
 

 

Introduction to Inductive 

Bible Study 

Goals 

1. Discover what a biblical author intended to communicate to his original audience. 

2. Be transformed by God’s Word. 

Implications 

1. God works through human authors who made choices of words, phrases, illustrations, etc. 

2. Studying the Bible is a cross cultural experience for us because we don’t live in the ancient world 
that the original audience did. 

3. It takes effort and humility to think about the author and audience rather than expect the Bible 
to be written directly for us. 

Three Steps 

• Observation – What does the text say? 

• Interpretation – What does the text mean? 

• Application – How does the text speak to my life? 

Observation 

Look for 7 FACT – finding questions – questions to determine . . .  

• the SETTING or CONTEXT – Who? Where? When? 

• the EVENT or IDEA – What? How? Why? 

• the RESULT or CONSEQUENCE – So? 

• Word RELATIONSHIPS – repetitions, similarities, contrasts, cause to effect, general to particular, 
particular to general, etc. 

• LOGICAL CONNECTORS – but, for, therefore, so that, because, if . . .then. 



 

 

• UNITS of thought – change in location, time, theme, characters, thought or actions 

• QUOTES or allusions 

Interpretation 

1. Ask good questions: 

•  Use the language of the text. 

• Include in your question the issue that troubles or intrigues you. 

• Refer to the original audience. 

2. Answer your questions from the text: 

• Use the immediate context to define meanings. 

• Develop theories that hold multiple observations together. 

• Use cultural and historical background to answer through the lens of the author and original 

audience. 

3. Summarize the core message. 

Application 

• Pray for the Holy Spirit to lead you. 

• Turn the main point(s) into questions for reflection. 

• Look for places in your life that are similar to one of the characters or the situation. 

• Look for promises, commands and/or example to follow or avoid. 



 

 

• Be specific. 

• Choose an action that you can take in the next two days. 

• Share your insights/plans with another. 


