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Rejoicing with Jesus 

Luke 10:17-24 

John Breon 

 
 The picture on our bulletin is how an artist imagines Jesus laughing. I 

have a framed print of this picture in my office. Some people notice it and 

like it. One woman saw it and found it kind of creepy—I don’t know why. A 

man in a church we served gave it to me. He taped a note on the back. 

After expressing appreciation for my time at that church, he said, 

 

Some subscribe to the thesis that Christianity is vengeful and 

intimidating. We believe our religion is a benevolent and forgiving 

celebration of life and eternity. 

 

It is our hope that whenever you look at this picture of Christ 

laughing, you will remember to include the element of joy in your 

ministry. … 

 

The irony of this is that we never saw this man smile. I remember seeing 

him scowl through worship services. If we’re going to talk about joy, let’s be 

joyful. If Jesus rejoiced in the Holy Spirit, surely we can too. 

 We rejoice with Jesus as we’re on a journey with him. During Lent 

we’ll go with Jesus from the Mount of Transfiguration to the cross and 

resurrection. He’s descending from the mountain into the valley of human 

need, all the way down to rejection, suffering, and crucifixion. It’s amazing 

that he can rejoice on this journey. We can listen to him and learn from 

him. 
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 When Jesus was transfigured and his glory was revealed to three 

disciples, they were stunned. Then a cloud, representing God’s presence, 

surrounded them and a voice came from the cloud. This was God the 

Father speaking about Jesus, “This is my Son, whom I have chosen; listen to 

him” (9:35). 

 Listen to him is our theme for this series. We’re listening to what Jesus 

says and watching what he does from this point in Luke to the resurrection. 

Each day we’re reading a portion of Luke’s Gospel. If you haven’t started 

that yet, pick up a list of the daily Scripture readings and start today. 

 In today’s reading, we listen to Jesus as he replies to a group of 

seventy-two disciples who have returned from a mission he sent them on. 

We listen to Jesus as he rejoices in the Holy Spirit and prays. We listen to 

Jesus talk about his relationship with his Father. And we listen to Jesus bless 

his followers. 

 Jesus had sent seventy-two of his followers out to pronounce peace, 

to heal, and to announce, “The kingdom of God has come near to you.” 

Now they return and say, “Lord, even the demons submit to us in your 

name.” They’re acting on the authority of Jesus. They’re starting to get it. 

Have you ever taught someone a subject or how to do a task? After a time 

of struggling to learn, something clicks and they understand or they’re able 

to do the task. Teacher and student both rejoice at that moment. Smiles 

break out. There’s a sense of accomplishment. That’s a little like what’s 

going on here with Jesus and his followers. 

 Now, we need to take a little side track here. We may need to clear 

some ground. The talk of demons and Satan, snakes and scorpions and the 

power of the enemy may confuse us or frighten us. What are they talking 

about? What does it have to do with us? 

 The disciples report that even demons submitted to them as they 

acted in the name of Jesus. Jesus tells them, “I saw Satan fall like lightning 

from heaven. I have given you authority to trample on snakes and 

scorpions and to overcome all the power of the enemy. Nothing will harm 

you. But don’t rejoice that the spirits submit to you. Instead, rejoice that 

your names are written in heaven.” 
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 One of C. S. Lewis’ most popular books is one titled The Screwtape 

Letters. Lewis imagines the advice a senior devil would give to a tempter 

just starting to work on his first “patient.” In the preface to a later edition of 

Screwtape, Lewis says he was often asked if he really believed in the Devil. If 

by “the Devil” we mean a power opposite to God and, like God, self-existent 

from all eternity, the answer is certainly no. God is the only uncreated 

being. Nothing and no one is the opposite of God. Lewis goes on: 

 

The proper question is whether I believe in devils. I do. That is to say, I 

believe in angels, and I believe that some of these, by the abuse of 

their free will, have become enemies of God and, as a corollary, to us. 

These we may call devils. …Satan, the leader or dictator of devils, is 

the opposite, not of God, but of Michael [the archangel]. (vii) 

 

Lewis says this isn’t a foundational, essential belief for him, but it’s his 

opinion. Then he gives this word of caution: 

 

There are two equal and opposite errors into which our race can fall 

about the devils. One is to disbelieve in their existence. The other is to 

believe, and to feel an excessive and unhealthy interest in them. (3) 

 

 Jesus certainly spoke and acted as if devils are real and active. So it 

seems we’re committed to believing something like that as well. There’s a 

lot about that that I don’t understand. But we don’t need to see a demon 

behind every bush. Every bad thing that happens isn’t caused by the devil. 

But there is an evil spiritual influence that tries to lead us away from God’s 

will or blind us to God’s goodness. We need to be aware of it, but we don’t 

have to live in fear of it. 

 A missionary couple told about one day on the mission field in a 

jungle, an enormous snake slithered through their front door. Terrified, the 

couple ran outside, looking for a local who knew what to do. A neighbor 

with a machete came to the rescue, calmly marching into their house and 

decapitating the snake with one clean chop. 
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 The neighbor assured the missionaries that the snake had been 

defeated. But there was a catch, he warned: It was going to take a while for 

the snake to realize it was dead.  

 A snake’s neurology and blood flow are such that it can take a long 

time for it to stop moving even after having its head chopped off. For the 

next several hours, the missionaries were forced to wait outside while the 

snake thrashed about, smashing furniture and flailing against walls and 

windows, until its body finally understood that it no longer had a head. 

 Sweating in the heat, they were frustrated and a little sickened but 

also grateful that the snake’s rampage wouldn’t last forever. At some point, 

they realized something. Satan is a lot like that big old snake. He’s already 

defeated. He just doesn’t know it yet. In the meantime, he’s going to do 

some damage. But he’s a goner. 

 Carolyn Arends, who heard this story in church when she was a little 

girl, says, 

 

The story still haunts me because I have come to believe it is an 

accurate picture of the universe. We are in the thrashing time, a 

season characterized by our pervasive capacity to do violence to each 

other and ourselves. The temptation is to despair. We have to 

remember, though, that it won’t last forever. Jesus has already 

crushed the serpent’s head. 

(www.preachingtoday.com/illustrations/2011/april/7041111.html) 

 

 Jesus had faced and defeated the enemy during his temptations in 

the desert. Every time he cast out demons he was striking a blow against 

the devil’s kingdom. As the seventy-two disciples were successful in their 

mission, the enemy was being defeated. Jesus is on the way to the cross, 

where he will deal the death blow to the evil one. 

 After Jesus told the disciples about the enemy’s downfall, he told 

them they should really rejoice that their names are written in heaven. That 

is, they were enrolled in God’s kingdom, God’s program. They were living 

the life of God’s reign. That’s reason for us to rejoice too. 

http://www.preachingtoday.com/illustrations/2011/april/7041111.html
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 Then Jesus himself rejoiced in the Holy Spirit. He was full of joy 

through the Holy Spirit. Luke likes to emphasize the Holy Spirit’s presence 

and power in Jesus’ life and ministry and in the church. Even though Jesus is 

God the Son in the flesh, he relied on the Holy Spirit to empower his 

ministry. The same Spirit is present with us, empowering us for life and 

ministry as we rely on the Spirit. 

 The Holy Spirit fills Jesus with joy. He rejoices that the kingdom of 

God is advancing, that his followers are learning to act with the authority he 

gives them. The Holy Spirit wants to fill us with joy, to enable us to be part 

of God’s kingdom now, and to authorize and empower us to do what God 

calls us to do. 

 Several years ago there was a study of churches around the world. 

The goal was to identify the essential qualities of healthy, effective 

churches. The study revealed that one characteristic of those kind of 

churches is joy. Not just happiness and laughter, though that’s part of it. 

Joy is “deep gladness, an inner sense of well-being, an experience of sheer 

delight.” We can know God’s joy wherever we are, whatever else is going 

on.  

 When Luke says that Jesus was filled with joy, he uses an expression 

that describes an outburst of happiness. It’s put-your-head-back-and-

laugh-out-loud kind of joy. Exultation is the closest word we have for it in 

English. The Holy Spirit produced this explosion of joy.  

 Joy like this flows from God. But notice what triggered Jesus’ 

expression of joy. 

 

It was these followers, returning from their first ministry tour flush 

with success, who filled Jesus with joy. It was the sheer delight of 

seeing them grow right before his eyes. They weren’t just hearing 

about the kingdom, they were experiencing it! They were becoming 

the men and women they were created to be, discovering and 

fulfilling God’s good purpose for their lives. Jesus had invested 

months and years into these followers—explaining God’s Word to 

them, putting up with their goofball answers, praying for them 

sometimes all night long. And on this day, as he listened to their 
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stories, as he beheld the look of wonder on their faces, as he sensed 

them awakening to their identity as servants of the Most High God, 

he put his head back and laughed out loud for the sheer joy of it. He 

shot his arms in the air and shouted praises to his Heavenly Father. 

Seeing his followers grow, seeing them “get it,” filled Jesus with joy. 

(Bryan Wilkerson, 

www.preachingtoday.com/sermons/sermons/2009/june/fruititdoesab

odygoo2.html)  

 

 I bet Jesus still rejoices, laughs out loud for sheer joy, when we get it. 

When we listen to him and enter in to the life he has for us, when we 

receive his grace and power, when we start doing the kind of stuff he calls 

us to do. 

 As Jesus rejoices here, he prays. By the way, one reason we have the 

doctrine of the Trinity is that we don’t think Jesus was just talking to himself 

when he prayed. He addresses the Father, the Lord of heaven and earth. He 

praises and thanks the Father for his gracious will, his good pleasure that 

hides “these things” from the wise and learned and reveals them to little 

children. This is part of the reversal Jesus often talks about. The first shall be 

last and the last shall be first. God lifts up the humble but casts down the 

proud. 

 What things are being hidden or revealed? Things about the kingdom 

of God. The victory over Satan and his power. Participation in Jesus’ mission 

and God’s purpose that are advancing. A little later, Jesus affirms his 

relationship with the Father. Jesus is the Son and God is the Father. Jesus 

truly knows God the Father and he makes the Father known. 

 The wise and learned would be the elders of the community, people 

with high status. In that culture, little children had no real status. If you 

needed to have privilege, learning and intelligence before you could enter 

God’s kingdom, it’d be just another elite organization that’s run for the 

benefit of the top people. But at every stage, the gospel overturns this idea.  

 The intimate knowledge Jesus has of the Father isn’t shared by Israel’s 

rulers, leaders, and self-appointed teachers. But he can and does share that 

relationship and God’s purpose with his followers. And his followers are a 

http://www.preachingtoday.com/sermons/sermons/2009/june/fruititdoesabodygoo2.html
http://www.preachingtoday.com/sermons/sermons/2009/june/fruititdoesabodygoo2.html
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diverse and motley group he’s chosen as his associates. It like the apostle 

Paul says, “God chose what’s foolish in the world to shame the wise, the 

weak to shame the strong” (1 Corinthians 1:27) (N. T. Wright, Luke for 

Everyone). 

 Jesus concludes by pronouncing a blessing on his followers. He says 

they have a privilege their ancestors didn’t. Prophets and kings longed to 

see what the followers of Jesus see, but they didn’t. Followers of Jesus see 

God in the flesh. They see the kingdom of God present and active. They see 

God’s purpose being worked out. They see the defeat of evil. They see the 

power of the Holy Spirit being demonstrated. They hear the words of Jesus 

and they listen to him. 

 We have a privilege those first followers of Jesus didn’t have. We live 

after Jesus’ death and resurrection, when he won the victory over evil. We 

live in the time when the Holy Spirit is not just with God’s people, but lives 

in us. God is present within us who follow Jesus.  

 The successful mission of those seventy-two disciples was a preview 

of the church’s mission. Luke tells about that in the book of Acts. Our 

mission today is an extension of theirs. We can act and speak in the name 

of Jesus, with his authority. We can live and serve with joy empowered by 

the Holy Spirit. We can listen to Jesus and obey him as we rely on the 

power of the Spirit. We can rejoice with Jesus as joy bubbles up from within 

us where the Holy Spirit dwells. 


