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I shared this in a recent sermon and thought it would be good to make
available as a reminder to practice this way of blessing others.
The Lord had said to Abram, “Go from your country, your people and your father’s
household to the land I will show you. I will make you into a great nation, and I will
bless you; I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing. I will bless those
who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth will be
blessed through you.”
(Genesis 12:1-3)
Begin with prayer. Jesus and others have blessed you through prayer. Bless others who
don’t know Jesus yet by praying for them. Do you have a list of people you pray for and
does it include people who haven’t yet professed faith in Jesus?
Listen with care. Jesus and others have listened to you and heard you. Bless others who are
far from God by listening to them and hearing them.

Eat together. Jesus and others have accepted you and “invited you to their table.” Accept
and invite others who don’t know Jesus yet to your table (or fast-food restaurant or coffee
shop or some other place).
Serve in love. Jesus and others have served you in ways that changed you. Serve others who
are far from God in ways that can change them. Receive their serving of you too! Nothing
you do gives dignity to others or creates openness to your sharing like receiving their help.
Share your story. Jesus and others have shared their story and God’s story with you in a way
that changed you. Share your story with others who are far from God to reach them.
Rick Richardson, who shares this in his book You Found Me, says this:
As we engage these practices daily, we partner with God’s Spirit to bless those who
do not know God (and those who do). We practice these five simple steps with those
in our spheres of influence, like friends, relatives, acquaintances, neighbors, and
colleagues—especially unchurched and irreligious people—with the hope that we
may love them well and help them travel further in their journey toward making faith
commitments to Jesus and to a community that will love them well. As we seek to
authentically BLESS others daily in the midst of our deepening relationships with
people in our lives, we trust that God will use each of us to bless our world like
Christ. God’s strategy of blessing others often helps people make progress on their
journey toward Jesus. (182)
God bless,
John

October Sermons—
Series: “3-D Christianity”
4 “Who God Is” (John 16: 12-15)
11 “God Works in Us” (1 John 5:6-12)
18 Sharri Hiller
25 “God Works Through Us” (Matthew 4:23; 9:35-38)
We welcome you to our services— Durant 10am and Caddo 11am.
Facebook Live at 10am on the First United Methodist Church Durant-Caddo page.
Services can be viewed at durantumc.org under the Sermon tab.

United Methodist Women are missing their fellowship times in General Meetings and circle
meetings as are all small groups during this pandemic. We pray everyone is well, please let
someone in your Circle or the church office know if you have needs or health issues or just
want to visit, so we can minister to each other. Our Missions in UMW go on even though
our meetings are suspended for the time being. We need to send in our Pledge to Missions,
so if you have not been contributing on a regular basis, please consider writing a check to
UMW and write “pledge” on the memo line.
The theme this year is “Be Bold, Be Strong” and we certainly need to live that out in 2020!
We also contribute to our two Missions in Oklahoma: NSO (Neighborhood Service Org. in
OKC) and Cookson Hills Center UM Mission in Cookson, OK (Find out more about both of
them at: www.okumc.org/umw) This year instead of collecting canned goods to go into
Christmas Food Baskets (Bags) that go to needy families served by the Cookson Hills Center,
Sharri Hiller has generously offered to purchase all the food needed so we each don’t have to
go to the store. She’ll also deliver all the bags to Cookson! So a BIG THANK YOU to Sharri!
We need to reimburse her for the food purchase so please send to the church (or leave on
Sunday) checks made out to UMW and designated “Food basket” on the memo line. We
hope to raise at least $300 for this and need it by mid-October. We also send Walmart gift
cards to both NSO and Cookson, so if you’d like to participate in that, check with your Circle
Chair.
We’re not sure when we can start meeting again, but keep lifting each other in prayer and
our whole church, nation and world! Be Bold, Be Strong in the Lord!

Jack McBee, long time member of First United
Methodist Church is celebrating a milestone
birthday this October. On October 26th Mr. McBee
will turn 100. Let’s help make his birthday extra
special.
Please mail a card to him at:
Jack McBee
1205 Waco St
Durant, OK 74701
Wednesday Music Schedule:
Bell choir rehearses at 6pm
 Choir will resume when it is
deemed safe to sing together.


Guidelines for Worshipping at Church


All who are sick or immune compromised are invited to watch the worship service on
the church website. The worship service will also be streamed through Facebook Live
on the church Facebook page, First United Methodist Durant-Caddo, at 10am and
posted to the website within 2 hours after it concludes or 1:00PM.



Please don’t arrive more than 15 minutes before the service—so not before 9:45.



Please enter by the two north entrances at the east and west ends of the hall. Ushers
will take temperatures of all members. Those with a fever will be asked not to attend
worship that day.



Facial masks will be required while in the church and for worship. We’ll have a
supply of masks available or you can bring your own.



Hand sanitizer will be available upon entering the church and placed around the
sanctuary.



There will be no “meet and greet” time during the service.



There are containers available to collect offering. Giving can also be done online.



Seating in the sanctuary will be in groups set 6 feet apart around the sanctuary.



There are no adult or children’s Sunday school classes meeting until these activities
are deemed safe.

FUMC First Kids News
Children’s church will start back up October 4th!!!
I am so excited to start seeing the kiddos again for this special
time of children’s worship, prayer and fun. Please
enter the church in one of the 2 north entrances, once they
have had their temperature taken, they can make their way
to the Theater Room where we will have Children’s Church
while adults are in the sanctuary for church. Masks will be
required for all children over nursery age. We will continue
the Celebrate Wonder curriculum during this time. Weekly deliveries
will no longer be made after the month of September.
The Nursery will open back up on
Sunday October 4th. It will be open for
service times only, and will not be
available before 9:50.
Please mark your calendar for November 6th to attend our
second annual family Operation Christmas Child packing
party. This event is open to the entire church, not just
our kiddos, so if you would like to get in on the packing
fun now is your chance. More information will come next
month, but plan for wrapping and packing fun and some
pizza. To make this event possible we need supplies to
pack into the shoe boxes. So, in the meantime start
stocking up on small toys, stuffed animals, dolls, school
supplies and coloring books, playdoh, cars, Legos and personal hygiene items,
anything that can fit inside of a shoe box. We were able to pack and ship 114
boxes last year, let’s try to beat that amount this year!
Please no candy, toothpaste, guns, army men or liquids as those items cannot be
shipped. Remember along with these toys, the shoeboxes come with a Bible and
curriculum for the children to learn about Jesus and his wonderful gift of Love
for each of them.

Kimberly Vincent-- 580-380-5458-- childrendirector@dumc.org

Youth will go Zip
Lining in Ardmore
later in October.
Stay tuned for
details.

Please keep our Soldiers
in your Prayers.
Travis Dill– Stateside
David Dill– Stateside

Fall Break for local schools is
October 14, 15th and 16th.

The office will be open from 9am12pm on Wednesday and
closed Thursday.

1st—Heather Burrage
4th— Carolyn Mabry
5th—Marty Byrd
7th—Julian Mullens
8th—James Craig
10th—Kevin Samrow
13th—JR Jones
15th—Hannah and Katie Balkenbush
16th—Rylee Pound
18th—Teressa Huff-Garrett
24th—Hank McKinney,
Lincoln Hitchcock,
Sharon Wadley
25th—Dar Ortlip
26th—Jack McBee
28th—Deanna Byrd
29th—Hannah Small
30th—Greg Phillips

Trey Hill– Stateside
Mark Long– Ft. Huachuca
Aaron McKinney–
Tinker AFB
Camaron Smith-Stateside

Thank You for Your
Generous Hearts and
Continued Giving
Thank you for your continued support of our
church ministry at this time. While
mailing cash or a check to our church office is
always an option for giving, if you are looking
for a safe and secure alternative to mailing your
offering, we encourage you to check out these
additional options:
Online at our website: https://onrealm.org/
durantumc//Give/URBNSPRIXD
text: FUMCDURANT TO 73256
Mail: P.O. Box 518
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Remember In Prayer
Military Personnel

Special Needs

Special Needs

Nursing Care

Travis Dill-stateside

Delany Marcy

Irene Michael

Robert Rhoden

David Dill –stateside

Sue Morris

Jo Ann Howard

Assisted Living

Mark Long– Ft. Huachuca

Larry Marcy

Chris Pierce

Janet Tompkins

Camaron Smith-Stateside

Home Bound

Aaron McKinney– Tinker

Ann Endebrock

AFB

Jack & Johnnye McBee
Please notify the church office of any
additions or changes to the prayer list.
firstumc@durantumc.org.

