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Know God Better 

Ephesians 1:15-23 

John Breon 

 

For this reason, ever since I heard about your faith in the Lord Jesus 

and your love for all God’s people, I have not stopped giving thanks for 

you, remembering you in my prayers. I keep asking that the God of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of 

wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him better. I pray that 

the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know 

the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious 

inheritance in his holy people, and his incomparably great power for us 

who believe. That power is the same as the mighty strength he exerted 

when he raised Christ from the dead and seated him at his right hand 

in the heavenly realms, far above all rule and authority, power and 

dominion, and every name that is invoked, not only in the present age 

but also in the one to come. And God placed all things under his feet 

and appointed him to be head over everything for the church, which is 

his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every way. 

 

 I know summer officially begins next week, but I’ve been thinking 

about Charles Dickens’ A Christmas Carol. There are numerous film versions 

of it. Our family’s favorite is The Muppet Christmas Carol. There’s a line that 

the second spirit, the Ghost of Christmas Present, says to Scrooge: “Come 

in!” exclaimed the Ghost—“come in! and know me better, man!” (Collateral 

Classic edition 106). 

 Now, why’s that been on my mind? Well, there’s a line in today’s 

Scripture, part of Paul’s prayer for the churches: “I keep asking that the God 

of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of 

wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him better.” I think God is 

saying to each of us, to all of us together, something like the Ghost of 

Christmas Present: “Come and know me better, people!” 

 God wants to be with us. God already knows us thoroughly, but he 

wants to know us and for us to know him in an interactive relationship. God 
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wants us to be acquainted with him, to know him personally, closely, by 

experience. And knowing God in that way lets us know who we are and 

who we’re meant to be. It means knowing reality. It means knowing and 

experiencing God’s good gifts. Let’s explore Paul’s prayer here and discover 

some of what God gives to us in Jesus through the Holy Spirit. 

 We see that this knowledge of God is not just for us to enjoy or just 

to make us feel better. It’s to be shared. It’s part of God’s plan for all 

creation. Picture a fountain with four levels. God’s glory spills into Christ. 

Christ’s glory pours into the church through the Holy Spirit. The Spirit’s 

glory pours through the church and floods the whole universe. That’s a 

picture of what Paul prays for God to do in and through the church, in and 

through us. 

 Writing to these believers in and around Ephesus, Paul says, “I have 

not stopped giving thanks for you.” Who do you give thanks for when you 

pray? We don’t know God all by ourselves. It’s in community and 

relationship with each other that we come to know God and grow in 

knowing him. Are we thankful for the people who help us know the Lord? 

Are we thankful to be part of helping other people know God better? 

 We didn’t get to have Annual Conference this spring. I have to admit I 

didn’t miss it all that much. I did miss the community, the fellowship, and 

the testimonies we often hear. Some years ago, a man from one of the 

newer United Methodist churches in OK told his story at Conference. He’d 

started attending worship. One day during Children’s Time, the kids were 

asked about John 3:16. He heard that and didn’t know anything about it. He 

didn’t know what it meant, what it was. But his little boy just spoke out the 

verse: “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son so that 

whoever believes in him will not perish but have eternal life.” The man said 

he felt chills. He felt better than if his boy had hit a homerun or scored a 

touchdown. He looked at his wife and said, “I’ve got to change my life.” He 

went on to become a follower of Jesus, to be baptized, and join the church. 

 Let’s give thanks for people like that whose lives are transformed as 

they come to know God. Let’s give thanks for the people who influence and 

help them in that process. Let’s pray for God to give us more experiences 

like that in the church. 
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 Paul goes on to tell the people what he’s praying for them. “I keep 

asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give 

you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him better.” 

God wants us to know him, to interact with him, to be in relationship with 

him. He makes that possible through all he’s done in Jesus. And the Holy 

Spirit makes knowing God a reality for us. 

 Knowing God is essential. Jesus prayed, “Now this is eternal life: that 

they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent” 

(John 17:3). He’s talking about an interactive relationship between God and 

us. This life with God is eternal because God’s kind of life is eternal. 

 Knowing God like this is all over the New Testament. 2 Peter 3:18 

says, “But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus 

Christ. To him be glory both now and forever! Amen.” That ties in with 

Paul’s prayer that the Holy Spirit enable us to know God better. 

 How do you know something? You’re aware of it. You’re able to 

represent it appropriately. How do you know a person? You’re aware of 

them and you know some things about them. But knowing a person means 

more than knowing some facts about them. We know people by spending 

time with them, talking with them, observing how they interact with other 

people, what moves them, what hurts them, what they love, and so much 

more. We can know God in that way. We can know some things about God 

that God has revealed. But we can know God in this personal and intimate 

way as we get acquainted with Jesus and as the Holy Spirit of God lives in 

us, revealing and giving wisdom, drawing us deeper into this relationship. 

 James Bryan Smith sums up what we’re talking about here: 

 

And we will come to know God. When we embark on this magnificent 

journey, we grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

That’s the best invitation the world has ever been given. We learn to 

live the with-God life, which is none other than living in the kingdom 

of God. Jesus did not bring the kingdom of God into existence. The 

kingdom of God is from everlasting to everlasting. But Jesus freed the 

kingdom of God from its cultural, ethnic, and gender encrustation. 

Jesus’ gospel, his proclamation of good news, was simply this: You 
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can enter this way of living now, regardless of your ethnicity, gender, 

or sinful past. People have been taking him up on this offer ever 

since. Whenever people begin growing in the grace and knowledge 

of Jesus, the world becomes brighter. (The Magnificent Journey 31) 

 

 The Holy Spirit makes real in our lives all the blessings in Christ that 

God has for us. We saw some of those blessings in the earlier part of this 

chapter (3-14) and we see others later in Ephesians. 

 The Holy Spirit reveals these things to us and helps us know what 

God gives us in Christ. The Spirit helps us discover who we really are, what 

family we really belong to, and what we have because God is our Father. 

Above all, the Holy Spirit helps us know God better, more fully, in a closer 

way than we have before. 

 One man told about looking out at the ocean through his binoculars. 

He could see a few boats that were out from the shore a little way. Then a 

friend invited him to look through his powerful telescope. When he did, he 

saw ships sailing and birds wheeling through the air that he’d had no idea 

were there (Tom Wright, Paul for Everyone: The Prison Letters). Paul prays, 

and let’s pray for ourselves and each other, that God’s light will fill our 

spiritual eyes so we can see. So we can see God by faith, know God and 

God’s ways. So we can see all that we can be in relationship with God. So 

we can see all that God offers us. 

 As we get to know God better, we come to know more about relating 

to God and what’s involved in that relationship. There are three things here 

that Paul prays for the Holy Spirit to reveal to us, for us to see with eyes of 

faith, for us to know. There’s the hope to which God has called you, the 

riches of God’s glorious inheritance, and God’s incomparably great power for 

us who believe. 

 This hope means that the future is certain. It’s guaranteed by the Holy 

Spirit’s presence now. The present work of God’s Spirit assures us that God 

will remain faithful and in the end God will fulfill all his promises and 

purposes. 

 Imagine your favorite sports team is in the playoffs. You can’t watch 

the game live, so you record it to watch later. The score goes back and 
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forth. Toward the end, it looks like your team will lose. You could despair. 

But then lets the final score slip and you know the team you like has already 

won. You can relax and enjoy the end of the game, knowing the final 

outcome. Because of God’s past faithfulness, because of the present work 

of God’s Spirit, we know the final outcome of God’s purpose in Christ. We 

don’t have to worry about that. God’s kingdom is coming and will come on 

earth as it is in heaven. “The kingdom of the world has become the 

kingdom of our Lord and of his Messiah, and he will reign for ever and 

ever” (Revelation 11:15). 

 Living with this hope frees us to rest in God’s promise, to live with 

confidence, to dare great things in God’s name—because we know we can’t 

ultimately fail if we’re living the with-God life. 

 As we know God better, we also know God’s glorious inheritance for 

us. We saw earlier that the Holy Spirit is the down payment, the deposit 

guaranteeing our inheritance. What God has in store for us in the future is a 

continuation of what God has given us in the past. It’s an amplification, a 

multiplication of what God is doing in our lives now. Imagine life being all 

grace and faithfulness, forgiveness and renewal, love, joy and peace, power, 

glory and mercy. Imagine the love God has shown us in Jesus flowing and 

overflowing, pouring into and through all of us to each other and back 

again. That’s a little picture of what’s to come. 

 God’s glorious inheritance for us is the renewed creation. It’s what 

Paul described earlier as God’s purpose in Christ that will be “put into effect 

when the times reach their fulfillment—to sum up, to bring together all 

things in heaven and on earth in Christ” (1:10). The Holy Spirit points us to 

and leads us to that fulfillment. 

 One more thing we know in knowing God better is God’s great 

power. This power of God at work in us who believe is the same power God 

used to raise Christ from the dead. The Holy Spirit makes that power 

available to us and puts it to work in us now. It’s the power of resurrection, 

the power of ascension, the power of Jesus as Lord of all. 

 Often, Paul boasts about his weaknesses because they’re an 

opportunity for God to display his power. Paul talks about being a fragile 

vessel, a clay pot, but one that contains the power of God. What Paul says 
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about power here complements what he says elsewhere about weakness. It 

helps us see better how great the power is that’s at work in our weaknesses 

(Gordon Fee, God’s Empowering Presence 679). 

 The power that raised Jesus and that will someday transform the 

whole world is already available to us. That doesn’t mean we can conjure 

spectacular tricks to impress people. “Many of the things which God’s 

power achieves in us, such as putting secret sins to death and becoming 

people of prayer, remain hidden from the world and even, sometimes, from 

other Christians” (Wright). It’s power to serve. It’s power to love. One of my 

teachers said, “The Holy Spirit is the power to live a crucified life” (Arden 

Autry). This power of God in us enables us to live a life of service, shaped by 

the cross. 

 So God makes this incredible power available to us. What are we 

doing with it? Battleships are made to sail the high seas, not sit in mud 

puddles. Locomotives are meant to pull freight trains, not little red wagons. 

God gives us this great power for a purpose. Not for our self-indulgence or 

just to accomplish some little task we set for ourselves. This power is meant 

to bring life and hope and healing and deliverance to people. It’s meant to 

move the church to become more like Jesus, to engage the community, to 

confront all kinds of sin and overcome, to bring the transforming grace of 

God to bear on all kinds of situations. 

 The resurrecting power of God can work in our hearts, changing us, 

changing our attitudes and behavior. That power can enable us to cope 

with pandemics and with fears about the economy. Resurrection power can 

deal with violence and racism. It’s not easy and it’s not automatic. But the 

Holy Spirit can bring God’s power into us, into our society, and into our 

relationships. Last week we had a Zoom meeting with several pastors in our 

district and Larry led us in a conversation about the anxieties we’re facing 

these days. We talked about the complex issues we face in society and in 

the church. We did spend a good bit of time talking about race. An insight 

that came out of the meeting is that we need to talk with each other face to 

face. We need to build relationships and get to know and understand each 

other better. As we know God better, we can know each other better. God’s 
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great power enables us to do that and to face all kinds of issues and 

problems in creative and loving and transforming ways. 

 What if we began to realize that we are the body of Christ, “the 

fullness of him who fills everything in every way”? What if we could see and 

experience the great power of God that’s available to us in Christ through 

the present working of the Holy Spirit? As we get to know God better and 

realize that God’s power is at work in and through us, what can we do? 

Where can we go? Whose lives can we touch? What would we attempt, 

who would we help if we knew that God’s power would sustain us? 

 The God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ says to us through the 

Holy Spirit, “Come, and know me better!” 


