
1 
 

Sealed by Faith 

2 Corinthians 8:3-5 

John Breon 

 

 Today we’re on the last leg of our journey back home to the generous 

people we’re meant to be. We’ve seen how God loves and gives and that 

we were made in the image of the loving and generous God, so we’re born 

to be generous. But we fail to live in that image, so God comes to rescue 

and restore us. 

 We’re following a “GPS” on this journey: 

 

• Grounded in Gratitude 

• Revealed Through Prayer 

• Sealed by Faith 

 

 We’ve seen that gratitude is vital. It’s the beginning of our journey to 

living generously. 

 Then we looked at prayer as part of our journey with God that takes 

us where we need to be. Prayer connects us with God’s restoring grace. 

Prayer helps us be loving and generous. We seek to have “prayerful 

willingness” and we ask God, “How do you want me to live? What do you 

want me to do?” 

 Now we see that God’s answer to that prayer, God’s guidance for us 

and our commitment to God need to be sealed by faith. Our faith is 

response to God’s grace. God initiates this whole process and journey. 

That’s grace. When we seek God in prayer and ask what he wants, God’s 

answer and guidance are gifts of grace. God’s answer and guidance need to 

be sealed, claimed and confirmed, by faith. That’s our response to God. And 

even our ability to respond and have faith is a gift of God’s grace. 

 To go where God is leading requires faith. We spent several weeks 

exploring faith a while back, so let me just recap. We’ve already said today 

that faith is a gift from God that enables us to respond to God. 

 Faith has to be in something or someone. It’s not just some generic 

idea that floats around in our minds and that’s not connected to reality. We 
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place faith in something, like a chair or an airplane. You wouldn’t sit in a 

chair or fly in a plane if you didn’t have some kind of faith that it will hold 

you up. As Christians, we place faith in someone—the God who reveals 

himself in Jesus Christ.  

 Faith is believing. Faith is trust. Faith is confidence. Faith is 

commitment and loyalty. Faith is active—it leads us to do something, to go 

where God leads, to take this adventure of following the Lord. 

 Faith involves us in a purpose, a vision, a mission that’s bigger than 

we are. In the early 1960s, President Kennedy announced a commitment to 

the mission to put a man on the moon by the end of the decade. The story 

goes that one day Kennedy was visiting NASA. He saw a custodian carrying 

a broom. The president asked him, “What are you doing?” And the 

custodian answered, “I’m helping to put a man on the moon.” Every one of 

us plays a part in fulfilling God’s purpose for the church and in the world.  

 Again, following God’s lead, joining God’s mission, takes faith. 

 Think about this church. We’re coming up on five years that we’ve 

been in this building. Many of you remember when the idea of relocating 

was first suggested. Those of you who were here, and many others, began 

to see the need and then develop the vision. At one point, the church 

bought this land and continued to dream. You held several capital 

campaigns to raise money. You kept seeking God’s direction and wisdom. 

Finally, the day came when we said, “It’s time. Let’s do this.” Think of the 

faith that many people had a long time ago and five years ago and that we 

still have. Faith that God was calling us to move here. Faith that God has a 

purpose for the church in this place. Faith that many new people will come 

to know Jesus, will enter God’s kingdom and join the fellowship of this 

church. 

 What about when God leads us to reach out to other people? Think 

about various missions and service projects you’ve taken part in in Durant 

or Caddo and in other towns and even other countries. Did it take faith to 

commit to those projects? Did it take faith to follow through and do the 

work? You had faith that the work mattered and that it was a way to show 

God’s love to people. 
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 Just showing up for worship on a Sunday morning takes faith. We 

have faith that God is real. That God is present and active in our lives and in 

the church. We have faith that worshiping together matters, that learning 

together matters, that life together as the church matters. God uses such 

things to help us grow and to equip us to do the work God has for us in the 

world. Having faith as we join together in worship makes a difference. 

 Robert Hayes, who was the United Methodist bishop of Oklahoma for 

several years, tells about a primitive district in India where people still use 

simple oil lamps. Inside a temple in that district, a huge brass railing hangs 

from the ceiling, with many arms that extend to the floor. These arms have 

slots that securely hold a hundred or more of those little lamps. Until the 

lamps are placed into the brass structure, the temple remains dark. 

 People arrive for worship at the temple in the early dawn and late 

evening. They bring their small lamps to guide them along the dark roads 

and, when they arrive at the temple, they place their lamps in the slots. The 

dim interior grows brighter and brighter as each worshiper puts into place 

his or her lamp. When all the slots are filled, the temple is ablaze with light. 

 The worshippers at the temple brought physical light in order to 

receive spiritual light for their souls. In so many ways, we’re like those 

villagers. We need to bring light so that we find the true light of our life—

Jesus Christ! 

 Of course, we attend church in a setting where the quick flip of a 

switch illuminates any room. But this story from India spotlights a deeper 

lesson. When you bring the "light" of anticipation, eagerness, expectation, 

and faith to a church service, most often you’ll encounter the risen Christ.  

(https://www.okumc.org/blogdetail/bringing-the-light-to-find-light-34670)  

 Our church’s work with the Unstuck Group as they provide 

consultation and coaching takes faith. I’m still amazed at how easily the 

Administrative Council agreed to engage Unstuck. The vision that’s grown 

out of that work requires us to believe and commit and act. You’re going to 

hear this many times, but here’s a short summary of our five-year plan and 

vision. 

 

https://www.okumc.org/blogdetail/bringing-the-light-to-find-light-34670
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In the next five years, we plan to see one hundred people come to 

know Jesus here. We expect to average 300 in worship. 

 

Over the next five years, we’ll develop our children’s ministry into 

something kids don’t want to miss and we’ll see at least eighty kids 

gathering each week. 

 

Over the next five years, we plan to impact more than one hundred 

households in Durant and Caddo through various service projects. 

 

Over the next five years we aim to develop twenty new groups that 

will help people take a vital next step in discipleship. 

 

 Those are big goals. We can’t do them on our own. But we have faith 

that God is giving that vision and that God will equip and empower us to 

do it. Our faith also has to include commitment to doing the necessary 

work and continuing to follow God’s lead. 

 All of those things show faith responding to God’s initiative. And God 

gets all of that going in order to transform our lives, transform the church, 

and ultimately transform the world. 

 Our study tells us that transformation comes from following God’s 

will for all our resources. And it asks the question, “Can we be transformed 

by generosity?” If generosity is an expression of faith, if it’s a sincere 

response to God, it opens us to God’s transforming power. 

 One woman gave some money to the church and asked the pastor, 

“Is that sufficient?” The pastor replied, “It is if it represents you.” She kept 

increasing the gift and asking if it was enough and the pastor kept saying, 

“If it represents you.” Finally she said, “That represents me. I’m glad to give 

it. So there!” 

 In the verses from 2 Corinthians we’ve read, the apostle Paul 

commends a group of Christians who gave as much as they were able and 

even more. There was a famine in Palestine. The believers in Jerusalem and 

Judea were suffering. Paul was taking up a collection from various churches 

around the Mediterranean. The members of these churches were mostly 
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Gentiles and Paul asked them to give to the church where the believers 

were mostly Jewish.  

 As Paul reminds the Corinthians about their earlier commitment to 

this offering and encourages them to follow through, he lifts up several 

principles about generosity. 

 Paul had used the Corinthians’ commitment to the offering to 

encourage the Christians in Macedonia to give. They gave so generously 

that now Paul uses them as an example for the Corinthians. 

 Let’s see just in these three verses what we can learn about giving and 

the transforming power of generosity when it’s driven by faith. Paul says 

those people gave voluntarily according to their means. And they even 

found God enabling them to give beyond their means. Later, he’ll say that 

“if the willingness is there, the gift if acceptable according to what one has, 

not according to what one does not have” (8:12). And he’ll conclude, “Each 

of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not 

reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver” (9:7). 

 Paul says those Macedonian Christians urgently pleaded for “the 

privilege of sharing in this service to the Lord’s people.” The word 

“privilege” there is the same word that’s translated “grace” several other 

times in chapters eight and nine. In grace God gives generously. And grace 

prompts us to give with gratitude and generosity. Giving to help others is a 

privilege, a benefit. 

 “Sharing” is an important word in the New Testament. The word 

translated sharing here is also translated “fellowship” or “communion.” Our 

giving connects us with each other. Those Gentile believers were 

connecting with their brothers and sisters from a Jewish background. Those 

who had more were connecting with those who had very little. Generosity 

moves us from isolation to community. 

 Paul calls the offering a “service” or “ministry.” Grace transforms us 

from consumers to servants. Generosity moves us into ministry with others. 

Your giving is an act of service to the Lord and the Lord’s people. We have 

the privilege of sharing together in this service. 

 Then Paul says this about those Macedonian believers: “They gave 

themselves first of all to the Lord, and then by the will of God also to us” 



6 
 

(8:5). They first gave themselves to the Lord and his people, then they gave 

from their resources. 

 A seventeen year old named Claire Nettles wrote about a trip to 

Romania where she learned how important it is to give of ourselves and our 

possessions.  

 One July, Claire, along with eight others, traveled to Romania to build 

a chapel in a Romanian/Hungarian village called Chet (Ketz). The town 

where they stayed was filled with gypsies begging on tile streets. The road 

they traveled on the two hour bus ride to the village was lined with small 

two-room houses where entire families lived. They found the same housing 

situation in Chet.  

 When they arrived in Chet the people of the village greeted them 

with broad smiles, anticipating the coming week. In Romania at that time, if 

a church didn’t have a building to worship in, it was considered a cult. By 

going to the village and building the chapel the mission group was making 

the village’s church “legal.” The people of the village were very thankful, 

more thankful than the team realized.  

 The team came prepared to make lunches of sandwiches and salads 

all week. However, the first day they were on the building site the ladies of 

the village brought a home-cooked meal at lunchtime. Then they told the 

team that they would prepare lunch for them every day. This was extremely 

generous. The villagers had no air conditioning and had to cook over a hot 

fire in the summer. Also, they didn’t have much money to buy food for a 

large group. Those lunches were truly gifts of love. The mission team was 

giving them something they needed, but the people were also giving.  

 And, their giving didn’t end with food. On the last day of work, the 

leader of the church called all the workers together and began a ceremony. 

He expressed his gratitude and asked the team to remember Chet in their 

prayers. Then he presented every worker with a handmade gift, a mat of 

woven material—white, blue, green, red, purple, black, and yellow. The 

women of the village had once again given of their time, energy, and 

resources to thank a group of people who had come to help them.  

 Claire concludes: 
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Although the people of Chet do not know this, they gave me much 

more than food and a rug. They taught me a law of life. I am a person 

who is blessed beyond my imagination. I have a wonderful family, full 

of love and care. I have everything I need: food, clothing, and shelter; 

even the extras I desire. However, even when given the opportunities 

I fail to share these blessings like I should. As a recipient of the giving 

spirit of the people of Chet I now realize the importance of giving of 

myself and my possessions, even when it requires a sacrifice.  

(Homiletics, June 03, p. 72) 

 

 Our action today is to give ourselves to the Lord. Then we’re bringing 

our estimate of giving cards for 2020. As we’ve prayed and asked God what 

he wants us to do, we make our commitment in faith, responding to God’s 

direction. A district superintendent said the leaders of one church told him 

they didn’t ask people to make estimates of giving or pledges. They said 

their people knew what they wanted to give. The superintendent asked, 

“But do they know what God wants them to give?” 

 As you bring your card and put it in the chest, I hope you’re also 

giving yourself to the Lord. Renew your commitment to the Lord. You may 

want to spend some time in prayer at the Communion rail after you give 

your card. 

 We’re born to be generous. We find the way to generosity through 

gratitude and prayer. We seal our commitment by faith that responds to 

God’s grace. 

  

  

  

  

  


