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Uncertainty. Ambiguity. These are words we’re not always comfortable with.
If you take a certain personality inventory, one area it measures is whether
you prefer closure and having things settled or keeping options open and
fluid. My problem with tests like that is that I answer, “It depends on the
situation.” There are some things that I believe are settled and definite. In other
areas I’m more comfortable with things being ambiguous. You may be like that or
you may be very different.
I think all of us are probably ready for closure when it comes to COVID-19. We want
to know when it will end and when we can resume activities safely, stop wearing
masks, etc. When can we have in-person worship and not be concerned about
spreading the virus? As of this writing (November 30), we’re not sure when we will
have in-person worship again. It would be good to gather during Advent, including
Christmas Eve, but there’s a surge in cases of COVID, so we need to take it a week at
a time and be cautious. We’ll get word out when those decisions are made. In the
meantime, thank you for you patience with our online efforts.
One thing that is certain, that we can always count on, that is not ambiguous, is the
fact that God is with us.
The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son and they will call him
Immanuel (which means “God with us”). (Matthew 1:23)
Jesus said, “And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the
age.” (Matthew 28:20)
God Bless
John

December Sermons—
6
13
20
24
27

“We’ll Be Home” (Isaiah 40:1-11)
“Fixing a Broken World” (Isaiah 61)
“Mindful, Mighty, Merciful” (Luke 1:46-50)
Christmas Eve: “The First Ones to Hear the News” (Luke 2:1-20)
“The Answer to a Promise” (Luke 2:22-40)

We welcome you to our services— Durant 10am and Caddo 11am.
Facebook Live at 10am on the First United Methodist Church Durant-Caddo page.
Services can be viewed at durantumc.org under the Service Video heading.

2nd—LeAnne Dowell
4th— Gabriel Crawford
5th—Dan Wells
7th—Vann Dixon,
Justin Nichols
12th—Sue Henson,
Jakob Smith
14th—Mark Campbell
15th—Jennifer Mussett
18th—Irene Michael
20th—Matt Swearengin
21st—Janice Balkenbush,
Eric Lee,
Dalton Marcy
26th—Pam Carey
27th—Diane Kreger
30th—Charles Dill,
Donnis Potter
31st—Dyanna Bowen,
Kylie Grant,
Helen Lowrance

Our heartfelt sympathy goes out to
Angela Pierce, Chris Pierce and
Jensen. Jared passed away on
November 16th.

We extend our condolences to Lisa
Craig. Jim passed away
November 19th.

Roxanne Bell’s father, Richard

Hoffart passed away November 17th.

From the Financial Secretary
Thank you to all who have been so faithful in your giving during this difficult year. As the
year ends, please check the record of your giving on your own page @ https://onrealm.org/
durantumc/SignIn. If you are unable to access this, don't hesitate to contact me at
gkegg43@gmail.com or my cell 580-380-0097 and I can assist you. If you are behind on
your pledge, please make every attempt to complete it before December 30 when I will
make the last deposit of 2020. Also, if you have not sent in your Estimate of Giving Card
for 2021, please mail it to the church (PO Box 518, zip 74702) or drop by during office
hours (T-Th 10-2) and pick up an extra card and complete it. If you don't want to get out,
just give me a call at the above number and I can complete one for you. Your Estimate
gives those planning the Budget for next year an idea of what our Income will be so please
do this ASAP. Thank you again and have a Blessed Christmas season and even better New
Year for all!
Kay Eggleton, Financial Secretary FUMC

The Youth Group is taking donations for
Angel Tree gifts. We have 26 kids to buy for
this year. The youth are doing the buying
and wrapping this year because of COVID.
Camp ministry has been hit especially hard in 2020. Covid-19
affected OK United Methodist Camps like a natural disaster–
much like a flood or tornado. While there is no visible damage, our
ability to host groups and camps was immediately cut off. OK Camps lost almost 85% of our yearly
business due to groups not being able to gather safely. While programs such as Family Camps were put
in place to enable families to enjoy our unique settings this summer, they provided minimal revenue.
We are asking for your help in the form of a year-end gift. We have set a goal of $100,000 to go
towards sustaining our camp ministry. Your gift will ensure that we can continue to offer the same life
changing ministry that has taken place for over 75 years. Here is how to give:
Checks can be sent to: OK Camps, 1501 NW 24th St., Oklahoma City, OK 73106
Donate online at: https://okcamps.campbraingiving.com/
Any gift matters, and makes an impact on our ministry-- especially now. If you would prefer, there are
other ways to give that are explained on our website: https://okcamps.org/ways-to-give/ These include
our "Monthly Sustainer Program" where you may make easy, budget-friendly, monthly gifts to sustain
our ministry over the next year.
Finally we want to thank you for your giving and for your faithfulness to OK Camping Ministry. We can't
wait to see you back at camp. With your help, we hope to continue "Creating Sacred Spaces Where
God Changes Lives" for many years to come.

FUMC First Kids News
Friday 13th Operation Christmas Child packing party
was a huge success! Thank you to everyone who was
able to come and pack boxes. It was a fast-paced,
fun evening, with us able to pack and label all of our
boxes in under 45 minutes. Thank you so much to
everyone who was able to donate items and money towards Operation
Christmas Child this year. A special and giant THANK YOU to the
Lydia circle ladies!! They knitted/crocheted over 50 stocking caps
and over 130 wash cloths with added soap! That was an awesome
blessing! All of your support made it possible
for us to pack and ship 160 shoe boxes that
will arrive carrying the love and knowledge of
Jesus! That is a new record for us! Thank
you for being the hands of Christ and sharing
his love this season! It’s never to early to
start shopping for next year.
Unfortunately, with everything that is going on in our world today, we will not be
able to have a children’s Christmas pageant and
party. In its place this year I have planned a Fa la
la la Lights family fun scavenger hunt. This event
will take place outside on the church property and
will be available for you do at your family’s
convenience. So, mark your calendar for Saturday
December 12th, where you are able to come hunt
around the church for prizes, crafts and treats any
time from 10-4. At the end of the scavenger hunt
your family will get a gingerbread house kit for a
decorating contest. Once you complete your
gingerbread house, post a picture on the Durant UMC First Kids Facebook page,
where we will have judges vote for the best house. The winning family will get a
family fun night kit. Come celebrate Jesus being the light of the world!

Kimberly Vincent-- 580-380-5458-- childrendirector@dumc.org

The youth are still collecting stocking
caps for veterans. We have 90 and need 150.

Thanks to Pam Carey &
Angela Pierce and the
Emmaus Class for the new
Chrismons and for
decorating the tree.
Thanks to Russell and Pris
Washington and Gordon
and Kay Eggleton for
decorating the stage.

Upcoming Sermon Series
In January, we’ll start a sermon series
through the Gospel of Mark. This will
take us to Easter and
beyond. A plan for reading
through Mark will be
available.

Poinsetta’s are used to decorate the Worship Area this Advent season from excess
funds from Easter Lilies. We would like to honor those names submitted at that
time and this past month.

2021 Women's Retreat - Rise Up!
Featuring: Lisa Miller, Karen Chaffin, Jacklin Drake,
and Wanda Littrell
Location: Cross Point Church Camp on beautiful Lake
Texhoma. Located in Kingston, Oklahoma.
Hosted by: Lake Country District
Registration fee covers five meals and lodging.
Early Bird (now-Dec 18th) - $65
No lodging - $50
Regular (Dec 19-Feb 5) - $75
No lodging - $60
REGISTER HERE: https://mailchi.mp/710994833789/2021-womens-retreat
Questions: please contact Jacklin Drake at 918-423-0080 or jdrake@okumc.org
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Remember In Prayer
Military Personnel

Special Needs

Special Needs

Nursing Care

Mark Long– Ft. Sill

Delany Marcy

Andy Kirven

Robert Rhoden

Camaron Smith-Stateside

Steve Tucker

Larry Marcy

JoAnn Howard
Sue Morris
Assisted Living

Janet Tompkins
Home Bound
Please notify the church office of any
additions or changes to the prayer list.
firstumc@durantumc.org.

Ann Endebrock
Jack & Johnnye McBee

