
 

 

 

 
Coming To A Pulpit Near You! 

 

Here are Pastor Randy’s sermon subjects  
for the month of May.  

You may want to read the scripture  
passages in advance. 

 
May 2 - John 5:1-9 - ―Glad Surprise‖  

          Communion Sunday 

 

May 9 - John 5:16-18 - ―Whose Daughter Are You?‖ 

 

May 16 - Ephesians 5:15-20 ―Walk in Love‖ Guest Pastor Terry Dwyer 

 

May 23 - John 5:24-27 - ―Living the Dream‖ 
 

  Monthly update of events       

        John Knox Presbyterian Church 

 JKPC News 

 
 
 

Celebration of Communion ~ Sunday, May 2 
 
 
 

 
   

Childrens Ministry Sunday Afternoon Events:  
May 2, Rock Painting & May 23, ―Slime Time‖ 

 
 

 
 

 
  Mother’s Day~ Sunday, May 9 

 
 

 
 
 

  Pentecost  ~ Sunday, May 23  



 
And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age. 

Matthew 28:20b 
 

 This year is not like last year. We have finally turned a corner as we deal 

with the virus that has devastated the world. Though I had hoped it would draw 

all of our countries closer, because we are fighting a common enemy, we are 

far from being a global community. I acknowledge that not all priorities are the 

same and the inequity of resources continues to be a big divide in this world, 

but I continue to hope that someday we will learn to trust and care for each other better. 

 In the meantime, I anticipate that approaching summer will be a bit more normal. I know some  

families are already making plans for vacation or at least an opportunity to view different scenery. We 

have a family gathering planned the first week of August, and it will be wonderful to have everyone 

together again. 

 This last month after Joan and I had received our second vaccine we headed off to Texas to see 

two of our kids and three of our grandchildren. It was the first time in about 18 months that we were 

able to see, hug, and love on our family. Spring is a great time to be in Texas. Of course, the reason 

we were there was not because of the weather, but because we were both fully vaccinated, the  

restrictions around Covid-19 were slowly being lifted, and, most importantly, to interact in person 

with family members. 

 I know some people have a bucket list of what they want to see before they leave this earth, 

and some of these places are better to visit at different times of the year. Mid-August is definitely not 

the best time to go to Texas and mid-January is not the best time to go to Seattle, Washington – the 

places where our kids and grandkids live. California is a pretty ideal travel destination in almost any 

season, at least in the Bay Area, but traveling is costly and it is easier for us (being only two people) 

to travel out of state than to have family members come here. When we have hosted people, it has 

been during the less crowded times in the late fall through early spring. Besides the great variety of 

destinations in California, there are great places to see all around the world, and sometimes you just 

have to go when you can. 

 I remember the time I went to Israel and all the merchants and travel leaders were so grateful 

we had come, regardless of the time of the year. People had been avoiding the country because of  

recent bombings and unrest, so when I went with a group of twenty pastors the locals were delighted 

to welcome tourists. 

 When I think about traveling, I can think of a few places I would like to visit. But as I thought 

about the restrictions lifting and ―oh, the places we could go‖, I love Dr. Seuss don’t you, I realized 

that for me it isn’t the time of year, nor is it the places I yearn to see as much as it is the person with 

whom I would travel that makes all the difference. I want to go with someone who is interested in the 

planned destination and who is willing to embrace the experience and navigate the culture with me. 

Most of all, I want someone with whom I can share the experience. 

 I think this desire to be with certain kinds of people also carries over to my present life. I want 

to be with people who are committed to embracing new challenges and who recognize that we only go 

through this life once. I want to be with people who are grateful for what they have and grateful for 

the people with whom they journey. 

 I am enriched by people and the stories they share with me. I am a better person because of 

those around me who aspire to take in the beauty and wonder of this creation and all the creatures 

around us. It is not where I am going that makes traveling so great, it is those with whom I spend my 

time. 

 Oh, I still long to go some places where the kids or grandkids may not be able to join us, but it  

certainly would be much more enjoyable if they were along with me. I am already grateful for the 

time I have spent with them and I look forward to visiting them again soon, even if it is mid-August 

when I go to Texas or mid-January when I go to Seattle. 

 Hoping and praying you can be with those who enrich your life sometime this summer. 

 Blessings, Pastor Randy 



 
  

What Can We Christians Do to  
Stop Harassment of Asian-Americans? 

 
Recently the Asian Law Caucus and the Hollaback nonprofits conducted a webi-
nar on ―Bystander Intervention to Stop Anti-Asian/American and Xenophobic 
Harassment‖. The reason people don’t do something when they see someone 
being harassed is called the Bystander Effect: Everyone waits for someone else 
to act. 
How do we show up and support each other?  We learn and use at least one of 
the 5 D’s: Distract, Delegate, Document, Delay, Direct. 
When intervening, always prioritize and assess your own safety. Notice the sce-
nario. Note your concerns. Decide if one of the five D’s which are designed to de
-escalate the situation works for you.  (47% of the attendees for this webinar 
responded their first choice would usually be to Distract.) 

 
Distract 

Ask the harasser, ―Can you tell me where the closest grocery store is?‖  
Drop something heavy.  Spill a drink, and everyone will backup. 
Talk to the person experiencing the harassment. 
Pretend you know the person being harassed, ―Here you are.  I have been waiting for you.‖ 

 
Delegate  

Get help from someone else. Ask the person next to you to find someone in authority.  If on a bus, 
tell the bus driver. 
Always check with the person being harassed before you call the police.  
If harassment is online, report to the platform where it happened. 

 
Document 

Delegate, then document.  
Take photo or video. Try filming undercover. Be six feet away. 
Hold phone horizontal; be steady for 10 seconds.  
Give video to the person who was harassed.  
Write down everything you can remember if you can’t take a photo.  

 
Delay 

 Immediately after the event, check the person who was harassed to assess and ask what you can do.  
It is so important to check-in with the person. Checking in is deeply validating to the person who was 
victimized.  
Your knowing glance can reduce the trauma of the victim. Small gestures show we have the backs of 
those being harassed. 

 
Direct 

(Don’t intervene if the harassment is online.) 
Name the behavior to the harasser. For example, ―That’s racist‖ said in a calm voice.  
Name what you observe to the harasser. For example, ―She looks uncomfortable.‖ ―Why don’t you 
leave her alone?‖   
Ask a question of the harasser in hopes they will stop and self-correct. For example, ―What are you 
doing?‖ 
 
These five D’s apply not just to Asian Americans as victims, but to anyone who is targeted.  
Please use them help others and change you from a person of inaction to a Bystander in Ac-
tion.   

For more information please go online to standagainsthatred.org 
Session Matthew 25 Task Force:  Stan Husted, Nanette Wehe, Terry Han, Kim Kraft, Pastor Randy 
 

 

 



 

LITWITS: OUTDOORS and ON 
ZOOM—MAY 11                                  

 
 

 
HAPPY MAY DAYS! Plan to join us for  

Social distancing will be observed, and you 
are asked to wear masks as you enter. 
Drinks and individualized snacks will be  

offered but please bring your own dinner.  
Attendees will be limited to 12 in order to 
maintain good COVID standards so please 

make a reservation with Sue Fox (see email 
below) ahead of time. 

 
 

For those unable to meet at the outdoor  
session, please join us on  

a ZOOM meeting on May 11th, at 4:00 pm.  It 
would be helpful if those who plan to attend 
this meeting would let me (Sue Fox) know. 

 
Of course, you are all invited to attend both meetings if you would like! DO NOT HESITATE TO JOIN 
US AT EITHER MEETING, EVEN IF YOU HAVE NEVER ATTENDED BEFORE! 
 
All of you will receive a ZOOM invite by the week before the meeting and a reminder the day before. 
At that point you will receive any meeting updates required.  
 
BOOKS:  
 
For MAY: Read Colson Whitehead’s The Nickel Boys.  
Whitehead’s Pulitzer Prize-winning and essential novel takes its readers to a reformatory for juvenile 
―delinquents‖ in Florida called the Nickel Academy. The story is based on a real-life institution, the 
Dozier School, that operated for 111 years before an investigation revealed the devastating events 
that had actually occurred there over the years. In the novel, you will follow the fictional but not un-
likely case of a character named Elwood Turner. A wrenching but extremely worthwhile read. 
 

For the June meeting, we will be reading Erik Larson’s The Splendid and the Vile. This is a big and 
very well-written account of Churchill and his family during the Blitz—you might want to get a head 
start! 
 

 



 
SWELL Lunch—May 15 @ 11:30 a.m. 

 
SURPRISE Box Lunch 

 
Join SWELL (Social Women Enjoying Living Life) 

for a fun lunch event! 
 

Prepare a ―Surprise Box Lunch‖ for someone 
(condiments on the side) and join us at  

Ellie Haynes home.  
       

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mental Health Awareness Month – Mindfulness Challenge  

In observance of Mental Health Awareness during the month of May, JKPC member and  
Community LIfe Elder, Terry Han, is inviting the JKPC family to participate in a 21-Day  

Mindfulness Challenge. Terry and the Wellness Team at his company, BD Life Sciences, have 
organized this challenge. To participate, please sign-up with Terry by May 2 . You can also 
recruit family and friends to participate. Starting on May 3, you will receive one email a day 
for 21 days with tips and on how you can improve your mental health. Each email comes 

with a fun wellbeing activity you can do throughout the month.                                               

 
 

 
 

 
Bill Spruit 

 
May 11, 1934 - April 9, 2021 



 
  

 
 
 

 
 

 

Hey Kids!!  
Join us in May for Fun, Friends, and  

Fruit of the Spirit!  
 

In Sunday School we will be exploring the Fruit of the Spirit: Love, 
Joy, Peace, Patience, Kindness, Goodness, Faithfulness,  

Gentleness and Self-Control!  Lesson and Activity bags will be ready 
to pick up on Sunday, May 2. Sunday School is offered during  

Worship Services and special lesson videos will be sent out to all!   
  

Zoom Sunday School will be: 4/25, 5/16 & 5/30 
  

 

 
We are excited to offer two on-campus events in May! 

You can drop your kids off for some & safe fun activities!   
 

ROCK Painting at JKPC! 
We are excited to invite the JKPC Sunday School kids to join us for 

a safe & fun event on the JKPC Campus!! We will be kicking off 
our Fruit of the Spirit Lessons this day - make sure to pick up your 

Sunday School Lesson Family Bag! 
   

Drop off your kids at JKPC on Sunday, May 2, from 4 - 5 
p.m. We'll be painting rocks and having fun together in the Co-op 
Preschool Playyard. Please make sure your kids wear clothes that 
you don't mind getting paint on. Miss Nancy and Mrs. Richards will 

be watching over your kids during this event! 

 
 

SLIME TIME at JKPC! 
Sunday, May 23, from 4-5 p.m. 

We are excited to invite the JKPC Sunday School kids to join us for a safe &  
fun event on the JKPC Campus!!   

We'll be learning how to make the coolest and slimiest Slime from slime experts Maddie & 
Mia in the Co-op Preschool Playyard. Please make sure your kids wear clothes that you don't 
mind getting slime on. Miss Nancy, Mrs. Richards and Mrs. Hong will be watching over your 

kids during this event!  

JKPC FAMILY MINISTRIES 
with Nancy Polcyn! 

Celebrating Graduates at JKPC  
 

Congrats to all of our JKPC Graduates, whether graduating from 
High School, Preschool, 5th Grade or 8th Grade – or College!  We 
will celebrate you during one of our May Online Services!  If you 
have a ―graduation picture‖ to share – please email or text it to 

Nancy Polcyn!  
 

May God’s blessings guide you to accomplish your goals  
throughout the coming years! 



 
 

Youth Group with Howard Lee 

Celebrating Graduates at JKPC  
 

Congrats to all of our JKPC Graduates, whether graduating from 
High School, Preschool, 5th Grade or 8th Grade – or College!  We 
will celebrate you during one of our May Online Services!  If you 
have a ―graduation picture‖ to share – please email or text it to 

Nancy Polcyn!  
 

May God’s blessings guide you to accomplish your goals  
throughout the coming years! 

Hello JKPC VBS Families!   

JKPC's Discovery on Adventure Island Vacation Bible 
School is coming ashore July 12-16!  

We will again offer a Virtual VBS like last year, but we 
are excited to be in the planning stages for a Hybrid 
version too!   

Please help us plan this summer's VBS by answering a 
short VBS Survey by May 7.    

Thank you! 

 
Middle School and High School Youth Group Schedule: 
 
Middle School meetings on Zoom : 
 
Wednesdays and Thursdays from 7 - 8 p.m.  
 
Middle School and High School in person meetings at JKPC: 
 
Middle School Worship/Fellowship on Sunday  
afternoons from 4 - 6 p.m.   
We’ll be meeting outdoors until further notice. 
 
High School Worship/Fellowship on Sunday  
afternoons from 6 - 8 p.m.  
We’ll be meeting outdoors until further notice. 
 
Please Note: No Sunday Youth Group on 
Sunday, May 9 
In order to meet in person -  parents will need to sign 
a release form and kids will need to follow our COVID 
19 safety protocols. The protocols can be found on 
our website.  

 
 
 

Celebrating Graduates at JKPC  
 

Congrats to all of our JKPC Graduates, whether graduating from High School, Pre-
school, 5th Grade or 8th Grade – or College!  We will celebrate you during one of our 
May Online Services!  If you have a ―graduation picture‖ to share – please email or 

text it to Nancy Polcyn!  
 

May God’s blessings guide you to accomplish your goals  



 

Update from Grace 
Our JKPC Sponsored Compassion International Child 



 



 

Eastertide greetings to you, JKPC! 
 
 

We hope that you are well. Thank you so much for your faithful 

support and prayers for our ministry in South Sudan. Your  

support enables us to serve with God’s people in South Sudan, 

training leaders and helping the church be an agent of healing.   

As you may know, we are currently in the U.S. because of the 

Covid-19 crisis.  However, we have been able to continue  

supporting our partners in South Sudan remotely and hope to 

return to Juba in July of this year. We praise God for ways that 

churches in South Sudan continue to grow and show the love of 

Christ in the midst of great challenges, especially this year  

during the pandemic. We hope that you are receiving our  

newsletters – our recent one describes an ordination of pastors and leaders in a remote  

region. You can read our newsletter by going to:  http://pcusa.org/bob-and-kristi-rice 

 

Please pray for God’s peace and provision for people in South Sudan. Please pray also that 

we can be faithful in our work with our partners. We are grateful for you and always  

appreciate hearing from you. We pray often for your church, and know that this has been a 

very challenging season for everyone. May this Easter season be a joyful time for you of  

celebrating our risen Savior!  

 
Gratefully, 
 
Bob and Kristi, Mission Co-workers, PC(USA) 
 
 
You can find Bob & Kristi’s blog at: 
 
 
Blog: http://bobandkristi.blogspot.com/ 
 

http://pcusa.org/bob-and-kristi-rice
http://bobandkristi.blogspot.com/


 
 
 

Simple and secure. Give a single 
gift, or schedule 

ongoing donations using your  
checking account,  

debit, or credit card.   

John Knox has a new online giving platform which allows you to donate through our church website 
and/or through a smart phone App! John Knox has partnered with "GivePlus" through  
Vanco Payment Solutions, which is the official online giving platform recommended by the  
Presbyterian Foundation. We will no longer be using Tithe.ly  

Two ways you can donate! 

1) Donate to JKPC online: Go to our website, www.jkpcdublin.org, and click on the GIVE+ logo on 
the left of the home page. This link will direct to you to JKPC’s online giving webpage. You will  
immediately receive a JKPC receipt after donating, and you will also receive an email receipt.  

2) GivePlus Mobile App: JKPC is now listed in the GivePlus Mobile App. Click on the GIVE+ logo on 
our website homepage and you will be directed to our online giving page with downloads for the 
GivePlus App for Adroid and Apple devices. There is also a YouTube link to a short video with more 
details.  

YOU are charged NO fees by donating either through the website link above or through the GivePlus 
Mobile App. Normally, JPKC would be charged a 2% total transaction fee, however, Vanco has  
reduced this fee to 1% during the COVID-19 crisis. Even at a 2% transaction fee, this is the lowest 
fee we found for donation platforms geared specifically to churches. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Peter McIntyre, Finance Elder, 
at pmcintyre@comcast.net 

  
 

Do you shop on Amazon.com? Then we encourage 
you to 

 shop on AmazonSMILE.com.  
It’s the same shopping website, but ama-

zonsmile.com donates 0.5% of the price of your 
eligible purchases to JKPC.   

 
SET-UP (one-time) - Amazonsmile.com, log-in (your 

usual Amazon username/password), chose JKPC 
(DUBLIN) as your charity.  Thank you! 

 

Note: AmazonSmile must have purchases transacted 

on a computer rather than a Smartphone in  

order for JKPC to receive the credit. Thank you! 

AmazonSMILE.com


 

 
 
 

 
 
 

May Calendar 
May 2   Communion Sunday 
   Kid’s Rock Painting 
May 7  National Day of Prayer 
May 9  Mother’s Day 
May 11  LITWITS Book Club 
May 23  Pentecost Sunday 
   Kid’s Slime Time 
     

          

Coming Events - Save the Dates! 
June 6   Communion  
June 8   LITWITS Book Club 
June 20   Father’s Day 
    
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
www.jkpcdublin.org 

 
John Knox Church Office - 828-1846,   
   johnknoxoffice@gmail.com 
 
Preschools on Site - 
 Joy Preschool & Day Care - 829-3233, 
  www.joypreschooldublin.com 
 John Knox Co-op Preschool - 828-2887, 
   www.jkcp.org 

http://www.jkpcdublin.org
mailto:jkpcdublin@sbcglobal.net
http://joypreschooldublin.com/
http://www.jkcpdublin.org


 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Church Staff 

Randy McGrady-Beach, Pastor  
Nancy Polcyn, Family Ministries Director 
Dean Christman, Music Director 
Howard Lee, Youth Director 
Mary Chervet, Administrative Assistant 
Rene Phillips, Administrative Assistant 
Teresa Karlson, Benevolence Treasurer 
Eric Loofbourrow, Organist 
Steve Kritzer, Music Ministry 
Nanette Wehe, Music Ministry 
 

Volunteer Staff 
Andrew Currier, Chief Sound Technician 
Jerry Miller, Chief Video Technician 
Sue King-Irwin & Peter McIntyre,   
 Head Ushers 
Sandi Coll, Music 
Lisa Locus & Rene Phillips, 
     Wedding Coordinators 
Lyall Barrett,  
Veterans Coordinator 

 
Preschools 

Joy Preschool & Day Care  
 Lisa Locus, Director 
John Knox Co-op Preschool  
 Leslie James, Director 

 
 

 
 

Deacons’ Meeting - 3rd Sunday - 11 a.m. 
Finance Committee - Meets the Friday 
before Session. Contact Peter McIntyre 
Litwits - 2nd Tuesday - 6:30 p.m.  
Praise Band - Thursdays - 7 p.m.  
Session Meeting - 3rd Tuesday - 7 p.m. 
Youth Groups - Sunday afternoons  
 Middle School - 4 p.m.  
   High School - 6 p.m.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Current Bible Study Groups 

Please contact them for more information.  
  

Women’s Bible Study: 
LIFT Women’s Study - Friday @10 a.m. on 
Zoom. Contact: Joan McGrady-Beach.  
 
Women’s Bible Study on Zoom - Fridays at 
noon. Contact Vickie Wyant 
 
     
Men’s Bible Study: 
Friday @7 a.m. - Copper Skillet Restaurant, 
Dublin. Contact: Pastor Randy. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prayer Requests 
 

If you have a prayer  
request or know  
someone who is  

in need, please email us at  
jkpccares@gmail.com 

 

John Knox Presbyterian Church 
7421 Amarillo Road, Dublin, CA 94568  

(925) 828-1846 

Website: www.jkpcdublin.org 

Email: johnknoxoffice@gmail.com 

 

9:30 a.m. Sunday Morning 

on FaceBook Live 

Blended Worship Service 
Sunday School for Preschool through High 

School & Nursery Care. 

mailto:jkpccares@gmail.com

