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Last year at this time, we were making plans for Lent. We were getting ready to participate in
Serve Durant, a multi-church effort to reach out and help many neighbors. We were starting to
apply insights we got from work with The Unstuck Group. Things were humming along pretty
well.
Then in the middle of March, things came to a standstill. We suspended in-person worship and
other gatherings. We started doing worship online. And we’ve spent most of a year learning how to do
that.
Not long after the shutdown, I started falling down and dealing with problems caused by an
autoimmune disease. Many of you have struggled with illness and grief and other challenges. It has
been quite a year.
We’ve come back together in worship with various precautions. We’ve seen our nation in turmoil.
We’ve seen the rollout of COVID vaccines. We’ve endured a couple of weeks of the harshest winter
weather in a long time in this part of the country. Through all of that, God has been faithful. We’ve
learned how to connect through technology. And we’ve realized that God’s Spirit connects us wherever
we are. We’ve seen God’s healing power at work in various ways. We’ve rediscovered that our hope
truly is in the Lord.
Here’s a great Psalm for us in these times:
In you, Lord my God, I put my trust. I trust in you; do not let me be put to shame, nor let my
enemies triumph over me. No one who hopes in you will ever be put to shame, but shame will
come on those who are treacherous without cause.
Show me your ways, Lord, teach me your paths. Guide me in your truth and teach me, for you
are God my Savior, and my hope is in you all day long. Remember, Lord, your great mercy and
love, for they are from of old. Do not remember the sins of my youth and my rebellious ways;
according to your love remember me, for you, Lord, are good.
Good and upright is the Lord; therefore he instructs sinners in his ways. He guides the humble
in what is right and teaches them his way. All the ways of the Lord are loving and faithful
toward those who keep the demands of his covenant. For the sake of your name, Lord, forgive
my iniquity, though it is great.
Who, then, are those who fear the Lord? He will instruct them in the ways they should choose.
They will spend their days in prosperity, and their descendants will inherit the land. The Lord
confides in those who fear him; he makes his covenant known to them. My eyes are ever on the
Lord, for only he will release my feet from the snare.
Turn to me and be gracious to me, for I am lonely and afflicted. Relieve the troubles of my heart
and free me from my anguish. Look on my affliction and my distress and take away all my sins.
See how numerous are my enemies and how fiercely they hate me!
God Bless
John

March Sermons
7

“Power Over Sea and Spirits” (Mark 4:35-5:20)

14

“Don’t Fear. Just Believe” (Mark 5:21-43)

21

“Rejected” (Mark 6:1-30)

28

Palm Sunday “And They Crucified Him” (Mark 15:21-24)

We welcome you to our services— Durant 10am and Caddo 11am.
Facebook Live at 10am on the First United Methodist Church Durant-Caddo page.
Services can be viewed at durantumc.org under the Service Video heading.

Our heartfelt sympathies go
out to the family of JoAnn
Howard. JoAnn passed away
February 15th. JoAnn will be
missed by her church family.

Meals on Wheels is coming up.
Please look for sign up sheets. We
are on the schedule for the week
of March 8-12. Contact Pam for
more information.

FUMC Vision 2021
We started 2020 with this vision that we believe God gave us. We made some progress,
but much of our work was stalled by the events of 2020. With the hope and confidence
that 2021 will be a better year, here is our church’s vision for our life and ministry
together, with God’s help. Knowing we will still be dealing with COVID-19 for some
time, we still see this as God’s call over the next five years.
Make a significant spiritual impact in our community
We hope to see one hundred people choose to follow Jesus for the first
time and to see our worship attendance grow to over three hundred
people.
Put the next generation first
We will see our “can’t miss” kids environments reach their full ministry
potential as more than eighty kids gather weekly in our safe, fun and
Jesus-focused children and youth ministries.
Mobilize our church to show Christ’s love to our community
We will impact more than one hundred Durant households through our
ongoing service projects that bring joy, health and a better quality of life
to the areas with the greatest need.
Grow disciples through life-changing relationships
We will help many take a critical next step in discipleship by developing
a vibrant smaller group ministry with twenty new groups and more
than one hundred people connected.
You are invited to pray and consider what part you can play in helping the church
realize this vision.

Confirmation
Confirmation Class is typically for sixth graders.
It’s an opportunity to learn about Christian faith
and life, being a follower of Jesus and a member
of the church. Students will be able to decide for themselves about
making a commitment to Christ and becoming members of the church.
Pastor John will lead Confirmation Class sessions each Sunday of
March at 3:00. If you are (or are a parent/guardian of) a student sixth
grade or older and have not been through Confirmation, you are
welcome to join. Please contact the church office to let us know.

FUMC First Kids News
While most all things are looking different lately, so will this years Easter Egg
Hunt. Yes, we will have an Easter egg hunt this year—YAY, but it will look a
little different. There will be an egg hunt immediately following Easter
Sunday service on April 4th. Weather permitting it will be outside. In the
case of inclement weather the hunt will be moved indoors. No meal will be
provided so please make plans accordingly. So
be on the lookout for those plastic eggs and
candy. We will need lots to make this a success.
If you would like to donate money, I am glad to
do the shopping and stuffing for you. Thank
you for helping make this such a great event
for the kids.

Confirmation class will be Sunday afternoons in
March. If your child would like to attend, please let
Pastor John or myself know. Students need to be in
at least 6th grade before attending.

Did you know the kids have their very own worship service?
Join us for Children’s Church each Sunday from 10:0011:00 in the theater room. Ages Pre-K to 6th grade
welcome!

VBS is coming—Yes, we plan to have one this year!!
I know we just celebrated Christmas and there was just a ton of
snow on the ground, but VBS will be here before you know it.
This year join us as we Venture into a frozen land in search of
the King’s mighty armor in Knights of the North Castle. If you
would like to help in any way please let Kim know. Also please
start to be in prayer for this wonderful week of outreach!
Thank you!

Kimberly Vincent-- 580-380-5458-- childrendirector@dumc.org

Skating

Come check out the hallway by
the Youth Room. Pam has
turned it into a showcase where
you can see pictures of the
Youth and the activities that
they have been
doing with their time.

Youth is going skating at
Skateland in Sherman on March
21st. Friends are welcome! Keep
an eye out for the time.

There is also a bookcase with
some shirts, cups, and hand
sanitizer that you can pick up to
support our Youth for a small
donation.

Youth is planning a mission trip to the UMCOR location at Sager Brown in Baldwin, Louisiana in
June. The goal is 100 Hygiene Kits and 100 School Kits. We are collecting the following items to
take with us as a donation.
Hygiene Kit Materials (for each kit):
1 hand towel (15 x 25 –17 x 27 inches)
No kitchen, cleaning, or microfiber towels
1 washcloth
No kitchen, cleaning, or microfiber towels
1 comb
o Must be sturdy with at least 6 inches of
teeth
o No pocket combs or picks
o Rattail and combs without handles are
acceptable but must have at least 6 inches
of teeth
1 toenail or fingernail clipper
o No emery boards or metal nail files
1 Bath-size soap (3 oz. bar or larger)
o No Ivory or Jergen’s soap
o Do not remove from packaging
1 adult toothbrush
o Do not remove from packaging
o Personal advertising not acceptable
10 adhesive bandages (¾ by 3 inches)
o Common household bandages acceptable
1 one-gallon size re-sealable bag

School Kit Materials (for each kit):
1 pair blunt scissors
o Round tips only
o No plastic scissors
1 box of 24 crayons
o Only 24-count boxes are accepted
3 one-subject notebooks
o No marble composition books
o No 3 or 5-subject notebooks
1 pack of loose-leaf paper
o 100-200 page packets are acceptable
o Wide or college rule accepted
1 hand-held pencil sharpener
o 1-inch or longer o Remove from packaging
1 ruler
o 12 inches or 30 centimeters long
o Sturdy or flexible material accepted
6 unsharpened pencils
1 eraser
o Two inches or larger
1 two-gallon re-sealable plastic bag

The Church and COVID
We continue to monitor COVID-19 numbers in the area and consult with medical and
other advisors. We are in the process of re-evaluating the situation with our Worship and
Sunday School. At the printing of this newsletter we will continue taking temperatures,
wearing masks and distancing in worship.
Depending on how vaccinations progress and the number of cases in the area, we are
hopeful we will be able to gather in small groups again and possibly relax some precautions
in the near future.
Information will be posted on the church website (www.durantumc.org), Facebook, in the
newsletter, and sent by email. Thank you for your patience, cooperation, and concern for
each other.

2021 Women's Retreat - Rise Up!
New Dates! March 26-27
Featuring: Lisa Miller, Karen Chaffin, Jacklin
Drake, and Wanda Littrell

3rd—A.L. Huggins
4th—Patty Wells
7th—Michelle Williams
11th—Katy Eggleton
12th—Tim Smith
15th—Kathy Lee
16th—Katie Nichols
17th—Morgan Martens
20th—Katie Campbell,
Sharon Mullins
21st—Scott Mendez
25th—Karen Graham
26th—Sandy Mazzone
27th—Donna Robinson,
Marylin Smith
28th—Sharon Robinson,
Sydney Grover
30th—Ross Kirven
31st—Carson Campbell
There are many ways to give to the church.
While mailing cash or a check to our church
office is always an option for giving, if you are
looking for a safe and secure
alternative to mailing your
offering, we encourage you
to explore these additional
options:

Location: Cross Point Church Camp on
beautiful Lake Texoma. Located in Kingston,
Oklahoma.
Hosted by: Lake Country District
Registration fee covers five meals and
lodging.
Registration open until March 14 - $75
without lodging - $60
REGISTRATION LINK: https://
mailchi.mp/710994833789/2021-womens-retreat
Questions: please contact Jacklin Drake at 918423-0080 or jdrake@okumc.org.

Online at our website: https://
onrealm.org/durantumc//Give/
URBNSPRIXD
text: FUMCDURANT TO 73256
Mail: P.O. Box 518
Durant, OK 74702-0518

5:30-7:00 - Youth

28 10am—Worship
with Social Distancing
11am—Caddo Service

Youth—Skating
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21
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Social Distancing

5:30-7:00 - Youth

11am—Caddo Service

14
10am—Worship with
Social Distancing

5:30-7:00 - Youth

11am—Caddo Service

7
10am—Worship with
Social Distancing

Sun

29

22

15

8

1

Mon

30

23

16

9

2

Tue

6pm—Bell Choir

31

6pm—Bell Choir

24

6pm—Bell Choir

17

6pm—Bell Choir

Meals on Wheels

10

6pm—Bell Choir

3

Wed

25

18

11

4

Thu

26

19

12

5

27

20

13

6

Sat

Rise Up Women’s Retreat

Fri

First United Methodist Church
PO Box 518
Durant, Oklahoma 74702
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

March 2021

Volume 25

No. 3

Remember In Prayer
Military Personnel

Special Needs

Special Needs

Nursing Care

Mark Long– Ft. Sill

Larry Marcy

Delany Marcy

Robert Rhoden
Assisted Living

Camaron Smith-Stateside

Janet Tompkins
Home Bound
Ann Endebrock
Jack & Johnnye McBee
Please notify the church office of any
additions or changes to the prayer list.
firstumc@durantumc.org.

