JKPC News
Monthly update of events
John Knox Presbyterian Church

2021

Communion Sunday, February 7, During Worship
“Drive In” Communion after Worship

Litwits Book Club ~ Tuesday, February 9

Ash Wednesday Service
February 17 at 7 p.m.

Scout Sunday, February 28

Coming To A Pulpit Near You!
Here are Pastor Randy’s sermon subjects for the month
of February. You may want to read the
scripture passages in advance.

February 7 - John 2:1-12, “Best of Choice”
February 14 - John 2:13-25, “Clearing the Decks”
February 17 - Ecclesiastes 3:1-8, Joel 2:1-2, 12-17
“Refusing Regret or Receiving Redemption”
February 21 - John 2:23-3:15, “Teaching the Teacher”
February 28 - John 3:16-21, “Loving the Light”

We are already in the second month of 2021! The expectation of moving
back to normalcy is again shattered with events and actions in
January bringing to the forefront unexpected turbulence, pushing
restoration and reconciliation further away. The month which is supposed
to direct us toward warm hearts and comforting experiences calls us to be
vigilant about our health, our connections, and requires us to be cautious
in our hopes.
As I reflect on the past month, I recalled the preparation our Session engaged in three
years ago as we sought to find new ways to adapt to a changing world around us. At that
time, our leadership read, studied, and grappled together with the book Canoeing the
Mountains by Tod Bolsinger.
In our reading, we learned that to adapt to “unprecedented” changes we need to: 1)
start with conviction, 2) stay calm, 3) stay connected, and 4) stay the course. We agreed
that we are called to be present in our communities to bring good news to all whom we meet.
This may mean stepping into uncomfortable territory, but we are bolstered by our church
family ties and our belief that God is our Savior and Lord. We are not alone. We are God’s
people and he will not abandon us. This is our conviction, Romans 8:38-39.
It may be difficult to weather the storms we face, but God is the one in whom we can
trust. This will bring us peace of mind as God’s presence invades our every space. It is this
God who will shepherd us along quiet streams and lead us to verdant pastures. We are
carried by God’s goodness and know our future is in God’s hands. This brings us a sense of
calm, John 20:19.
A hallmark of many congregations, this one included, is a commitment to staying
connected. We have worked really hard this past year to provide opportunities for connection,
be they on Facebook Live, Zoom, or even special socially distant outdoor events and worship
services. We strive to keep connected though prayer and practice, 1 Corinthians 12:25-27.
While in the present, the bumps, curves, and dips seem more accentuated, it is when
we look back that we can see God’s steady hand guiding us through the maze of the present
towards a glorious end. This belief also helps us face the coming challenges with assurance,
confidence, and an eager anticipation as to what new vistas we will encounter. We just need
to keep our eye on the prize; we need to stay the course, Philippians 3:14.
One course we have been pursuing this past year is that of seeking justice for all.
“Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere,” Martin Luther King Jr. famously
asserted. It is hard to believe that only eight months ago, Carolyn Bolin and I shared some
thoughts about racism. We talked about the need for those who are in the majority to
educate themselves about this cancer which continues to plague our land. You can review the
power point on our website. Just select the tab “Get Connected,” scroll down to “How To Be a
JKPC Ally,” and in that power point are listed some resources including books to read or
movies to watch.
What better way to celebrate February than to challenge yourself to a new
understanding of why racism is a problem in our country and to join us as we seek to battle
this blight on our nation? What better way to show our love for God than to learn a new way
to love those around us? We need to acknowledge our prejudice and bias. Only then can we,
without pretense, seek God’s grace to overcome our shortcomings which racism reveals.

Perhaps you still question if this a problem, or you question why this is a problem that
we need to address? If so, then I challenge you to watch a couple of movies or read a couple
of the books referenced later in this newsletter, during the month of February.
We have a Session-appointed task force which is focusing on this very issue. If you
have questions, please contact one of us. There is an article below from the task force. If you
are willing to “canoe the mountains” with us on this issue, please let us know and we will
share with you what we are learning.
Let us not abandon the course on which we have embarked. May we be willing to learn
from those who have sacrificed so much to make equality for all people a present reality. Let
us make our time and effort on this earth worth it. I am willing; how about you?
Stumbling along with you,
Pastor Randy

Becoming an Ally
Since September we have written monthly newsletter articles on the
white person’s journey to self-awareness of inherent bias and prejudice,
white privilege, whiteness, and color blindness. We white members of the
Task Force strive to be Allies to Blacks and all People of Color.
We know the path forward is one of education and action. For those of us
who are white, we can no longer watch what is happening in our
community and our country and stay on the sidelines. God’s Word tells us
what to do. Isaiah 1:17: "Learn to do good; seek justice, correct
oppression; bring justice to the fatherless, plead the widow's
cause." Please join us on this vital journey.
“Seek out books, articles, documentaries or podcasts to learn about the systemic
oppression and racialized history of our country.”*
“Expand your media intake (entertainment, news sources, social media, etc.) to include
Black voices.”*
“Learn about the experiences and struggles that Black people and other people of color
face that are different from your own.”*
“Stay informed with what’s happening in your community.”*
On January 10, Pastor Randy said during his sermon, “Change begins in our heart…We need
to be the beginning of something different.” JKPC, let us begin.
*CU (University of Colorado) Boulder Today, June 3, 2020, “How to be an Ally to the Black
Community and Communities of Color”
Session Matthew 25 Task Force: Elders Bob Beebe, Nanette Wehe, Kim Kraft, Terry Han,
Stan Husted, and Pastor Randy.

On the following page you will find a list of suggested resources which you can use
to become more educated on racial issues and “beoming an ally.” This list was part of
Carolyn Bolin’s presentation back in June 2020. You can see the full presentation on our
website, www.jkpcdublin.org, under the “Get Connected” tab.

"There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free,
male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus"
How do you educate yourself on the history of race and racial problems in our country?
Here is a list of excellent resources including books, movies and TV shows:
Books:











White Fragility by Robin Diangelo
Between the World and Me by Ta-Nehisi Coates
The Color of Compromise Jemar Tisby
So You Want to Talk About Race by Ijeoma Oulo
How to Be an Anitracist by Ibram X. Kendi
The New Jim Crow by Michelle Alexander
Just Mercy by Bryan Stevenson
The Hate U Give by Angie Thomas
The 57 Street Bus by Dashka Slater (Young Adult)
Black Brother, Black Brother by Jewell Parker Rhodes
(Middle School)

Film and TV:








13th (Netflix)
Just Mercy
The Hate U Give (Hulu)
Selma (Amazon Prime)
When They See Us (Netflix)
Marshal (Amazon Prime)
Crown Heights (Netflix)

Ash Wednesday
February 17, 2021
The newest book on Leadership I am reading is called
Tempered Resilience: How Leaders Are Formed in the Crucible of
Change. This book is the most current book by Tod Bolsinger, who
also authored Canoeing the Mountains.
Bolsinger in his new book says, “A tempered leader is formed
in the act of leading, through reflection, relationships, and a rule of
life, in a rhythm of leading and not leading.” He says one of the character traits of a great leader is
one who is humble. The leader needs to be one who is teachable, who is willing to receive instruction
and counsel. The leader is one who allows others, at times, to lead.
These words called to mind the many verses in Proverbs which say it is the wise one who
listens to instruction, like Proverbs 16:20, “Whoever gives heed to instruction prospers, and blessed
is the one who trusts in the Lord.”
One thing I have missed from our political leaders these last few years is their willingness to
receive instruction or correction. It seems that the vying for power has taken precedence over
seeking the best for the least, and actually all concerned.
Martin Luther King Jr. says, “What is needed is a realization that power without love is
reckless and abusive, and love without power is sentimental and anemic. Power at its best
is love implementing the demand of justice, and justice at its best is power correcting
everything that stands against love.”
Not many of us are in a position of power, but we can set a precedent by our willingness to
receive correction from God. There are times we recognize that we have failed to follow the
prompting of the Spirit and we have not followed God’s way.
We can address this through confession. We can show our willingness to learn by admitting we
may have been or were wrong. It is not an easy thing to do, and too often we think a strong leader
must show no weakness. Yet, if we look at Jesus we realize he was willing to show weakness, to be
vulnerable, in order to follow God’s will for his life, a will which proclaimed sacrifice is more important than demanding others to accept you are right.
This year Ash Wednesday will be February 17th. We will have a service that evening which will
allow us to face our failings, to admit our transgressions, and to humbly seek forgiveness.
The scriptures I will be using are Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 and Joel 2:1-2, 12-17. You can read these
ahead of time as we prepare for the six weeks before Easter. Lent is an awesome time to reflect on
how you can more intentionally cultivate the Spirit in your life.
I urge you to read these scriptures and to attend the worship service entitled, “Refusing
Regret or Receiving Redemption” on Facebook Live. That night we will together begin the six
week journey of renewing our commitment to grow in faith. And we will, perhaps, provide an
example for all people, powerless or powerful, to see God’s love in action.
Seeking to learn with you in humility,
Pastor Randy

“Per Capita is crucial to the overall health of the PC(USA), because it binds presbyteries, synods, and congregations together
in one church.”
- J. Herbert Nelson, II, Stated Clerk of the General Assembly of the PC(USA)
The Per Capita cost for 2021 is $7,790 for John Knox
Presbyterian Church. Each church in our denomination is
asked to contribute to the church nationwide to cover the cost of
on-going administration, training of ruling and teaching elders,
and special gatherings and commissions.
Each Presbytery collects these funds from the churches in
their territory. Some of the funds go to the administrative roles
filled at the Presbytery level. Some of the funds go to the Synod, from where we obtained
our mortgage and any future low rate property loans. The remainder of the funds go to the
Office of the General Assembly, a department of the national church, which runs special
gatherings including the biennial General Assembly gathering.
Our Session has a goal of receiving 100% of our Per Capita costs for 2021, which again
is $7,790, from our membership. In order to have your contribution counted toward our Per
Capita expense, which we recently found out is $38 for each member for 2021, please
indicate in the memo line of your check or send an email to Teresa indicating that you have
made an additional $38 contribution per member in your household.
We send in our total Per Capita assessment whether members contribute or not, just
as the Presbytery has to send their Per Capita assessment to the Synod and General Assembly. Every year we have had an increase of Per Capita contributions from our members,
thank you so much. Last year 60% of our Per Capita costs were covered by our members.
Just note that you can contribute towards this Per Capita assessment whether you are a
member or not, or you can ask to become a member and then pay(just a thought).
The Per Capita expense helps us be Presbyterian for it helps us to stay connected to
other churches in our region as well as churches within our nation. I have participated in
conferences and events supported by other Presbyteries and with our Synod. It is at the
meetings of the General Assembly that decisions are made to modify portions of our
constitution, be it The Book of Order or The Book of Confessions. All this is funded by our Per
Capita contribution.
Thank you for being willing to help us meet our budget for 2021 in this way.
If you have any questions please contact me at the office.
Blessings, Pastor Randy McGrady-Beach

Nominating Committee 2021
Thank you to all who volunteered to serve on the nominating
committee this year: Pam Appel, Morgan Brizee, Stan Husted,
Rene Phillips, and Sue Wilburn. Please keep them in your prayers
as they seek guidance in selecting new elders and deacons.

Videos Wanted!
Passing the Peace Video
Request
to the JKPC Congregation
We miss seeing everyone in person - and
the next best thing is seeing each other
on video during the Sunday Morning
Worship Services! We would love to see
you or your family in these videos, even if
you’ve done one before. If you would like
to make a short video saying "hello" or
"Peace of Christ" or any other fun greeting
- we would love to include it in our
Sunday Worship Service!
You can make the video on your smartphone and then contact Nancy Polcyn
for the Drop Box link. Videos taken horizontally are preferred. You can
submit your video at any time - and we'll confirm when we will share it
during our Facebook Live church service. If you have questions, please
contact Nancy Polyn, jkpcnancyp@sbcglobal.net
This link will stay active until Easter, so have fun & we look forward to
seeing your videos!

Women’s Ministries
SWELL in 2020
SWELL (Social Women Enjoying Living Life) started
the 2020 year fairly normally, enjoying the JKPC
Crab Feed in January and a lunch out at Mexico
Lindo in February. Our March event was a
wonderful St. Patrick’s Day luncheon hosted and
cooked by Sherry Sheets. While we were dining, we
learned that CA was going on lockdown due to the
pandemic the next day, so that was the last time
we saw each other in person for several months!
We did have several virtual lunches on Zoom
during the spring. With the summer weather we
were able to meet several times for lunch, socially
distanced at local parks and in Sandy Tomcik’s back
yard, and this included a bittersweet farewell to
Pam and Kelcie Appel as they moved to PA. We
celebrated our annual Octoberfest in the JKPC
Courtyard, once again hosted by the amazing chef
Sherry Sheets. We finished the year with a fun Christmas party on Zoom.
SWELL began many years ago at JKPC as a ministry for single women, but as some of us remarried
and other married women wanted to join us, we transformed our identity to become “social” women.
As such, we are open to all women at JKPC, and it has been a real blessing! We invite all women to
join us for any of our events, which we aim to hold monthly.
Respectfully submitted,
Sue King-Irwin, Lynn Getty, and Sherry Sheets

SWELL St. Patrick’s Day Event
March 13
Look for details to come!

Bible Study Groups for Women
LIFT Women’s Study
Friday at 10:00 a.m. in the JKPC Library
All women of the church are invited to join us on Friday mornings
from 10 a.m. to noon for our current study on Spiritual Gifts. Please contact Joan McGrady-Beach if
you would like to know more about the group.

Friday Women’s Bible Study @ 12 Noon
We meet Fridays on Zoom. We are working through the daily devotional
Experiencing God Day-by-Day, a devotional and journal by Henry and Richard Blackaby.
We would love to have you join us!
For more information please contact Vickie Wyant.

LITWITS on ZOOM—HAPPY FEBRUARY

Plan to join us on Zoom at 7:00 pm on February 9. You will receive a ZOOM invite and study questions
for our next book in the next several days, or
e-mail Sue Fox to receive them.

Sue Fox will also send a reminder ZOOM invitation a day
or so before the event.
MEETING:
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 9, at 7:00 p.m. on ZOOM
BOOK:
For February: Read Sarah Blake’s The Guest Book.
This powerful book reveals the ways in which we become
trapped in our own “plots,” in our own specific understandings of the ways in which everything works and
evolves. Here, we follow three generations of a wealthy
East Coast family whose privileged lives have centered
around their lovely island home in Maine. A compelling
read, with lots of food for thought, and highly recommended.
FOR THE EVENT: Wear something appropriate for Valentine’s Day . . . .
THE FEBRUARY, MARCH and APRIL MEETINGS WILL BE AT 7:00 PM on ZOOM! Stay tuned for what
happens after that. Thank you, Litwits, for being so faithful throughout this pandemic! It has been
fun to share on Zoom with our friends near and far! JOIN US! See the year’s reading list below:

Month

Book

Hostess

February

The Guest Book, by Sarah Blake

ZOOM

March

Caste, by Isabella Wilkerson

ZOOM

April

This is Big, by Marisa Meltzer

ZOOM

May

The Nickel Boys, by Colson Whitehead

TBD

June

The Splendid and the Vile, by Erik Larson

TBD

July

A Place for Us, by Fatima Farheen Mirza

TBD

August

A Knock at Midnight, by Brittany Barnett

TBD

September

The Weight of a Piano, by Chris Cander

October

Dig, by A.S. King

November

Middlemarch, by George Eliot

Sandy Tomcik

December

Christmas Bells, by Jennifer Chiaverini

Ligaya Marston

January
(2022)

The Lost Girls of Paris, by Pam Jenoff

Sue Fox

Nanette Wehe
TBD

JKPC FAMILY MINISTRIES
Hello JKPC Families! We are hoping everyone is well - and hoping you are
reading your Jesus Storybook Bibles. The chapters are short and fun to read for the
Whole Family!
Below is the schedule for the month. You can read the stories, complete the
activity sheets (given out with the book), watch our fun Kids Message Videos and if
you like, join us on Zoom Sunday Afternoons. We also have a private Sunday
Funday School Facebook Group Pages to safely share info and pictures.
January 31 "Filled Full" Jesus Feeds the 5000.
You won’t want to miss Declan sharing this story!
Go to the JKPC Dublin YouTube Channel or Facebook page to check it out.
February 7 "Treasure Hunt"
Jesus' Parable of the Buried Treasure in the Field
February 14 "The Friend of Little Children"
Jesus Loves the Little Children Valentine's Lesson
February 21 "The Man who Didn't Have any friends (none)"
Jesus befriends Zacchaeus
February 28 "Running Away"
Jesus shares the parable of the Prodigal Son
February Craft bags will be distributed by the end of the week

Kids are invited to join Miss Nancy and Mrs. Richards on Zoom on Sundays at 4 p.m. for a half
hour of fun, lesson review and games!! It’s a casual time, and
it’s fun to see familiar faces!
February Scriptures to Memorize:
"With man this is impossible, but With God all things are
Possible" Matthew 19:26
""For it is by grace you have been saved, through Faith and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God" Ephesians 2:8
January Memory Scriptures :
Your Word is a Lamp for my Feet, and a Light on my Path. Psalm 119:105
Jesus said: “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have
the light of life.” John 8:12
* Younger kids can focus on the Bold words in the verses
Our goal for 2021 is that kids and families stay connected to God, His Word, and to each other! Please
contact me if you have any questions. Blessings, Miss Nancy

Scout Sunday, February 28

JKPC Boy & Girl Scout Sunday will be an online celebration this
year! We will honor our Scouts on Sunday, February 28 during
the church service. Scouts please help us to get ready by sending
Miss Nancy pictures of you in your scout uniform, and perhaps
sharing pictures of ways you have stayed active in scouting. We
will also highlight Eagle Scout Projects, Silver and Gold Awards,
and we definitely will be honoring JoAnn Parker who is
retiring after almost 45 years working in the scout council office!
We’ll be handing out a special Scout Sunday patch, too!

One Great Hour of Sharing Fish Banks ~
Swimming Your Way for Lent!

Your “Change” Can “Change” Lives! Your coins will help support
families all over the world who are in need of food, clean water and
housing. Fish Banks will be included with your February Craft Bags.
Please return your fish banks by Palm Sunday, March 28. Make sure
to put your name on the fish bank so you can receive tax credit.

Discovery on Adventure Island
Vacation Bible School
is heading our way the week of July 11.
Our VBS will most likely be an online event again this year
- but we will know more as time goes on. We hope to plan
some safe ways to have fun in person if allowed.
Arise! Shine! Your light has come; the LORD’S glory has
shone upon you! Isaiah 60:1
From a whimsical lighthouse on the tropical, enchanted
Adventure Island, children (Explorers) begin their quest in
search of five mysterious infinity lanterns that help light
their way on the island. These lanterns are the light of
Love, the light of Trust, the light of Faith, the light of Joy,
and the light of Hope.

Youth Group Schedule
Middle School:
Wednesday & Thursday Evenings on Zoom, 7-8 p.m.
Sundays on Zoom, 3-5 p.m.
High School:
Sundays on Zoom, 5-7 p.m.

Simple and secure.
Give a single gift, or schedule
ongoing donations using
your checking account,
debit, or credit card.
John Knox has a new online giving platform which allows you to donate through our church website
and/or through a smart phone App! John Knox has partnered with "GivePlus" through
Vanco Payment Solutions, which is the official online giving platform recommended by the
Presbyterian Foundation. We will no longer be using Tithe.ly
Two ways you can donate!
1) Donate to JKPC online: Go to our website, www.jkpcdublin.org and click on the GIVE+ logo on
the left of the home page. This link that will direct to you to JKPC’s online giving webpage. You will immediately receive a JKPC receipt after donating, and you will also receive an email receipt.
2) GivePlus Mobile App: JKPC is now listed in the GivePlus Mobile App. Click on GIVE+ logo on our
website homepage and you will be directed to our online giving page with downloads for the GivePlus
App for Adroid and Apple devices. There is also a YouTube link to a short video with more details.
One question not addressed is that YOU are charged NO fees by donating either through the website
link above or through the GivePlus Mobile App. Normally, JPKC would be charged a 2% total
transaction fee, however, Vanco has reduced this fee to 1% during the COVID-19 crisis. Even at a 2%
transaction fee, this is the lowest fee we found for donation platforms geared specifically to churches.
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Finance Elder Peter McIntyre.

Do you shop on Amazon.com?
Then we encourage you to shop on AmazonSMILE.com.
It’s the same shopping website, but amazonsmile.com
donates 0.5% of the price of your eligible purchases to
JKPC.
SET-UP (one-time) - Amazonsmile.com, log-in (your
usual Amazon username/password), chose JKPC
(DUBLIN) as your charity. Thank you!

.

Meetings and Rehearsals
Deacons’ Meeting - 3rd Sunday - 11 a.m.
Finance Committee - Meets the Friday
before Session. Contact Peter McIntyre
Litwits - 2nd Tuesday - 7 p.m.
Praise Band - Thursdays - 7 p.m.
Session Meeting - 3rd Tuesday - 7 p.m.

Current Bible Study Groups

Please contact them for more information.
Women’s Bible Study:
Friday @10 a.m. - LIFT Women’s Study in
church Library. Contact: Joan McGrady-Beach.
Fridays @ noon on Zoom
Contact: Vickie Wyant
Men’s Bible Study:
On Hiatus
Contact: Pastor Randy

www.jkpcdublin.org

Church Staff
Randy McGrady-Beach, Pastor
Nancy Polcyn, Family Ministries Director
Dean Christman, Music Director
Howard Lee, Youth Director
Mary Chervet, Administrative Assistant
Rene Phillips, Administrative Assistant
Teresa Karlson, Benevolence Treasurer
Eric Loofbourrow, Organist
Steve Kritzer, Music Ministry
Nanette Wehe, Music Ministry
Volunteer Staff
Andrew Currier, Chief Sound Technician
Jerry Miller, Chief Video Technician
Sue King-Irwin & Peter McIntyre,
Head Ushers
Sue Wilburn & Sandi Coll, Music
Lisa Locus & Rene Phillips,
Wedding Coordinators
Lyall Barrett, Veterans Coordinator

Preschools
Joy Preschool & Day Care
Lisa Locus, Director
John Knox Co-op Preschool
Leslie James, Director

February
February
February
February
February
February

7
9
14
15
17
28

February Calendar

Communion & Drive In Communion
LITWITS Book Club
Valentine’s Day
President’s Day - JKPC Office Closed
Ash Wednesday
Scout Sunday

Coming Events - Save the Dates!
March
March
March
April
April
April

14
17
28
1
2
4

Daylight Saving Time Begins
St. Patrick’s Day
Palm Sunday
Maundy Thursday
Good Friday
Easter Sunday
Details on these events may be found on our website: www.jkpcdublin.org

John Knox Presbyterian Church
7421 Amarillo Road, Dublin, CA 94568
(925) 828-1846
Website: www.jkpcdublin.org
Email: jkpcdublin@sbcglobal.net
9:30 a.m. Sunday Morning Worship on FaceBook Live
Visit our YouTube channel: JKPC Dublin, Ca

