 

 

Sunday, May 8 ~ We’ll honor the mother figures in 
our lives with beautiful Sunflowers on this Sunday. 

 

 

 
Youth Bake Sale on Sunday, May 8, after Worship 

 Our JKPC Middle Schoolers have a heart for making the 
world a better place! Proceeds of their Mother's Day Bake Sale 

will go to "Rain Forest Trust." This is a U.S. based nonprofit  
organization focused on the purchase and protection of  

tropical lands to strategically conserve threatened  
     species. Thank you for your support!  

 
 

Children’s Emergency Food Bank 
 

The Children‟s Emergency Food Bank is looking for one or two  
volunteers to package and deliver food to our clients. For a good 

explanation about the Food Bank and our procedures please visit our  
website www.childrensemergencyfoodbank.org or contact  

Rick Snowden. We need one person to cover the first and third  
Fridays of each month and another to cover every Tuesday. It may be  

possible to rearrange the schedule depending on the particular situation. 
Volunteers do not have to be members of  

John Knox Presbyterian Church, so if you have a neighbor or friend  
who you think might be interested, please share this information with them.  

CEFB began delivering food to residents of Pleasanton, Dublin,  
San Ramon and Danville five days per week in 1969. Through April we have made 90  

distributions in 2022. Please contact Rick Snowden with any questions. 
 

 
Fireworks Booth! 

 
JKPC and Briarhill Swim Team will be teaming up in selling 4th of July 
Fireworks starting at the end of June! This is an amazing fundraising 
opportunity for the church. Look for updates soon on how you can  

support this fundraiser by purchasing fireworks or  
volunteering for a shift at the booth.  

Sign-ups for shifts will start on May 8! 

http://www.childrensemergencyfoodbank.org


 

Update from Grace 
Our JKPC Sponsored Compassion International Child 



 



 

 

 

 

 

Hear Ye, Hear Ye -  in 2020 we were Quarantined in the Castle.... 
 In 2021 we were on land (at JKPC) & out to sea (virtual) with Adventure Island... 

Now that it's 2022 we have lowered the drawbridge for all to enter in our fully  
In-Person On Campus VBS! It will be a Knights of North Castle Royal  

VBS Celebration, where your kids will learn how to be Strong in the Lord! 
  

Our VBS will be both inside the Sanctuary for opening  
assembly, songs and skits, as well as music time.   
We will then enjoy lessons, crafts, recreation & fun with 
friends outside in the four Castle Courtyards!  
There may even be SNOW!  Please note:  
Masks will be optional both inside and outside.  

Save the Dates: 
Online Registration will begin Sunday, May 1        www.jkpcdublin.org 
Sunday, July 10 -  Courtyard Carnival 
Monday-Friday, July 11-15  VBS Week     9 a.m. -  Noon 
Sunday, July 17 -  VBS Musical Sunday & BBQ  

VBS is offered to kids in Preschool through Middle School   (grades in Fall 2022). 
* Preschoolers should be 3-years-old by July 10 and potty trained. 
* Middle School (6th-8th grade) will enjoy both leadership & group time  
* High Schoolers (9th-12th grade) are invited 
to join the fun in full time leadership positions. 
 
VBS Week Rates: 
$60 per child (preschool - 5th Grade) 
$30 per Middle Schooler 
No Fee for High Schoolers (but please fill out a 
registration form) 

Adults who Volunteer 2 days or more will receive discounted children 
 registration fees. 
If you help 2 Days: $50 per child 
If you help 3 Days: $40 per child 
If you help 5 Days: $30 per child 

Scholarship or Partial Scholarships are available.  And if you would like to  
donate to our Scholarship Fund, we thank you. Online Registration begins  
Sunday, May 1 and you will have the opportunity to pay the VBS fees via Check, 
Cash or Venmo.   

 Snacks are peanut-free and will be eaten outside.   More information will be 
provided with the registration form.   

If questions, please contact Miss Nancy at jkpcnancyp@sbcglobal.net 



 
  

 
 

 Sunday Afternoon Youth Group 
 
 
Middle School: Meets 4-6 p.m.   
Join us for Games, Friends, Lessons to build your Faith and FUN! PJ & Soeun Peterson and 
Sue Wilburn lead the group -  and the teens will enjoy Worship Music with Sue Wilburn and 
Steve Kritzer, too! 
 
High School: Meets 6-8 p.m. 
Join us for dinner and fellowship!   
Allie Baker is leading the group in a creative way in learning the Books of the Bible!  
 
    YOUTH Group EVENTS coming up! 
 
 

 Friday Night Movie & Pizza Night  
 Friday, May 6,  5:30-9:30 p.m. 
 Join us for lots of fun in Room D! Popcorn, too!   

 
 
 
 
   Boomers! Wednesday, June 15,  from 5-9 p.m.  
    Save the date for mini golf fun with friends!  
 
 
 
         Santa Cruz Beach FUN!  

 Beach CLEAN-UP!  BEACH Boardwalk Rides! 
      We‟re planning to go to Santa Cruz on Saturday, July 23!   
    Stay tuned for all the details!   
 
 
 
 
Youth Bake Sale on Sunday, May 8, after Worship 
Our JKPC Middle Schoolers have a heart for making the world a 
better place! Proceeds of their Mother's Day Bake Sale will go 
to "Rain Forest Trust." This is a U.S. based nonprofit  
organization focused on the purchase and protection of  
tropical lands to strategically conserve threatened  
species. Thank you for your support!  
 
 

 
Graduation Sunday at JKPC is Sunday, June 12 
Join us as we recognize our JKPC High School Graduates, as well as 
celebrate those graduating from elementary & middle school, and 
college, too! Your JKPC Family is proud of you all and will be praying 
for your futures!  
 
 
 



    
 
 

 

 
Hey Kids!!   

 
Join us on Sunday mornings during Kids Sunday 

School! Children first start off with their families during 
church. After Miss Nancy's Children's Message, kids are 
excused for Sunday School. There are interactive Bible 

lessons, crafts and fun with friends! In May we'll be 
exploring What a Friend we have in Jesus!!    

Mother's Day is May 8 and we'll be creating a special 
jewelry box to give your Mom or Grandma!!   

 
 

 
 

Sunday Afternoon Fun  4-5:30 p.m.  
 

ROCK for Kids 
 May 1 is our last official ROCK for Kids for  

Kindergarten-4th Grade. Join us for Games, Snacks and Bible Fun!  
A Special Thank You to Alice Richards, Christian Plechaty and  

Merritt Kraft who have helped Miss Nancy at ROCK!!  
 

Game Day! 
On Sunday, May 22, we'll have a special afternoon Game Day for 

kids of all ages, and parents are  
welcome to join us! More details to come! 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

John Knox Co-Op Preschool still has some openings  
for their Fall 2022 school year!   

 
Please visit their website to discover more about  
their preschool program  http://www.jkcp.org  

JKPC FAMILY MINISTRIES 
with Nancy Polcyn! 

http://www.jkcp.org/


 
 

Give When and Where You Want 
with Vanco Online Giving!  

 
  

Vanco Faith is our Online Giving tool  
(formerly titled Give Plus). You can donate to  

JKPC online or through the Vanco App. 
 
 

The Vanco link for online donations is on our  
JKPC Website Home Page.  

 
Or you can go to the App Store on your Smart Phone and find the VANCO 

FAITH App!  When you create a profile and choose a church - make sure that 
you search for John Knox Presbyterian Church in Dublin, California. 

 
YOU are charged NO fees by donating online. JPKC is charged a 2% total transaction fee, 

which is the lowest fee we found for donation platforms geared specifically to  
churches. However, there is a button on the app to cover the charge if you choose.   

 
 Thank you for your continued support of JKPC! 

 
 

 
 

Do you shop on Amazon.com? Then we encourage you to 
 shop on AmazonSMILE.com.  

It‟s the same shopping website, but amazonsmile.com donates 
0.5% of the price of your eligible purchases to JKPC.   

 
SET-UP (one-time) - Amazonsmile.com, log-in (your usual Amazon 

username/password), chose JKPC (DUBLIN) as your charity.  
Thank you! 

 

Note: AmazonSmile must have purchases transacted on a computer 

rather than a Smartphone in order for JKPC to receive the credit. Thank you! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanks for remembering to keep your 2022 Pledges and Offerings up to date! Your financial 

support is essential to maintaining our campus and to keeping the JKPC ministries strong! 

 

Freely you have received; freely give… 

Matthew 10:8 

 

 

AmazonSMILE.com


 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
May Calendar 

 May 1   Celebration Sunday 
 May 6  Youth Movie & Pizza Night 
 May 7  SWELL Lunch at Carol Lee‟s 
 May 8  Communion 
    Mother‟s Day & Youth Bake Sale 
 May 11  LITWITS Book Club 
     

         
 
 

 Coming Events - Save the Dates! 
 June 6   Communion  
 June 8   LITWITS Book Club 
 June 10    Women‟s Ministries Paint „N Sip 
 June 12   Graduation Sunday 
 June 15   Youth Group trip to Boomers 
 June 20   Father‟s Day 
    
 
 



 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Church Staff 
Randy McGrady-Beach, Pastor  
Nancy Polcyn, Family Ministries Director 
Dean Christman, Music Director 
Youth Leaders, Allison Baker, PJ Peterson, 
Soeun Peterson, Sue Wilburn 
Mary Chervet, Administrative Assistant 
Rene Phillips, Administrative Assistant 
Teresa Karlson, Benevolence Treasurer 
Eric Loofbourrow, Organist 
Steve Kritzer, Music Ministry 
Nanette Wehe, Music Ministry 
 

 
 

Volunteer Staff 
Andrew Currier, Chief Sound Technician 
Jerry Miller, Chief Video Technician 
Sue King-Irwin & Peter McIntyre,   
 Head Ushers 
Sandi Coll, Music 
Lisa Locus & Rene Phillips, 
     Wedding Coordinators 

 
Preschool 

John Knox Co-op Preschool  
 Leslie James, Director 

 

John Knox Presbyterian Church 
7421 Amarillo Road, Dublin, CA 94568  

(925) 828-1846 

Website: www.jkpcdublin.org 

Email: johnknoxoffice@gmail.com 

 

9:30 a.m. Sunday Morning 

on FaceBook Live 

Blended Worship Service 
Sunday School for Preschool through High 

School & Nursery Care. 

 
 

 
 

Deacons’ Meeting - 3rd Sunday - 11 a.m. 
Finance Committee - Meets the Friday 
before Session. Contact Peter McIntyre 
Litwits - 2nd Tuesday - 6:30 p.m.  
Praise Band - Thursdays - 7 p.m.  
ROCK for Kids - Sundays at 4 p.m. 
Session Meeting - 3rd Tuesday - 7 p.m. 
Youth Groups - Sunday afternoons  
 Middle School - 4 p.m.  
   High School - 6 p.m.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Current Bible Study Groups 
Please contact them for more information.  

  

Women’s Bible Study: 
LIFT Women‟s Study - Friday @10 a.m. on 
Zoom. Contact: Joan McGrady-Beach.  
 
Women‟s Bible Study on Zoom - Fridays at 
noon. Contact Vickie Wyant 
 
    Men’s Bible Study: 
Friday @8 a.m. - Copper Skillet Restaurant, 
Dublin. Contact: Pastor Randy. 

 

Prayer Requests 
If you have a prayer  

request or know  
someone who is  

in need, please email us at  
jkpccares@gmail.com 

 
 

 
 

mailto:jkpccares@gmail.com

