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Sometimes I Think of Abraham 

Hebrews 11:8-19 

John Breon 

 

 Abram and Sarai are packing to move. We know them better as 

Abraham and Sarah. They’ve already come from Ur to Haran with 

Abraham’s father. Now they’re getting ready to go on to Canaan. It doesn’t 

make a lot of sense. They’re at an age when they could settle down and 

stay put. Abraham is 75 and Sarah is 65. They don’t even know for sure 

where they are going. But they’re going because God told them to. 

 God had promised to make Abraham into a great nation. God would 

bless him and make him a blessing. Abraham and Sarah had no children 

and it didn’t look like they would have any. Still they went when God told 

them to and they trusted God’s promise. 

 At one point, you can find Abraham and Sarah out under the night 

sky counting stars. If you ask them what they are doing, they’ll say, “God 

said our descendants would be as numerous as the stars.” 

 What a picture of faith Abraham is. The New Testament makes a lot 

of the fact that Abraham is a model of faith. Paul uses Abraham as the 

example of faith in Romans 4 and Galatians 3. Paul’s point is that Abraham 

was counted as righteous by God because of faith, not because of his 

deeds. James points out that Abraham’s faith led him to do what God 

wanted. The writer of Hebrews includes Abraham and Sarah in the “faith 

hall of fame.” More space is devoted to Abraham here than any other Old 

Testament figure. 

 Another point that Paul makes is that believers, those who are put 

right with God by grace through faith, are the children of Abraham and 

Sarah. “Therefore, the promise comes by faith, so that it may be by grace 

and may be guaranteed to all Abraham’s offspring—not only to those who 

are of the law but also to those who are of the faith of Abraham. He is the 

father of us all” (Rom 4:16). “So also Abraham ‘believed God, and it was 

credited to him as rightousness.’ Understand, then, that those who have 

faith are children of Abraham” (Gal 3:6, 7). 
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 In Christ, we’re included in God’s promises to Abraham. We are heirs 

of Abraham’s. Rich Mullins captured this in his song Sometimes by Step. It 

includes this great line: 

 

Sometimes I think of Abraham, 

How one star he saw had been lit for me 

 

 The NT encourages us to consider Abraham, to think of Abraham. 

Let’s look back at Abraham and Sarah’s story and see their example of faith. 

We’ll understand a little better how God guides and gives vision. We’ll see 

how we can respond with faith and live by faith. 

Hebrews includes three scenes from Abraham and Sarah’s story. 

There’s God’s call and how they followed it. There’s God’s promise and how 

he fulfilled it. There’s the test of Abraham’s faith and how he responded. 

 Abraham’s genealogy is in Genesis 11, but his story gets going in 

chapter 12. 

 

 The LORD had said to Abram, “Go from your country, your people and 

your father’s household to the land I will show you. I will make you 

into a great nation, and I will bless you; I will make your name great, 

and you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and 

whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth will be 

blessed through you. So Abram went, as the LORD had told him… 

(Genesis 12:1-4a). 

 

 Abraham got caught up in God’s vision, God’s plan, and God’s dream.  

He became God’s means of fulfilling the plan. Abraham eventually shared 

God’s vision, but God’s vision was greater than Abraham’s and it was 

greater than he knew. 

 God had more invested in Abraham and Sarah than they had invested 

in themselves. God didn’t just want them to have a family. They were part 

of God’s plan for all humanity. God’s goal was the redemption of the world. 
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 As we look to the future, we do best to hear God’s call and share 

God’s vision. God has more invested in us and our ministry than we do.  

God has more invested in this church than we do. 

 The vision can be threatened by human schemes. Abraham and Sarah 

tried on occasion to take their future into their own hands or they did 

things that could prevent God’s promises from being fulfilled. In Egypt they 

lied, saying that Sarah was Abraham’s sister instead of his wife. What would 

have become of the promise if Sarah had remained in Pharaoh’s harem? 

 They also doubted that Sarah would really be able to bear a child, so 

she gave Abraham her servant Hagar as a wife (Gen 16). But God’s intention 

was that Abraham and Sarah would be parents. 

 Part of God’s call was for Abraham to claim the promise through faith 

and obedience. “Go, walk through the length and breadth of the land, for I 

am giving it to you” (Gen 13:17). 

 Instead of scheming how we can help God do what only God can do, 

we need to be faithful in what God tells us to do. Instead of wandering off 

into disobedience, we need to stay close to God’s purposes. 

 God’s vision and God’s promise are confirmed in covenant. We see 

this repeated throughout the story. 

 In chaper 15 Abraham functions like a prophet. “The word of the LORD 

came to Abram in a vision.” God told him not to be afraid: “I am your shield, 

your very great reward.” God is sovereign and God is all Abraham needs. 

 But Abraham is struggling. He can’t see how God’s promise will come 

true. “I still don’t have any children. My servant Eliezer will have to inherit 

my possessions.” 

 Then God said, “Come on outside, Abraham. Try to count the stars.  

That’s how your descendants will be—too many to count!” 

 Abraham believed the LORD. And God counted that believing as 

righteousness—right relationship, right standing with God. God wants the 

kind of relationship with people where we trust him and believe his 

promises. God is more interested in a relationship with us than he is in all 

the things we do. God wants us to walk with him. As we walk with God, we 

arrive at the place he wants us to be. God’s will and God’s vision are always 
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wrapped up in the relationship he wants to have with us. And we relate to 

God, we walk with God by faith. 

 In the second part of Genesis 15 God confirms the promise and 

covenant of the land. “I brought you out of Ur to give you this land.”  

Abraham asks, “How can I know that I will possess it?” 

 God doesn’t answer Abraham’s question directly. Instead, God orders 

him to prepare the sacrifices for a covenant ceremony. Abraham cut the 

animals in two, laid the halves out, and drove away vultures that came 

down on the carcasses. 

 In the ceremony of “cutting a covenant,” people would walk between 

the sacrificed animals, making their pledges and promises to each other, 

knowing that if they broke the agreement, they would be slain like those 

animals. 

 In this covenant, God puts Abraham to sleep and then God walks 

through the midst of Abraham’s sacrifice. God takes upon himself full 

responsibility for the covenant. In answer to Abraham’s question, “How can 

I know I’ll have what you promised?” God binds himself to Abraham in a 

covenant relationship. “You have Me—my commitment and faithfulness.” 

That’s what God promises us. And that’s what God gives us in Jesus Christ. 

 Even after all this, Abraham and Sarah have trouble trusting God to 

do what he has said. In chapter 16 is the episode with Hagar. In chapter 17, 

God again confirms the covenant and changes Abram and Sarai’s names to 

Abraham and Sarah. Then God repeats the promise of descendants. And 

Abraham falls on the ground laughing. It’s been nearly twenty-five years 

since God first called Abraham and made these promises to him. Abraham 

is 100 years old and Sarah is ninety. The promise seems even more 

impossible and absurd. 

 God again appears to Abraham (ch 18) and predicts that Abraham 

and Sarah’s son will be born within the year. This time Sarah laughs. After 

all these years of living with this promise, it seems ridiculous that it’s really 

going to happen. 

 Do you ever feel that way? You’ve struggled for so long, things have 

been the same for so long. Can we ever change? Can things ever be 

different? God says yes! 
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 In response to Sarah’s laughter the LORD said, “Is anything too hard 

for the LORD?” God is getting ready to do a major miracle. He’s waited this 

long to show that he’s really the One doing it, to show the absolute 

impossibility of this promise from a human point of view. 

 In a sermon I heard about Abraham and Sarah, the preacher said that 

if you had asked Abraham at various times, “What do you believe? What’s 

the essence of your faith?” he’d reply, “See these hills? My Friend said my 

descendants would live here.” 

 “Well, how many children do you have?” 

 “None yet.” 

 Then, after this latest appearance of God, imagine Abraham going to 

town and buying a baby stroller. He wheels it back home and sets it in the 

parlor where it becomes quite a conversation piece. 

 “Why a stroller, Abe?” 

 “Sarah and I are going to have a child.” 

 “Abe, have you been to a doctor lately? Do you realize how old you 

are? How do you know you’re going to have a child?” 

 And Abraham says, “See these hills?” 

 The promised child was finally born. Abraham named him Isaac as 

God told him to. Isaac means “laughter.” Abraham and Sarah had laughed 

at the promise of God. But God had the last laugh. Because God saw in 

Isaac not just Abraham and Sarah’s fulfillment. God saw another promised 

child, a descendant of Abraham and Isaac, one who would be the 

redemption of the world—Jesus. God saw the final fulfillment of his plan 

and vision. And because of that, when Isaac was born, Yahweh laughed with 

joy (Dennis Kinlaw. I heard his sermon on audiotape years ago—not sure of 

place or date). 

 We’re invited to laugh with God by faith. 

 

 A barren land and a barren wife 

Made Abraham laugh at his wandering life 

A cruel joke it seemed then 

To call him the father of nations 

A heavenly prank? A celestial joke? 
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’Cause gray hair and babies leave no room for hope 

But hoping was something 

This hopeless old man learned to do 

 

They called him laughter 

For he came after 

The Father had made an impossible promise come true 

The birth of a baby 

To a hopeless old lady 

So they called him laughter 

’Cause no other name would do 

 

A cry in the darkness and laughter at night 

An elderly couple sit holding him tight 

An improbable infant, a punchline, a promise come true 

They laughed till they wept 

Then they laughed at their tears 

This miracle baby they’d wanted for years 

Would make a Messiah who’d give us impossible joy 

 (Michael Card, on the albums The Beginning and The  

 Ancient Faith) 

 

 Faith is sometimes tested. And it’s proved in obedience. God said to 

Abraham, “Take your son, your only son, whom you love—Isaac—and go to 

the region of Moriah. Sacrifice him there as a burnt offering on a mountain 

I will show you” (Gen 22:2). How could this be? Isaac was the child of 

promise. God’s promises were to be fulfilled through him. But now the 

command of God was to offer Isaac as a sacrifice. Abraham is forced into 

radical trust in God. Hebrews says that Abraham reasoned that God could 

even raise the dead (11:19). That would be the only way both God’s 

promises and command could be fulfilled (George Guthrie, The NIV 

Application Commentary: Hebrews). So Abraham obeyed God’s call to 

sacrifice Isaac. But before Isaac could be killed, God provided a ram as a 
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substitute. Abraham named that place “The LORD Will Provide” (Gen 22:14). 

Hebrews says that, in a way, Abraham did receive Isaac back from death. 

 Another pastor told me one time that during seminary, he had 

interviewed an Orthodox Rabbi for one of his classes. As they discussed this 

passage about the sacrifice of Isaac, the rabbi said that Jews mark their 

beginning as a people from that event. It truly set them apart from the 

surrounding nations that killed their firstborn sons. God stopped Abraham 

from offering his son and provided a substitute. 

 Years ago, I read a book about various Bible characters by an OT 

scholar. He concluded his chapter on Abraham this way: 

 

I can never think about Abraham’s willingness to offer up his son 

Isaac without thinking of God’s willingness to offer up His Son Jesus. 

God provided a lamb to take Isaac’s place, but there was no lamb to 

take Jesus’ place. He was the Lamb! You and I have our life and our 

salvation and our hope of eternity because of what God has done for 

us in Christ; and the only way this world will ever come to know the 

salvation that we know will be by way of our faithfulness. God expects 

us to be faithful. (William S. LaSor, Great Personalities of the Old 

Testament) 

 

 Mt. Moriah, the mountain where Abraham went to sacrifice Isaac, is 

where Jerusalem was later built. When Jesus climbed that mountain, 

carrying his cross, God didn’t intervene. God didn’t stop the sacrifice. God 

did what he had told Abraham to do—God gave up his Son to death. And 

God was actually giving himself in Jesus. There’s not a separation between 

the Father and the Son. There was no ram to substitute for Jesus, but Jesus 

became the substitute for all of us. Then, as Hebrews says, in a figurative 

sense, Abraham received Isaac back from the dead. God actually brought 

his Son back from death. God raised Jesus from the dead and exalted him 

as Lord of all. 

 We can learn a lot from Abraham and Sarah. They’re truly models of 

faith. They’re examples for us as we respond to God’s call. Most of the time.  
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They did mess up at times. When the Bible speaks of “the God of Abraham, 

Isaac and Jacob” it’s talking about the God of people like you and me. 

 Will we hear God’s call and go where he leads? Will we believe God’s 

word and trust his promises? Will we offer everything to God and trust that 

he can give new life? 


