
 

 

 

 

Monthly Update of Events 

John Knox Presbyterian Church 

JKPC News 

 
 

Coming To A Pulpit Near You in January! 

 

You may want to read the scripture passages  
in advance. 

 
 

   January 3 - John 1:1-14 - “Words of Life” 
   
   January 10- John 1:19-28 - “The Voice”  
 
   January 17 - Guest Pastor Michael Boyland 
 
   January 24 -  Guest Pastor Terry Dwyer 
 
   January 31— John 1:43-51 - “Freedom to Embrace What is New” 

 
 
 

 Sunday, January 3 ~  Celebration of Communion 
9:30 a.m. ~ during FaceBook Live Worship Service 

11 a.m. ~ Drive Up Communion at JKPC 
 
 

 

 

  January 10 - Congregational Meeting to Receive 2021 Budget  
      and Vote on Pastor’s Terms of Call 

 
 January  31 - Annual Corporate and Congregational              

    Meeting & Election of Nominating Committee  
 
 

 
 

       SWELL Drive-Thru Lunch  
      January 16 

     



 
Words of Life 

  
I was brought to an abrupt new understanding of my likes and 
dislikes after one of my classes on the prophets of the Old 
Testament. I have been taking my fifth class from the Israel 
Institute of Biblical Studies during this last year. I really enjoy 
these classes, even if they are thirty weeks long, meeting once 

a week, because I am always learning something new about the culture in which the Bible 
was written. These classes give me a fuller understanding of the author’s intent in their  
writing as well as helping me find ways to apply my understanding to my growing faith. 
 The current professor who teaches this class always ends his class with the statement, 
―We now have some time for questions.‖ Exploration, curiosity, delight, questions all trigger 
endorphins in my body. I love to learn and I love to share that learning. 
 The problem I have with this class is not that anyone seldom asks a question; rather, it 
is the next statement by the teacher. After a moment of silence, which I have interrupted a 
few times with questions, he says, ―Well, good. Then it has been a good class if you have no 
questions.‖ 
 Whenever I am in the role of the teacher, I want to have an exchange with my  
students. I see those in the class as fellow travelers or sojourners in this world, teaching each 
other, learning from each other, exploring new ideas and getting excited about new vistas. I 
don’t feel I have done a good job in my role as teacher if no one has any questions,  
preferably on the topic I have been addressing. 
 My teaching style is one which I hope incites curiosity and further delving into the  
subject matter, perhaps even causing people to further explore their own new understanding 
and sharing that new understanding with the class at the next meeting. 
 I am disappointed in this class on the prophets primarily because of this lack of  
engagement. I also am disappointed that the teacher simply reiterates what we see on the 
power point slides. He seldom adds any new information. Neither does he suggest alternative 
views or additional sources we can explore on our own. 
 Perhaps my favorite class was on the Jewish understanding of the New Testament. This 
professor had a two sheet bibliography listing additional resources, and he was always adding 
some new insight he had learned recently. I also felt he was interested in our views about the 
subject matter. The time in the class flew by, and I added several books to my library which I 
read during the course of the class. 
 I think this style of teaching also informs my role as a spiritual leader in our faith  
community. I am reading, exploring, digging into the available mines of material. This is not 
limited to what I find in the Bible, but also includes what can be discovered in books about 
culture, language, issues at the time of the writing of the Bible, or even the author’s  
underlying intent in their writing. While I truly believe the writers of the Bible were inspired 
by the Holy Spirit to put down their thoughts, I also believe that sometimes what is written 
are their thoughts bound by their culture. This means further exploration needs to be  
undertaken before one truly understands the message the author, and I think God, was  
trying to convey. 
 I believe we all have a story which affects how we read the Bible, and we need to  
understand and acknowledge our prejudices and leanings when we read. The best way to  
discern when we are shortsighted or hampered by our past or when we are insightful and  
enlightened, is by sharing our understanding with  
others. That is why I believe God has us explore His word in community. 
We need each other to broaden our understanding. 
 Another reason I love these classes from the Institute is that they 
provide a unique view that I don’t get anywhere else. My understanding 
of Hebrew has grown over the last five years as I have taken these  
classes. This means my understanding of the Bible has grown as well. 
However, it does not mean I can’t also learn from you. I do want to learn 
from you, and I want us to learn together. 
  
 



  I want all of us to encourage each other to share what new insights we have learned in 
our own personal study and for each of you to know that God loves that personal  
engagement in His word. 
 So, this next year as we explore the Gospel of John together, I hope you will be willing 
to share what you are learning as I will be sharing what I am learning. I believe God longs for 
us to cultivate our spiritual side, and he will provide amazing jewels as we mine His word by 
the leading of His Spirit. 
  
Uncovering new words of life with you,    
 
Pastor Randy  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Congregational Meetings ~ January, 2021 

Please plan to join these important meetings on Zoom after worship: 
 

January  10 - Congregational Meeting to Receive 2021 Budget and 
Vote on Pastor’s Terms of Call 

 
January 31  - Annual Corporate and Congregational Meeting &  

Election of Nominating Committee  
The JKPC 2020 Annual Report will be received by the congregation and there will 

be an opportunity for the congregation to address new business. We will also elect 
a Nominating Committee for new Deacons and Elders. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

2021 Pledge Drive Continues  
 

We have received pledges  
totaling $222,634. Thanks to those 

who have turned in your pledges! We 
are moving closer to our pledging 

goal of $294,000. 
 

If you have not yet turned in your 
pledge, please do so as soon as pos-

sible. Session will meet on Tuesday, January 5, to finalize the 2021 budget. You can also 
simply email your  

confidential pledge to our treasurer, Teresa Karlson, at  
teresa@ledgersteam.com. 

 
God Bless! 



 
 

 
“Colorblindness” 

 
  

Colorblindness is not a good characteristic if you want to be a pilot,  
interior decorator or painter.  But, until a few years ago, it was common 
practice for some well-meaning people and even those who were  
teachers to encourage “colorblindness‖ with regard to race. Children were 
taught to try not to notice, or think about, a person’s color or race.  The 
thinking went, if you don’t allow yourself to consider race you can never 
be biased or prejudicial. 
 

 The first issue in this matter is that it is those who are white who determine who is 
considered white and who is not. In fact there is a history that the more light skinned you 
are the closer you are to being white and the more likely you will be given greater privileges 
because of your ―whiteness.‖ 
 
  Secondly, the Matthew 25 Task Force now understands that racial justice advocates 
uniformly condemn ―colorblindness‖ thinking. “In fact, the color-blind approach has  
consequences that can actually impede our move toward equality‖.  
 
 The idea that you should not notice color/race is also hypocritical because our brains, 
culture and instincts automatically use color as a sorting tool. It is our teaching that has 
moved that recognition of color to a distinction in race. If we refrain from discussion of race 
this inhibits a healthy understanding of reality and we lose the opportunity for societal  
improvement. We need to recognize how we are different from our neighbors and appreciate 
those differences.  We need to show everyone that color/race is important because our racial 
differences make each of us special. In addition, when people focus on trying to be 
“colorblind‖ with regards to race, they may also fail to see how discrimination occurs in the 
daily lives of people who are a different color from themselves. 
 
 If we claim to be ―colorblind‖ it may cause us to deny the existence or immorality of 
racism; disavowing white privilege or any obligation to seek equity for the BIPOC*  
community.   
 
 Our God would have none of that, for as Isaiah says in 1:17 “Learn to do good, seek 
justice, correct oppression; bring justice to the fatherless and plead the widow’s cause.‖ 
 
 This article draws heavily on BIASED,  the published work of Jennifer Eberhardt, PhD, 
which is available for loan in the church office. 
 
The Matthew 25 Task Force: Stan Husted, Nanette Wehe, Kim Kraft, Terry Han,  
            Pastor Randy McGrady-Beach, and Bob Beebe 
 
* BIPOC = Black, Indigenous and people of color 

 
 
 
              



 
 

 
 

  Youth Group Schedule  

Middle School:  
 Wednesday & Thursday Evenings on Zoom, 7-8 p.m.  
 Sundays on Zoom, 3-5 p.m. 
High School:  
 Sundays on Zoom, 5-7 p.m.  

 
 

Sunday School—Getting into God’s Word! 
   

 In 2021, the JKPC kids will continue to Journey with Jesus!   
Kids are discovering Where Jesus went, What Jesus taught, and  
Why it is Important for Today! 
 
We are excited to have everyone on the ―same page‖ as we learn about  
Jesus with the ―Jesus Storybook Bible‖! All families will receive this  
beautifully written and illustrated Bible. It’s a great companion to use along 
with a NIV Bible. In the Jesus Storybook Bible, every story points back to  
Jesus! We will have special activity pages that support the Bible Stories, too!  
 
Miss Nancy will be delivering the Bibles and activity pages to  
families the week of January 4 
 
 
Kids are invited to join a Zoom Sunday School every Sunday,  
beginning January 10, from 4-4:30 p.m.  It will be a time for 
games, building friendship and covering the Bible Story.  
 
Our goal for 2021 is that kids and families stay connected to God, 
His Word, and to each other!  
 
 
 

         Coming Soon to a  
    JKPC Parking Lot near you!  
 
 Families of all ages will be invited to play 

BINGO in the comfort and safety of your own car! We will use the JKPC Radio Station, and 
we will have special BINGO cards for all!  If you get BINGO– just HONK your Horn!!!  There 
will be fun prizes, too!   Stay Tuned for more information…  
                                      

 
  “Virtually Anything is Possible! “ 

We are excited to find more fun and creative ways in 2021 to keep JKPC family events hap-
pening! A Video Scout Sunday, Kids Music - playing chimes & singing, Storybook Theater 
with kids acting out or narrating Bible Stories, a Video Talent Show, Zoom Painting Parties 
and more! If you have ideas for the New Year on how to stay connected, have fun and grow 
in our faith– please contact Nancy Polcyn!!    

JKPC FAMILY MINISTRIES 



 
 
 
 

 
LITWITS on ZOOM ~ Happy New Year! 

 
 
Our January meeting will celebrate the beginning of our 21st year! 
We will only hold one meeting this month and next (at least) 
while the weather and Covid surges remain unpredictable. Plan to 
join us on Zoom at 7:00 p.m. on January 12. You will receive a 
Zoom invite and study questions for our new book in the next 
several days, or e-mail Sue Fox to receive them. 
 
Sue will also send a reminder ZOOM invitation a day or so before 

the event.  
 
At the meeting, your book selections for our 2021-22 reading pleasure will be revealed. If you have 
not yet done so, please send your votes to Sue Fox NO LATER THAN January 11. 
  
MEETING:   
Tuesday, January 12, at 7:00 p.m.  (ZOOM) 
 
BOOK:  
For January: Read Henrik Ibsen’s three-act play A Doll’s House. This ―social problem‖ drama, first 
published and performed in 1879, tells the story of a woman caught in the conventions of her time. 
She harbors a secret that threatens to destroy the life she has built. Its revelation sets into motion 
forces that require her to act in order to save herself. To enhance your interpretation of the play and 
if you have the time, you might wish to view a production of the play on You Tube. The film version 
with Claire Bloom and Anthony Hopkins (1973) is, perhaps, the best available. 
 
FOR THE EVENT:  Wear something red (just for fun and so that our screen is dazzling). Bring along 
a glass of something sparkling (or whatever) so that we can toast the New Year together and bring 
it in with all the positive gusto we can muster. If you wish, prepare to share with the group a brief 
account of your hopes/resolutions and maybe even reading goals for the New Year. JOIN US!! 
 
For February: The February book selection will be announced at the January meeting as will the  
entire year’s schedule. 

 
 
 
 

Welcome to SWELL (Social Women Enjoying Living Life) 2021! 
 

SWELL is joining the Drive-Thru Theme at JKPC 
On Saturday, January 16, at 11 a.m., SWELL women are  

invited to drive up to the gate to the JKPC courtyard to pick 
up a delicious lunch of soup, salad, and sweets, and to  

to their home. Then join the group on Zoom at 12:30 p.m. 
to enjoy the meal together 

 
Meals can also be delivered if necessary. A $10 donation is 

requested. 
 

Please RSVP to Sherry Sheets. 
 
 
 

 

Women’s  Ministries - Winter 2021 



 

 
 

New Devotional Challenge for Women 
 

We are inviting all ladies to take up a new challenge in 2021. Our Women’s Friday Bible 
study is excited to be working through Experiencing God Day-by-Day, a devotional and 

journal by Henry and Richard Blackaby starting with our January 8 Zoom meeting. 
Many of us accepted this challenge in 2006 when JKPC women’s retreat attendees made a 
commitment to spend 15 minutes a day with God, working through this same book. Many 
have mentioned how meaningful this material was and we think it will be perhaps even 
more meaningful in these stressful and isolating times. 
We would invite you to purchase a book (available on Amazon, or other retailers) and start 
working through it as of January 1. We will then meet on zoom and discuss the readings 
and our journaling: What is God saying to you? Where did 
the words or the journaling take your thoughts? Actions? 
Prayers? etc. 
 
We meet on Fridays at noon on Zoom. We are a no-guilt 
group, don’t feel bad if you miss a day or miss a meeting, 
just join us when you can. We will have time for discussion 
as well as time to share prayer concerns each meeting time. 
We are asking any ladies interested to join us for 6 weeks 
and we’ll reassess at that time whether we keep working 
through as a group or just each on our own. 
If you have interest in joining us for this challenge, please 
let me know and I will include you in our Zoom invitation.  
 
Please contact me with any questions or if you need help 
placing an order. 
 
Blessings on an amazing 2021, 
Vickie Wyant 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

LIFT (Ladies in Fellowhsip Together) Bible Study 
 

 
Lift meets on Friday mornings from  

10 a.m.—12 p.m. on Zoom. 
 

This group recently completed a study on the book of  
Ephesians and will begin a new study in January. 

 
New members are always welcome!  
Please contact Joan McGrady-Beach  

for information or to join. 
         
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For Your Generosity 
 

Heifer Living Gift Market 2020 
Thank Mooooo to all who donated to Heifer International!  
JKPC donations received this year totaled $1035, with Cows  
being the #1 choice. 
 
Heifer International was born from that simple idea of  
empowerment, and for 75 years the organization has worked  
tirelessly to give families a hand up, rather than just a 
handout. Giving an animal is like giving someone a small business, providing wool, milk, 
eggs and more. Animal donations can provide families a hand up, increasing access to 
medicine, school, food and A sustainable livelihood. Entire communities are transformed 
by this mission.   
 

 
Children’s Emergency Food Bank 

The volunteers of the Children’s Emergency Food Bank are ready for our 
52nd consecutive year of serving the residents of Pleasanton, Dublin, 
San Ramon, and Danville. 2020 was a difficult year, and besides serving 
our regular clients we made donations to a number of families in  
unusual circumstances. We also made donations to Open Heart Kitchen, 
St. Raymond Food Bank, Dublin Unified School District and Hively Child 
Care. We want to thank all of you who continue to support the Food 
Bank with donations of food, money and your time. Happy New Year! 

 Shepherd's Gate Donations 

This was a new giving opportunity this year sponsored by the 

Worship and Missions Elders in place of our usual poinsettia 

flower donations. We received $760 in support of the Shepherd's 

Gate "One Night of Hope" program. These donations were made 

in memory or celebration of loved ones.  

 

      The list of commemorations is on the following page. 



 

 
Shepherd's Gate "Christmas Angel" Donations 

This year the Worship and Missions Elders decided to try a new  

Advent giving opportunity in place of our usual poinsettia flower  

donations. We offered the opportunity to donate to the Shepherd's 

Gate "One Night of Hope" program in memory or celebration of 

loved ones. A total of $760 was donated ~ enough for 23 days of 

shelter and Christ-centered care for abused women and children. 

    Following is the list of commemorations. 

Thank You for Your Donations  
 to Shepherd’s Gate  

 
Irene & Matt Brewster  In celebration of Erik, Alex, Kalie and Kayne, Freya, and Luna   
   

Emma Bullock          In loving memory of my sister, Claudia Mae Hunter 
 

The Chervet Family  In gratitude for God’s presence in our lives 

Sue & Tom Fox            In honor of our beloved family: Julie, Zoey, Zeke, Zyler, Jeff, Sydney, Emily, Leslie, Jen, 

  Mariana, Haillee, Isaac, Peyton, Ashlyn, Jake, Mason  

The Han Family         In memory of Doug Tipton and Terry Smith 
 

Stan & Allean Husted  In memory of Murry van Brunt and Jill Husted 
           In honor of the Husted, Van Brunt, and Leader families 
 
Hank Irwin &   In celebration of our grandchildren, Adam, Owen, Kyle, Pearl, Aurora, and Lydia 
Sue King-Irwin  In memory of our parents: Gerry and Bill Dampier, and Dolores and Calvin Irwin 
 
The Lopez Family        In memory of loving parents and grandparents, Jerry & Jackie McKeown  
                                          and Tony Lopez; Larry's sister, Christina; and beloved family members lost in 2020 -  
                                          Kaci's brother, Jay McKeown, uncle, Donald Burgess & nephew, Brad Armstrong 
 
Randy & Joan         In memory of Constance McGrady, Les Beach, Ralph McGrady, and Jayne Giffin. 
McGrady-Beach        In celebration of Immanuel, Ezra, and Malachai Andre, and Lincoln, Morgan, and  
          Mazie McGrady-Beach 
 
Peter & Diana McIntyre  To celebrate our children and grandchildren 
 
The Phillips Family  In loving memory of Amelia Denise Walker 
 
The Polcyn Family  In celebration of our family       . 
 
The Ramsay Family         In loving memory of Jean Ramsay, Robert Couttie, Karen Wilkie and Sheila French 
 
Marion & Betty Rogers       In celebration of family 
 
Steve & Vicki Sigl         In memory of Vicki’s parents, John & Shirley Almeida, Steve’s dad, Jacob Sigl,  
           and my dear friend Peggy. 
   
Chet III & Nanette Wehe     In celebration of the birth of Adeline Jean Wehe 
   In honor of Chet and Jacqueline Wehe 
                                            In honor of Eric and Julia Henry 
 
 
 



 

Get to know Grace, our Compassion International Sponsored Child 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

More about Grace! 
 
Grace is 6 years old. She attends Sunday School at her 
church. 
 
At home, Grace helps out with child care. 
 
She loves to jump rope and run. 
 



 
Simple and secure.  

Give a single gift, or schedule 
ongoing donations using  

          your checking account,  
 debit, or credit card.   

John Knox has a new online giving platform which allows you to donate through our church website 
and/or through a smart phone App! John Knox has partnered with "GivePlus" through  
Vanco Payment Solutions, which is the official online giving platform recommended by the  
Presbyterian Foundation. We will no longer be using Tithe.ly  

Two ways you can donate! 

1) Donate to JKPC online: Go to our website, www.jkpcdublin.org and click on the GIVE+ logo on 
the left of the home page. This link that will direct to you to JKPC’s online giving webpage. You will 
immediately receive a JKPC receipt after donating, and you will also receive an email receipt.  

2) GivePlus Mobile App: JKPC is now listed in the GivePlus Mobile App. Click on GIVE+ logo on our 
website homepage and you will be directed to our online giving page with downloads for the GivePlus 
App for Adroid and Apple devices. There is also a YouTube link to a short video with more details.  

One question not addressed is that YOU are charged NO fees by donating either through the website 
link above or through the GivePlus Mobile App. Normally, JPKC would be charged a 2% total   
transaction fee, however, Vanco has reduced this fee to 1% during the COVID-19 crisis. Even at a 
2% transaction fee, this is the lowest fee we found for donation platforms geared specifically to 
churches. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Finance Elder Peter McIntyre. 

 
Do You Like to Shop On-line? Then Shop on AmazonSmile! 

 

Do you shop on Amazon.com? Then you should shop on smile.amazon.com! 

 

It’s the same shopping website, but smile.amazon.com donates 0.5% of the price of 
your eligible purchases to JKPC.  SET-UP (one-time) - smile.amazon.com, log-in 
(your usual Amazon username/password), chose JKPC (DUBLIN) as your charity. 

 

To earn the 0.5%, all purchases must be made from smile.amazon,com  

 

AmazonSmile must be used on a computer rather than on a Smartphone 
 



 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Deacons’ Meeting - 3rd Sunday—11 a.m. 
Finance Committee - Meets the Friday  
before Session. Contact Peter McIntyre 
Litwits - 2nd Tuesday - 6:30 p.m.  
Praise Band - Thursdays - 7 p.m.  
Session Meeting - 3rd Tuesday - 7:00 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Current Bible Study Groups 

Please contact them for more information.  
  

Women’s Bible Study: 
Friday @10 a.m. - LIFT Women’s Study on 
Zoom. Contact: Joan McGrady-Beach.  
 
Fridays @ noon on Zoom 
Contact: Vickie Wyant 
     
Men’s Bible Study: 
Friday @9 a.m. - Copper Skillet Restaurant, 
Dublin. Contact: Pastor Randy. 

 
 
 
 

 

 

www.jkpcdublin.org 

 
 
 

Church Staff 
Randy McGrady-Beach, Pastor  
Nancy Polcyn, Family Ministries Director 
Dean Christman, Music Director 
Howard Lee, Youth Director 
Mary Chervet, Administrative Assistant 
Rene Phillips, Administrative Assistant 
Teresa Karlson, Benevolence Treasurer 
Eric Loofbourrow, Organist 
Steve Kritzer, Music Ministry 
Nanette Wehe, Music Ministry 
 

Volunteer Staff 
Andrew Currier, Chief Sound Technician 
Jerry Miller, Chief Video Technician 
Sue King-Irwin & Peter McIntyre,   
 Head Ushers 
Sue Wilburn & Sandi Coll, Music 
Lisa Locus & Rene Phillips, 
     Wedding Coordinators 
Lyall Barrett, Veterans Coordinator 

 
Preschools 

Joy Preschool & Day Care  
 Lisa Locus, Director 
John Knox Co-op Preschool  
 Leslie James, Director 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Prayer Requests 

 
If you have a prayer request or know someone 

who is need, please email us at  
jkpccares@gmail.com 

http://www.jkpcdublin.org
mailto:jkpccares@gmail.com


 

 
 
 

 
 

January Calendar 
January 1   Happy New Year! JKPC Office Closed 
January 3   Communion 
January 10  Congregational Meeting  
January 12  LITWITS Book Club  
January 18  Martin Luther King Jr. Day - JKPC Office Closed 
January 31  Annual Congregational Meeting 
 

  
 

 
 

Details on these events may be found on our website: 
www.jkpcdublin.org 

 
 
 

 

John Knox Presbyterian Church 
7421 Amarillo Road, Dublin, CA 94568  

(925) 828-1846 
Website: www.jkpcdublin.org 

Email: johnknoxoffice@gmail.com 

 

9:30 a.m. Sunday Morning Worship on FaceBook Live  

  

http://www.jkpcdublin.org/

