
 

 

 

 
Coming To A Pulpit Near You! 

 

Here’s an idea of what you can expect for sermon  
subjects this summer.  

 
 

August 2 - “Right On!” Philippians 2:12-15 
 
August 9 - “The Cleaner” Matthew 21:12-14;  1John 1:8-10 
    Guest Pastor Michael Boyland 
 
August 16 - “Recycling at Its Best” Philippians 3:4b-11  
 
August 23 - “You Have Called Me Higher” Philippians 3:12-14 
 
August 30 - “A Model for the Ages” Philippians 3:15-21 

   Monthly update of events       
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       Outdoor Worship in August 
 
 
                        Communion Sunday, August 2 
 

               
  

      SWELL “Patio Party” 
       Saturday, August 8 
 
    Women’s Ministries Virtual Brunch 
     Saturday, August 22 

  
 

 
         Back to School Blessing ~August 16 

 
 

 
      

      ZOOM Fellowship Club - Starting in August! 



 Gate Keeper versus Gate Greeter 
 
 I have been thinking a lot lately about the  
difference between Judaism and Christianity. The big 
difference, I see, is that Judaism provides a faith which 
is focused on the one God, just like Christianity, but 
does not seek to proselytize others. Christians are  
commissioned, Matthew 28:18-20, to share their faith 

with others. 
 Cultural understanding helps us see the reason why these two faith traditions are  
different. Yes, we worship the same God, but I think Christianity is a further unfolding, a  
further revelation of God‟s desires for his creation, a desire from the onset. Let me explain. 
 When God called Abraham to leave his people to begin a new life it was to also reveal to 
Abraham God‟s intentions for humankind, from the very beginning. We need to remember 
that in Abraham‟s time everyone believed in gods. There was no atheism, not believing in a 
god, or more. Everyone believed that each geographical location had its own god. If you 
moved to a new place you had to learn who that god was and the expectations of that god. 
That is, you learned what you needed to do to keep on the good side of that god. 
 Abraham first moved to Haran from Ur with his father Terah. It was from there  
Abraham was called to a new land and, of course, in his understanding to a new god. In order 
for Abraham to make this transition it was necessary for him to leave behind his father and 
his father‟s god or gods. 
 The promise made to Abraham, found in Genesis 12:1-3, included a blessing to all  
nations. That is the people of Abraham would be the agents of blessing from God to the 
world. In order to be these agents the people needed to be established first as a new nation 
and then they needed to learn the way to live according to the ways of this new God. 
 As this nation became established through Isaac, Jacob, and the twelve sons of Jacob, 
they began to understand they had a God who was committed to them. They did not have a 
capricious god from whom they had to guess what would please him, but they did need to be 
committed to this new God, just as he was committed to them. 
 The growth of the Hebrews, or Israelites as they became to be called, in Egypt helped 
them establish this new nation. Yet it wasn‟t until their exodus, from Egypt, which also meant 
leaving all the gods of the Egyptians, that they were able to firm up the definitive aspects of 
the way they would relate to their God. This was when the Law was introduced. This provided 
them with the boundaries and parameters of their new found faith in Yahweh. 
 This Law was not just the restrictions and boundaries of this God‟s ways, but it was a 
covenant, it was an agreement, where both parties had expectations and benefits. When a 
person outside of this nation wanted to join them they also had to agree to follow the Law. 
 Basically the priests made sure the rules were followed the right way and were called to 
make sure the people did not step out of line, that is cross these rules. The priests were the 
Gate Keepers of this faith. This faith was in a God to whom they were committed and  
worshiped. 
 The blessing from God could only come to those people who bought into the Jewish way 
of life and who were willing to accept and commit towards this covenant which God had  
established. 
 In Christianity Jesus came to let us know that God is not bounded by geography nor by 
rules. It was the intent behind the rules that was important. It was the message that was  
important not the structure from whence it came. 
 We all know that the ten commandments, which are a distillation of the Law, can easily 
be divided into two parts. The first four help us maintain our relationship with God. The  
following six help us maintain our relationship with our neighbor or those people with whom 
we are in contact. 
 Yet Jesus came to not only show us how to live out the rules (Matthew 5:17), but what 
was behind them. He came to show us that God‟s love for us is so deep that we can‟t fathom 
how far it goes. He also came to show that everyone, Jews and Gentile (that is everyone who 
is not a Jew) has an opportunity to receive that love and to live it out by sharing that same 
love with those around us. 



 
 The blessings to the nations can come through us. We are the new agents, we are the 
priesthood, the chosen race, the holy nation, God‟s own people, “in order that you (we) may 
proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you (us) out of darkness into his marvelous light 
(1 Peter 2:9).” 
 We are to be the Gate Greeters. We are to be the ones who welcome anyone who 
comes to us seeking to experience a relationship with the almighty God. This God is not 
bound by geography, this God is not bound by our own understanding, this God is a God 
which longs to have a relationship with everyone on earth. 
 We are to follow the mission which Jesus voiced in his first sermon in Nazareth in Luke 
4:18-19, “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good news 
to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the 
blind, to let the oppressed go free, to proclaim the year of the Lord‟s favor.” 
 Jesus did not come to shore up the gate against those who not worthy to enter, but to 
throw open the gate wide to allow any, and all, who seek a relationship with God, and so 
they too can have a meaningful relationship with each other. 
 I hope as we move towards a new church year we can all become Gate Greeters and 
not Gate Keepers. Our calling is an expansion of the one God gave to Abraham. We are not 
only to be a blessing to the nations, but we are to help others become the disciples God  
desires all of us to be. 
 Looking forward to next year, in the sanctuary, and beyond, with you, 
 Pastor Randy 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Membership Class 
 

As the world turns, we still find ways to bring stability and order to 
this topsy-turvy planet we live on. One way we do this is to encourage 
each other in our faith journey. Have you ever thought of sharing that 
faith journey with someone? Here at John Knox Presbyterian Church 
(JKPC) we believe everyone has a role to play in the history of our 
world. We would like to hear how God has touched you and how we 
can encourage you in your faith walk. We will have a class for anyone 
who would like to become an official member of this church as we 
share our beliefs with each other and we celebrate your presence with us. 
 On August 23 and August 30 we will have a Zoom class for anyone who wants to 
share their story with us, and is interested in learning more about this body of believers 
who proclaim the good news to all people, and when necessary use words. Please contact  
Pastor Randy.  



 
 
 
 

 
 

God ROCKS!  Zoom Sunday School  
 

 
  
Sunday School for all kids from 4 - 4:30 p.m.  
Join Ms. Nancy on Sundays for Bible Lessons, Fun and 
Friends!  
(no Zoom on August 9 and 23)  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Cool off with Kona Ice Family Fun! 
Sunday, August 30 from 3-4 p.m.   
 
We‟re planning a tropical time to safely gather and enjoy 
shaved ice in the JKPC Parking Lot. Hawaiian clothes are  
encouraged!  
 
 

 
 
 
 
Scripture Song Challenge 
Singing scripture is an easy and fun way to 
learn God's Word!! Each Sunday Ms. Nancy will 
introduce a different song for the kids to  
memorize!! Take the challenge and you can 
even share a video of your kids singing  on the JKPC Facebook Page.  
 
 

 
 
 

 
Ms. Nancy will be sending out another craft packet 
this month - and she would love feedback on how we 
can help families stay connected while we are 
apart.                  

JKPC FAMILY MINISTRIES 
with Nancy Polcyn! 



 

Back-to-school Blessings 
Sunday, August 16 

  
Whether your kids are going back to school, or 
back to classroom Zoom, we want them to 
know that God is with them always!  We will 

have a special Back to School Blessing Kids Message on Sunday, August 16 during the church  
service.  We will send the kids off with a prayer and a special “Walking with Jesus” backpack clip/
zipper pull! Our 9:30 a.m. worship service that day should still be Outdoor Worship held in the 
Courtyard.   
You can sign up to join us in person (there will probably be a 40 person maximum) OR families are 
invited to Roll by the church between 10:45-11:30 a.m. (in your car, on bikes, or on your feet) to 
receive their backpack clip. 
  
 Remember, our friend Jesus promises us: “I am with you always” (Matthew 28:20) 
 
  
 

 
 

Hear ye, Hear ye! A Royal Thank You to all who helped with 
Knights of North Castle Vacation Bible School 

 
Thank you to all who helped make our Quarantined in the Castle at home VBS a success!  We  

handed out 170 Castle Craft bags  to kids ages preschool - 8th grade and had 135 families join our 
Private VBS Facebook Group!  All who signed up enjoyed a Facebook Live VBS Program the week of 

July 13, and middle schoolers were able to have Zoom youth group time in the evenings!   
Joy Preschool was able to join the fun and learn about the Armor of God, too!  Even though we were 

apart, it was fun to see the kids making their crafts, singing songs and learning scripture through 
the pictures and videos that they shared on Facebook.  

 
Thank you to our Skit Team, our Audio/Video Team, VBS Program Crew, Decorating Crew, and all 
those who helped us assemble and organize crafts/curriculum and who passed out the Craft Bags.  

 
We are excited to report that 873 food itmes were received that will benefit our  

Children's Emergency Food Bank!  
Praying for all to continue to suit up with the Armor of God!  

And we hope to have a Castle Celebration next year in person!! 
  

 



 

 
 
 
 

 

JKPC Youth - Stay Connected! 
 Middle School: Youth Group ZOOM Monday, Wednesday  
    and Friday at 7 p.m. and monthly Sunday activity at JKPC                        
      
 High School Youth Group: Sunday evenings at JKPC from  
    6-8 p.m. Join us for social-distanced gathering! 
 

Thank you to Bruce Byrne and PJ & Soeun Peterson for helping 
lead Youth Group 
 
 

 
  

  
Goodbye Bruce Byrne!   
 
As most of you are award, Bruce will be leaving JKPC at 
the end of September.   
 
Bruce wrote:   
“It is with mixed emotions that I announce my  
resignation as Director of Youth Ministry effective  
September 30, 2020. I leave thankful for the  
privilege of serving for the better part of twenty-five 
years and deeply grateful for the blessing that the  
congregation and staff of the John Knox Presbyterian 
Church has been to me for so many years. I consider it 
a blessing to have been called to work in youth ministry 
for so long, but look forward to developing a ministry of 
inner healing and deliverance at a Vineyard  
congregation in Concord.” 
 
Bruce will certainly be missed, but we are excited for him as he grows into a ministry he has 
been working with for the last several years. Please help us wish Bruce blessings in this new 
calling. We will plan to have a send off for him before he leaves so we can express our  
gratitude for his presence and ministry these last several years.   
 
We thank you for your prayers as we begin to search for Youth Ministry Leadership to  
replace both Bruce Byrne and Bailey Kraft.   

 
 
 
 
“Rebuilding Paradise” Mission Project 
Thank you for everyone’s patience as we navigate how to best help our friends up 
north who were affected by the 2018 Camp Fire. We continue to explore how we 
can provide aid or a service project. We thank those who have donated money  
towards this project, and will keep everyone update.  

Youth Group News 



  

Finance Update 

My name is Peter McIntyre. I am now 
the Finance Elder and I would like to 
give you a brief update on the finances 
of the Church. 
  
As you know, we budgeted a loss and 
hoped we could make it up by increased 
donations. Despite the current  
pandemic, I am pleased to tell you the 
results after 6 months are very encouraging. At the end of June 

we had a net gain of $6,420 versus a budgeted loss of almost 21 thousand dollars. We did 
this without receiving rent from Heavenly Grace, Joy and John Knox Preschool for much of 3 
months. 
  
We are still behind on our collections for per capita. Please make sure you make your  
payment if you haven‟t done so already. 
  
We did apply for money from the government program called PPP (for Payroll Protection  
Program) and received almost 109 thousand dollars. Although not required to, we are using 
the money completely for payroll in the church and the two preschools. We will soon be  
asking for forgiveness of the loan as is allowed under the program. 
 
Quarterly statements have just been mailed. Please call Josh or Teresa Karlson if you have 
any questions. 
 

 
 

  

Children’s Emergency Food 
Bank 

 
Everything is a bit unusual right now but some things 
never seem to change. Vacation Bible School was 
done remotely and was a big success. The staff,  
attendees and parents did a great job. In addition 
873 food items were donated to Children‟s  
Emergency Food Bank along with $140.00. 

 
Please think about your friends and acquaintances 
and if any could use some help with food please make 
them aware of our Food Bank. The website 
www.childrensemergencyfoodbank.org  and the 
phone number is 925-828-5363. Thanks again for 
your continued support.  

 
 

 

 

 
 

http://www.childrensemergencyfoodbank.org


   
 
  
 
 

 
 

SWELL (Social Women Enjoying Living Life) 
 Patio Party at Sandy Tomcik’s Home 

Saturday, August 8 at 11:30 a.m. 

We‟ll be socially distancing in Sandy‟s yard while 
 enjoying salads & desserts that we‟ve prepared.  
Contact Sandy to sign up and let her know what you 
will bring: 925-846-6327, or  sktomcik@gmail.com Sandy’s 
address is: 6283 Calle Fuego, Pleasanton. 
  

 

 

 

Women’s Ministries Virtual Brunch –  
Saturday, August 22, at 9:30 a.m. 
All women are invited to this fun event!  
Bring your brunch! Bring your excitement to see each other!  

 
 We will eat our brunches in our homes (You can gather within 

your bubble too)  
 We will have packets, yes, like VBS did! Why should the kids 

get all the fun!  
 They will include a teacher-less paper Paint „n Sip art (or 2) for 

you to color, including some colors … A devotion … And maybe 
more!!! What do you need to do?  

 If you are local let us know and we will deliver a packet to you, Or if you are able please 
pick it up when the church office is open as we have limited delivery ladies. If you know 
someone on your street or close by you might consider picking up theirs too (Please do this 
by August 19)  

 If you are away/moved, please let us know your address so we can mail you one            
(by August 14)  

 Be sure JoAnn Parker has your email address so she can send you an invitation to the 
Zoom meeting.  

 
Just contact JoAnn to be included. Have your breakfast, coffee/tea or Mimosa ready at 
9:30 .am. on Aug 22. Its that simple! 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 Women’s Ministries Events in August 

tel:925-846-6327


 
 

 
 
 
 
Hey, all lovely Litwits! 
 
On our designated second Tuesdays of the month, we will hold 
two meetings, one on Zoom at 4 p.m. and another, unless you 
receive further notice, at a safe, outdoor location. 
  
Sue Fox will send you the ZOOM invitation. Be ready for a good  
discussion of some exciting books and for thoughts on future  
meetings. After our opening “Hellos” as we all log in, we will 

mute our microphones for further instructions. 
 
You will also receive notice in advance of each meeting as to where the outdoor gatherings 
will be held. In order to attend these in-person meetings, you must RSVP to the hostess as 
soon as you can. We will limit our attendees to 12 so that safe distancing can be  
maintained. You will receive instructions about procedures. 
 
MEETINGS:   
TUESDAY, JULY 14th at 4:00 p.m.  (ZOOM)  
TUESDAY, JULY 14th at 7:00 p.m.  (outside, at a member‟s home) 
 
 
AUGUST BOOK:  
 
 
For August, dig into Sold on a Monday, by Kristina McMorris. It is 
Depression Era America, 1931, and there is a sign on a farmhouse 
offering two children for sale. A young reporter snaps a picture of 
the sign—and his decision as to what to do with this photo becomes 
a central dilemma in the book. The story is based on a real-life  
picture that rocked the nation.  Happy reading - and SEE you soon! 

 
 

 
 

 
 

LIFT Women’s Bible Studay on Zoom 
Fridays at 10 a.m. 

 
LIFT has been on break and will resume meeting on Friday,  

August 14. They are starting a new study on the book of  
Ephesians. For more information, or to get connected, please 

contact Joan McGrady-Beach. 
 
 
 
 

LITWITS on ZOOM 
August 11 



 
 

Health & Fitness BINGO Challenge! 
 

JKPC Community Life Elder and Health & Fitness Specialist, 
Terry Han, has put together a special Health & Fitness  

BINGO Challenge! 

For all the information: the Flyer, the BINGO card with  
different challenges and the Tracking Sheet visit our  

webisite www.jkpcdublin.org  

Thank you Terry! 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 It’s Fun! It’s Free! It’s the… 
                                      Zoom Fellowship Club! 
                           Sponsored by JKPC Deacons 
 
Do you miss catching up weekly with your JKPC Family? 
Would you like to spend some time socializing with a 
small group? 

Well, the Deacons miss seeing you, too! Plans are in the 
works to set up Zoom times where congregation  
members can jump on a call and visit with one another in groups of 8-10 people. There‟s no 
big commitment and you can join or stop at any time. If this sounds like something you 
would enjoy, please email the church office, johnknoxoffice@gmail.com. Let us know what 
time works best for you - morning, afternoon, evening - as well as weekday or weekend. 
We‟ll make a schedule, set up Zoom calls, and contact you with the information. 

 

 

 

 

 

Fireworks Fundraiser Update  

We are thankful that the Dublin High School PFSO (Parent Faculty Student 
Organization) allowed JKPC to join in on their Fireworks Fundraiser this 
year.  A special thank you to volunteers Sandi & Jim Coll, Terry Han and  
Larry Woods for working shifts at the East Dublin booth that was next to  
Lowe's.  It has been confirmed that we will at least earn $360 from our JKPC 

mailto:johnknoxoffice@gmail.com


 

 
Thank you to  everyone  who has been working so hard to keep our 

property looking great! 

 
 
 

A fond farewell and many blessings on 
those who have recently moved away 

from the area 
 

 

  Pam & Kelcie Appel 
 

  Patti Harjehausen 
 
  Woody & Sherry Hedman 
 
  The Sersig Family 



              

Simple and secure.  
Give a single gift, or schedule 

ongoing donations using  
your checking account,  

debit, or credit card.   

John Knox has a new online giving platform which allows you to donate through our church website 
and/or through a smart phone App! John Knox has partnered with "GivePlus" through  
Vanco Payment Solutions, which is the official online giving platform recommended by the  
Presbyterian Foundation. We will no longer be using Tithe.ly  

Two ways you can donate! 

1) Donate to JKPC online: Go to our website, www.jkpcdublin.org and click on the GIVE+ logo on 
the left of the home page. This link that will direct to you to JKPC‟s online giving webpage. You will 
immediately receive a JKPC receipt after donating, and you will also receive an email receipt.  

2) GivePlus Mobile App: JKPC is now listed in the GivePlus Mobile App. Click on GIVE+ logo on our 
website homepage and you will be directed to our online giving page with downloads for the GivePlus 
App for Adroid and Apple devices. There is also a YouTube link to a short video with more details.  

One question not addressed is that YOU are charged NO fees by donating either through the website 
link above or through the GivePlus Mobile App. Normally, JPKC would be charged a 2% total   
transaction fee, however, Vanco has reduced this fee to 1% during the COVID-19 crisis. Even at a 2% 
transaction fee, this is the lowest fee we found for donation platforms geared specifically to churches. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact the church office, 925-828-1846, or  
johnknoxoffice@gmail.com 

 
 

JKPC Online Directory Update  
Coming in August 

 
Just go to the “Member Section” on the church‟s website 
to view the directory It is password protected, and the 

password has been emailed to the JKPC Family.  
http://www.jkpcdublin.org/church_family 

Please help us to keep your information current by contacting Nancy Polcyn,  

jkpcnancyp@sbcglobal.net, with and changes in address or contact information! 

For those who do not have access to the internet, the church will provide a printed copy. 

 
 

Do you shop on Amazon.com? Then we encourage you to 
 shop on AmazonSMILE.com.  

It‟s the same shopping website, but amazonsmile.com donates 0.5% 
of the price of your eligible purchases to JKPC.   

 
SET-UP (one-time) - Amazonsmile.com, log-in (your usual   Amazon 

username/password), chose JKPC (DUBLIN) as your charity.   
Thank you! 

 

Note: AmazonSmile must have purchases transacted on a computer rather than a Smartphone in  

order for JKPC to receive the credit. Thank you! 

http://www.jkpcdublin.org/church_family
AmazonSMILE.com


 

 
 
 
 

 
August Calendar 

August 2   Outdoor Worship and Communion 
August 8   SWELL Lunch at Sandy Tomcikls 
August 11   LITWITS Book Club 
August 16   Back-to-School Blessing  
August 22   Women‟s Virtual Brunch 
August 23   Membership Class on Zoom 
August 30   Membership Class on Zoom 
    Kona Ice Family Fun 

 

John Knox Presbyterian Church 
7421 Amarillo Road, Dublin, CA 94568  

(925) 828-1846 

Website: www.jkpcdublin.org 

Email: jkpcdublin@sbcglobal.net 

 

 
9:30 a.m. Sunday Morning 

Outdoor Worship and 

      Online Worship Service 


