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 On any given day, 23,000 scheduled flights take off and land at 

American airports. At any given time, 5,000 of those airplanes are in the air. 

That means that approximately one million people are flying 300 mph at 

30,000 feet at any given moment.  

 A hundred and twenty years ago, this was the stuff of science fiction. 

Then two brothers, Wilbur and Orville, turned science fiction into science 

fact. The Wright brothers' dream of flying goes back to an autumn day in 

1878 when their father, a pastor and church leader, brought home a rather 

unique toy. Using a rubber band to twirl its rotor, a miniature bamboo 

helicopter flew into the air. Much like toy helicopters today, it broke after a 

few flights. But instead of giving up on it and going on to the next toy, the 

Wright brothers made a new one on their own.  

 And the dream of flying was conceived. A quarter century later, on 

December 17, 1903, Orville himself went airborne for twelve gravity-defying 

seconds in the first powered, piloted flight in history. It's almost impossible 

to imagine life as we know it without airplanes. But like every innovation, 

every revolution, every breakthrough, someone had to imagine the 

impossible first. Every dream has a genesis moment. It usually starts small—

as small as a toy helicopter. But the chain reaction of faith defies gravity, 

defies the imagination. Without knowing it, the Wright brothers were 

creating the airline industry, the FAA, and the TSA. I'm sure it never crossed 

their minds, but their flying faith is the reason why a million people are 

speeding through the sky right now. It was two pastor's kids, Wilbur and 

Orville, who punched your ticket with their possibility thinking. (Mark 

Batterson, If 225-226;  

https://www.preachingtoday.com/illustrations/2016/march/4032116.html) 

 What dreams do our children have? Are we inspiring them with 

visions of the future? What dreams, or even seeds of dreams, do we have 

that could grow into an amazing work of God? We want to receive and 

https://www.preachingtoday.com/illustrations/2016/march/4032116.html
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claim God’s vision for us. The vision that’s growing out of our work with The 

Unstuck Group includes: 

 

• Spiritual Impact 

• Next Generation 

• Serving Neighbors 

• Growing Disciples 

 

Today we’re looking at putting the next generation, maybe generations, 

first. 

 What’s the problem we’re trying to solve? Many of the thousands of 

people in our area who don’t attend church are kids and students. 

 Why do we have to solve this problem and why now? The majority of 

people make a decision to follow Jesus in their youth. Studies and statistics 

consistently show this. Most people who receive Christ as Savior do so 

before they’re fourteen, certainly before they’re eighteen. The odds go 

down as people get older. Now, God can always beat those odds. It’s never 

too late to surrender to the Lord, receive his gift of salvation and commit to 

following him. But don’t we want to reach people who are ripest for the 

gospel? Don’t we want to give children and youth every opportunity to 

start following Jesus when they’re young and spend a lifetime knowing 

him? 

 What’s the solution? Put the next generation first. Over the next five 

years, we’ll see our “can’t miss” kids’ environment reach its full potential as 

more than eighty kids gather weekly in our safe, fun, and Jesus-focused 

kids ministry. “Can’t miss” means kids don’t want to miss what’s happening. 

Our Unstuck consultant, Sean, told us about one Sunday when he just 

didn’t feel like going to church. But his kids didn’t want to miss because 

they liked playing foosball. And once they got there, they also heard about 

Jesus. We want kids to want to be here. We’re happy for them to want to 

come for lots of reasons. And while they’re here, we want to tell them about 

Jesus and help them know him. 

 Giving children their own worship setting for an hour is a different 

approach than many of us were raised with—and from how we raised our 
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kids. One reason for doing it this way is that the vast majority of growing 

churches in the U.S. have taken the step to have kids in an age-appropriate 

learning and worship environment.  

 Another reason is that parents appreciate it. There’s a freedom to 

worship and focus and learn when you’re not keeping a young child 

occupied.  

 The new people we want to reach, especially people who don’t have a 

church background or much experience in church, need that freedom. And 

their children may need to learn in an environment other than adult 

worship. 

 Teaching children, helping children know God and God’s will, passing 

faith from generation to generation is an important part of the Scripture 

we’re reading today. 

 Moses tells the people of Israel that he’s giving them God’s 

commands “so that you, your children, and their children after them” may 

have reverence for the LORD. Later he says that the commandments are to 

be on your hearts and you are to “impress them on your children.” 

 Some things bear repeating. Some things are important enough to be 

told again and again. In Deuteronomy, Moses is repeating much of the Law 

that’s already been given in Exodus and Leviticus. He retells some of the 

stories that were told in Numbers. The title Deuteronomy comes from a 

word that means “second law.”  

 We might think that repetition is boring, something to avoid. But 

children like repetition. How many times have you read the same story to 

your children? How many times have they watched the same video? Or 

maybe you’ve played peek-a-boo or something with a child who wants to 

keep doing it over and over. “Do it again,” the children say until the grown-

up is worn out.  

 

For grown-up people are not strong enough to exult in monotony. 

But perhaps God is strong enough to exult in monotony. It is possible 

that God says every morning, “Do it again” to the sun; and every 

evening, “Do it again” to the moon. It may not be automatic necessity 

that makes all daisies alike; it may be that God makes every daisy 
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separately, but has never got tired of making them. It may be that He 

has the eternal appetite of infancy; for we have sinned and grown old, 

and our Father is younger than we. (G. K. Chesterton, Orthodoxy, 

1905, Ignatius reprint 1995, 65-66) 

 

 Repetition is one way we learn. If you study a foreign language, how 

do you learn vocabulary? You keep repeating it and going over it again and 

again. We learn multiplication tables that way. We learn a sport and train 

for it by practicing, which is often repeating plays or actions until doing 

them comes naturally. Musicians learn by repeating scales and practicing 

songs repeatedly. 

 Some things are worth repeating. We keep reading the Bible and 

listening to its stories though we may have heard them dozens of times. We 

repeat the Apostles’ Creed every Sunday in worship. We’re re-telling the 

Christian story that way. We’re reminding ourselves of what’s basic. Saying 

the Creed is a little like reciting the ABCs or running basic plays or 

practicing scales. The Creed doesn’t say everything about the faith, but it 

gives us the basics for telling the rest of the gospel story and provides 

building blocks for applying Christian faith to all of life. 

 This passage in Deuteronomy includes Israel’s creed. It was, and still 

is, the statement of basic belief for the Jewish people. Deut 6:4-9 is called 

the “Shema” (the Hebrew word for “hear” in v 4). Many Jews still recite this, 

along with a couple of other passages, twice a day. Some Jews also have 

those passages written and placed in small containers attached to their 

doorposts and sometimes worn in little boxes tied to the arm or forehead. 

 The intent in Deut 6 was that the people wouldn’t forget God’s 

commands and that they’d do all they could to remind themselves and 

their children of what God wanted them to do. 

 The basic affirmation here is that the LORD God is One or the LORD 

alone is God. Israel’s allegiance belonged only to the LORD. They were to 

worship no other gods. They were the LORD’s people and were to worship 

only him. 

 This worship and allegiance were expressed in the basic call in these 

verses: to love the LORD your God with all your heart, soul and strength. 
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This call to love God with all our being is based on the affirmation that the 

LORD alone is God. Loving God here means to give total allegiance to God, 

to be loyal to the LORD, to be attached to the LORD as the only ruler. And 

there’s a note of affection and devotion in this love for God as well. Israel 

was to show this love and loyalty by obeying what God commanded. 

 The core of this passage calls God’s people to the task of faith 

formation. Forming and shaping the hearts and minds of children is a big 

part of that call. We’re God’s new covenant people, grafted onto the Lord’s 

ancient people Israel. As long as God’s people continue, as long as there is 

generation to generation, the call to know and love the LORD God stands 

and endures (Kristopher Adams, 

http://www.aplainaccount.org/deuteronomy-61-9/). 

 It’s a big job and we’re busy with so many activities of our own and of 

our children’s. That’s why the church and families work together. We want 

to give you parents and grandparents resources and help in forming your 

children’s faith, in helping them know that God loves them and to know 

and love God for themselves. That’s why we offer the opportunities we have 

for kids to worship and learn and experience God. But they spend a lot 

more time at home, with you, than they do at church. So we want to 

encourage you to include talking about and showing God’s love in what 

you do at home. 

 Moses says here we need to be disciplined, have a method, and make 

a habit of spirituality. We’re to talk about the word of God, the 

commandments of God, at home, when we travel, when we lie down and 

when we get up. The Bible, stories of faith and love, prayer, Christian action 

all need to be the fabric of our living. That becomes the environment our 

children grow up in. 

 Deuteronomy has a lot about making sure the next generation knows 

about faith and becomes faithful. All through the Old Testament we see 

that call. Children play an important part in the Gospels.  

 Jesus raised a twelve-year old girl from the dead (Mark 6:21-43). 

 John tells us that it was a young boy who gave the five loaves of 

bread and two fish that Jesus multiplied to feed a huge crowd (Jn 6:1-13). 

http://www.aplainaccount.org/deuteronomy-61-9/
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 One time when the disciples asked Jesus who is the greatest in the 

kingdom of heaven—possibly thinking it was them—Jesus responded this 

way: 

 

He called a little child to him, and placed the child among them. And 

he said: “Truly I tell you, unless you change and become like little 

children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. Therefore, 

whoever takes the lowly position of this child is the greatest in the 

kingdom of heaven. And whoever welcomes one such child in my 

name welcomes me.” (Matthew 18:2-5) 

 

 Another time, people brought their little children to Jesus for him to 

place his hands on them and pray for them. The disciples thought Jesus was 

too important and too busy to waste time with children. They didn’t have 

social status. So the disciples rebuked and tried to turn away the people 

bringing their kids to Jesus. 

 

Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder 

them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.” When he 

had placed his hands on them, he went on from there. (Matthew 

19:13-15) 

 

 I read a sermon where a pastor was talking about the church’s 

ministry with children. I’m going to share his outline and a couple of ideas 

(Bryan Wilkerson, 

https://www.preachingtoday.com/sermons/sermons/2006/december/gener

ation3.html). 

 “First, children are most likely to become fully devoted followers of 

Christ.” I’ve already mentioned the studies that show the majority of Jesus 

followers made that first commitment as young children. This pastor in his 

sermon cites these figures: 

 

They tell us that four out of five young people say they want a close 

relationship with Christ. They tell us that something like ¾ of adult 

https://www.preachingtoday.com/sermons/sermons/2006/december/generation3.html
https://www.preachingtoday.com/sermons/sermons/2006/december/generation3.html
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believers became Christ-followers before the age of 18. Psychologists 

tell us that moral and spiritual development begins at about age 2; 

that by the age of 9, many of the foundations of faith have been laid 

in a child’s life; and that most of what a child believes at 13 she will 

believe for the rest of her life. And so church leaders are now 

beginning to talk about the 4-14 window, referring to the age span 

when people are most likely to come to faith in Christ. They’re 

suggesting strategic focus on reaching that most responsive age 

group. 

 

 “Second, when you open your heart to a child, you open your heart to 

Christ.” That’s what Jesus says in Matthew. When you welcome, or receive, a 

child, you welcome, or receive, Jesus. George Barna has been studying 

churches and trends for more than thirty years. He says that the most 

effective churches he’s studied almost always were the most intentional 

about reaching and discipling children. And it’s not just because we often 

get the families when the kids come. It’s because we’re opening up to God 

in fresh and powerful ways. 

 I think of people when I was growing up who loved God and were 

dedicated to the church and cared about all kinds of people, including 

children and youth. My Sunday School teachers in my elementary years 

were a mix of teenagers and middle aged people and older adults. There 

was an older couple, Henry and Georgia Carter. They didn’t have children of 

their own, but they taught children’s Sunday School classes. They 

approached the pastor and said the church needed a youth group. So a 

younger couple became our youth leaders, but Henry and Georgia were 

there every week, supporting and encouraging us. In later years, long after I 

was away from there, my dad helped re-start the youth group a time or 

two. 

 Finally, the sermon I read says, “Reaching lost people, including 

children, is God’s highest priority.” This is why our church’s vision includes 

making a significant spiritual impact by reaching new people. And it’s why 

children and their families are among the new people we want to reach. 
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 So we claim the fact that we are God’s people who’ve been redeemed 

by God’s grace. We commit ourselves to love God with all that we are. And 

we determine to help others, including—maybe especially—young people 

know God’s love and live a life of loving God themselves. 

 The response or action to take today is to sign up to help with 

children’s ministry. Put your name on the list and Kim will contact you 

about how and when you can help. Wouldn’t it be great if we had a waiting 

list of people who want to serve in ministry with children? And, of course, 

pray for our children’s ministry and that we’ll be committed to and 

empowered for all that God calls us to be and do as a church. 

 


