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Do We Have a Prayer? 

John 17 

John Breon 

 

 Some years ago there was a study called Does Your Church Have a 

Prayer? It talked about how all churches struggle, but some churches are 

just barely making it. It’s like they’re on life-support. This church is blessed 

with more health than that, but we still have questions about the future, we 

still have some struggles. As we go through a season of changes, as we 

prepare for the Unstuck Church process, as we look at the community 

around us and wonder about the future, we may ask, Can we reach our 

goals? Can we be a regional church that draws people from miles around? 

Can we make a real difference in this community through our witness and 

service? The challenges are big. Do we have a prayer?  

 Bring this into your own life as well. Think about the questions and 

challenges you have. We may struggle with strained relationships. We may 

have physical pain or other health concerns. Maybe it’s some form of 

addiction. Maybe it’s a spiritual struggle: can God really forgive me? What 

does God want me to do? Maybe there’s a feeling that nothing much 

matters, that what we do doesn’t count for much. Do we have a prayer? 

 John 17 records a prayer that Jesus prayed. In some way, he’s still 

praying it. Jesus prayed to dedicate himself to God and he prayed for his 

followers. At the same time, Jesus shows us how to pray. He’s our model for 

relationship and conversation with God the Father.   

 If Jesus is praying, I want to get in on it. As we listen to Jesus’ prayer 

we can learn more about our praying and our living. Can you imagine Jesus 

praying anything except the Father’s will? If we can listen to Jesus praying, 

we can join him in that prayer. We can pray with confidence and devote 

ourselves to the things that fulfill what Jesus prays. 

 This prayer in John 17 is a prayer of the union or communion of God 

the Son and God the Father. Jesus prays aloud so the disciples—so we—

may share in this union. Prayer flows out of that communion. It starts with 

God, involves us and then returns to God. 
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 Let’s look at what Jesus prays in his relationship with God the Father. 

There are several themes in this prayer that we recognize from the rest of 

John’s Gospel. 

 

John 17:1-8 

After Jesus said this, he looked toward heaven and prayed: 

 

“Father, the hour has come. Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify 

you. For you granted him authority over all people that he might give 

eternal life to all those you have given him. Now this is eternal life: that 

they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have 

sent. I have brought you glory on earth by finishing the work you gave 

me to do. And now, Father, glorify me in your presence with the glory I 

had with you before the world began. 

 

“I have revealed you to those whom you have given me out of the 

world. They were yours; you gave them to me and they have obeyed 

your word. Now they know that everything you have given me comes 

from you. For I gave them the words you gave me and they accepted 

them. They knew with certainty that I came from you, and they 

believed that you sent me.” 

 

 Jesus announces that “the hour” has come and that he has fulfilled 

the work the Father had given to him. Earlier in the gospel, Jesus kept 

saying, “My hour is not yet.” The time of fulfillment was in the future. But 

now the time has arrived. He’s going to the cross the next day. 

 Then Jesus prays for himself. Jesus prays to be glorified and to 

glorify God. He asks to return to the glory he shared with the Father 

before the Incarnation, even before the world’s creation. Through the glory 

of the cross and resurrection, Jesus enters again into God’s eternal glory. 

 The word “glory” shows us lots of things. In this Gospel, glory is “a 

visible manifestation of majesty through acts of power” (Raymond E. Brown, 

The Gospel According to John, Anchor Bible). The majesty of God shines 
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through Jesus. That glory is to continue shining through the followers of 

Jesus. 

 Another way of saying this is that Jesus reveals God. He says that 

eternal life is knowing God. Eternal life isn’t some abstract thing in the far-

off future. It’s a relationship—a relationship with God whom we know 

through Jesus. 

 Jesus says throughout the prayer: “I have revealed your name—I have 

brought you glory on earth—I have given them your word—I have made 

your name known.” 

 A name represents a person. In the Bible, name is character. Jesus 

reveals God’s character. He shows us that God is and that God is holy and 

righteous, majestic and powerful, a Father who loves and creates and 

redeems and heals. Our name also has to do with honor or glory. Jesus 

makes God known and brings honor to God through his miraculous signs, 

his teaching, and through his death and resurrection. As we come to Jesus 

we can know God. And in knowing God we have eternal life. 

 The themes of glory and revelation are essential to the ministry of 

Jesus. Based on these, Jesus makes some specific requests for his people. 

 

John 17:9-19 

“I pray for them. I am not praying for the world, but for those you have 

given me, for they are yours. All I have is yours, and all you have is 

mine. And glory has come to me through them. I will remain in the 

world no longer, but they are still in the world, and I am coming to you. 

Holy Father, protect them by the power of your name, the name you 

gave me, so that they may be one as we are one. While I was with 

them, I protected them and kept them safe by that name you gave me. 

None has been lost except the one doomed to destruction so that 

Scripture would be fulfilled. 

“I am coming to you now, but I say these things while I am still in the 

world, so that they may have the full measure of my joy within them. I 

have given them your word and the world has hated them, for they are 

not of the world any more than I am of the world. My prayer is not that 

you take them out of the world but that you protect them from the evil 
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one. They are not of the world, even as I am not of it. Sanctify them by 

the truth; your word is truth. As you sent me into the world, I have sent 

them into the world. For them I sanctify myself, that they too may be 

truly sanctified. 

 

 Jesus prays for his disciples. Jesus prays for disciples to be 

protected and to be holy. He prays for our protection (verses 11, 12, 15). 

Jesus protected his disciples by the name God gave him. He asks the Father 

to keep protecting them by that name. 

 “The name” here refers to “I AM”—the self-disclosure of God that 

Jesus used throughout the gospel. The Lord himself, the great I AM, 

protects us and keeps us as we know him and live in that relationship with 

him. 

 Why do we need protecting? Because knowing God in Jesus doesn’t 

remove us from the pressure and pain of living in the world. But it does 

enable us to overcome the world. Remember that “the world” here includes 

the people and the systems that rebel against God and reject Jesus. Jesus 

prays, “Don’t take them out of the world, but protect them from the evil 

one.” We are not of the world. We no longer belong to the world. Our 

loyalty is not to the world. The world doesn’t define who we are or give us 

meaning and purpose. To survive here, we have to live in relationship with 

God. That’s where our protection is. 

 At this point in the prayer, the world is the enemy—a source of 

hostility and persecution for God’s people. It resists God. Jesus had told the 

disciples earlier not to be surprised if the world hated them, but to 

remember that it hated him first. “If you belonged to the world, it would 

love you as its own. As it is, you do not belong to the world, but I have 

chosen you out of the world. That is why the world hates you. Remember 

what I told you: ‘A servant is not greater than the master.’ If they 

persecuted me, they will persecute you also. …” (15:19-20). 

 I recently heard a testimony from Jerry Kulah, a United Methodist 

leader in Libera, Africa. During the civil war in Libera, Jerry was trying to 

escape one part of the country to reach another, safer, place. Some 

government soldiers pulled him out of the line and accused him of being a 
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rebel. The general told a soldier to shoot him. With an AK-47 pointed at his 

chest, he prayed. All he could think was, “The Lord is my shepherd.” The 

soldier told him to run for his life. Finally he did. He reached the coast and 

was able to get on a boat to Nigeria. Eventually, he was reunited with his 

fiancé and they got married. He was called to ministry and completed his 

education. He’s been a pastor, an evangelist, a district superintendent, and 

a dean of a theology school. 

 Jesus also tells the disciples that the world’s hostility isn’t cause for 

sadness. The promise of Jesus that God will protect us gives disciples 

fullness of joy. Deep, abiding joy in spite of our circumstances is a gift of 

God’s grace. We can rejoice no matter what. How can we be glum when we 

know what Jesus has done for us, what he gives us, what he’s praying for 

us? 

 Jesus goes on to pray for our sanctification. This is his prayer for 

disciples to be holy. He says, “For them I sanctify/consecrate/dedicate 

myself.” Jesus consecrates himself as the high priest would before going 

into the Holy of Holies to make atonement. He dedicates himself as a priest 

would dedicate a sacrifice. Jesus is both high priest and sacrifice. He gives 

himself. He lays down his own life. In this way he glorifies God. This is how 

he gives eternal life through knowing God. 

 Jesus’ sacrifice for us makes us holy. To sanctify means to make holy, 

to set apart. In the Bible whatever is sanctified and holy belongs to God. 

Jesus wants his followers to be people of distinction, to know that they 

belong to God.  

 The Father consecrated Jesus and sent him into the world. Now Jesus 

prays for the disciples to be consecrated and sent into the world. 

 

John 17:20-26 

“My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe 

in me through their message, that all of them may be one, Father, just 

as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the 

world may believe that you have sent me. I have given them the glory 

that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one—I in them and 

you in me—so that they may be brought to complete unity. Then the 
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world will know that you sent me and have loved them even as you 

have loved me.  

 

“Father, I want those you have given me to be with me where I am, and 

to see my glory, the glory you have given me because you loved me 

before the creation of the world. 

 

“Righteous Father, though the world does not know you, I know you, 

and they know that you have sent me. I have made you known to 

them, and will continue to make you known in order that the love you 

have for me may be in them and that I myself may be in them.” 

 

 Jesus prays for us. We do have a prayer. It’s the prayer Jesus prays 

for us. He not only prays for the first disciples, but also for everyone who 

will believe because of their word and witness. That includes us, along with 

every generation of Jesus’ followers. 

 Doesn’t it bless you to hear someone pray for you? There’s something 

about knowing a person cares about you and speaks your name to God 

with faith and love. A few years ago, my dad was kind of confused. He 

didn’t always remember who was who and what was going on. But Mom 

told me one day that he still prayed beautiful prayers for our whole family 

and named everybody. That’s pretty cool. What does it do for you to hear 

Jesus praying for you? 

 Jesus prays for us to be one, to know that we are loved, and to 

be with him. 

 Jesus prays that his followers may be united. The model for our unity 

is the relationship between Jesus and God the Father. We’re invited to share 

in the love and glory of God—and to share it together, to love each other. 

Love unites us: Knowing we’re loved by God, loving God in return, and 

loving each other. 

 Jesus prays for our unity and his prayer will be answered. We’d better 

learn to love each other and know the unity that’s part of sharing the 

eternal life we have in knowing God. If we’re going to spend eternity 

together, we might as well start getting along now. 
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 If we’ve truly accepted the words and the revelation that Jesus gives, 

we can’t keep our faith to ourselves. Jesus expects his disciples to serve and 

share the way he has and he prays for our protection as we face the 

opposition that comes when we share the faith. As Jesus left the glory of 

heaven to come into the world, we may have to cross some boundaries to 

take the good news of God’s grace to others. 

 Jesus wants us to be in relationship with him and the Father, “so that 

the world may believe that you have sent me” (21b). The church’s unity is 

also so that the world may know that the Father sent Jesus and that the 

Father loves the followers of Jesus as he loves Jesus (23b). 

 Earlier, the world was seen as the hostile source of persecution. Now, 

it’s the object of God’s loving purpose and our mission. As followers of 

Jesus are in the world, we’re to be witnesses to the world. Our dedication to 

God, our unity, our love confronts the world with God’s love and God’s call 

to find life in Jesus. If people respond positively, they find God’s life and 

love for themselves. If they reject God’s offer, the very witness they’ve heard 

will judge them. 

 Jesus prays, “I want those you have given me to be with me and to 

see my glory.” What a great thing for Jesus to ask God to give us! Then he 

concludes,  “I will continue to make you known in order that the love you 

have for me may be in them and that I myself may be in them.” How will 

Jesus continue to make the Father known? How will Jesus be in us? The 

Holy Spirit isn’t mentioned in this prayer, but Jesus must be talking about 

the Spirit’s work in this verse. Jesus will continue to make the Father known 

in the world through the Spirit and through his disciples. 

 We do have a prayer—the prayer Jesus prays for us. 

 Jesus is praying that you will come to know God the Father right now. 

Won’t you come to him and find life in knowing him? 

 Jesus is praying that we would be completely dedicated to God. Will 

we stop holding back and give ourselves to him? 

 Jesus is praying that we would be one; that, given all our differences, 

we would love each other and share together our relationship with God. 

Will we be part of the answer to Jesus’ prayer? 
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 Jesus is praying that we would go into the world as witnesses for the 

love and glory and life of God. Will we go? Will we let others see Jesus in 

us? 


