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The Roman emperor Nero was looking for someone to blame for the
fires that had destroyed much of the city of Rome. The Christians, the
followers of Christ, became his scapegoat. Persecution of Christians
became more intense in Rome and other parts of the empire. The
apostles Peter and Paul were martyred during this time. Followers of Jesus
discovered that following was difficult and came with a cost.
In this setting, or soon after it, the Gospel of Mark was written. Tradition tells
us that the author of this Gospel was Mark, a cousin of Barnabas and a fellow
worker with Peter and Paul. It is also reported that Mark used Peter’s
memories and stories as the basis for his Gospel.

Mark writes to tell the story of Jesus, to proclaim the good news. He tells the
story in a way that is intended to encourage people who follow Jesus in
difficult times. We hear and experience the Gospel at various levels. We hear
stories of Jesus’ life and ministry, his death and resurrection. We see how that
spoke to the people Mark wrote for. We see that this good news has
transformed lives across the centuries. And we hear it for ourselves in our
present situation. Our struggles may not match those of Christians in Nero’s
Rome, but we face difficult times as well. We can learn about following Jesus
and what it requires and how it helps us during hard times.
This month, I’ll start a series of sermons on Mark. The series will take us to
Easter and probably to Pentecost. I’ll also send out readings and thoughts
from Mark five days a week. We’ll read the whole Gospel. On Sundays, we’ll
focus on certain parts of it.
May the Holy Spirit, who anointed and empowered Jesus, fill and empower us
for life with God, following Jesus where we are.
God Bless
John

January Sermons—
3
10
17
24
31

“The Beginning of the Gospel” (Mark 1:1-8)
“The Water and the Wilderness” (Mark 1:9-15)
“Following Jesus in His Mission” (Mark 1:16-20)
“Jesus’ Amazing Authority” (Mark 1:21-28)
“Jesus and Healing” (Mark 1:29-45)

We welcome you to our services— Durant 10am and Caddo 11am.
Facebook Live at 10am on the First United Methodist Church Durant-Caddo page.
Services can be viewed at durantumc.org under the Service Video heading.
Recommended Devotional
for the New Year
Renovare is a Latin word
meaning “to renew” or “to
restore.” It is also a Christian
ministry dedicated to sound
teaching, life application, and
various avenues to grow
spiritually. I've benefitted
from their books and other
resources for years.
Follow this link (http://www.renovare.org) to
order Renovare’s 15-month devotional book
entitled The Reservoir. I highly recommend this
resource and encourage you to use it in 202122. If you can't afford it, contact the church office for a free copy.
God bless, John

We have the best volunteers
around! Thank you for
helping us out all year
long!! You are such a
blessing!!

FUMC Vision 2021
We started 2020 with this vision that we believe God gave us. We made some progress,
but much of our work was stalled by the events of 2020. With the hope and confidence
that 2021 will be a better year, here is our church’s vision for our life and ministry together, with God’s help. Knowing we will still be dealing with COVID-19 for some time,
we still see this as God’s call over the next five years.
Make a significant spiritual impact in our community
We hope to see one hundred people choose to follow Jesus for the first
time and to see our worship attendance grow to over three hundred
people.
Put the next generation first
We will see our “can’t miss” kids environments reach their full ministry
potential as more than eighty kids gather weekly in our safe, fun and
Jesus-focused children and youth ministries.
Mobilize our church to show Christ’s love to our community
We will impact more than one hundred Durant households through our
ongoing service projects that bring joy, health and a better quality of life
to the areas with the greatest need.
Grow disciples through life-changing relationships
We will help many take a critical next step in discipleship by developing
a vibrant smaller group ministry with twenty new groups and more
than one hundred people connected.
You are invited to pray and consider what part you can play in helping the church
realize this vision.

There are many ways to give to the church.
While mailing cash or a check to our church
office is always an option for giving, if you are
looking for a safe and secure alternative to
mailing your offering, we encourage you to
explore these additional options:
Online at our website: https://onrealm.org/
durantumc//Give/URBNSPRIXD
text: FUMCDURANT TO 73256
Mail: P.O. Box 518
Durant, OK 74702-0518

Our heartfelt sympathy goes
out to the Margo Coverstone
and her family. Margo’s sister,
Trish Isles passed away on
December 24th.

FUMC First Kids News
Children’s Church and the nursery are back up and running!!
Once your children have their temperature taken at the door,
they can go straight to the theater room for children’s
church, or the nursery for child care. Masks will need to be
worn for all children over nursery age. Come join us as we
continue our new exciting curriculum, Celebrate Wonder.
Also, check out our Celebrate Wonder Wall, directly across
from the theater room. Pictures and projects will be added
each week, so check it often.
While we hope things start getting back to normal soon, things are still a little
strange. I miss seeing all of the kiddos at church so much, and I want to keep
them all connected. So, I will start back with weekly deliveries for those families
who can’t make it to church on Sunday. This will be their weekly
Sunday lesson and any activities they would have been able to
complete at church. If you do not wish to receive these deliveries
please let me know.

Mark your calendar for Family Movie day out at
The District on January 18th. Time and movie
title will be coming soon. This will take place in
the latter part of the day so not to interfere with
distance learning times. Movie cost will be paid
for by the church, but money will be needed for
concession purchase.
Do you wanna build a snowman?
Family Snowman building kits will be delivered soon. And the best part
is, these snowmen don’t depend on the weather. As a fun family activity
for the month of January I will deliver a snowman building kit to everyone.
You will have everything you need to make a snowman, just add water.
Once you have your snowman complete add a picture to the Durant UMC
First Kids Facebook page so everyone can see your creation. Then have fun
making something else in the snow.

Kimberly Vincent-- 580-380-5458-- childrendirector@dumc.org

Our Youth Group has been
very busy since Thanksgiving.
They shopped for and
wrapped gifts for 26 kids who
are part of the Angel Tree
program. These kids have one
or both parents in prison and
might not have Christmas if it
wasn’t for this program.
They collected beanies and were able to help
distribute boxes to 150 Veterans.
They have helped distribute food boxes for
Farmers Feeding Families program at St.
Williams.
They have also had fun going to movies and
caroling for some of our members who are
homebound due to COVID.

2021 Women's Retreat - Rise Up!
Featuring: Lisa Miller, Karen Chaffin, Jacklin Drake,
and Wanda Littrell
Location: Cross Point Church Camp on beautiful Lake
Texhoma. Located in Kingston, Oklahoma.
Hosted by: Lake Country District
Registration fee covers five meals and lodging.
Until Feb 5 - $75

No lodging - $60

REGISTER HERE: https://
mailchi.mp/710994833789/2021-womens-retreat

Music News
Bell Choir will resume
rehearsal on January 6 at 6:00.

1st—Glen Burke, Tom Kimball,
Larry Marcy, Huck Nelson,
James Vincent
2nd— Dakota Marcy
3rd— Jennifer Swearengin
4th— Jace Jackson
5th— Emma Carey
6th— Case Grover
8th— Linda Corley
9th— Rowyn Marcy
10th— Jeff Hiller
11th—Mary Kimball,
Ellen Marcy
12th—Kay Chappa,
Courtney Grover
Mike Simpson
14th—Chris Pierce
17th—Sue Winch
20th—Anna Carey, George Collier,
Marti Phillips
21st—Jerry Currence,
Keira Flores,
Janet Moyer
25th—Seth Kelly
26th—Madison Gordon
27th—Riley Samrow
28th—Wayne Cotton,
John Williams
30th—Rick Long
31st—Colt Dill

We are still waiting to see when it will
be safe to sing together before choir
resumes.
If you’re interested in providing special
music, please contact Nancy Breon
(nancymillerbreon@yahoo.com).

Upcoming Sermon Series
We are starting a sermon
series through the Gospel of Mark. This will
take us to Easter and
beyond. A plan for
reading through Mark
will be available.
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Remember In Prayer
Military Personnel

Special Needs

Special Needs

Nursing Care

Mark Long– Ft. Sill

Jerry Currence

Larry Marcy

Robert Rhoden

Camaron Smith-Stateside

Pat Currence

Delany Marcy

Sue Morris
Assisted Living
Janet Tompkins
Home Bound
Ann Endebrock

Please notify the church office of any
additions or changes to the prayer list.
firstumc@durantumc.org.

JoAnn Howard
Jack & Johnnye McBee

