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Loving and Doing Good 

Luke 6:27-38 

John Breon 

 

 What did you think of the Super Bowl? I’m glad Kansas City was in it 

and won. I was in the second grade the last time they were in the Super 

Bowl. I grew up near Kansas City, so the Chiefs were our team. I remember 

that some of us kids had little red KC Chiefs ponchos that we wore.  

 I’m not as into football as I was when I was young. But we did have 

the game on last Sunday. I kind of half paid attention. I was reading a book 

and Nancy was working on some school stuff. There was an interesting 

commercial that I started paying attention to about half way through. There 

were Greek words on the screen, images of people interacting and a 

voiceover. They were showing and talking about different Greek words for 

love. It turned out to be an insurance company’s commercial. But it was 

cool that they gave us this lesson on love. I looked it up online and watched 

it again. 

 The ancient Greeks did have four different words for love. The 

commercial showed each of them. Three of those words are found in the 

New Testament. C. S. Lewis wrote a book about them called The Four Loves. 

I wonder if someone at an ad agency or at the insurance company is a C. S. 

Lewis fan. Lewis contrasts what he calls the “natural” loves with 

“supernatural” love. The “natural” loves are: 

 

• storge—family love, affection 

• eros— the kind of love we mean when we talk about being “in 

love”; desire for the beloved 

• philia—brotherly love, friendship 

 

The supernatural love is agape. This is divine, self-giving love. It’s interested 

in the best for the loved one. It’s the kind of love that gives without 

expecting something in return. It’s love in action. 

 The natural loves are all good and normal. There’s nothing wrong 

with them unless they become distorted or we expect too much of them or 
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make too much of them. They all need to be guided and empowered by 

agape. 

 Last week we heard from the Hebrew prophet Hosea about God’s 

faithful and holy love. Today we’ll explore some of what Jesus says about 

love. The teaching of Jesus that we’re looking at is challenging. 

 As we look at these words of Jesus, the first thing to recognize seems 

obvious, but maybe it needs to be stated: If we’re followers of Jesus, we’ll 

take his words seriously and seek to obey him. And, Jesus here was 

speaking to his followers and to people he was inviting to follow him. Jesus 

describes the kingdom of God and how the kingdom overturns the world’s 

priorities and values. Jesus shows what it looks like to live as his followers in 

God’s kingdom that’s coming on earth as it is in heaven. 

 At the beginning of this section and again a little later, Jesus says, 

“Love your enemies.” We have to set aside our views of love as a sentiment 

or feeling. Jesus tells us what this love looks like. It means to do good, 

bless, pray, turn the other cheek, give. Followers of Jesus do these things 

because we’re children of God who seek to imitate our Father. Followers of 

Jesus do all this, not to be repaid by people, but in the confidence that 

God’s approval and blessing on this way of life is our reward. The 

motivation for Jesus’ followers isn’t what other people do, whether enemies 

or friends. “Christian behavior and relationships are prompted by the God 

we worship who does not react but acts in love and grace toward all” (Fred 

Craddock, Luke. Interpretation Commentary). 

 Actively doing good and giving true gifts are the behaviors of people 

who embrace Jesus’ message and follow him. Followers of Jesus behave 

this way even, or especially, in the face of opposition and persecution. We 

express love in doing good. That means not being passive in the face of 

opposition, but being proactive in doing good, blessing, praying, and 

offering the other cheek and the shirt along with the coat (Joel Green, The 

Gospel of Luke. New International Commentary on the New Testament). 

 The love for enemies that Jesus calls us to isn’t mere sentiment. This 

love actively pursues the enemies’ good. And it does this from the heart, 

not reluctantly or just in an outward show. By the way, isn’t it interesting 

that Jesus assumed that his followers would have enemies? In this present 
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age there will always be opposition to the gospel and to God’s kingdom. 

The enemies here are people who oppose Christian disciples who are trying 

to be loyal to God in Jesus (John Nolland, Luke 1:1-9:20. Word Biblical 

Commentary). Blessing these enemies, doing good to them, and praying for 

them are deeply personal expressions of who we are. This is part of how we 

live the gospel. 

 A former teacher of mine, Bob Tuttle, tells about serving a rural 

church in the south in the mid-1960s. Bob was disturbed by the racial 

segregation, especially in the churches. He went on the local radio station 

and begged the people to integrate their churches. When he came out of 

the station, they were waiting for him. They weren’t wearing their sheets 

and hoods, but he knew who they were—some were members of his 

church. They beat the tar out of him. 

 He says that during his time at that church, his life was threatened on 

several occasions. He had so many crosses burned on his lawn that he 

stopped filling in the hole where they were planted. Then he goes on to tell 

this story. 

 A member of that church boasted that if he ever caught Bob on his 

property, he’d be dead meat. Then the man’s barn burned down. Being a 

“loving pastor,” Bob went through the community collecting money to help 

pay for a new barn. When he drove out to the house to give this man the 

money, Bob knocked on the screen door (the inside door was open). When 

the man came to the door and saw Bob, he stepped back and kicked the 

door open. Before Bob could say anything, the man grabbed him by the 

necktie—this was the day of wide ties and big knots—and started swinging 

him around the barnyard, beating him on top of the head and screaming, 

“Why don’t you hit me back?” All Bob could say was, “Jesus won’t let me.” 

He wasn’t sure he even could hit him back. He had one hand in his pocket 

around the wad of money he’d brought to give the man. His other hand 

was around his tie to keep from being choked to death (the big knot was 

now about the size of a pea). Finally the man got tired and let Bob go, but 

as he was walking to his car the man ran up behind him and kicked him in 

the seat of the pants. Bob thought, “Jesus, no man ought to take that off 

anybody. I’ve done some boxing. I’m going to get him one little one. I 
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won’t hurt him bad.” He turned and looked the man in the face with blood 

in his eyes. Then he heard an inner voice, “If you’re going to preach the 

gospel, you’d best try to live it.” He got in his car and drove off. 

 The man’s wife told Bob later that her husband didn’t even take off 

his clothes for days. He couldn’t sleep. He thought Bob was special because 

he didn’t hit him back. Then, several days after the incident, as Bob was 

walking out of the grocery store he saw the man sitting behind the wheel of 

his truck while getting the gas tank filled. Bob walked over, reached 

through the open window, put his finger on the man’s nose and said, 

“Buford, you better pray that I never wipe out on Jesus, because if I do, I’m 

coming, and you’re number one.” Buford drove home, climbed into bed 

and slept like a baby. Bob says, “I let him off the hook. If I could have just 

kept my hands off him, I had him. He already knew I wasn’t afraid of him, 

but I had to go and touch him and let him off the hook” (Bob Tuttle, 

Shortening the Leap 118-19). 

 None of us is looking to go get beat up. But if we’re going to believe 

the gospel, if we claim the name of Jesus, we’re going to try to live the 

gospel.  

 What Jesus says here falls into two general categories. The first one is 

the theme of how we respond to mistreatment. We don’t retaliate. We 

don’t escalate the violence. We don’t let another person’s behavior 

determine what we do in a relationship. We don’t remain victims whose 

responses are dictated by what the other person did. 

 The second set of teachings deals with the difficult problem of how 

we relate to people who want to get us in their debt. In the Roman world 

that Jesus and the earliest Christians lived in, there were systems that 

determined persons’ status by who depended on them and whom they 

depended on. You might be the patron of someone else. So they depended 

on you and owed you honor or actual repayment of a debt. You might also 

have someone who was your patron that you owed debts to. People were 

always calculating who owed what to whom. If you help me, I’ll owe you my 

loyalty as well as having to pay you back. At best you’ll have a “chip” you 

can call in for a future favor. At worst, the less powerful person becomes 

practically a slave of the more powerful. 
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 The good news we find in Jesus puts an end to that kind of 

calculating in economics and social standing. That whole system of patrons, 

dependence, and debts is replaced by a community founded on generosity, 

respect, and equal treatment for everyone. Jesus’ teaching shows this 

change in the language of borrowing and lending and in terms of loving 

and doing good. We not only love our enemies, but we also show 

uncalculating generosity that reflects God’s generosity (Sharon Ringe, Luke. 

Westminster Bible Companion). 

 God is kind to the ungrateful and the wicked. Jesus tells his followers 

to be merciful as our Father God is merciful. We show that we are God’s 

children when we love enemies, do good to them, and give generously the 

way God gives. 

 These words of Jesus’ aren’t laws; they’re illustrations. If we can only 

think of morality and goodness in terms of laws, Jesus’ teaching will seem 

outrageous or impossible (Dallas Willard, Renewing the Christian Mind 347-

48). But by God’s grace and the power of the Holy Spirit, we can have 

goodness and love overflow in us. 

 You Scouts, it’s one thing to know the Scout Oath and Law. It’s 

something else to be the kind of person who lives that way naturally. The 

Scout Law doesn’t tell you what to do, but it describes the kind of person 

you can be: Trustworthy, Loyal, Helpful, Friendly, Courteous, Kind, Obedient, 

Cheerful, Thrifty, Brave, Clean, and Reverent. In the Scout Oath, you make a 

promise to live like that kind of person. One practical way to do all this in in 

the saying, “Do a good turn daily.” That means you’re looking for ways to 

do good for people and to help them. 

 Jesus isn’t laying down a bunch of new laws for us to follow. He’s 

telling us what kind of people we’ll become when we are with him, 

following him, becoming like him, being transformed by his Spirit from the 

inside out. 

 Jim Smith, who teaches at Friends University, says that Jesus is 

teaching “kingdom jujitsu” here. Jujitsu is a martial art. The word means “a 

way of yielding.” It uses an attacker’s force and energy to work against 

them. “Instead of trying to match force with force, jujitsu teaches a person 
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how to overcome an armed opponent with no other weapons than 

intelligence.” 

 Jesus isn’t teaching us to be passive victims of abuse. He’s offering a 

brilliant way to respond to abuse and attack from a position of being 

secure in God’s kingdom. We don’t need to retaliate. In God’s kingdom, 

God’s way of doing things, there’s a better way (The Good and Beautiful Life 

122). 

 Smith illustrates this by telling about his friend Jane who’s a women’s 

college basketball coach. She’s not only a winning coach, but also a 

dedicated Jesus-follower. Before each game, she writes K.C. on her hand. It 

stands for Kingdom Coach and she does that to remind herself who she is 

and where she is—in God’s kingdom. It’s like she’s asking how Jesus would 

function if he were a college basketball coach. 

 Jane let go of anger and the need to retaliate. She lived with honesty 

and integrity. Her players, bosses, the fans and the media all loved her. 

Then, one year her team began to lose and wound up near the bottom of 

their division. The media started criticizing her and then calling for her to be 

fired.  

 One of the sportswriters who had been most critical of her coaching 

called one day to ask for a large favor. Jane said she decided not to hold a 

grudge. The writer was just doing his job. As a person living in the kingdom, 

she decided to bless someone who cursed her. The next year, her team 

didn’t win enough games and she was asked to resign. 

 When Jim heard that, he called Jane and told her, “Just remember, the 

kingdom is not in trouble and Jane is not in trouble.” What impressed him 

the most was that she followed Jesus’ teaching. She never attacked those 

who had attacked her. Instead, she blessed them and prayed for them. 

 It didn’t take Jane long to find another coaching job. Halfway through 

her first season with the new team, she sent Jim an email. She told him her 

new team had played pretty well off and on that season. Then they faced 

the #7 team in the nation. Let’s hear Jane tell the rest of the story: 

 

Well, I have had moments when I felt God was with me as a coach 

before, but this was different. I didn’t let anything bother me and felt 
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so much a desire to be like Jesus—the original Kingdom coach. On 

game day I spent a lot of time in prayer. It had been a long time since 

I had been in a big game on television. But I was relaxed and felt 

good with the kids. A lot happened along the way, but…we won! 

     Our university has never beaten a team ranked that high in their 

entire history. The fans there were so, so happy and my kids were 

screaming..full of joy…and I had an overwhelming emotion…of 

gratitude…not revenge for what people had said and done to me, but 

thankfulness to JESUS…giver of all things. 

     Jim, I have won some huge games in my life, but this was different. 

I felt deep in the kingdom of God, and it felt better than any win ever 

did before. I did not need any affirmation, nor feel the need to prove 

my worth, because I knew the truth of who I am and where I am 

going, and it is my core value now. 

 

Smith concludes that God’s kingdom is never in trouble and neither are the 

people who are in it (133-34). 

 Jesus lived what he taught. When his enemies arrested and accused 

him, tortured him,  mocked him, and executed him, he continued to do 

good, to bless those who cursed him, to pray for those who abused him 

(“Father, forgive them...”). He gave not only his cheek to be struck, but his 

back to be flogged. He gave not just his cloak or his shirt, but he gave 

himself on the cross. 

 And it looked like love had been defeated. But on the third day, he 

rose again. The resurrection of Jesus demonstrates the power of God’s love 

and the defeat of hate and sin and death. In the resurrection of Jesus, love 

wins. 

 

 Think of someone—maybe you don’t call them an enemy, or maybe 

you do—someone who makes life difficult for you, who gives you a hard 

time, someone you find it difficult to love. Start praying for that person. Ask 

God to bless them, to help them. Pray for them to know God’s love and 

kindness. Pray for them every day for a month and see what happens. 


