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The Blessed Hope 

Titus 2:11-14; Luke 2:1-20 

John Breon 

 

 We’ve read the story of Jesus’ birth from Luke’s Gospel. There’s 

another Scripture passage that many churches traditionally read at 

Christmas. It’s from the apostle Paul. 

 

For the grace of God has appeared for the salvation of all. It teaches 

us to say “No” to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-

controlled, upright and godly lives in this present age, while we wait 

for the blessed hope—the appearing of the glory of our great God 

and Savior, Jesus Christ, who gave himself for us to redeem us from 

all wickedness and to purify for himself a people that are his very 

own, eager to do what is good. (Titus 2:11-14) 

 

 If we put Luke’s account and Paul’s proclamation together, we can see 

more of what Jesus’ birth was about and what he accomplishes. 

 “The grace of God has appeared.” We talk a lot about grace. We hear a 

lot about grace. It’s God’s unmotivated love and undeserved favor toward 

us. But we not only hear about it. Grace has appeared. It’s in view. And what 

does grace look like? It looks like a baby born in poverty and wrapped in 

rags. It looks like heavenly messengers bringing good news to poor 

shepherds. 

 

 “The grace of God has appeared for the salvation of all.” Or, “bringing 

salvation to all.” The good news of great joy is for all people. The angel tells 

the shepherds, “Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; 

he is the Messiah, the Lord.” God’s gift in Jesus is offered to everyone. 

God’s grace is available to all people. Jesus is the Savior for all people. He 

comes to us and he comes for us. The salvation he brings is forgiveness, 

new beginning, restored relationship with God, transformed life, wholeness, 

life with God now and for ever.  
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 The Savior for all, salvation for all doesn’t mean everyone is 

automatically saved. It’s a gift, but you’ve got to receive the gift, take it for 

yourself. If you leave your presents under the tree, you won’t enjoy them, 

you won’t benefit from them. Don’t leave the gift of salvation aside. Take it 

by faith and let the Savior fill your life. 

   

  


