
 

 

 

  

 
 
 

    
   
 

   
  

   
 

 
 
 

     

 

Coming To A Pulpit Near You! 
 

Here are Pastor Randy’s sermon subjects for the month  
of March. You may want to read the  

scripture passages in advance. 
 
 
March 1 “Don’t Worry, Be Happy” Matthew 5:38-48 

  
March 8 “Cultivating the Garden” Matthew 6:1-18 
 
March 15 “Taking Care of Business” Matthew 6:19-34 
 
March 22 “Justice Prevails” Matthew 7:1-12 
 
March 29 “Be the Good” Matthew 7:13-29 

   Monthly update of events 

 JKPC News 

BASS Christian Conference  
March 5, 6 & 7!  

 
 

Daylight Saving Time  
Begins Sunday, March 8  

 
 
 

Dublin St. Patrick’s Day PARADE, Festival & JKPC Booth  
March 14 & 15 

 
 

 SWELL Luncheon 
   March 14 

 
     Ladies’ Bunco Night 
       March 20 

 
 

 
  

      "JKPC’s  Got Talent" Spring Variety Show 
 All are welcome to join the show!  
    March 22    



 
 Wrestling with God 

 
March is known as a time of Madness, at least in college basketball.  

Usually there are 68 teams from all over the country vying for four spots in the 

Final Four tournament. This tournament is renowned for its excitement and  

highly competitive action. During the month there are upsets between teams 

who have automatically qualified, because they won their conference, and teams 

that were chosen to an at-large spot in the tournament. All of these teams are 

pulling out all the stops to reach the goal of being crowned the national  

basketball champion for 2020. This is typically a season filled with disappoint-

ment, jubilation, and always unexpected surprises. Such things might also reflect God’s take on the 

Christian walk from a heavenly point of view. 

 

 Those we don’t see applauded or receiving public acclaim can often be the very ones whose 

faith provides an example for us to emulate. Sometimes the quiet ones, who come through the  

gauntlet battered and bruised, are the best examples of what it means to be a Christian. 

 

 We cannot rely on our own eyesight to determine the one who best epitomizes what it means 

to be a true follower of Christ. Yet I think that we all have a role to play in this world. In fact, there is 

no competition, no scrambling for the top spot, but instead God relies on each of us playing our part 

to the best of our ability. Just as the teams that rise to the top in March Madness rely on each of their 

players to effectively execute the role he has on the team in order to win, so God entrusts us with 

gifts to employ in the building of His kingdom. 

 

 In some ways, March Madness is also an appropriate name for the season of Lent, the time 

from Ash Wednesday to Easter. It is a time when we do things that the world would consider mad in 

order to grow in our faith. We give up luxuries that bring us pleasure in order to remember that it is 

God who gives us all we have. We spend more time in conversation with the unseen Lord of the  

universe to guide us in the way we should go. We are more considerate of those who are more needy 

than we. March is a time when we reevaluate not only our goals for which we strive but when we also 

reevaluate our methods for approaching those goals. 

 

 We may even change our goals midstream, because we realize the goals we have made are self

-honoring rather than God-honoring. We look for counsel from our fellow companions (some would 

call them our fellow competitors), from scripture (a book written over two thousand years ago), and 

from the unseen Spirit who was given to us by a man who died for us, not because we were good, but 

because we needed a savior. 

 

 You may think this is far fetched thinking, but remember that the patriarch, Jacob, father of the 

twelve sons who later became the twelve tribes, was given a new name because he wrestled with 

God. Jacob, renamed Israel, was not one who gave up, nor did he give quarter to the angel or Lord 

with whom he was wrestling. In fact, he ended up with a permanent limp after this match, but he also 

ended up with the name which would become the name of the nation which would bless all the earth. 

 

 So, during the month of March, ask, “What you are doing to grow in faith?” Are you taking the 

class offered after church, spending time reading the scriptures listed on the website to prepare for 

worship, or maybe you have your own bible study of which you are a part? Whatever you are doing, 

now is the time to put your madness into action. Let us look forward to April when we will celebrate 

Palm Sunday on April 5th and Easter on April 12th, the greatest holiday ever. And may we truly be 

mad about God just as God is mad about us. To Him be the glory, amen.  Blessings, Pastor Randy 



 Place your Order for Easter Flowers beginning March 15 

 
  Each year we offer the congregation the opportunity to purchase  

flowers to decorate the sanctuary for Easter. These flowers can be purchased in 
honor or in memory of a loved one. We will include a special page of memorials 
and commemorations in the Easter Sunday bulletins. The cost is $10 per plant.  

Orders must be turned in by Palm Sunday, April 5. 
  
  
  

 
  

  
    
 
 
 
 
  Palm Sunday       April 5 at 9:30 a.m.  
  Maundy Thursday Service & Seder  April 9 at 6:30 p.m.  
  Good Friday Service      April 10 at 7:30 p.m.  
  Easter Sunday Services     April 12 at 9:00 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. 

  ______________ 
 
 

Palm Sunday is April 5  
Kid’s Palm Procession, Pancake Breakfast and  

Spring Clean-up Day 
  

Don’t miss this special Sunday. The kids will begin the Worship  
Service with a triumphant Palm Parade. Then, after church there 
will be a delicious  Pancake Breakfast Fundraiser with blueberry 

and chocolate chip pancakes, sausage, applesauce and more!  
Donations will benefit the High School Paradise Mission Team in July.   

After the pancake breakfast…  it’s the…     
 
  

All-Church Spring Clean Up Day ~ April 5 
  

We'd appreciate your help in getting our campus ready for Easter Sunday. 
We'll be cutting lawns, trimming trees, planting flowers and any other task needed to 

make our campus look its best for Easter. Please bring tools and work gloves. 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 See’s Candies Fundraiser 
  

First Day to Order ~ Sunday, March 8 
Last Day to Order ~ Sunday, March 29 

Pick-Up ~ Palm Sunday, April 5 
  

This is a fundraiser for our High School Paradise Mission Trip in July, and youth summer camp. There 
are a lot of delicious See's Chocolates to choose from, including chocolate Easter eggs and that cute 
chick box full of See's delights! Orders need to be in by Sunday, March 29, and then candy will be 

available for pick-up on Palm Sunday, April 5.  
Contact Nancy Polcyn if questions.  

  



 

 
BASS Christian Conference  - Grow in Your Faith! 

March 5, 6, & 7   Hosted by Redwood Church in Castro Valley  
 

Many Christian Workshops to choose from, including Women’s & 
Men’s Ministries, 21st Century Issues, Children's, Marriage & 

Family, Christian Education, Counseling, and many more! 

 

JKPC has registered our church campus—ALL are encouraged to attend! Most 
of the workshops are held at Redwood Chapel Community Church. This confer-
ence is open to ANYONE who wants to grow in their faith. Check it all out. Just go to the BASS web-

site:  www.bassconvention.org  
The Express Code is: CQYUM 

 
 
 

Growing in our Walk ~ it’s not too late to join & childcare is provided 
 
 Whether you have been a Christian for a long time or just made that  
commitment recently, or maybe you are still exploring what it means to follow Jesus, 
we all would like to have some practical ways we can grow in our faith. Adam Hamilton 
teaches us about five ways in which our faith can be enriched by using certain spiritual 
practices. These are practices you can do daily or on odd days or weekly, but they will 
help us to continue to be in touch with God and help us hear God’s words to us.  
 If you are interested in learning about ways to keep growing in your faith, join 

us for a six week 11:15 class each Sunday, beginning February 23rd and continuing through March 
29th. The cost of the book is $10. If you have any questions please contact me at the office or on my 
cell phone, 319-404-8463. Looking forward to growing with you, Pastor Randy 

 
 
 

LITWITS, in our 20th Year 
 

PLEASE JOIN US FOR OUR UPCOMING POTLUCK  
DINNER AND BOOK DISCUSSION 

 
Tuesday, March 10 at 6:30 p.m. 

at the home of Phyllis May in Livermore  
Contact the church office if interested 

 
 

WHAT TO BRING: Bring to our March meeting a hearty winter casserole or side dish, a colorful  
salad, a dessert or an hors d-oeuvre. Do, however, check the Evite to see what others are bringing. 
In addition to one of above offerings, beverages will also be helpful. Try something new and bring 
your recipe, but please let your hostess know what you will be contributing to our always inviting 
feast. Respond to an Evite or phone the hostess if you are not on the Evite list.  
 
MARCH BOOK: Our March book is Women Rowing North: Navigating Life’s Currents and Flourishing 
as We Age, by Mary Pipher. Pipher is a psychologist whose area of specialty is “women, trauma and 
the effects of culture on mental health.” In this illuminating work, she offers gracious guidance for 
women as they age, offering helpful and encouraging suggestions about how all of us can face  
advancing years with gratitude and the ability to transcend the various crises we face. She offers  
stories from her own life as well as from the lives of others in order to help all women reflect on their 
own circumstances, to re-direct their course when needed and to grow through life’s inevitable  
challenges. You can’t miss finding something useful in this book! 
 
READ AHEAD FOR APRIL: The April book is Virgil Wander, by Leif Enger. 

Community Life at JKPC  
Please contact the church office with any suggestions or questions! 

http://www.bassconvention.org


 
Dublin St. Patrick's Day  

PARADE & Festival Church Booth 
Saturday, March 14 & Sunday, March 15 

 
Please come cheer JKPC at the Dublin St. Patrick’s Day  

PARADE on Saturday, March 14! The parade begins at 9:30 

a.m. More information will be coming soon.  

Also, volunteers are needed to sign-up for a fun-filled 2-3 hour 

shift at our JKPC Festival Booth on both days. This is a great 

opportunity to reach out and let the community know about 

our church and preschools. We’ll once again be doing our  

famous “Irish Pig Jig Races”! The kids (and adults) love it! 

Pastor Randy will even be making balloon animals when he 

helps out at the booth. 

Sign-up after Worship or contact Kim Kraft or Nancy Polcyn. 
 

Also, come see our own JKPC Irish Dancers, Ella O’Connell and the Simpson Girls on  

Saturday, March 14 at the fair. 

 
 

"JKPC’s  Got Talent" Spring Variety Show 
Sunday, March 22 from 4 - 5:30 p.m. 

 
All ages are welcome! Sign up to sing, dance, tell jokes, act in a skit, play 

an instrument, share a hobby or ??                                               
Or simply come enjoy the show!  

 
Sign up after church or on the JKPC website. Contact Nancy Polcyn with 

any questions. 
  
 
 

 
 

2nd Annual SERVICE WORSHIP SUNDAY! 
April 26 

Your Worship Committee would like you to save the date for the second 
annual Service Worship Sunday, being planned for April 26! Based on 

your feedback, this year we are looking to provide volunteer  
opportunities for our congregation at local retirement facilities and social 
services organizations to take place during our normal worship hours on 
4/26. Stay tuned for more details and if you have any questions, please 

contact Worship Elders Irene Brewster or Andrew Currier. 
  

 
 
 

Spirit West Coast Christian Concert  ~  
all ages welcome! 

Sunday, June 14 from 3-10 p.m. at  
the Concord Pavilion 

 
Line Up: Chris Tomlin, Phil Wickham, Danny Gokey,  
We are Messengers, Riley Clemmons, Aaron Cole 

  
Please let Nancy Polcyn know if you’re interested in attending, so she 
can purchase tickets at a group rate.  Last year tickets in our JKPC 

section were $35.   



 

 
 
 

               
SWELL (Social Women Enjoying Living Life) 

St. Patrick’s Dinner Celebration! 
Saturday, March 14 at 11:30 a.m. 

Sherry Sheets’ Home 
 

Reservations required 
Cost $10.00 

Corned Beef & Cabbage (the whole works) 
 Transportation can be arranged.  

Please contact Sherry or the church office if interested.   
          

     
 

Save the Date: April 25 - Lunch at Marian Pistochini’s in Manteca    
 
 

Women’s Ministry Bunco Night 
March 20 @ 7:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall 

 
It’s Bunco Time! Roll the dice, have some fun! We can’t play if 

you don’t come. Please join us for a night of  
Bunco and friendship. 

 
 

 
 
 

WEDDING DRESS TEA 
April 18 at 2 p.m. 

              
This is an event for ladies of all ages. In the Sanctuary, we will have models 

showing wedding dresses from ladies of our congregation. Any aged girls willing 
to put on a party dress are welcome to be flower girls. We will follow this with a 

tea in the fellowship hall. 
 

We are seeking: Wedding dresses, Models, Folks to help with food,  
Table hostesses, and Flower girls 

 
Please contact Sandi Coll or the church office for more info.  

 
 

 
 

Ladies’ Spring Retreat 
New Date ~ TBD 

 
There will be an on campus women’s retreat beginning in the spring. A 

date and more information to come.   
 

Women's Summer Study – Cancelled.    
 

Saturday, September 12 – Possible Women’s Retreat or Brunch. 
 

Friday, October 2 -Women's Movie night, with light dinner and dessert in 
Room D. 

Women’s Ministries at JKPC - Spring, Summer & Fall 2020 
Please contact JoAnn Parker with any questions or for information! 



 
Noah Meyer 

Helping Hands Mission Trip Fundraiser 
After March 1 Worship 

 
Noah Meyer will be selling cookies and fudge on Sunday, 

March 1, to raise money for a mission trip to Greece with the 
Helping Hands/One Collective Organization. Noah and his co-leader Allie, along with 

6 students, will be serving the city of Koukaki where they  
will be working with the homeless  

population, at risk youth, marginalized poor, and impoverished households.   
Noah attends Azusa Pacific University and has always been an active youth at JKPC! 

 
 

 
Successful Holiday Tea for CEFB 

 
It’s time for the Children’s Emergency Food Bank (CEFB) to thank  

everyone again who helped make the Get in the Spirit Holiday Tea such a 
success last November. The final numbers are in and this is the biggest year 

yet. The Tea is a biennial fundraiser conducted by the Women’s  
Ministry of John Knox Presbyterian Church to help support the Food Bank. 

This year the donation to the Food Bank was $18,616.90. One reason for the 
larger number is that Sandi Coll convinced three Walmart stores to deliver a 

total of six thousand dollars! Livermore $2,500, Dublin $1,500 and  
Pleasanton $2,000. 

 
Special thanks to everyone who helped collect items for the raffle and silent 

auction, which Vickie Wyant tells me topped $10,000 this year, and to  
everyone who worked most of the year to prepare for the event. Thanks also 
to Freshcarton, Inc. who donated the Tea for the event. Thanks to everyone 
who worked in the kitchen and as servers to serve the over 250 attendees. 

 
It would be impossible to name everyone who helped make this such a  

success but on behalf of our CEFB Clients, our Volunteers and the Board of  
Directors, Thank you Very Much! Rick Snowden 
 

 
 

Thank You Jeremy Judin for the Eagle Scout Project 
 
Thank you to Jeremy Judin of San Ramon Troop 874! JKPC was in much 
need of a new half circle bench to surround the big tree next to Room 
G. Jeremy planned and executed a beautiful bench for all to enjoy. He 
and his scout team finished the project in a few weekends in February. 

Property Elders Bob Beebe & Dave Rauch helped guide Jeremy, and also 
were instrumental in taking out the old cement path next to the bench 

area, and will be creating a new path. Jeremy is the son of John Knox  
Co-op Preschool Teacher Teri Judin, and he volunteers in the recreation area during VBS week!  

Well done Jeremy!  
 

A Special Thank You from The Compost Queen ~ Sherry Sheets 
  
A huge round of applause to all at JKPC that are working so hard to keep placing all 
the waste into the correct garbage containers. It pleases me to the moon and back, 
each time I'm on the church grounds and find all garbage placed in 

the proper spot.  
              Recycle, Compost or Garbage!     Hip Hip Hooray!!!  
 Isn't it amazing how easy it is without having to put  

much effort into it.  
The bottle and cans container now receives very little compost garbage. The  
cardboard boxes are broken down and take so much less space in the recycle  

containers. Keep up the good work everyone.  



 

Sunday School 
Please join our Sunday School children’s and 
youth ministries. Our theme is Connected in 

Christ! Kids and youth start out with their par-
ents at our 9:30 a.m. Worship  

service, and then are excused for Sunday School.  
 

ROCK ~ Kids’ Program  
We are learning the Parables of Jesus!   

Join Nancy, Alice Richards and other JKPC friends on Sunday afternoons for a fun program of  
interactive Bible Lessons, Crazy Games, Snacks, and even “Chime Time” periodically!    

ROCK is for Kindergartners - 4th Graders and runs from 4 - 5:30 p.m. on Sunday afternoons. 
  

 
 

One Great Hour of Sharing Fish Banks ~ 
Swimming Your Way March 1 - Your “Change” Can “Change” Lives!  

 
Your coins will help support families all over the world who are in need of food, clean water and 

housing. Please return your fish banks on Palm Sunday, April 5. Make sure to put your name on the 
fish bank so you can receive tax credit.  

 
 “JKPC's Got Talent” Spring Variety Show 

Sunday, March 22      
4-5:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary 

Bruce Byrne will be your Host!  YOU will be the Talent and/or Audience!   
All ages are invited to join the show - singing, dancing, playing a musical  

instrument, telling jokes, sharing a hobby or ? All are invited to simply come and enjoy 
the show, too! Admission is free - but the talent show acts will be priceless!   Sign up 

with Nancy Polcyn or on the church website. 

 

Something Fun! 
 

When kids arrive at church, they are offered a Children's  
Coloring Bulletin filled with scripture quotes, puzzles and  

pictures to color.   

New - you will find at the bottom of the  
bulletin a different SECRET CODE each week for more fun at 

home. Try it! Visit games.childrensbulletins.com  and enter the  
Secret Code: MEWC36 to unlock paint-the-pictures and other fun.   

 

 

KNIGHTS of NORTH CASTLE    

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2020 ~ Save the Dates! 
Ages 3 year’s old (potty trained) - 8th Grade 

High School & Adult Volunteers needed :)  
 

Carnival with bounce house: Sunday, July 12 
VBS Week: Monday-Friday, July 13-17  
VBS Musical with BBQ: Sunday, July 19 

At Knights of North Castle VBS, your kids will discover how to be Strong in 
the Lord and will learn about each piece of the Armor of God!   

JKPC FAMILY MINISTRIES 
with Nancy Polcyn! 

games.childrensbulletins.com


 

  YOUTH GROUP for 

Middle School and High School  

 Middle School 4-6:10 p.m.  
 (5th - 7th Grade) 

 High School 5:50-8 p.m. 
 (8th - 12th Grade) 

 
 

 
 
 

Annual Snow Retreat at Lake Tahoe 
 

Friday - Sunday, March 27-29 
for High School Students  

 
Join us for Sledding, Snow Fun and Friends!  

Contact Bruce for any questions and to turn in your forms. 
 

Visit the jkpc website for info & Permission Slip  
 

 
 

 
 

High School Paradise Mission Trip 2020   
July 26 - 29 (Sunday - Thursday) 

 

 For a number of reasons (mostly having to due with rising 
costs*), we’ve decided to move the Mexico Mission to an every-

other-year basis. But that doesn’t mean that we won’t be having a 
summer mission trip. 

 
 This year, we’ll be helping the survivors of the Paradise fire (here in Northern California). While 
many details remain to worked out, our projects could include helping to build and paint a trauma 
center for the local youth. 
 
   The cost is projected to be under $150 per participant. 
 
 *The cost per participant in the Mexico Mission Trip has risen to over $750 per person. (This is, of 
course, before we do any fundraising.) This has become a substantial burden to families, particularly 
when two or more family members participate in the same year.  
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

High School Paradise Mission Trip Pancake Breakfast Fundraiser 
Palm Sunday, April 5 

 
This year, proceeds from the Pancake Breakfast will go to support this year’s 
mission trip. Please plan on joining us for a pancake breakfast (with our world  

famous sausage) after the service on April 5th. 
 

Even if you’re not going to Paradise, you’re help will be greatly appreciated! 
 

with Bruce Byrne with Bailey Kraft 



 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Chancel Choir - Thursday - 6:45 p.m.  
Deacons’ Meeting - 3rd Sunday - 11 a.m. 
Finance Committee - Meets the Thursday  
before Session. Contact Jared Shaffer 
Litwits - 2nd Tuesday - 6:30 p.m.  
Praise Band - Thursdays - 7:45 p.m.  
Rock! Sunday afternoons - 4 p.m. 
Youth Groups - Sunday afternoons  
 Middle School - 4 p.m.  
   High School - 5:50 p.m.  
Session Meeting - 3rd Tuesday - 7:30 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Current Bible Study Groups 

Please contact them for more information.  
  

Women’s Bible Study: 
Tuesday- 1st & 3rd @10 a.m. - members homes  
Contact: Paula Miller 
Friday @10 a.m. - LIFT Women’s Study in 
church Library. Contact: Joan McGrady-Beach.  
     
Men’s Bible Study: 
Friday @7 a.m. - Copper Skillet Restaurant, 
Dublin. Contact: Pastor Randy. 

 
 

 

www.jkpcdublin.org 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
  
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Church Staff 
Randy McGrady-Beach, Pastor  
Nancy Polcyn, Family Ministries Director 
Dean Christman, Music Director 
Bruce Byrne, Youth Director 
Bailey Kraft, Assistant Youth Director 
Mary Chervet, Administrative Assistant 
Rene Phillips, Administrative Assistant 
Elise O’Connell, Office Asst., Newsletter 
Teresa Karlson, Benevolence Treasurer 
Eric Loofbourrow, Organist 
Steve Kritzer, Music Ministry 
Nanette Wehe, Music Ministry 
 

Volunteer Staff 
Marion Rogers, Chief Sound Technician 
Jerry Miller, Chief Video Technician 
Sue King-Irwin & Peter McIntyre,   
 Head Ushers 
Sue Wilburn & Sandi Coll, Music 
Lisa Locus & Rene Phillips, 
     Wedding Coordinators 
Lyall Barrett, Veterans Coordinator 

 
 

Preschools 
Joy Preschool & Day Care  
 Lisa Locus, Director  829-3233,  
  www.joypreschooldublin.com 
John Knox Co-op Preschool  
 Leslie James, Director   828-2887,  
  www.jkcp.org 
 

   
Children’s Emergency Food Bank  

828-5363 
www.childrensemergencyfoodbank.org 
 

Prayer Requests 
 

If you have a prayer  request or know  
someone who is in need, please call the of-

fice or Stan Husted, (925)997-4161, or  
email us at jkpccares@gmail.com 

http://www.jkpcdublin.org
http://joypreschooldublin.com/
http://www.jkcpdublin.org
mailto:jkpccares@gmail.com


 

March Calendar 
March 1   Communion 
March 1 -April 5 One Great Hour of Sharing Fish Banks 
March 5 – 7   BASS Christian Conference 
March 8    Daylight Saving Time - spring forward 
March 8 - 29  See’s Candies Fundraiser 
March 10   LITWITS Book Club 
March 14   Dublin St. Patrick’s Day Parade 
     SWELL St. Patrick’s Day Luncheon 
 March 14 -15  Dublin St. Patrick’s Day Festival Church Booth 
March 20   Women’s Ministry Bunco Night 
March 22   JKPC Variety Show 
March 27 - 29  Youth Group Snow Retreat 
March 15 - April 5 Order Easter Flowers 
 
    

         

Coming Events - Save the Dates! 
April 5    Palm Sunday Palm Procession 
    Paradise Mission Trip Pancake Breakfast Fundraiser 
    Church Clean-Up, See’s Candies Pick-Up 
April 9   Maundy Thursday, Seder Service 
April 10   Good Friday 
April 12    Easter Sunday Services at 9 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.  
April 18  Wedding Dress Tea 
April 26  Service Worship Sunday 
  

 

John Knox Presbyterian Church 
7421 Amarillo Road, Dublin, CA 94568  

(925) 828-1846 
Website: www.jkpcdublin.org 

Email: jkpcdublin@sbcglobal.net 

 

9:30 a.m. Sunday Morning 

 Blended Worship Service 
    Sunday School for Preschool through High School & Nursery Care 


