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Revealed by the Spirit 

1 Corinthians 2:6-16 

John Breon 

 

 Do you believe we can know God? Do you believe you can know the 

Lord God in a close and personal way? Can we know what God is doing, 

what God is up to in the world? 

 The Bible says we can know. I believe we can. Then the question 

becomes, “How?” And we have to say that we don’t have it in ourselves 

naturally to know God and God’s ways. Not only is God infinite and we’re 

finite, but God is holy and we’re sinners. Sin not only separates us from 

God, but it also corrupts us and reduces our capacity to know God. 

 If God is to be known it’s because God makes himself known. So 

knowing God must be a gift. In this section of Scripture, it’s the gift of the 

Holy Spirit.  

 To know some things, we need to rely on experts who have studied 

and been trained. Even then, for some reason it’s hard for a lot of people to 

trust that experts are really knowledgeable. But most of us are willing to 

accept that they know what they’re talking about. 

 But there’s another kind of knowledge. This is what we know for 

ourselves, what we know within ourselves. As I’ve talked with various 

doctors over the last several weeks, they’ve tried to find data so they can 

make a diagnosis. A lot of the knowledge they need has to come from me. 

Only I know how I feel until I tell it. Nancy keeps encouraging me to tell 

more, not to hold back. 

 When it comes to knowing God, Paul says only God knows the 

thoughts of God. We know our own thoughts in our spirit—the essence of 

who we are. The Spirit of God knows the thoughts of God and reveals. And 

the Spirit of God reveals God’s thoughts and intentions and actions. The 

Holy Spirit is a revealer and a teacher. 

 What does the Holy Spirit reveal? True wisdom. The things God has 

prepared for those who love him. 

 Since the middle of chapter one of this letter, Paul has been talking 

about wisdom. There’s the wisdom the world pursues. In Paul’s world, that 
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would include Greek philosophy and other ways of understanding reality, 

presented with lofty rhetoric. In contrast to that, Paul lifts up God’s wisdom, 

which is given and demonstrated in Jesus the Messiah—especially Jesus on 

the cross. 

 At the beginning of this chapter, Paul reminds them that he didn’t 

come to Corinth with fancy words of wisdom, but with the gospel message 

of Jesus crucified and with a demonstration of the Holy Spirit’s power. Now 

he says, there is a message of wisdom that’s important and needs to be 

spoken. It’s not the wisdom of this present age or its rulers who are passing 

away.  

 The message of wisdom Paul declared is God’s wisdom. It’s the 

wisdom that appears foolish by the world’s standards. A crucified Messiah 

and Lord didn’t make sense. But this is the wisdom God had kept hidden 

until the right time. If the world’s rulers had understood it, they wouldn’t 

have crucified the Lord of glory.  

 Drawing on the prophet Isaiah, Paul says no one has seen or heard or 

imagined what God has prepared for those who love him. But that’s exactly 

what God has revealed to us by his Spirit. The Holy Spirit has to give 

revelation so we can truly understand that God’s saving wisdom and power 

come through the “foolish” and “weak” cross (Andy Johnson, “1 

Corinthians,” Wesley One Volume Commentary). Only people who have 

received the Spirit of God can understand the gospel of the crucified 

Messiah. What is foolishness to the world is wisdom to those with the Holy 

Spirit. What is weakness to the world is power for people with the Spirit of 

God.  

 So the Holy Spirit helps us grasp the truth that God gives salvation 

through Jesus on the cross. God also designated this wisdom for our glory. 

Our glory is being made in the image of God and having that image 

restored through the salvation that God gives in Jesus. That kind of 

transformation comes to people who receive God’s Spirit. And it will 

eventually be completed by resurrection in a new heaven and earth. The 

Holy Spirit helps us know and experience all these good things from God. 

 The Holy Spirit is identified here as the Spirit of God and the Spirit 

from God. The Holy Spirit is God—God’s own personal and powerful 



3 
 

presence with us and within us. Knowing God in this way and having God’s 

Spirit sets us apart. There’s no way around the fact that believers in Jesus 

who receive God’s Spirit have something that other people don’t have. 

That’s a little tough. We want to be democratic and see all persons as 

equals. And that is reality. Every person is created in God’s image. Every 

person has worth as a creation of God’s. But every person is also separated 

from God by sin, twisted and warped away from being who God made us to 

be. Through Jesus we can be forgiven and made new. Receiving the Holy 

Spirit and coming to know God gives us a new life and makes us different 

from what we were as well as setting us apart from the world around us. 

 Paul reminds the Corinthian Christians that they are Spirit people. 

They do have the Spirit of God. But in the context of the first few chapters 

of this letter he also warns them that they’re not acting like who they are. 

They’re acting like people without the Holy Spirit. They’re divided and 

divisive. They’re “fleshly”—that is, they live like they’re on their own and 

don’t have the Holy Spirit to empower them. They seek glory instead of 

living as followers of Jesus who suffered and died on a cross. 

 At the end of this chapter, Paul again quotes Isaiah: “Who has known 

the mind of the Lord so as to instruct him?” Who can teach God? How can 

we know God’s mind? 

 And yet, Paul goes on, “But we have the mind of Christ.” As the Holy 

Spirit reveals God and the things of God to us, we come to have the mind 

of Christ. When Paul uses that phrase he’s talking about the mindset, the 

attitude that Jesus had. And it’s usually related to the humility of Jesus and 

to his cross (see Philippians 2:5-11). Jesus not only died a cross-death; he 

also lived a cross-life. He chose the way of service and sacrifice (Richard 

Foster, Celebration of Discipline). 

 The Holy Spirit is leading us and shaping us to think like Jesus and to 

be like Jesus. We don’t seek our own glory, we seek the glory of God. And 

God’s glory is revealed, the heart of God is revealed, in the crucified and 

risen Son of God. Knowing that and living that is what the Holy Spirit is 

about in our lives. 

 “When believers are properly guided by the Spirit and have the mind 

of Christ, they know what is going on, they know what matters, and they 
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are enabled to live in accord with God’s purposes” (J. Paul Sampley, “The 

First Letter to the Corinthians, “ The New Interpreter’s Bible). 

  

We were looking for heroes, He came looking for the lost 

We were searching for glory, and He showed us a cross 

Now we know what love is 'cause He loves us 

All the way to kingdom come 

 (Rich Mullins, The Jesus Record, 1998) 

 

 If we’re followers of Jesus, we have the Holy Spirit. And if we have the 

Holy Spirit, we’ll follow Jesus in the way of service and even sacrifice. The 

cross of Christ will shape our lives. Trying to live another way goes against 

the grain of the Spirit’s work in us. 

 I don’t believe this means that God sends suffering to us. But in this 

fallen world, suffering happens. God will use what happens if we let him. 

God will teach us and help us and use us to show compassion to each other 

in the world’s suffering. COVID-19 isn’t God’s desire or judgment. It’s 

something that happened. The Holy Spirit can help us through it and can 

use our experience of it to make us more like Jesus. God didn’t cause my 

leg ailment. But God can work with me in this time. I’m not sure I’m 

learning all that God wants to teach me or whatever else might come 

through this, but I do keep seeking God and God’s ways in the midst of it. 

 Whatever you’re enduring or going through, you can join your 

suffering to the suffering of Jesus. You can know that he’s with you. He may 

bring healing and deliverance in a moment. He may walk with you through 

it. As we surrender to the Lord, he will transform us in our suffering and 

lead us on to his glory. 

 Today is May 24. That’s a significant day in Methodist history. John 

Wesley was the founder of the Methodist movement in England. His story is 

a good illustration of the Holy Spirit revealing God and the things of God to 

a person—then through that person to many others. Wesley went from 

living like a person without the Spirit of God to one with the Spirit. 

 When Wesley was in college, he made a religious commitment. He 

determined to devote his life to the work of God. For the next thirteen years 
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he struggled to live out that commitment. But he was trying to do it himself 

and he lacked power. He discovered that outward works didn’t give him 

assurance that he was right with God. Inward works also failed to produce 

assurance. On board a ship to America he was confronted with his fear of 

death. In a storm at sea, he was scared to death. But a group of German 

Christians sang and prayed confidently through the storm. Later, back in 

England, Wesley began meeting with some of these people, called 

Moravians. They spoke boldly of faith and assurance of sins forgiven. One 

of their leaders, Peter Boehler, told Wesley, “Preach faith till you have it, 

then you will preach it because you have it.” 

 Then on May 24, 1738, after considering the Moravians’ doctrine and 

praying about it and determining to seek this gift from God, Wesley tells 

about going to Morning Prayer. The Scripture readings and the anthem 

spoke to him. His personal Bible reading and prayer that day also seemed 

especially meaningful. He had a sense that God was working on him, 

preparing him, leading him into something new. Then he describes what 

happened late that day: 

 

 In the evening I went very unwillingly to a society in Aldersgate Street, 

where one was reading Luther’s preface to the Epistle to the Romans. 

About a quarter before nine, while he was describing the change 

which God works in the heart through faith in Christ, I felt my heart 

strangely warmed. I felt I did trust in Christ, Christ alone for salvation: 

And an assurance was given me, that he had taken away my sins, 

even mine, and saved me from the law of sin and death. (Journal, 

Works, Jackson Edition 1:103) 

 

 What had been a general belief for Wesley became a personal faith 

and experience. This was part of a process in Wesley’s life. He continued 

occasionally to struggle with doubts and fears, but his life and ministry 

were never the same. Before Aldersgate, Wesley barely mentions 

justification by faith. After Aldersgate, his sermons are full of justification by 

faith, assurance, and the power of the Holy Spirit. This experience and its 
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results in Wesley’s life soon led to the Revival that swept England and was 

the beginning of Methodism. 

 As we’re thinking about encountering the Spirit, God is working on 

each of us, calling us, leading us, preparing us to know him more, to 

experience him more fully, to live as people of the Holy Spirit. Maybe this 

message is even more relevant during this time of quarantine, distancing, 

and so forth. As we wait and as we receive from God, we’re being equipped 

for the present and we’re being prepared for what’s to come. How can we 

live the life of service and sacrifice for each other and for people all around 

us? How will we introduce more people to the Lord so they can receive the 

Holy Spirit and begin to know God and God’s ways? Let’s pray for God to 

show us, to teach us, to lead us, to help us every day. 


