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March 22, 2020 Online Service/Message 

 

Thank you for joining us and welcome to First United Methodist Church. 

This is our first online service. If you’re watching on Zoom or on the church 

website, we’re glad you’re here.  

 

This is a strange and scary time we’re living in. But God’s people have faced 

strange and scary situations for centuries. We put confidence in the Lord. 

We adjust. We try new approaches to ministry and new technology. And 

God is faithful. 

 

We’ll do worship this way for at least a couple more weeks. We’ll watch the 

situation and make more adjustments as needed.  

 

Today, I’ll take you through an abbreviated worship service and sermon. We 

didn’t bring musicians in today, but for the website version we’ll include an 

anthem our choir sang a few weeks ago. If you want more music as part of 

your worship at home, I encourage you to go to YouTube or your favorite 

music app and search for worship music. You can find all kinds, from 

ancient to modern.  

 

Now, let’s begin. 

 

“Grace, mercy and peace to you from God the Father and Christ Jesus our 

Lord.” 

 

In worship, we confess and affirm the Christian faith, our faith, in God who 

is Trinity. We use an ancient creed to tell the story of the God who creates, 

saves, and empowers us. Elements of the Creed are in the Bible. Forms of it 

were used in the church as early as the second century A.D. By about the 

seventh century, it was in a form very similar to the one we use. At that 

time, there was only one Church. There weren’t various denominations like 

Methodist, Baptist, and such. The word “catholic” in the Creed means 

“universal” or “of the whole” and reflects that reality. When we say it today, 
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we mean all God’s people everywhere, the church in all places, all who 

follow Jesus, no matter what denomination they identify with. Feel free to 

say the Apostles’ Creed along with me. 

 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and 

earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered 

under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 

descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he 

ascended into heaven, is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 

the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

We pray together in worship. We Adore God. We Confess our sins and ask 

the Lord to forgive us. We Thank God for his grace, mercy and peace, for all 

his blessings, for the ways he has answered us. Our prayers include 

Supplication as we ask God for what we need and ask on behalf of others.  

 

Jesus sometimes healed people without being where they were. He spoke 

the healing word in one place and the person in another place was healed. 

One thing this shows is that there’s no distance in prayer. Today, we’re 

scattered in many places. But prayer unites us. As I pray here, you pray 

where you are—and the one God hears our prayers and joins us together 

as his people. 

 

We lift up one another in our congregation. We pray for many people 

whose needs we know about. We pray for our community, our state, our 

nation, and the world. Let’s pray for all who are infected and their families. 

Let’s pray for all healthcare workers and caregivers. My prayer is that God 
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will stop this virus in its tracks and diminish its effects. You have certain 

needs and people you want to hold in the Lord’s presence by faith as you 

pray. 

 

Gracious and merciful God, we thank you that there’s no distance in prayer. 

We can pray together wherever we are, and each one of us is in your 

presence. You hear each of us. Guide us in our praying so that we’ll seek 

you, seek what you’re doing and enter into it. We do pray that you would 

heal and help all who are infected with this new virus. We ask you to guide 

and bless researchers; give strength and compassion to doctors, nurses, 

and all healthcare workers. Give peace to all who are afraid. Thank you that 

you care about the people we care about. Bless them, guide and 

strengthen, help and heal, give hope and joy. Show us how to live as your 

people, how to be the church, in this time. Fill us afresh with your Spirit, let 

the fruit of the Spirit abound in us, let the gifts of your Spirit operate 

among us. In all that happens, we trust you. We give you honor and glory 

and praise. We pray in Jesus’ name and we pray together the prayer he 

teaches us: 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give 

us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

Worship includes giving because followers of Jesus are generous. We give 

to support the church’s ministry as well as ministries and missions beyond 

our local church. You can give online: go to www.durantumc.org and click 

on Online Giving. Or by text: Text FUMCDURANT to 73256 to give to 

Budget Fund or other selected funds.  Of course, you can mail a check: First 

UMC, PO Box 518 Durant OK  74702. Thank you. 

 

 

http://www.durantumc.org/
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CHOIR 

 

Looking for the Lost 

Luke 15 

John Breon 

 

 We continue our journey with Jesus from the Mount of 

Transfiguration to the cross and resurrection. Using Luke’s Gospel, we seek 

to “listen to him.” We want to hear and pay special attention to the words 

of Jesus. Each day of Lent we’re reading a section of Luke’s Gospel. The 

passage that we come to today is Luke 15. 

 This chapter includes three stories told by Jesus that you’re likely 

familiar with. They’re often called “parables of the lost.” There’s the lost 

sheep, the lost coin, and the lost son. But maybe we shouldn’t focus on 

what’s lost but on who’s looking. We can hear them as stories of the 

searching shepherd, the diligent woman, and the loving father. 

 I’m going to read through this chapter. I’ll stop occasionally to give 

some background and look at ways Jesus speaks to us and what we can do 

today. 

  

Now the tax collectors and sinners were all gathering around to hear 

Jesus. But the Pharisees and the teachers of the law muttered, “This 

man welcomes sinners and eats with them.” 

     Then Jesus told them this parable: “Suppose one of you has a 

hundred sheep and loses one of them. Doesn’t he leave the ninety-nine 

in the open country and go after the lost sheep until he finds it? And 

when he finds it, he joyfully puts it on his shoulders and goes home. 

Then he calls his friends and neighbors together and says, ‘Rejoice with 

me; I have found my lost sheep.’ I tell you that in the same way there 

will be more rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who repents than over 

ninety-nine righteous persons who do not need to repent. (Luke 15:1-7) 

 

 Notice the setting for these stories. Various undesirables are 

gathering around to listen to Jesus. That’s our theme during Lent. The 
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religious elites grumbled and muttered about Jesus welcoming and having 

fellowship with people they wouldn’t associate with. Jesus tells stories of 

God’s searching and rejoicing to answer the Pharisees’ and scribes’ 

grumbling. 

 Jesus says to imagine you’re a shepherd with one hundred sheep and 

one gets lost. Losing something or someone close to us is frightening. Most 

parents know that sinking feeling we get when one of our children wanders 

off in a store. 

 Being lost is scary too. When I was five or six, a group from our 

church went to the farm of one of the church members to pick pecans. 

While the adults picked up pecans, some of us kids wandered into the 

woods. After a little bit, I suddenly felt lost. I didn’t know how far we’d come 

or where Dad was. I panicked and started crying. The older kids led me 

back. We probably weren’t more than a hundred yards away. Soon I saw 

where the cars were parked—including our white Galaxy 500—and I was ok. 

One of my friends said, “You were just faking crying, weren’t you?” I tried to 

save face with my friend, but when I felt lost I was really scared and I really 

cried. 

 Do you ever find yourself wandering through life and wondering 

where God is? Where real life is? Where joy is? Wouldn’t you like for 

someone to know you’re lost, come find you, and bring you back where 

you belong? 

 That’s what the shepherd did. That’s what Jesus was doing. That’s 

what God is doing right now through the Holy Spirit. 

  

“Or suppose a woman has ten silver coins and loses one. Doesn’t she 

light a lamp, sweep the house and search carefully until she finds it? 

And when she finds it, she calls her friends and neighbors together and 

says, ‘Rejoice with me; I have found my lost coin.’ In the same way, I tell 

you, there is rejoicing in the presence of the angels of God over one 

sinner who repents.” (8-10) 

 

 In this story, an object is lost. The coin may have been part of the 

woman’s dowry. It was certainly valuable. So when it’s lost, she searches 
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diligently for it. And, as when the shepherd found the sheep, there’s 

rejoicing. She gets her friends and neighbors together and says, “Rejoice 

with me!” 

 Like the woman, Jesus diligently looks for the lost. Right now, God 

diligently seeks those who are lost. We find God because God is looking for 

us. 

 Like the shepherd and the woman, God rejoices when he recovers us. 

That’s what “rejoicing in heaven” means—God rejoices over one sinner who 

repents.  

 It’s hard to admit we’re lost. But apart from right relationship with 

God through Jesus, that’s what we are. Repentance starts with 

acknowledging our need, our lostness. Then to repent is to turn to Jesus, to 

return to God who is seeking us. And to repent is to align with the kingdom 

and purposes of God that Jesus announces. 

 Now we come to probably the most well-known story Jesus told. Let’s 

look at it in two parts. 

 

Jesus continued: “There was a man who had two sons. The younger one 

said to his father, ‘Father, give me my share of the estate.’ So he divided 

his property between them. 

     “Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off 

for a distant country and there squandered his wealth in wild living. 

After he had spent everything, there was a severe famine in that whole 

country, and he began to be in need. So he went and hired himself out 

to a citizen of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed pigs. He 

longed to fill his stomach with the pods that the pigs were eating, but 

no one gave him anything. 

     “When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s 

hired servants have food to spare, and here I am starving to death! I 

will set out and go back to my father and say to him: Father, I have 

sinned against heaven and against you. I am no longer worthy to be 

called your son; make me like one of your hired servants.’ So he got up 

and went to his father. 
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     “But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was 

filled with compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around 

him and kissed him. 

     “The son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and 

against you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ 

     “But the father said to his servants, ‘Quick! Bring the best robe and 

put it on him. Put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. Bring the 

fattened calf and kill it. Let’s have a feast and celebrate. For this son of 

mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’ So they 

began to celebrate. 

 

 In that culture, the son’s request was horribly insulting. He was 

basically telling his father, “I wish you were dead, so I could have what’s 

coming to me.” But the father shows amazing generosity. The father in this 

story is always showing compassion, grace, concern. He grants his son’s 

request. What gifts of God’s generosity do we demand instead of simply 

being with the Father and knowing him? 

 The son sells his property, cashes in his assets and takes off. Maybe 

he was tired of the father’s rules. Maybe he wanted adventure. For whatever 

reason, he goes away to a far country. In that far country he wasted all he 

had. Then a famine came and he had less than nothing. Here’s a Jewish boy 

feeding pigs! Unclean animals that Jews would stay away from. But he’s not 

only feeding them, he’s hungry for their food. 

 Here’s another picture of being lost: far from God, unfulfilled, unclean. 

“The far country will take all it can get. All it has to offer is stark reality apart 

from the Father” (Lloyd John Ogilvie, The Autobiography of God). We 

squander the inheritance of life. We find famine in the realm of rebellion. 

For us, the far country is wherever we wander away from God. “The far 

country is easily reached, and it is far, though a step can land us in it” 

(Alexander MacLaren, Expositions of Holy Scripture, Vol 7, 60). 

 But then the young man came to his senses. This isn’t full repentance, 

but it’s an awakening. He realized that his father’s hired hands have plenty 

to eat, while he’s starving. So he determines to go back to the father and 

offer himself as a servant. 
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 For us, the Holy Spirit wakes us up to our condition. We see our need 

and we begin to realize that God offers something better than where we 

are and what we have. So we make a decision to return. 

 Then comes my favorite line in the parable: “But while he was still a 

long way off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion for him; he 

ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him.” 

 I think the father saw him a long way off because he was looking for 

him. I imagine him going out each day and watching the road for any sign 

of his boy. And when he saw him, he ran to him. In that culture, older men 

don’t run. It’s undignified. But in full view of the servants and the neighbors 

and whoever else was watching, this man ran to his son.  

 The young man expected rejection and punishment. But he got an 

embrace and a kiss of welcome. He started his rehearsed repentance 

speech. But his father interrupted him by restoring him to his place in the 

family and calling for a celebration. This is like the rejoicing in the other two 

parables. The shepherd rejoiced when he brought his sheep home. The 

woman rejoiced when she found her coin. The father rejoiced and threw a 

lavish party when his lost son was recovered. 

 Jesus is saying that’s what God is like. God longs for us, looks for us, 

runs to us, welcomes us, restores us, and rejoices over us when we come 

back to him. That’s the scandal of grace. We might think the young man 

should have been punished or at least put on some kind of probation. 

Instead, he’s welcomed freely and fully. That’s how Jesus treated the tax 

collectors and sinners who came to him. That’s how God treats us when we 

call on him. 

 You’d think everybody would be happy about that. 

 

“Meanwhile, the older son was in the field. When he came near the 

house, he heard music and dancing. So he called one of the servants 

and asked him what was going on. ‘Your brother has come,’ he replied, 

‘and your father has killed the fattened calf because he has him back 

safe and sound.’ 

     “The older brother became angry and refused to go in. So his father 

went out and pleaded with him. But he answered his father, ‘Look! All 
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these years I’ve been slaving for you and never disobeyed your orders. 

Yet you never gave me even a young goat so I could celebrate with my 

friends. But when this son of yours who has squandered your property 

with prostitutes comes home, you kill the fattened calf for him!’ 

     “‘My son,’ the father said, ‘you are always with me, and everything I 

have is yours. But we had to celebrate and be glad, because this brother 

of yours was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’” (25-32) 

 

 The older son was working. He’s the dutiful, responsible one. As he 

comes toward the house at the end of the day, he hears the party and asks 

what’s going on. A servant tells him, “Your brother has come and your 

father has killed the fattened calf because he has him back safe and sound.” 

And instead of being happy that his brother was back, the older son got 

angry. He refused to go in to the party. 

 So his father went out to him. This father is always going out to 

others. In generosity he went out to the younger son. He went out to look 

for his son and then ran to him. He goes out to his older son to encourage 

him to come to the celebration. 

 But this son goes off on his father. And in his rant he shows that, 

though he lived at the father’s house, he was far from the father’s heart. He 

saw his relationship with the father as slaving away and obeying orders 

instead of joyfully sharing life and work together.  

 And the elder son separated himself from his brother. He whines to 

the father about “this son of yours.” The father turns that back on him and 

says, “This brother of yours.” Jesus directed this part of the story to the 

Pharisees and scribes who couldn’t accept the tax collectors and sinners 

Jesus was welcoming and redeeming. 

 Are we like the elder brother who left the father without leaving the 

farm? Do we see life with God as only duty and keeping rules? Do we not 

realize that God generously gives us all things? Do we refuse to welcome 

the people that God is seeking and welcoming? Who are the lost ones God 

is looking for today? Do we make it easier or more difficult for them to 

know that God wants them and will welcome them? In these days of fear 

and uncertainty, there are a lot of folks who need to know God cares, that 
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God is looking for them to be with them and to welcome them. How can 

we demonstrate that good news? 

 Jesus’ parable is open-ended. The father stands with outstretched 

arms saying, “Share my joy. Come to the party.” He invites his older son to 

come in, to celebrate and be glad “because this brother of yours was dead 

and is alive again; he was lost and is found.” What does the older brother 

do? What should he do? What do we do? 

  

 Do you feel lost, far from God? He’s seeking you, looking for you, 

longing to welcome you. If you respond in the slightest way to his 

searching and reaching love, he’ll run to you and bring you home. 

 Do you feel like you’re doing your duty, but God is still far off? You 

don’t really know him? He’s telling you everything he has is yours. He’s 

inviting you into his joy and into a close relationship with him. And that 

includes loving all the people God loves, seeking to share the good news 

with them, sharing God’s welcome when they start to turn to him. 

 

 Lord, thank you for loving us and looking for us. We admit we’ve 

been lost, but we’re ready to stop running from you and to return to you. 

We’re amazed that you rejoice over us and celebrate our return. We’re 

committed to staying with you and living life with you.  

 Please give us a greater love for the lost people around us. We 

identify with them. We know what they’re going through. Help us join you 

in looking for the lost, in sharing the good news, in extending your 

welcome to all who will come. We pray in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

 

Thank you again for joining us here today. Watch the church website, 

Facebook page, and email for information about what’s to come. Share this 

with other folks so the word will spread. 

 

Receive this benediction from Numbers 6:24-26: 

 

The Lord bless you 
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    and keep you; 

the Lord make his face shine on you 

    and be gracious to you; 

the Lord turn his face toward you 

    and give you peace. 


