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Servants of the Gospel 

Ephesians 3:1-13 

John Breon 

 

For this reason I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for the sake of you 

Gentiles— 

 

Surely you have heard about the administration of God’s grace that 

was given to me for you, that is, the mystery made known to me by 

revelation, as I have already written briefly. In reading this, then, you 

will be able to understand my insight into the mystery of Christ, which 

was not made known to people in other generations as it has now been 

revealed by the Spirit to God’s holy apostles and prophets. This mystery 

is that through the gospel the Gentiles are heirs together with Israel, 

members together of one body, and sharers together in the promise in 

Christ Jesus. 

 

I became a servant of this gospel by the gift of God’s grace given me 

through the working of his power. Although I am less than the least of 

all the Lord’s people, this grace was given me: to preach to the Gentiles 

the boundless riches of Christ, and to make plain to everyone the 

administration of this mystery, which for ages past was kept hidden in 

God, who created all things. His intent was that now, through the 

church, the manifold wisdom of God should be made known to the 

rulers and authorities in the heavenly realms, according to his eternal 

purpose that he accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord. In him and 

through faith in him we may approach God with freedom and 

confidence. I ask you, therefore, not to be discouraged because of my 

sufferings for you, which are your glory. 

 

   Dr. Seuss wrote many books for children. He even wrote some under 

another name: Theo. LeSieg. One of those is about a wide variety of jobs or 

careers children could choose to go into. It’s called Maybe you should fly a 
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jet! Maybe you should be a vet! He lists and another artist illustrates all kinds 

of work people do.  

 You’ve graduated from high school and have been making plans. 

You’re starting work or getting ready to continue your education. The 

future is open and you can explore many options.  

 Whatever you decide to do, there’s something I hope will be at the 

center of it all. This is who you are, who all of us need to be; it’s what you 

are, no matter your education or career. I want you to be disciples of Jesus, 

followers or apprentices of our Lord Jesus Christ. In this section of 

Ephesians, the apostle Paul puts it in different words, but I think he’s talking 

about a way of living as a Jesus follower. He says, “I became [or, I was 

made] a servant of this gospel by the gift of God’s grace given me through 

the working of his power.” Let’s think about what it means to be servants of 

the gospel. 

 God is calling you to be a pilot or an engineer or a neuroscientist or 

to run a business or go into law enforcement. But in and with that, God’s 

calling you to serve. The word for servant here is also the word for minister. 

God not only calls us to a vocation, God calls us to ministry. Our baptism is 

our entrance into what the church calls the general ministry. All of God’s 

people are called to minister, to serve.  

 That doesn’t mean that all of us preach or teach in the church. I hope 

you’ll continue to be involved in the life of a church all your life. But “church 

work” isn’t the main thing we’re talking about here. Serving the gospel 

means living all of your life in relationship with the Lord who we get to 

know in the gospel, the good news. It means experiencing the salvation 

Jesus gives that the gospel tells us about. It means being part of the people 

of God, the community of faith that God has created in Christ.  

 That all guides and informs and empowers how you live your whole 

life, how you do your job, how you treat other people. If you seek to serve 

the good news, you’ll do your job well, you’ll do it with honesty and 

integrity. You’ll love your neighbor as you love yourself. You’ll ask Jesus to 

guide you and give you strength so you can glorify God in all things. 

 Now, you seniors have graduated and you’re launching into the 

future during one of the strangest times any of us has known. Living as 
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servants of the gospel in this fallen world is never easy. But these days it 

may seem especially difficult. The COVID-19 pandemic has disrupted nearly 

every aspect of life. Your freshman year of college won’t look like any other. 

Your work will be affected.  

 Add to that the political divisions in our nation. Add to that the 

violence and abuse that’s widespread in society. Add to that the questions 

and struggles around racial equality. Add to that conflicts and struggles 

around the world. And, there are always people who aren’t interested in 

following Jesus, not interested in the gospel, much less in serving the 

gospel. There are people who’ll question your commitment to Christ, who’ll 

challenge what you believe, and some who’ll actively oppose your efforts to 

live the Jesus way. Christians have always faced that. We shouldn’t be 

surprised when it happens. But we also need to be prepared for it.  

 Paul knew difficult times as well. As he writes this he’s in chains, 

imprisoned. He’d been arrested in Jerusalem. His life was threatened there. 

He was then imprisoned at Caesarea and finally transferred to Rome where 

he lived under house arrest. He wrote this in that situation and was able to 

write about forgiveness, reconciliation, redemption, God’s purposes in 

Christ. In those circumstances he continued to be a servant of the gospel. 

 Pastor and author Lloyd Ogilvie titled his comments on this section of 

Ephesians “Triumph in Tough Times.” He highlights three aspects of how 

Paul experienced triumph and how we can too: A Triumphant Perspective, a 

Thrilling Privilege, and a Transforming Power (Enjoying God, chapter 10). 

Servants of the gospel experience these realities. 

 A Triumphant Perspective. Paul calls himself “the prisoner of Christ 

Jesus.” He didn’t talk about being a prisoner of Rome or of Caesar, but of 

the Messiah Jesus. That doesn’t mean Jesus was the jailer; it means Paul 

was a prisoner for Jesus, because of his faith in Jesus and his witness to 

Jesus. Wherever Paul was, he belonged to Jesus. 

 We can remember that too. Because of God’s grace and our faith in 

response to grace, we are people in Christ. Our life and purpose are in him. 

We’re members together in the body of Christ, the church. Wherever we 

are, whatever happens to us, we belong to the Lord Jesus Christ. That puts 

everything in perspective. The world and its rulers don’t own us. Our 
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possessions don’t master us. Sin and death aren’t the last word for us. 

Listen to what Paul says in another letter: 

 

For none of us lives for ourselves alone, and none of us dies for 

ourselves alone. If we live, we live for the Lord; and if we die, we die 

for the Lord. So, whether we live or die, we belong to the Lord. 

(Romans 14:7-8) 

 

 A Thrilling Privilege. Paul is a prisoner for the sake of the Gentiles. His 

suffering, his struggle is on behalf of people God wants to reach and 

include among God’s people. Paul has the thrilling privilege of announcing 

God’s secret plan. All along God intended to include non-Jews among his 

people, in his purpose. This is part of the gospel, the good news for 

everyone. 

 So the Gentiles who believe in Jesus, who are in Christ, have the 

thrilling privilege of being heirs together with Israel, members together of 

one body (the church, the people of God), and sharers together in God’s 

promises. We share the inheritance of God's people. Imagine hearing that a 

family down the street has just come into a large inheritance. Then imagine 

that you’re told that you’re to become a full member of that family, with 

instant privileges identical to theirs. We’re fellow members of one body, the 

body of Christ. We’re joined to the Messiah and he lives in and through us. 

We have an equal share in God’s promises (Tom Wright, Paul for Everyone: 

The Prison Letters). No wonder Paul was thrilled to be the messenger of 

such news. We ought to be thrilled too. 

 Grace makes us servants of the gospel. Through God’s grace and our 

response of faith and through our baptism, God calls every one of us to be 

servants of the gospel. We’re good news people. We have the privilege of 

telling others that God is inviting them to know him and belong to his 

people. We have the privilege of being part of the church that God uses to 

make his wisdom known to all creation. We have the privilege of coming to 

God with freedom and confidence in Christ through faith. You can come to 

God and know that God welcomes you into his presence and into 

relationship with him. 
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 Some time ago I got one of those inspiring email stories. I’m skeptical 

about most of those. But I checked on this one and looked true. Richard 

Ryan, a pastor at a UMC in Indiana was eating lunch in a restaurant one day 

when a homeless man with a “Will Work for Food” sign came down the 

street. Richard felt drawn to talk with the man and ended up taking him to 

lunch. The man’s name was Daniel. He’d made some bad choices and had 

some tough experiences as a young man. But one day he hired on to help 

set up a tent and equipment for what he thought was going be a concert. It 

turned out to be a revival instead. He stayed for the service and was 

converted. He experienced the grace of God and became a servant of the 

gospel. 

 He lived out that servanthood in an unusual way. He started walking 

and handing out Bibles wherever he went. He would work to be able to buy 

food and Bibles. At the time Richard met him, he’d been walking for 

fourteen years. Richard took him to the church and gave him another Bible 

he could use. Daniel and Richard experienced the fellowship of being part 

of God’s family, of sharing together in being servants of the gospel. Daniel 

asked Richard to pray for him whenever he thought about him. Richard said 

he would. As Daniel left, he said, “See you in the New Jerusalem!” Later, 

Richard found a pair of old work gloves in his car. Daniel had left them. 

They sit in Richard’s office as a reminder to pray for Daniel and his mission 

(www.snopes.com/glurge/daniel.asp).  

 We don’t have to walk all over the country handing out Bibles, but 

isn’t there someone we can go to and share the good news of what God 

has done for us? It’s our privilege to live and speak the gospel, the good 

news of Jesus. 

 A Transforming Power. Paul says that he became a servant of the 

gospel by the gift of God’s grace through the working of God’s power. The 

same power that converted and called the apostle Paul enabled him to 

carry out his mission. That’s true for us as well. The same power of God that 

drew us into relationship with God and that’s transforming our lives to 

become like Christ’s life, is at work to empower us for ministry, for service. 

We’re not self-confident, but our confidence is in what Jesus has done, in 

God’s grace, in the power God’s Holy Spirit gives us. 

http://www.snopes.com/glurge/daniel.asp
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 Maybe you should fly a jet. Maybe you should be a vet. Whatever you 

do in your life, be sure that you serve the good news of what God has done 

in Jesus through the Holy Spirit. 


