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 I came across an old story that shows some of the ingredients of faith. 

Years ago, a man was walking across a desert. He was dying of thirst and 

desperately needed water. Suddenly he came upon a pump, right out in the 

middle of the desert. There was a can tied to the pump handle and in the 

can was a note. It said, “This pump is all right as of June 1932. I put a new 

sucker-washer into it, and it ought to last five years. But the washer dries 

out, and the pump has got to be primed. Under the white rock, I buried a 

bottle of water. It’s out of the sun and all corked up. There’s enough in it to 

prime the pump, but not if you drink some first. So put about one-fourth of 

the water in and let her soak to wet the leather. Then pour in the rest, 

medium-fast, and pump like crazy. You’ll get water. The well has never run 

dry. Have faith. When you get watered up, fill the bottle up again, and put it 

back like you found it for the next feller. (Signed) Desert Pete. P.S.: Don’t go 

drinking the water first! Prime the pump with it, and you’ll get all the water 

you can hold” (Jim Moore, Attitude Is Your Paintbrush 88). 

 Faith includes trust. Is Desert Pete telling the truth? Does he know 

what he’s talking about? Faith includes risk. What if I pour all the water in to 

prime the pump and no more water comes out? Faith includes effort. You 

have to operate the pump to get the water. That’s why we’re talking about 

“faith in action.”  

 This chapter in Hebrews has given us a description of faith. Then it 

gives many examples of faith, starting with Abel and going through 

Abraham and Sarah. The writer gives an almost breathless list of people 

who lived by faith. Now there’s an interlude. The writer pauses to reflect on 

the faith these people had. There’s an aspect of faith that looks to the 

future, that keeps believing and trusting and persevering even when the 

fulfillment of the promises seems to be far in the future. They keep trusting 

that God does have a future for them. God will give them what he promised 

—if not in this life, then in the world to come. Because they hold onto this 

faith, God is not ashamed to be called their God. 



 Abraham and Sarah, their children, and really all of these people who 

are examples in this chapter died in faith. When they died, they hadn’t yet 

received what they’d been promised. Abraham and Sarah didn’t live to see 

their descendants possess the land or all nations be blessed because of 

them. But, even without receiving what was promised, they still had faith 

when they died. By faith they saw the promises from a long distance and 

greeted them. 

 With their lives focused on God’s promises they could see their 

present situation as only temporary and they could see themselves as 

foreigners, strangers, exiles on earth. Their true home was in the future. 

 We sometimes hear the idea that’s expressed in the old Gospel song: 

 

This world is not my home, I’m just a-passin’ through 

My treasures are laid up somewhere beyond the blue 

 (Jim Reeves, 

https://arnet.pairsite.com/RedEllis/lyr/worldnotmyhome.htm) 

 

That’s partly right. This world, as it is now—fallen and waiting for full 

redemption—is not our final home. We do look forward to the future 

fulfillment of all God’s promises in a new creation, the new heaven and new 

earth. But, this world is the one that will be redeemed and transformed into 

the new creation. Just like it’s these bodies that will be resurrected, glorified 

and transformed to live in the new heaven and new earth.  

 A song that’s more correct says it this way: 

 

The world was good, the world is fallen 

The world will be redeemed 

 

So hold on to the promise 

The stories are true that Jesus makes all things new 

 (Andrew Peterson, “All Things New,” on Resurrection Letters Vol 

 II. https://genius.com/Andrew-peterson-all-things-new-lyrics) 

 

https://arnet.pairsite.com/RedEllis/lyr/worldnotmyhome.htm
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 With that kind of future in store for us, we can live with confidence in 

God’s promises now. We already see some of the promises fulfilled. Some 

of what Abraham and the others looked forward to, the church already 

experiences because of what God did in Jesus and the present work of the 

Holy Spirit. At the same time, we also look forward to the heavenly 

homeland to come in all its fullness (Donald Hagner, Hebrews. A Good News 

Commentary.) 

 This is a good place to address one of the questions we got in our 

survey about faith. The question isn’t specifically about faith, but it relates—

and it’s something someone wondered about enough to ask. The question 

is, “Why do people think that when people die they get wings and become 

angels?” 

 The answer is that we watched Warner Brothers cartoons growing up. 

Do you remember seeing a cartoon character getting killed and then their 

spirit floating up with wings and wearing a robe? Quite a few movies depict 

people becoming angels. But where’d that idea come from? I’m not sure. 

Somehow, the notion that when people die they turn into angels got into 

popular thought and culture. 

 There are some scenes in the book of Revelation where God’s people 

are given white robes and harps. But the robes are a symbol of the gift of 

righteousness, or the righteous deeds of God’s people. Harps probably 

symbolize praising God. There’s nothing in the Bible that says people 

become angels. Angels and humans are two different kinds of beings 

created by God. Angels are pure spirit. Humans are spirit and body 

together. Each class of being serves God or rebels against God in different 

ways. 

  Now, even though we don’t turn into angels when we die, there’s still 

a glorious future for us. It’s available to us because of God’s grace. We 

receive it and prepare for it through faith and obedience to God. We see a 

hint of what’s in store in the word here about Abraham and Sarah and the 

others longing for a heavenly homeland. So do we, but we have a clearer 

picture of it through the resurrection of Jesus and the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

We begin to taste its fruit now, though we still wait to experience it fully. 



 Abraham and Sarah could have gone back to the land they originally 

came from. But they knew they no longer really belonged there. They had 

the promises of God that they were looking forward to.  

 The first people to receive and read Hebrews seem to have been 

tempted to give up and go back to their old way of life, to live like they did 

before they knew Jesus. One purpose of this letter is to encourage them to 

stay with it. They could know God’s promises even in the midst of struggle 

and persecution. They could hang in there like the faithful examples in 

chapter 11 did.  

 Don’t give up. Don’t bail out too soon. If we’ll stay with God, keep 

trusting God, endure to the end, we’ll find that the heavenly homeland is 

ours. We live now by faith that it’s already ours. We’re waiting to see its 

final fulfillment. There’s a great line from a movie that came out a few years 

ago. With many things going wrong, a character says, “Everything will be all 

right in the end.... If it's not all right, then it's not the end” 

(https://www.imdb.com/title/tt1412386/quotes/?tab=qt&ref_=tt_trv_qu).  

 Faith endures until the end. Faith welcomes and greets God’s 

promises and trusts that what’s been promised is real, even if we can’t see it 

yet. Because God is real. God is faithful.  

 Abraham and Sarah and their immediate family died in a state of 

trust. They never saw their descendants receive the land of promise. “The 

true object of their deepest desire was God himself and God’s city” (George 

Guthrie, The NIV Application Commentary: Hebrews). “Therefore, God is not 

ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared a city for them” 

(11:16). To be called their God is covenant language. 

 Earlier, the writer quoted the prophet Jeremiah who gave this 

message from God about a new covenant God would make with people: 

 

This is the covenant I will establish with the people of Israel after that 

time, declares the Lord. I will put my laws in their minds and write 

them on their hearts. I will be their God, and they will be my people. 

No longer will they teach their neighbor, or say to one another, 

“Know the Lord,” because they will all know me, from the least of 

https://www.imdb.com/title/tt1412386/quotes/?tab=qt&ref_=tt_trv_qu


them to the greatest. For I will forgive their wickedness and will 

remember their sins no more. (Hebrews 8:10-12) 

 

 If we’re the people of God, by grace through faith in Jesus Christ, God 

is not ashamed to be our God. We can trust and receive God’s promises 

now even as we wait for the final fulfillment of God’s promises. Our faith 

can endure, we can endure, because we’re in a covenant, a relationship with 

the Lord God who is always faithful. 

 Jesus gave his disciples a cup of wine and told them, “This cup is the 

new covenant in my blood, which is poured out for you” (Luke 22:20). We 

continue to celebrate the new covenant as we receive the signs of the body 

and blood of Jesus. We renew our faith. We renew our commitment to 

God’s covenant with us. We receive spiritual nourishment and strength to 

endure, to continue on the journey, not to give up, not to go back. We 

welcome and receive all that God promises in Jesus the Messiah. 


