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Online Worship 4/5/20 Palm Sunday 

 

Piano 

 

Here we are, together again! I’m so glad you’re part of our socially 

distancing worship. I pray you’ll know God’s presence with you and that 

you’ll worship the Lord where you are. 

 

If you’re watching and listening live on Zoom, the audio may leave 

something to be desired—especially with the music. To hear the music 

more clearly, you can go on the church website and click on the Sermon 

Videos tab. The recording will be available within the hour after we finish 

the service. 

 

Today is Palm Sunday. If you made paper palms this week or if you have 

some from your yard, get ready to wave them. We’ll read the account of 

Jesus entering Jerusalem, then we’ll sing a traditional Palm Sunday hymn. 

 

Hear from the Gospel according to Luke how our Lord entered Jerusalem: 

 

After Jesus had said this, he went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem. As 

he approached Bethphage and Bethany at the hill called the Mount of 

Olives, he sent two of his disciples, saying to them, “Go to the village 

ahead of you, and as you enter it, you will find a colt tied there, which 

no one has ever ridden. Untie it and bring it here. If anyone asks you, 

‘Why are you untying it?’ say, ‘The Lord needs it.’” 

     Those who were sent ahead went and found it just as he had told 

them. As they were untying the colt, its owners asked them, “Why are 

you untying the colt?” 

     They replied, “The Lord needs it.” 

     They brought it to Jesus, threw their cloaks on the colt and put 

Jesus on it. As he went along, people spread their cloaks on the road. 
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When he came near the place where the road goes down the Mount 

of Olives, the whole crowd of disciples began joyfully to praise God in 

loud voices for all the miracles they had seen: 

     “Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord!” 

     “Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!” 

     Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to Jesus, “Teacher, rebuke 

your disciples!” 

     “I tell you,” he replied, “if they keep quiet, the stones will cry out.” 

(Luke 19:28-40) 

 

Song  Hosanna, Loud Hosanna #278 

 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and 

earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered 

under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 

descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he 

ascended into heaven, is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 

the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

If you have a prayer request you’d like to share, you can email me: 

pastor@durantumc.org or go on the church website (www.durantumc.org)   

and click on the Prayer tab. 

 

We continue to pray for all who are infected and affected by COVID-19. 

That pretty much fulfills Paul’s call to pray for all people (1 Tim 2:1). But we 

do pray specifically for people who suffer and for healthcare workers. We 

pray for all who keep working so we can have groceries and mail and other 

mailto:pastor@durantumc.org
http://www.durantumc.org/
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services. We pray for those whose jobs have been put on hold or ended. 

We pray for students and teachers and their families. We pray for each 

other in our congregation. 

 

Jesus, Remember Me 

 

Lord, you say such wonderful things to us. Even when we don’t understand, 

we believe your words are full of life. Keep teaching us to listen to you. Give 

us faith to hear with our hearts what you tell us. We hear your words of 

peace and comfort in this time of suffering and fear. We ask you to speak a 

healing word to those who are ill. We ask you to strengthen and encourage 

all healthcare workers, researchers, and leaders. We pray you will help and 

strengthen everyone who is working to keep things going and everyone 

who is unable to work. We pray for families to have peace and joy in these 

days of being confined to home. Help educators and parents as they work 

to keep teaching children. Give comfort to those graduates and others who 

will miss out on important events this spring. Bless us, your church. We pray 

for each other to know your presence, your love, your peace. We ask you to 

continue growing and strengthening your church in these days. Show us 

new ways to reach out to neighbors in need and to share your love and 

blessing with them. We thank you for hearing our prayers in Jesus’ name 

and we join in the prayer he teaches us: 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give 

us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

God blesses us so generously. We can’t give anything to God that not really 

giving back to God. But giving is one way we show gratitude. We return a 

portion of what God has given as a way of thanking God and of 

acknowledging that everything we are and have is the Lord’s. Financial 
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giving continues to be important. There are still needs to meet and bills to 

pay. You can give online: go to www.durantumc.org and click on Online 

Giving. In recent weeks, we’ve had several new online givers. You can give 

by text: Text FUMCDURANT to 73256. Of course, you can mail a check: First 

UMC, PO Box 518 Durant OK  74702. Thank you. 

 

Song  Tell Me the Stories of Jesus  #277 

 

 

Questioning Jesus 

Luke 20:19-21:4 

John Breon 

 

 If you could ask Jesus a question, what would it be? If we could 

somehow time travel to first century Jerusalem where Jesus was teaching in 

the temple court or if he decided to appear physically right in front of you 

today, what question would you have for him? 

 My first impulse would probably be to ask “why” questions. Why are 

there viruses that can cause so much devastation? Why is this like it is? Why 

that particular suffering? Why wasn’t some prayer answered? The thing is, 

Jesus didn’t answer many “why” questions in the Gospels.  

 I believe we can ask Jesus any question and that he wants us to. But I 

also suspect he treats our questions the way he did so many back then. 

Often, he turns them back on us. He exposes our hearts and gets to what 

we really need to ask instead of what we think is most important. 

 At least we’d be asking sincerely, right? We really want to know what 

Jesus says about our lives, our experiences, our disappointments and 

celebrations. The groups and individuals who confronted Jesus with 

questions that last week in Jerusalem were looking for ways to trap him. 

They wanted to get him to say something that would turn the crowds 

against him or that they could use to charge him with crimes before the 

Roman officials. 

 After Jesus entered Jerusalem to great acclaim from many people—

and to opposition from some—he reclaimed the temple for its purpose of 

http://www.durantumc.org/
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connecting God and people, of witnessing to God’s purpose and desire to 

be with us. Then each day that week, he went into the temple courts and 

taught. Jesus, the master teacher, taught his disciples in the hearing of the 

people and the religious leaders. Like so often, he was training his followers 

and at the same time leaving an open invitation for others to follow him. 

This is a great opportunity for us to listen to him. 

 Much of the teaching Jesus does in this section is in response to 

challenges and questions from people who want to be rid of him because 

they see him as a threat to them and fear that he’ll stir people up so much 

that the Romans will crack down. The daily readings in Listen to Him include 

part of this larger temple teaching section in today’s reading. So let’s look 

at the encounters Jesus has with agents of the opposition and with some 

Sadducees. Then we’ll see Jesus turn the tables and question them. The 

section ends with Jesus exposing the hypocrisy, pride, and corruption of 

some of the religious leaders. 

 

The teachers of the law and the chief priests looked for a way to arrest 

him immediately, because they knew he had spoken this parable 

against them. But they were afraid of the people. 

     Keeping a close watch on him, they sent spies, who pretended to be 

sincere. They hoped to catch Jesus in something he said, so that they 

might hand him over to the power and authority of the governor. (Lk 

20:19-20) 

 

 One reason we know the Bible is God’s word is that it knows us so 

well. We see ourselves in it. It speaks to us where we are.  

 If you read a little bit ahead of where we are today, you’ll see the 

parable Jesus told. The teachers of the law, or scribes, and chief priests 

recognized themselves in the story. They knew Jesus told it against them, 

so they wanted to arrest him and put a stop to his teaching. But they were 

afraid of the people who held Jesus in high regard at this point. 

 Have you ever read or listened to the Bible and felt convicted by what 

it says? Or, you found comfort and encouragement for what you’re going 

through.  
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 Years ago, there was a publisher that made personalized children’s 

books. They would put the child’s name in the story. They were called “Me 

Books.” In some ways, the Bible is a “me book.” Of course, it’s primarily the 

“God book.” But we can identify with so many of the characters. We see 

ourselves in so much that happens. We hear ourselves addressed by God 

who is the center and guide of the story. That can encourage us. Or, like the 

scribes and priests, we can be threatened by it. So they sent spies to try and 

catch Jesus in something that could lead to his arrest. 

 

So the spies questioned him: “Teacher, we know that you speak and 

teach what is right, and that you do not show partiality but teach the 

way of God in accordance with the truth. Is it right for us to pay taxes 

to Caesar or not?” 

     He saw through their duplicity and said to them, “Show me a 

denarius. Whose image and inscription are on it?” 

     “Caesar’s,” they replied. 

     He said to them, “Then give back to Caesar what is Caesar’s, and to 

God what is God’s.” 

     They were unable to trap him in what he had said there in public. 

And astonished by his answer, they became silent. (21-26) 

 

 Notice how the spies who pretend to be honest flatter Jesus. What 

they say about him is true, but they don’t believe it. What’s the trap in their 

question about paying tribute to the Roman emperor? The Romans were 

occupying Israel. They had a military presence there to enforce their rule 

and keep people in line. So when the Jews paid this tax it reminded them 

that they were under the rule of a foreign power. Also, the coin not only 

had Caesar’s image on it, but also an inscription that described Caesar as 

the divine son and savior. For Jewish people, that amounted to idolatry. 

 If Jesus says to pay the tax, he’ll seem to be supporting the Romans 

and lose popular support among the Jewish people. If he says not to pay 

the tax, he could be branded a rebel against Rome and that’d be enough to 

get him arrested and handed over to Roman authorities. In fact, Jesus will 

be accused of something like this just a few days later. 
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 But Jesus not only avoids the trap; he springs it back on the ones who 

tried to catch him. First, he asks them to show him the coin. Interesting that 

these agents of the temple authority have this idolatrous coin on them. 

Then he asks whose image and inscription are on it. They answer, 

“Caesar’s.” 

 Jesus tells them, “Then give back to Caesar what is Caesar’s.” The coin 

has his image on it. Return it to him. 

 Then he says, “And give back to God what is God’s.” What does that 

mean? Well, what has God’s image? You do! I do! So what do we give back 

to God? Ourselves.  

 What’s most important is that we give ourselves to God, that we be 

dedicated to the Lord, that we belong to him. A while back I mentioned the 

difference between “help me” prayers and “have me” prayers. We need 

both. We rely on the Lord and so we call on him to help us at all times. In 

these days we’re probably all praying a lot of help us prayers. I’ve had some 

nights struggling with pain when that’s about all I could pray. But we’re also 

called to belong to the Lord, so we surrender to him and ask him to “have 

me.” Let me be yours. This season of shut down and isolation can be an 

opportunity for us to seek the Lord, to examine our hearts and recommit 

ourselves to him. 

  

Some of the Sadducees, who say there is no resurrection, came to Jesus 

with a question. “Teacher,” they said, “Moses wrote for us that if a 

man’s brother dies and leaves a wife but no children, the man must 

marry the widow and raise up offspring for his brother. Now there were 

seven brothers. The first one married a woman and died childless. The 

second and then the third married her, and in the same way the seven 

died, leaving no children. Finally, the woman died too. Now then, at the 

resurrection whose wife will she be, since the seven were married to 

her?” 

     Jesus replied, “The people of this age marry and are given in 

marriage. But those who are considered worthy of taking part in the 

age to come and in the resurrection from the dead will neither marry 

nor be given in marriage, and they can no longer die; for they are like 
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the angels. They are God’s children, since they are children of the 

resurrection. But in the account of the burning bush, even Moses 

showed that the dead rise, for he calls the Lord ‘the God of Abraham, 

and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.’ He is not the God of the 

dead, but of the living, for to him all are alive.” 

     Some of the teachers of the law responded, “Well said, teacher!” And 

no one dared to ask him any more questions. (27-40) 

 

 The Sadducees were the upper ruling class in Judea. The high priests 

came out of this group. They tended to respond to the Roman occupation 

with a “go along to get along” attitude. They figured it was better to 

compromise with the Romans to some degree in order to keep the temple 

and its system of worship.  

 Sadducees held that only the first five books of the Bible were 

authoritative. And Luke mentions that they said there is no resurrection. By 

this time, most of the Jewish people believed that at the end, when God’s 

kingdom would come fully, there would be a resurrection at least of God’s 

people, possibly of all people. But the Sadducees didn’t believe this. As the 

old joke goes, that’s why they were “Sad-you-see.” 

 So they challenge Jesus in terms of this belief. There’s also some 

underlying stuff here about the authority of Moses and of Scripture and 

how to interpret it. They present a ridiculous scenario to Jesus about a 

woman who was married to seven brothers in succession. Thinking they 

had Jesus on the ropes, they asked, “Now, in the ‘resurrection’ whose wife 

will she be?” 

 Jesus corrects their notion of resurrection and he shows that this 

belief has roots in the books of the Bible that the Sadducees held to. He 

says that in this age people marry. But in the new world of resurrection 

people don’t marry and they don’t die. In that respect, they’re like angels. 

We don’t become angels, but we’ll be immortal like angels when we’re 

raised to live forever.  

 Then Jesus goes to Exodus, the account of the burning bush, where 

Moses was called by God. Moses calls the Lord “the God of Abraham, and 

the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” Those patriarchs were long dead 
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when Moses said this. But Jesus says that they’re alive to God because he’s 

the God of the living, not the dead. 

 The patriarchs are alive to God now and will be alive to him forever 

after the final resurrection. People of faith we’ve known are alive to God 

now and will be forever following the final resurrection when Jesus returns 

in glory. 

 Some scribes complimented Jesus on this answer. They agreed with 

him and not the Sadducees on this point. And then no one dared ask Jesus 

any more questions. He’s silenced his adversaries. 

 Now Jesus has a question of his own. 

 

Then Jesus said to them, “Why is it said that the Messiah is the son of 

David? David himself declares in the Book of Psalms: 

“‘The Lord said to my Lord: 

    “Sit at my right hand 

until I make your enemies 

    a footstool for your feet.”’ 

David calls him ‘Lord.’ How then can he be his son?” (41-44) 

 

 The Jewish people looked for God to send them a ruler, to raise up a 

ruler for them who would deliver them from oppression and restore Israel 

to be like it was in the glory days of King David and King Solomon. This 

king of Israel would be a descendant of David’s. So one of the titles of the 

Messiah was “Son of David.” And Jesus has been called Son of David by 

various people—and he didn’t challenge that. But now he points out that 

Messiah means something more than David’s descendant. Referring to 

Psalm 110, he says that David calls the Messiah, “Lord.” So if he’s David’s 

Lord, how can he be David’s son? 

 The Lord God speaks to and exalts the ruler, the Messiah, who is also 

called Lord. Jesus fulfills this. He is Lord. Here’s another strong hint that 

Jesus is God. And another reason we need to listen to him. What does he 

say to us? He tells us about God’s plan and purpose to save. He calls us to 

give ourselves to God. Jesus is the best interpreter of Scripture. He has the 
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authority to tell us what it means and how to live it. Through him we can be 

worthy to take part in the age to come and the resurrection from the dead.  

 Now Jesus teaches us what’s important and tells us some things to 

avoid. 

 

While all the people were listening, Jesus said to his disciples, “Beware 

of the teachers of the law. They like to walk around in flowing robes 

and love to be greeted with respect in the marketplaces and have the 

most important seats in the synagogues and the places of honor at 

banquets. They devour widows’ houses and for a show make lengthy 

prayers. These men will be punished most severely.”  

     As Jesus looked up, he saw the rich putting their gifts into the 

temple treasury. He also saw a poor widow put in two very small 

copper coins. “Truly I tell you,” he said, “this poor widow has put in 

more than all the others. All these people gave their gifts out of their 

wealth; but she out of her poverty put in all she had to live on.” (20:45-

21:4) 

 

 Jesus teaches his disciples in the hearing of all the people. We’re 

putting this message out where anyone can hear about following Jesus and 

know that they’re invited to follow him too. 

 Even though some scribes complimented him earlier, he’s not afraid 

to point out their failings. They like to parade around and get attention and 

be honored. Most of us like to be recognized and honored, but that’s not 

to be our goal. We need to seek human approval less and seek God’s 

approval more. 

 These scribes also “shamelessly cheat widows out of their property, 

and then, to cover up what kind of people they really are, they make long 

prayers in public” (20:47, New Living Translation). 

 Then as an illustration of that, Jesus watches people putting their gifts 

into the temple treasury. A poor widow put in all she had to live on. For a 

long time, I’ve seen this as Jesus commending the widow’s sacrifice. And 

that may still be here. But he’s also indicting the scribes and others who 

cheat widows out of their property for their own benefit. Jesus, the Lord 
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God with us, the master teacher, cares about the most vulnerable people in 

society. As his people who listen to him, we’re going to share his concern 

for people. 

 We know that just a few days after this time in the temple, Jesus will 

be betrayed, arrested, put through the motions of a trial, condemned, 

tortured, and executed. We know the end of the story, but let’s not hurry to 

get there. This week, let’s remember the suffering of Jesus, the disciples’ 

despair, the darkness of the tomb. Then we’ll be ready to receive what he 

did for us and ready to celebrate what comes next. 

 

 

“May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the 

fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all” (2 Corinthians 13:14). 


