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Led by Kindness 

Romans 2:1-4 
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 Michael Card tells about being at the hospital with his wife. What they 

thought was going to be a routine procedure turned into a three-day stay. 

The surgeon and all the medical staff were very kind. On the second day, 

when he realized they might have to stay longer, Mike went to the store for 

some things they’d possibly need. As he got in the checkout line, there was 

a woman ahead of him with as many items in her hands as he had. She 

smiled and said, “Why don’t you go ahead of me?”  

 He said, “Oh, I couldn’t do that. My mother didn’t raise me to break in 

line, and what’s more I was always taught to let girls go first.” He said it 

jokingly, but also kind of serious. 

 She patiently smiled, but insisted he go ahead of her. She said, “I have 

some questions and I don’t want you to have to wait.” 

 “But I’d be glad to wait,” he said, still trying to be considerate, kind, 

his mother’s son. 

 Then she said, “Why won’t you let me be kind to you?” 

 Mike reflects on that: 

 

Why wouldn’t I? In my mind, apparently kindness counted only when 

I did it for someone else. In that small encounter I learned a new 

lesson. If you truly love [mercy or kindness] as Micah 6:8 says, you 

should love having it shown to you as much as showing it to others. 

As Paul says, it’s a pathway, and it can be traveled in more than one 

way. (Inexpressible 118-19) 

 

 As I planned this message, I focused on kindness, the line in verse 

four that says God’s kindness leads us to repentance. There was a 

Contemporary Christian Song in the 80s based on that verse that went “It’s 

your kindness that leads us to repentance, O Lord.” 

 So I had that in mind. Then I started reading the verses around verse 

four. One part of the Bible connects to another part. You start pulling one 
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string and you find you’re tugging on other thoughts and ideas and truths. 

So let’s look at the context of Romans 2:4. Then we’ll come back and 

explore God’s kindness. 

 In the second half of Romans 1, Paul tears into various sins that 

people commit. He concentrates on sins that Jews typically thought of as 

gentile sins. But there are enough echoes of the Hebrew Scriptures there to 

show that Israel struggled with many of the same wrong behaviors. He 

focuses on idolatry and immorality. By the end of chapter one he has a 

catalog of evildoing that can include just about everybody. 

 Still, there could be someone who might say, “I don’t do those 

things.” So the next section, chapter two, opens with Paul arguing with a 

hypothetical opponent. He probably has in mind various Jewish adversaries 

who have attacked him in the different places he’s ministered. The rest of 

chapter two focuses on Jewish sins like chapter one focuses on gentile 

ones. 

 It’s almost like he gets Jews and some gentiles agreeing with him 

about how evil most gentiles are. Then he turns the argument back on 

them. 

 The Old Testament prophet Amos did something like this. He went to 

the northern kingdom, Israel, and delivered a message of God’s judgment. 

He started calling out the sins of various nations around Israel. Damascus to 

the northeast. Gaza to the southwest. Tyre to the northwest. Edom to the 

southeast. If you were plotting this on a map, you’d have a big X over Israel. 

Then Amos exposes the sins of other nations east and south of Israel and 

announces God’s judgment on them. Then he calls out the sins of the 

southern kingdom, Judah.  

 By this time, Amos’ audience is probably going, “Amen! Get ’em, God! 

They deserve it!” And then Amos says, “For three sins of Israel, even for four, 

I will not relent” (2:6). And he lays into them for various acts of rebellion 

against the Lord. 

 About the time we start nodding in agreement and saying, “Amen, 

Paul! You tell them! They really need to hear that!” he says, “You, therefore, 

have no excuse, you who pass judgment on someone else, for at whatever 
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point you judge another, you are condemning yourself, because you who 

pass judgment do the same things” (Rom 2:1). 

 There is a time to evaluate behavior, but we’re not qualified or 

authorized to condemn and pass judgment on other people. Judgment 

comes back on the one who judges. Jesus talked about this. The New 

Testament letter of James deals with it. Paul addresses it here and in other 

places. 

 The problem, one of the problems, is the hypocrisy of judging others 

for some sin when we’re committing the same sin. Or, as Jesus said, we try 

to get a speck out of someone else’s eye when we have a log in our own 

eye (Matthew 7:3-5). Or maybe we’re not committing the exact same sin, 

but we pay a lot more attention to someone else’s sin than our own. Or we 

focus on theirs and ignore our own. 

 How many books, TV shows, movies, even popular songs tell stories 

about self-righteous people who look down on others and then get caught 

and exposed doing the same things or worse? And there are enough real 

life stories of religious leaders misusing power and abusing people and 

hiding behind a spiritual mask. The problem Paul was dealing with is still 

with us. 

 A good bit of what Paul is doing in the first chapters of Romans is 

showing that all people have to depend on God’s grace. Everybody is 

captive to sin. Gentiles are. Jews are. And sin is serious business. Because of 

sin, God’s wrath has to be faced.  

 God’s wrath is part of God’s righteousness, like his love and 

faithfulness are. The creator God is angry at whatever destroys, disrupts and 

defaces his creation. We’re part of that creation. We were made to bear 

God’s image and sin distorts that. God’s angry at sin because it separates us 

from him, it wrecks us, and it shatters God’s image in us. One writer says it 

this way: 

 

If God does not hate racial prejudice, he is neither good nor loving. If 

God is not wrathful at child abuse, he is neither good nor loving. If 

God is not utterly determined to root out from his creation, in an act 

of proper wrath and judgment, the arrogance that allows people to 
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exploit, bomb, bully and enslave one another, he is neither loving, nor 

good, nor wise. (N. T. Wright, 

www.preachingtoday.com/illustrations/2009/september/6092809.html)  

 

 So we do see God’s judgment. This is less about condemnation and 

casting into hell and more about restoring creation to what it’s meant to 

be. God will put right all the wrongs in the world. That’s really good news 

for a lot of people, especially those who are oppressed. But it’s bad news 

for those who rely on themselves or invest themselves only in this world’s 

power or pleasure. All the false god, the idols will be swept away in the final 

judgment. And people who cling to them will be swept away with them. 

Idols like money, sex, and power. The idols we make of ourselves when we 

try to run everything instead of looking to God and trusting him. 

 We have to let God’s Spirit search our hearts and show us what’s 

really there. There’s always the tendency to say, “Well, I don’t do what so 

and so does. I’m not as bad as someone else.” Again, we judge others but 

excuse ourselves. But God’s judgment is based on truth, not the lies we tell 

ourselves. When we judge others while doing the same things, we show 

contempt for the riches of God’s kindness, forbearance and patience. That 

describes grace. If we show contempt for God’s grace, we exclude 

ourselves, we shut ourselves in and shut God out. 

 The way out of this predicament is to repent. Repenting is more than 

just feeling bad about what we did or that we got caught. It involves what 

Paul calls in another place “godly sorrow” (2 Corinthians 7:8-11). Repenting 

means having a change of mind and attitude and going in a new direction. 

The word repentance comes from a culture where most people were 

nomads and lived in a world with no maps or street signs. It’s easy to get 

lost walking through a desert. You become aware that the countryside is 

strange. You finally say to yourself, “I’m going in the wrong direction.” 

That’s the first act of repentance. The second act of repentance is to go in a 

new direction 

(www.preachingtoday.com/illustrations/1997/march/568.html). 

 Do we repent because we’re afraid? We fear God’s going to zap us or 

smash us or exclude us forever so we try to turn to him to avoid 

http://www.preachingtoday.com/illustrations/2009/september/6092809.html
http://www.preachingtoday.com/illustrations/1997/march/568.html
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punishment. But the Bible says here that it’s God’s kindness that leads us to 

repentance. One of the biggest surprises in the Bible is that God is kind. 

 Michael Card makes the case that Paul wrote in Greek but thought in 

Hebrew. The Hebrew word he had in mind here was hesed. It’s a word that 

gets translated many different ways in the OT. Often it’s faithful love or 

loving kindness or mercy. It’s part of God’s nature, God’s character. When 

God showed his goodness to Moses, it says, “And he passed in front of 

Moses, proclaiming, ‘The LORD, the LORD, the compassionate and gracious 

God, slow to anger, abounding in love [hesed] and faithfulness, maintaining 

love [hesed] to thousands, and forgiving wickedness, rebellion and sin. Yet 

he does not leave the guilty unpunished’” (Exodus 34:6-7). 

 God shows kindness, mercy, grace, love, to Israel in many ways. Jesus 

is the faithful love, the kindness, of God in the flesh. Think of how Jesus 

treated people who were suffering, who needed to be free from their sin, 

who looked to him for truth and life. He showed compassion. He was kind. 

Remember the scene where scribes and Pharisees brought a woman to 

Jesus who they said was caught in the act of adultery. They asked him 

whether they should stone her to death as the Law of Moses said. Jesus 

said that whoever was without sin should throw the first stone. After they all 

went away, he said to the woman, “Neither do I condemn you. Go and sin 

no more” (John 8:2-11). 

 God’s kindness draws us, attracts us. God’s kindness leads us. There’s 

a path to follow, a journey to take, and the God who is kind leads us to 

himself and leads us on all through life. We can know him and become 

agents of kindness to help lead others to him. 

 In Nancy’s room at school, she has lots of posters and signs about 

being kind. It’s so important. 

 I came across a couple of stories about the impact of kindness. Tim 

Winton is a celebrated Australian novelist. In a TV interview, the 

conversation turned to Winton’s well-known Christian faith. He told about 

how his father, a policeman, had been in a terrible accident in the mid-

1960s. He was knocked off his motorcycle by a drunk driver. After weeks in 

a coma, he was allowed to go home. Winton says he thought at the time, 

“He was sort of recognizable, but not really my dad, you know? Everything 
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was busted up, and they put him in the chair, and, you know, ‘Here’s your 

dad.’ And I was horrified.” 

 Winton’s father was a big man, and Mrs. Winton had great difficulty 

bathing him each day. There was nothing five-year-old Tim could do to 

help. News of the family’s situation got out in the community. Not long 

after, a man knocked at the door. This stranger said, “G’day. My name’s Len. 

I heard your hubby’s a bit ill. Anything I can do?” 

 Len Thomas was from a local church. He’d heard about the family’s 

difficulties and wanted to help. “He just showed up and he used to carry my 

dad from bed and put him in the bath, and he used to bathe him, which in 

the 1960s in Australia in the suburbs was not the sort of thing you saw 

everyday.” 

 According to Winton, this simple act of kindness from a single 

Christian had a powerful effect. “It really touched me—watching a grown 

man bother, for nothing, to show up and wash a sick man. It really affected 

me.” This “strangely sacrificial act” was the doorway into Christian faith for 

the entire Winton family  

(www.preachingtoday.com/illustrations/2012/april/3043012.html).  

 I doubt that Len Thomas could have done that on his own. But filled 

with God’s Spirit and bearing the fruit of the Spirit that includes kindness 

(Galatians 5:22), he showed kindness to a family in need.  

 Now here’s a less dramatic story, but just as important. Someone told 

about being a new believer years ago and always wearing a tiny cross pin 

on his shirt. He’d purchase them a dozen at a time and when someone 

commented on the one he was wearing, he’d give it to them as a gift. Once 

at a convenience store, the clerk complimented the cross pin. This person 

offered it to her. The clerk tried to refuse, but finally reluctantly accepted 

the small gift. 

 Years went by. Then one week after worship, a woman stopped the 

person who had given away crosses. She wanted to thank him. She 

explained, “You probably don’t remember me, but years ago you gave me 

this.” She reached into her purse and pulled out the small cross pin. “When 

you offered me this cross, my life couldn’t have been worse. I didn’t feel 

worthy of such a generous gift. But God showed me that he still loved me. 

http://www.preachingtoday.com/illustrations/2012/april/3043012.html
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My life is different today because of what you did for me.” The person 

telling the story says, “What I did was almost nothing. But to someone it 

meant almost everything” 

(www.preachingtoday.com/illustrations/2011/june/5061311.html). 

 How has God shown kindness to you? Can you see all the acts of 

loving mercy and kindness he’s used to lead you to turn to him? Can you 

hear God say, “Why won’t you let me be kind to you?” 

 How do you think God could use you as an instrument of God’s 

kindness? 

http://www.preachingtoday.com/illustrations/2011/june/5061311.html

