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Disciples’ Questions: How Do We Know God? 

John 14:22-24 

John Breon 

 

 In the upper room, the night before Jesus died, he gathered with his 

disciples. After he washed their feet, Judas Isacariot went out into the night 

to betray Jesus. As Jesus continued talking with the others, four times 

disciples interrupt him with questions or requests. Peter: Where are you 

going? Thomas: How can we know the way? Philip: What is God like? 

 Jesus has talked about revealing God the Father. He’s introduced the 

coming of the Holy Spirit and said that the world can’t accept or receive the 

Spirit of Truth who continues to reveal God in Jesus. In response to Jesus’ 

word about revealing himself to the disciples, another disciple named Judas 

(not Judas Iscariot, the betrayer) asks, “But Lord, why us?” Why make 

yourself known only to us and not to the whole world? Why don’t you show 

yourself to everyone? This other Judas, and the rest of the disciples, 

probably thought Jesus was going to set up his kingdom right away. So he 

wondered why Jesus would say that people wouldn’t accept what he has to 

say. Why wouldn’t Jesus promote his cause with a full-scale public relations 

campaign? Why all this negative talk about going away and the world not 

believing? Lord, why not show yourself to the world?  

 Jesus has been tempted to do this, but he refused. The crowd he 

miraculously fed tried to make him king (ch. 6). His brothers, not yet 

believing in him, taunted him about keeping his works and his identity 

secret (ch. 7). The crowd in Jerusalem at Palm Sunday gave him public 

acclaim (ch. 12).  

 Behind Judas’ question is the big question of how do we know God? 

 Jesus tells Judas and the others, “Anyone who loves me will obey my 

teaching (or, keep my word). My Father will love them, and we will come to 

them and make our home with them.”   

 The way of Jesus is the way of love. Trying to promote life in him any 

other way doesn’t work. Judas wonders why Jesus doesn’t dazzle the 

crowds into joining the cause. Jesus explains that a person can’t be forced 

into discipleship. If we’re going to follow Jesus’ teachings, it will be because 
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we love him (Ellsworth Kalas, The Thirteen Apostles 110). Something about 

the revelation of Jesus has to come through faith to those who will receive 

it. It can’t just be spread around indiscriminately or displayed grandly. That 

might overwhelm us into believing, or it might harden our hearts, but it 

wouldn’t bring us into the kind of relationship Jesus wants with us.  

 We can’t strong-arm people into believing and receiving what Jesus 

offers. Gimmicks, tricks, or manipulation aren’t the way to win people and 

make disciples. And we shouldn’t be surprised or disappointed when 

people who don’t know and love Jesus don’t follow him or don’t act like 

Christians. Jesus draws a distinction between his followers and the “world,” 

that is, those people who reject Jesus and live without reference to or 

reverence for God. The world in that sense doesn’t receive Jesus’ revelation. 

Only the first eyewitnesses received the first revelation of Jesus after his 

resurrection. But now all believers can experience the same revelation 

because Jesus continues to be present among his people in the Holy Spirit. 

Jesus isn’t manifest to the world because he’s revealed only to those who 

love and obey him, not to those who don’t (Craig Keener, The Gospel of 

John). 

 But at the same time we remember that: 

 

…God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that 

whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. For God 

did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to 

save the world through him. (John 3:16-17) 

 

In a little bit, Jesus will tell the disciples that part of the Holy Spirit’s work is 

to convict the world about sin and righteousness and judgment (16:7-10). 

 Part of the gospel’s purpose is to lead us from death to life, to help us 

cross the line from identifying with the rebellious world to identifying with 

God’s people in Jesus, to stop resisting Jesus and yield to him. 

 If we respond to God’s love by loving God and committing ourselves 

to him, we experience life with God. God the Father, God the Son (Jesus), 

God the Holy Spirit make their home in us. A new presence, a new life, 

comes into us. We begin a journey with Jesus into life with God. At the 
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beginning of John’s Gospel we see the story of disciples beginning to 

follow Jesus. The disciples are present all through the Gospel. This shows us 

that we can start with some revelation of Jesus, then we can grow to love 

him more and so receive more revelation (Keener). It’s an ongoing process. 

 Loving God, loving Jesus is our response to God’s love, God’s 

goodness and beauty and truth and all the wonderful qualities that we 

discover in God. One description of the Trinity is that the Father loves the 

Son and the Son loves the Father. Their love is always pouring from and 

into each other. That love is so real and so alive, that the Holy Spirit is that 

love. Jesus says that the Father loves us. Jesus loves us. Jesus tells disciples 

that he will give us the Holy Spirit. Through the Holy Spirit, we enter into 

and share the love that flows among the Persons of the Trinity. 

 Now this love isn’t mushy and sentimental. It’s vigorous, lively, 

bracing, strong. If we love Jesus, we obey him, obey his teaching, keep his 

word. When we love someone, we really listen and respond to that person. 

When we love Jesus, we take action. This love isn’t passive.  

 I know we don’t like to think about obeying commands. And if that’s 

all we think about, it leads to legalism and bondage. But we’re talking 

about obeying or keeping the word of God who loves us, Jesus who gives 

himself for us, the Spirit of love who fills us. God’s commands are for our 

good. In this conversation with the disciples, Jesus repeats that loving him 

means keeping his commands (14:15) and obeying his teaching (23, 24). 

Keeping his commands means we remain in his love and we are his friends 

(15:10, 14).  

 And what does Jesus command?  

 

A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so 

you must love one another. By this everyone will know that you are 

my disciples, if you love one another. (13:34-35) 

 

My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. (15:12) 

 

This is my command: Love each other. (15:17) 
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He also says to believe in him and not to be afraid (14:1, 27), to remain in 

him and stay connected to him (15:4).  

 Love and obedience are wrapped up in our relationship with God. 

When we show our love through obedience, God is revealing himself in the 

intimacy of “making our home with them.” Earlier, Jesus promised us a 

place in the Father’s house. Now, he says that the Father wants to be at 

home in us. Through the Holy Spirit, God dwells in us and lives in us. Each 

of us is a house of God and together we become the household of God. 

 We receive God’s revelation of himself and that stirs us to love and 

obey. As we love and obey, we see more of God’s self-revelation. 

 A man was telling about how when he was eleven years old he got a 

job throwing an early morning paper route. The first two weeks went fine, 

no problems. Then one night he went to bed with the weather report on his 

mind. They were calling for snow, sleet, or freezing rain.  

 The next morning, his alarm went off. He pulled back the curtain and 

saw that it was really coming down outside. He pulled the covers over his 

head. 

 His mom said, “Bud, time to deliver papers.” 

 “Oh, Mom, I feel terrible. My stomach hurts.” She left the room. He 

pulled the covers over his head again. Then he heard heavier footsteps. His 

dad was coming. He was firm: “Bud, you have a job now. Get up and deliver 

the papers.” 

 He got dressed, got his papers, and started down the street. He’d 

done half his route and came to a corner. He sat on the curb, rubbing his 

hands together. He thought about throwing away the rest of his papers and 

going back home to his warm bed. But he knew it would be only a matter 

of time until someone called and complained to his dad. He got on with his 

job. 

 “As I came to the last house on my route I was suddenly aware of a 

car parked beside the curb, lights on, motor running. I thought, ‘What nut is 

out on a cold morning like this who doesn’t have a paper route?’ 

 “Then the window rolled down, and I heard my father’s voice, ‘Hey 

Bud, how about some hot chocolate with me?’ 
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 “As I slid into the front seat of the car, sleet falling on the roof, hot 

chocolate pouring from a thermos, I knew my father in a way I had never 

known him before.” 

 Dr. Albert Schweitzer said that Jesus comes to us like he did of old. 

“He commands, and to those who go, he reveals himself in the … mysteries 

of life as to who he really is” (Mouzon Biggs, Jr., Moments to Hold Close 

128-29). 

 Jesus will give us courage to follow and peace for our troubled hearts. 

He will be the way that we walk, the direction for our lives. He takes us to 

the Father’s house now and forever. He makes God known and enables us 

to know God. He will love us and be at home with us. 

 In Revelation, Jesus says to a church: 

 

Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice 

and opens the door, I will come in and eat with that person, and they 

with me. (Rev 3:20) 

 

 Bob Bennett wrote a song about Jesus coming to be at home in our 

hearts. 

 

Lord, I hear you knocking 

You’ve been knocking at the door 

How long have you been waiting 

Seems I never really heard you before 

I've kind of let the place go 

I'm ashamed at what you'll find 

But you can make yourself at home 

If you're sure that you don't mind 

 

Cause when I cry, the roof leaks 

And when the wind blows, the walls are weak 

But a house is known by the company it keeps 

And I feel better now that you're near 

And I want to make it clear 
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Jesus, from now on 

You're always welcome here 

 

There are dark rooms deep inside me 

Where your light has never shown 

And I tried to hide inside them 

But I guess you've always known 

That one day you would call me 

And I'd awaken from my sleep 

And you'd take me just the way I am 

And you promise me you'd keep me. 

 

Cause when I cry, the roof leaks 

And when the wind blows, the walls are weak 

But a house is known by the company it keeps 

And I feel better now that you're near 

And I want to make it clear 

Jesus, from now on 

You're always welcome here 

 (Bob Bennett, “You’re Welcome Here,” First Things First © 1979 

 Maranatha! Music [ASCAP]) 

 

 When we welcome Jesus, we’re welcoming God. The Trinity comes 

and makes a home in us.  

 Would you invite Jesus to be present in your thoughts, your 

emotions, your decisions? Ask the Holy Spirit to make God’s presence real 

in your relationships, your actions—in everything that makes you, you. 


