
 

 

 

 
Coming To A Pulpit Near You! 

 
Here are Pastor Randy’s sermon subjects for the month of June.  

You may want to read the scripture passages in advance. 
 
 
 June 7 "What Really Matters?" Matthew 22:37-40  
        Guest Pastor Michael Boyland 
 
 June 14 ―Getting the Word Out‖ - Philippians 1:1-18a 
 
 June 21 ―Sticking to It‖  - Philippians 1:18b-26 
 
 June 28 ―The Courage to Be‖ - Philippians 1:27-30 

Monthly update of events       

John Knox Presbyterian Church 

 JKPC News 

 
Celebration of Communion 

Sunday, June 7 
 

  
 
 

 
“The Chosen” 

All-Church Viewing and Discussion 
Sunday Evenings @ 7 p.m. 

 
 
 

Congregational Meeting to Elect Officers 
Sunday, June 14 at 11:30 a.m. 

 
 

           Happy Father’s Day! 
          Sunday, June 21 

 
 

 
 

“Knigts of North Castle” VBS , July 13 - 17 
Register Online Today! 



 
 

 

 

 

 

Well, the weeks have now stretched into months; we aren’t quite there yet, 

but I think we are close to reopening the sanctuary. As has been affirmed in 

social media, the Church never closed – perhaps the building, but not the true Church, which 

is the people. We are still worshiping, serving, giving, and filling the needs of our souls and 

our communities. 

 I, for one, am ready to move on from this quarantined time of reflection. I have learned 

to listen better (mostly), to spend time with others more intentionally, and to prioritize those 

things which beg for my attention and need that attention. Now I am ready for a change, how 

about you? 

 That being said, we aren’t reopening just yet, but we are moving ahead with finding 

new ways to live out the ministry of JKPC. We are maintaining and enlarging our contact 

base. We are sharing more often on a greater variety of platforms and with greater  

participation than we have before. 

 As we move into the summer longing, expecting, and hoping for growth in our  

discipleship with Jesus, we will be studying Philippians for the next few months. Most scholars 

believe this book of joy, encouragement, and challenge was written at time when Paul was 

confined to a prison in Rome, his own type of Shelter-in-Place at the time. 

 Despite the fact that Paul’s freedom was restricted, he still looked for ways he could  

express his faith, sharing, caring, and witnessing to those around him as well as to those who 

were far away. This letter of Paul’s is full of hope, rejoicing, and expectation. Paul did not let 

his situation paralyze his correspondence or curtail the opportunities for him to live out his 

faith. He took time to reflect on how his situation could bring him closer to God and how his 

response could continue to advance the gospel, chained or not. 

 I think this is a great letter to peruse while our movements are restricted but our voice 

is not. I hope during this summer you will take time to read through the whole letter of  

Philippians and try to place yourself in Paul’s position. Consider how Paul is responding to his 

situation and how you can respond in a way that speaks of your hope, joy, and peace. 

 I am looking forward walking with through this letter to the Philippians with Paul.  

   Blessings,  

   Pastor Randy 



 

Worship Services Returning to the Sanctuary! 
by Sue King-Irwin 

 
The Worship Committee met on Thursday, May 28, to discuss what our 
worship services might look like as we live with (and try to make peace 
with) the coronavirus. While we are all excited about returning to the 
JKPC sanctuary to worship with our church family in person, we  
recognize the need to do so cautiously and responsibly. We need to do 
whatever we can to keep the coronavirus from spreading, by minimizing 
the touching of common objects and surfaces, touching of one another, 
and breathing of shared air. We don't have a solid date yet for our  
return, as we are waiting for specific guidelines for Alameda County, 
which is moving more slowly than other parts of California. Gov. Gavin 
Newsom has given clear guidelines for opening up places of worship, 
and it is our intent to comply with all state and local guidelines.  
Some of the discussions and conclusions we made for JKPC include the 
following points: 
 Churches are not allowed to let the number of people in the  

 sanctuary exceed 25% capacity. For JKPC, this means 90 people maximum. With 10 in the 
chancel (Pastor and Music Team) and 2 in the sound booth, this leaves room for 78 worshippers 
in the pews. 

 We will need to take reservations to assure that we don't exceed that limit. These should be 
made by Friday at noon by calling the church office. We might also include signups on the 
church website or by evite. People who show up Sunday at 9:30 without a reservation will be 
allowed to come in if there is room. 

 Pews will have designated seating areas, to allow for the 6 foot minimum social distancing. 
 Masks will be required throughout the service, including and especially during singing. We      

request that everyone bring your own mask, but disposable masks will be available if you forget. 
 No one with a fever will be allowed in the sanctuary. We ask that you stay home if you feel sick. 

A thermometer will be available in the Narthex if needed. 
 An offering plate will be located in the back of the sanctuary near the sound booth. We ask that 

you drop off your offering as you enter or leave the sanctuary. Alternatively, you can always 
send a check to the church office or pay online. 

 Bulletins will be emailed to the congregation ahead of time. We ask that you print these at home 
and bring them with you. There will be extra bulletins in the Narthex for those who need them.  

 Ushers (wearing masks and gloves) will be in the Narthex to guide you as necessary.  
 No hugging, handshakes, or touching will be allowed. (This will probably be the hardest part for 

many of us!) 
 Prayer requests should be emailed to Randy before the service. If a worshipper has a prayer   

request that wasn't already sent to Randy, there will be an opportunity to say it during the    
service, but no microphones will be passed around. 

 No Sunday School will be provided. Nancy will provide activity packets for kids sitting with their 
parents throughout the service. 

 Hand sanitizers will be prevalent throughout the church building. 
 There will be no Fellowship Hour with coffee or snacks after the service. We recognize that a 

very important part of church life is the fellowship we share with one another, and there will be 
a great temptation to socialize. We ask members to be responsible about "social distancing" (6+ 
feet apart, wearing masks, etc.) in the courtyard and parking lot after the service. 

 We plan to continue streaming the worship service on Facebook Live for the foreseeable future, 
long after services open up in the sanctuary. This way, anyone who is not comfortable attending 
on-campus services can still participate-- as well as anyone who is sick or out-of-town.  Sunday 
services will be posted to the church website.  

 
More logistics will be worked out over time, but this gives you an idea. Church during COVID-19 
times will be different than what we have known in the past. However, we are still the Body of 
Christ, filled with His love, worshiping the God, who is the same yesterday, today, and forever. We 
look forward to seeing our church family in person, whenever the time is right, and until then we 
hold one another in our hearts! 



 
April 2020 Financial Update - JKPC 

For the month of April, we had a net gain of $6,400 and when  
including the monthly gain from our investment account, the total net 
income for April was $9,600.  

For the first four months of 2020 through April, the church realized net 
income of $20,600 and when including the investment loss year-to-
date through April, the overall net income for the first four months 
was $16,400. While we are off to a positive financial start to the year, 
there are a few factors that have contributed to our positive start that 
must be taken into account. If we remove the extra giving goal of 
$160 per member that has been collected so far, the per capita  
collected, the $5K we received from the Presbytery, and the upfront  

collection of lump sum pledges that are normally paid toward the end of the year, our LOSS 
through April would be $7,200. This figure puts us closer to where we projected to be at the 
end of April. However, your generosity has put us in a much better financial position so 
far.     

As of April 30th, the church held a total of $145,000 in cash. This level of cash remains above 
our historical average.  

John Knox, the Co-Op Preschool, and Joy Preschool combined received $109,000 through the 
federal government’s paycheck protection program. Per the rules associated with this loan, 
we have 8 weeks to spend the funds and 75% needs to go toward payroll expenses. I am 
happy to report that Joy Preschool was able to rehire their teachers for the time being. The 
money received will also help us with our overall payroll and other specifically designated  
expenses during the summer. After we spend the funds over 8 weeks, we will apply for loan 
forgiveness and we believe that we will be approved forgiveness, meaning that we will not 
need to pay back any of the loan amount.  

We applied for the loan due to the uncertain duration and financial impact of COVID-19 to 
our church and both preschools.  We will use the money received responsibly to continue the 
ministry of John Knox and to serve our community. If anyone has any questions or concerns 
regarding our financials, please contact the church office and we will put together a group 
call to discuss in more detail any questions that you may have.   

Lastly, our new online and smart phone app is active. Any questions that you might have, 
please contact me or the church office.  

Thank you and be safe!  

Jared Shaffer – Finance Elder 

 

 

 



 
Update from 2020 Nominating Committee 

  

This year the Committee needed to nominate 6 JKPC members for 
the 12 elder positions for Session and nominate 6 JKPC members 
for the 11 positions on the Board of Deacons.  As of May 21, 10 of 
the 12 nominations have been filled with amazing people  
committed to leading and serving our congregation. 
  

The elder positions which need to be filled on July 1 include the 
following: Adult Education, Missions, Human Resources, Second 
Property Elder, Community Life (Women), and Finance.  
  

The deacon positions which need to be filled on July 1 include the 
following:  Meal Preparation & Delivery, Events, Vice Moderator/Secretary, Homebound  
Coordinator, Treasurer, and Coordinator for Communion Preparation. 
 

The members of your Nominating Committee are Morgan Brizee, Nancy Polcyn,  
Rene Phillips, Kaci Lopez, Stan Husted, and Pastor Randy (ex-officio).  It was wonderful for 
us to be the messengers for those members who answered God’s call for service in the 
above positions. 
 
 
 

Congregational Meeting 
Sunday, June 14 at 11:30 a.m. 

 
Please plan to attend this Congregational Meeting following the Wor-
ship Service at 11:30 a.m. via Zoom. The purpose of this meeting 

will be to elect new Elders and Deacons to begin their terms in July. 
 

 
 

A Special “Thank You” 
 

We are so appreciative of everyone who has  
volunteered their time and talent to take care of 
our JKPC Campus by gardening, mowing, and  

trimming lawns, power washing our building and 
walkways...AND 

 
 

 
 

A shout-out Thank You to Bob 
Rickleffs who led a team in 

 completing the kitchen  
Renovation! 



 

                    LITWITS on ZOOM 

Hey, all lovely Litwits. We will meet again on Zoom this month. 
Sue Fox will send you the invitation. Be ready for a good          
discussion of some unusual books and for thoughts on future 
meetings. After our opening ―Hellos‖ as we all log in, we will mute 
our microphones for further instructions. 
 

MEETING:  TUESDAY, JUNE 9th at 7:00 p.m. 
 

 
BOOKS: For this month only, you will have a choice of 
books to read. The assigned/selected book is I’ll Be Gone in 
the Dark, by Michelle McNamara. This book follows one 
woman’s obsession to find and bring to justice the Golden 
State killer. If you prefer something different, try The Book  
Woman of Troublesome Creek, by Kim Michele Richardson, 
about a Blue woman who serves as a Pack Horse librarian 
in Kentucky during the 1930s. OR, select a book of your 
choice, one that was NOT chosen for our reading in 2020, 
from our last ―Possibles‖ reading list. 
 
Happy reading—and SEE you soon! 

 
 

 
Service Worship - Pentecost Sunday, May 31 

 
Thank you to our Worship Committee for  

planning, our Church Family for participating, and 
Sunrise of Pleasanton for receiving our cards and 

notes! 
 

125 cards and 47 drawings were delivered to   
Sunrise of Pleasanton on May 31! 

 
 



 

    
  

 

“The Chosen” 
 

Watch Party and Discussion 
with Bruce Byrne 

 
Sundays at 7 p.m. 

(this will take the place of Youth Group) 
 

Melinda and Bruce Byrne invite JKPC adults and kids Middle School age and older to watch 
―The Chosen‖ with them.  
"The Chosen" is an eight-part miniseries on the life and times of Jesus. All will watch  
separately, then we will come together on Zoom right after for some discussion.  
  
Here’s how to participate: 
 
 Each Week Bruce will send out an email with a YouTube link to watch an episode of the 

―The Chosen.‖  
 Start the video at 7:00 pm. Watch it with the whole family if you want. (Middle School 

and older.)  We will all watch it separately.  
 Join us in a Zoom meeting at approximately 7:55 p.m. for a ten to fifteen minute        

discussion. Bruce will send you the Zoom Link.  
 
Bruce will also send you scriptures to read in advance and maybe some discussion questions 
if you would Iike to participate in the Zoom Meetings.   

 
 
 

 

   Children’s Emergency Food Bank to Re-Open! 
 

I’m happy to announce that Children’s Emergency Food Bank resumed 
normal operations Monday June 1, 2020. We had been closed since 
March 17th due to the Covid19 Pandemic. During that time fifteen distri-
butions were made to clients who contacted us through the church. Pas-
tor Randy made most of those and a few were made by other volunteers. 
We are practicing Social Distancing and face masks are required. Prior to 
reopening we had made 69 distributions during 2020. 
 
This is a good time to again thank all of the Food Bank volunteers and all 
of you in the congregation for your donations of labor, food and money. 
Thanks so much! 

  
 
 
 

LIFT Women’s Bible Study 
Fridays at 10 a.m. 

 
This Bible Studay group meets weekly via Zoom. For 
more information, or to get connected, please contact 

Joan McGrady-Beach at mcbeach1952@att.net 



 

Hear Ye, Hear Ye!    
The Knights of North Castle Vacation Bible School  

July 13-17 

will indeed be visiting the Fair Lands of  
John Knox Presbyterian Church  

in Dublin, California.  
 
Due to Covid-19, we will be reaching you in a new and creative way this 
summer. Your kids (and the whole family!) will enjoy VBS from your own 
homes via a private JKPC Knights of North Castle VBS Group Facebook 
Page, and using materials provided by us!     
We will be asking each family to connect with us via Facebook Live at     
9 a.m. during VBS Week, Monday - Friday, July 13-17. Our 30-40 minute 

program will be part live so that we can interact with you and it will also feature amazing  
prerecorded JKPC skits and videos!  
Our Private Facebook Group Page will also feature many ways to get in the Castle Spirit, including, 
Kingdom Craft tutorial videos, Science Experiments, music and dance videos, and more!  
Since this will be a private Facebook Group, you will have the opportunity to share pictures of your 
kids as they armor up! Or post videos of your kids dancing to the songs! We know that seeing their 
friends will put a smile on their faces! We will open up the VBS Facebook Group a week early to help 
share some music videos and more! 
We will provide each family that registers for VBS with a Castle Kit filled with the daily crafts,  
activities, lessons, VBS tshirts and more for each child. Castle Kit bags will be distributed right  
before VBS (date TBD). We are hoping that we can engage in some type of kick-off, even if it's a 
drive-through or social-distance gathering - stay tuned...  
 

Please REGISTER your noble knights, age 3 years - 8th Grade, so that we 
can prepare! Visit or website, www.jkpcdublin.org, and follow the  
VBS Registration link on the home page.   
We are asking for a $10 per child donation that will help with shirt and  
materials costs. (Maximum $30 per family)  
High schoolers are welcome to register, too, if they would like a $10 t-shirt 
and some of the fun  
materials! Note: We will be additionally holding special zoom meetings with 
the middle and high schoolers, to add to their VBS experience!   
Adults, too, if you would like a $10 t-shirt, please include your information in 
the registration.  
Your VBS money can be either mailed in, or dropped off between 9 a.m. - Noon, Monday-Friday, at 
the JKPC Office, 7421 Amarillo Road  Dublin, CA  94568. 
Also - we will still be holding a food drive to help stock the Children's Emergency Food Bank Castle 
Shelves!  
 

Knights of North Castle: Quest for the King’s Armor invites children to be strong in the 
Lord and in the strength of God’s power by exploring how we put on the armor of God. 
Kids will take on the role of brave knights and begin their quest each session by opening 
the King’s Book. They’ll explore Old and New Testament stories and discover different 
pieces of protective armor—the Belt of Truth, the Breastplate of Justice, the Shoes of 
Peace, the Shield of Faith, and the Helmet of Salvation—at work in the lives of familiar  
Bible characters, and they’ll explore how that armor works in their own lives as they  
follow and serve God. 
Help kids take up the gauntlet this summer and accept the challenge to “armor up” and be 
strong by remaining with God and sharing God’s love in a world that needs it more than 
ever. 
We are truly going to miss seeing all of the children singing, laughing, learning, and growing together 
this summer at VBS. Still, we hope we can offer your children the very best alternative with this  
At-Home program. Thank you for all you do in the work of daily discipleship, and thank you for your 
role in making sure this summer we have the very best VBS program possible! Your leadership and 
supervision in just a few activities will make all the difference.  
If you have any questions or for further information, please contact Nancy Polcyn or Kim Kraft 
 
* Look for info on volunteer opportunities - coming soon! 



 

 

 
 
JKPC Kids – Sunday School Kids are welcome to join Ms. Nancy for a half hour of fun and 
friends on Zoom at 4 p.m. on Sundays. 
 

  
Summer Fun on JKPC Facebook Page! 

Facebook Live Fun Monday, Wednesday, & Friday.  
And we’ll share fun summer activity videos on Tuesday and Thursday.  
Let Ms. Nancy know if your family would like to record a video sharing 

something fun that your kids enjoy in the summer!    
 
 
 

 
Nancy will be dropping off new Kids Craft Packets this weekend!     
  Crafts, Activity lessons and more!  We miss seeing you all!  

 

 

  
Our High School “Rebuilding Paradise” Mission Trip  July 26-30 is still in the works.  
Save the Date and Stay tuned. We have a place to stay and a kitchen to use… but 
we cannot give specifics until we know how we will safely be allowed to help.  
Contact Bruce with your questions.     
 
JKPC Youth - stay connected with Bruce & Bailey via Zoom Meetings: 
 Middle School Group: Monday, Wednesday, Friday at 7 p.m. 

 High School Group: Tuesday, Thursday at 7 p.m. 
Contact Bruce or Bailey if you have any questions. 

 
 
 
 
 

“The Chosen” 
 

Watch Party and Discussion 
with Bruce Byrne 

 
Sundays at 7 p.m. 

(this will take the place of Youth Group) 
 

 
Look for an emal from Bruce with a YouTube link to watch an 
episode of “The Chosen.” We’ll watch on our own devices at  
7 p.m. and then, if your interested, meet with Bruce and others 
on Zoom for a discussion. Bruce will also email the Zoom link 
and discussion questions. 
 
Hope you can join us! 

JKPC FAMILY and YOUTH MINISTRIES 



 
Simple and secure.  

Give a single gift, or schedule 
ongoing donations using  
your checking account,  
debit, or credit card.   

John Knox has a new online giving platform which allows you to donate through our church website 
and/or through a smart phone App! John Knox has partnered with "GivePlus" through  
Vanco Payment Solutions, which is the official online giving platform recommended by the  
Presbyterian Foundation. We will no longer be using Tithe.ly  

Two ways you can donate! 

1) Donate to JKPC online: Go to our website, www.jkpcdublin.org and click on the GIVE+ logo on 
the left of the home page. This link that will direct to you to JKPC’s online giving webpage. You will 
immediately receive a JKPC receipt after donating, and you will also receive an email receipt.  

2) GivePlus Mobile App: JKPC is now listed in the GivePlus Mobile App. Click on GIVE+ logo on our 
website homepage and you will be directed to our online giving page with downloads for the GivePlus 
App for Adroid and Apple devices. There is also a YouTube link to a short video with more details.  

One question not addressed is that YOU are charged NO fees by donating either through the website 
link above or through the GivePlus Mobile App. Normally, JPKC would be charged a 2% total   
transaction fee, however, Vanco has reduced this fee to 1% during the COVID-19 crisis. Even at a 2% 
transaction fee, this is the lowest fee we found for donation platforms geared specifically to churches. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Jared Shaffer, Finance Elder. 

Stay safe! 

 
JKPC's Online Directory ~ Up and Running 

 
Just go to the ―Member Section‖ on the church’s website to 
view the directory It is password protected, and the pass-

word has been emailed to the JKPC Family.  
http://www.jkpcdublin.org/church_family 

Please help us to keep your information current by con-
tacting Nancy Polcyn,  

jkpcnancyp@sbcglobal.net, with and changes in address or contact information! 

For those who do not have access to the internet, the church will provide a printed copy. 

 
 

Do you shop on Amazon.com? Then we encourage you to 
 shop on AmazonSMILE.com.  

It’s the same shopping website, but amazonsmile.com donates 
0.5% of the price of your eligible purchases to JKPC.   

 
SET-UP (one-time) - Amazonsmile.com, log-in (your usual   

Amazon username/password), chose JKPC (DUBLIN) as your 
charity.  Thank you! 

 

Note: AmazonSmile must have purchases transacted on a computer rather than a Smartphone in  

order for JKPC to receive the credit. Thank you! 

http://www.jkpcdublin.org/church_family
AmazonSMILE.com


 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
June Calendar 

June 7   Communion 
June 9   LITWITS Book Club 
June 14   Congregational Meeting 
June 21   Father’s Day 
June 30   Ordination and Installation of Elders and Deacons 
    
  

         

Coming Events - Save the Dates! 
July 5   Communion 
July 13 - 17  VBS Monday-Friday   
July 26 - 30  ―Rebuilding Paradise‖ Mission Trip - Pending Confirmation 
 
 

 

www.jkpcdublin.org 
 
John Knox Church Office - 828-1846,   
   jkpcdublin@sbcglobal.net 
 
Preschools on Site - 
 Joy Preschool & Day Care - 829-3233, 
  www.joypreschooldublin.com 
 John Knox Co-op Preschool - 828-2887, 
   www.jkcp.org 
 

 
Prayer  

Requests 
 

If you have a prayer  
request or know  
someone who is  

in need, please call the office or  
email us at jkpccares@gmail.com 

http://www.jkpcdublin.org
mailto:jkpcdublin@sbcglobal.net
http://joypreschooldublin.com/
http://www.jkcpdublin.org
mailto:jkpccares@gmail.com

