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Online Worship 3/29/20  

 

Piano 

 

We’re scattered in many places, but we’re united in the Lord, in faith, in 

prayer. God connects us across the distance. In a different context, the 

apostle Paul wrote to Jesus followers in the city of Corinth: “Even though I 

am not physically present, I am with you in spirit” (1 Cor 5:3). We pray that 

even though we’re separated physically, God will allow us to be present 

with each other in spirit through God’s Holy Spirit who is with each of us. 

 

I hope you’re finding ways to stay in touch with people. Facebook and such 

is good. Send a text to let someone know you’re thinking of them. We can 

actually call each other on the phone and have conversations. Write a note 

or an email to someone. Let’s overcome the isolation we feel and let’s 

encourage each other. Be present to each other in some way. 

 

In worship, wherever or whenever we do it, we remind ourselves that God is 

present. And when God is with us, we find things we thought impossible 

start happening. Today, we’re talking about “Impossible for Us, But Possible 

for God.” 

 

Before we get into that, I want to share something with you. Have you seen 

this meme?  

 

I trust God and I wear my seat belt. 

I trust God and I use oven mitts with really hot dishes. 

I trust God and I lock my house at night. 

I trust God and I have smoke detectors in my house. 

I trust God and I take my prescribed medicines. 

I trust God and I will follow the best guidelines to share the task of 

flattening the curve. 

 

People of faith can be smart and act responsibly.  
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“Grace and peace to you from God our Father and from the Lord Jesus 

Christ” (Romans 1:7). 

 

One reason Christians repeat the Apostles’ Creed, or other creeds/ 

statements of faith, is to remind ourselves who God is and what we believe. 

And it’s not just reciting some old words. It can become prayer. A woman 

told me about a time when her adult son was in the hospital with a serious 

illness. Driving home, she cried and prayed all she knew to pray. Finally, she 

said, “I believe.” Then she said, “I believe in God.” Then, “I believe in God the 

Father Almighty.” She kept going through the Creed and it became her 

prayer. She found blessing and assurance that, no matter what happened to 

her son, everything would be all right. If you don’t know what to pray, let 

these ancient words of Christian faith help you: 

 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and 

earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered 

under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 

descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he 

ascended into heaven, is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 

the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

So we can pray the Creed. We can pray what’s in our hearts. Prayer’s not a 

fancy or eloquent speech. It’s telling God what we think, what we feel, what 

we want, what we’re grateful for, what we’re scared of. And God, who is 

present, hears our prayers, listens to us, and responds. And we eventually 

discover that all our praying is response to God. God’s already at work. We 

want to pray because God gives us that desire. And we pray to the God 
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who is able to do “above and beyond all that we ask or think according to 

the power that works in us— to him be glory in the church and in Christ 

Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. Amen” (Ephesians 3:20-21). 

 

We pray for everyone who’s infected and their families. We pray for all 

doctors, nurses, and other healthcare workers. We pray for those who jobs 

are on hold or gone due to the pandemic. We pray for all those who are 

finding ways to reach out and serve and help their neighbors and 

communities. We pray for students and their families as school buildings 

are closed. Northwest Heights Elementary is our church’s partner school 

this year and we want to lift up everyone there. We pray for churches trying 

to find ways to minister during this crisis. We pray for you, wherever you 

are and however you’re impacted these days. Thank you for your prayers. 

 

Jesus, Remember Me 

 

God of the impossible: we’re overwhelmed by all that’s happening in the 

world. We see how frail and needy we are. So we look to you. We hear your 

call to turn to you, to trust you, to receive grace and help and provision 

from you. We give up relying on our own strength and resources. We 

worship only you. You are the true and living God. You are able to do what 

we can’t do. So we ask you to help us. We pray for the people near us, the 

people we know, that you would touch them and give them grace and help. 

We pray for all those who suffer that they would know your mercy and 

strength. We pray for leaders and researchers and caregivers that they’ll 

have your strength and wisdom. We pray for everyone who is afraid—and 

that includes us, at least some of the time. We not only pray that you would 

help us, but that you would have us. We want to be your people who know 

you, who are committed to you, who follow you. Give us faith to see that 

you’re bigger than a pandemic. You’re greater than we can imagine. May 

we see your greatness in the love and care and compassion you show to us 

and through us. In Jesus’ name. And we pray together the prayer he gave 

us: 
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Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give 

us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

I want to remind you to give because it’s part of Christian discipleship. And, 

because your giving supports ministry that helps people locally, across the 

state, and around the world. You can give online: go to www.durantumc.org 

and click on Online Giving. Or you can give by text: Text FUMCDURANT to 

73256. Of course, you can mail a check: First UMC, PO Box 518 Durant OK  

74702. Thank you. 

 

Song 

 

 

Impossible for Us, But Possible for God 

Luke 18:18-30 

John Breon 

 

 As we continue our journey with Jesus and try to listen to him, it 

seems like we’re bouncing back and forth between affirming, encouraging 

words of Jesus and challenging, difficult words of Jesus. What Jesus says in 

this encounter with a certain ruler falls in the difficult and challenging 

category. 

 Some weeks ago, when I was looking through the book Listen to Him, 

I saw this text would be this week. I knew then it would be hard to hear, but 

I had no idea the situation we’d be in today. It seems like this account of 

the ruler and Jesus isn’t really relevant in these days of COVID-19, 

sheltering at home, social distancing, essential and non-essential 

businesses. What about our fear and anxiety? How does this Scripture 

speak to us now? 

http://www.durantumc.org/
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 Of course, I could have changed what text I would preach on. But I 

can be stubborn and set in my ways. So I decided to stick with the selected 

Scripture and see if we can’t squeeze some meaning out of it for us today. 

And with the focus on what Jesus says in verses 26-27, I believe we can be 

encouraged and have hope: “What is impossible for people is possible for 

God.” Impossible for us, but possible for God. God can do what we can’t. 

Let’s see what leads up to Jesus saying this. Then we’ll explore what’s 

impossible with us, but possible for God. 

 The man who approaches Jesus here is usually called “the rich young 

ruler.” Mark’s Gospel simply calls him a man. Matthew tells us he’s a young 

man. Luke gives the detail that he’s a ruler. What does he rule? Well, leaders 

of synagogues were called rulers. And that seems to fit this man.  

 He addresses Jesus, “Good teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal 

life?” That’s a good question. Eternal life, the life of the age to come, life in 

God’s kingdom is vital. It’s the life that’s really life. But do you have to do 

something to receive an inheritance? An inheritance is a gift. So we already 

see a flaw in the man’s thinking. 

 But Jesus responds in an unexpected way. “Why do you call me 

good? Only God is good.” The man comes from a culture where you flatter 

someone and expect them to flatter you back. People would trade titles 

and compliments, seeking honor from each other. Maybe he calls Jesus 

“good,” expecting that Jesus will honor him with some kind of affirmation. 

 But Jesus doesn’t play that game. He’s not interested in titles and 

social climbing and comparisons with others.  

 Still, there’s something more to Jesus’ response. He doesn’t back 

away from a compliment, but he leans into a confession. He’s not saying 

the ruler went too far; he’s inviting him to go farther. If only God is good, 

Jesus isn’t saying he’s not good—he’s saying that he’s God. Will the ruler be 

willing to acknowledge that Jesus is the Son of God, the Lord, the one 

whose kingdom has no end? Will we see that Jesus is God with us? 

 Of course, Jesus is also a good teacher. Sometimes we hear people 

say that Jesus was only a good teacher. And that’s frustrating because we 

want to proclaim him as Lord and God. But I wonder if sometimes Jesus 

gets frustrated with us when we say he’s God but then act like he’s not a 
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good teacher. We ignore or downplay what he says instead of listening to 

him. But if Jesus is God with us, he’s the best teacher. He’s the wisest 

person ever. He knows what he’s talking about. The words he said so long 

ago still speak to us. This why we listen to him. 

 Jesus points the ruler to the Ten Commandments. But he only lists 

some of them—from the second half of the commandments. The Ten 

Commandments fall into two sections. The first relates us to God. They 

show what loving God means. The second section relates us to each other. 

These commandments are about how we love our neighbor.  

 Then, it’s interesting that Jesus puts “honor your father and your 

mother” at the end of the list. That’s out of sequence. Someone has said 

Jesus puts that one at the end for emphasis. Maybe part of this man’s 

problem was that he failed to honor his parents. There was a tradition at 

the time that said if someone declared their money or property “Dedicated 

to God,” they didn’t have to use it to help their aging parents. They didn’t 

have to honor their parents with what they had. Jesus told some Pharisees 

and scribes that by doing this they were setting aside God’s word for the 

sake of their tradition (Matthew 15:1-6). 

 Maybe we can imagine this rich ruler claiming that tradition and 

clinging to his wealth instead of honoring his parents by helping them. By 

putting this commandment at the end of the list, Jesus may have been 

touching on a sore spot in the man’s conscience.  

 We don’t know that. It’s just interesting to imagine. And that can lead 

us to look at what we cling to, what we keep for ourselves and refuse to 

share with others. Who do we fail to help, to bless, to honor when we 

accumulate and hoard? 

 Also, by talking about the commandments that deal with loving our 

neighbor, Jesus challenges us to think about our relationship with God. We 

can assume we’re in right relationship with God. It’s internal and personal. 

But when we see that our relationship with God is expressed through our 

relationship with others, we have to step back and take another look. Do I 

love God? Of course. Do I love my neighbor? Well, which neighbor are you 

talking about? 
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 How do we love our neighbors in this time? How do we show 

compassion and care when we can’t be with people? Some of you are 

working on getting food delivered to vulnerable people. Teachers are 

connecting with students and parents through social media. Healthcare 

providers are still doing their jobs taking care of people. We trust that 

researchers are working to develop ways to treat COVID-19. Are there 

people you could call on the phone and check on them? A conversation like 

that could mean a lot to a lonely person. What other ways are you finding 

to connect, to care, to love your neighbor? 

 The ruler says he’s kept all those commandments all his life. And we 

can probably believe him. But what about some other commandments 

Jesus doesn’t mention? He doesn’t mention the one that says, “Do not 

covet.” He doesn’t talk about the ones that prohibit idolatry. But he does 

tell the man, “There’s still one thing lacking. Sell what you have and give to 

the poor. Then you’ll have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.” 

 There’s just one thing, Jesus says. But the one thing Jesus requires is 

everything. That seems harsh. It seems to be too much. Surely Jesus doesn’t 

require that of us. But to follow Jesus means to do what he tells us to do, to 

go where he tells us to go. To listen to him. And there’s no way we can do 

this on our own. It’s one of the things that are impossible for people. So 

Jesus includes a call to follow him in this challenge. Following Jesus, being 

with Jesus, knowing him is worth more than anything. We discover that 

when we step away from what we cling to and start walking with Jesus. 

 This calls for reckless love for God above everything else. Jesus 

doesn’t mention the first four commandments that deal with love for God. 

Maybe because this challenge to the ruler is a test of ultimate love and 

loyalty. Idolatry is misdirected love and misplaced loyalty. He became very 

sad because he was very rich. His first love was put to the test. He’d rather 

walk away from Jesus than walk away from his wealth.  

 The crisis of having to make a decision about what Jesus says 

challenged the ruler to decide what was really important to him. Times of 

crisis challenge us to decide what matters most. I remember a story about 

some missionaries years ago who were being expelled from the country 

where they had been serving. The government told them that what they 
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took with them could weigh only a certain number of pounds. Like, two 

hundred pounds. So they went through their possessions carefully. What 

about these books? I have to have my typewriter. These mementos are 

important. They put things on the scale, then took some off until their stuff 

weighed two hundred pounds. They said, “There. Exactly two hundred 

pounds.” The soldiers asked, “Did you weigh your kids?” “Well, no.” “Weigh 

the kids.” And suddenly books and mementos and typewriter and all 

became trash (Fred Craddock, Craddock Stories). What’s really important?  

 Still looking at the rich ruler, Jesus talks about how hard it is for those 

who have wealth to enter God’s kingdom. A camel could get through the 

eye of a needle easier than a rich person can enter the kingdom of God. 

This is not just about getting into heaven. It’s about entering life with God 

now, submitting to God’s will now, joining Jesus on the journey now, 

participating in kingdom life now—and forever. Wealth makes it hard to do 

that. 

 This challenged the way most people thought in those days. The idea 

was that the more wealth you had, the more you were blessed by God. If 

anybody got into God’s kingdom, it was the rich. Jesus overturns that idea. 

 Some of those listening asked, “Who than can be saved?” If the 

people we thought were blessed by God can’t get in, then who can?” This 

sets up Jesus’ saying, “What is impossible for people is possible for God.”  

 A rich man whose wealth had captured his heart giving it up to follow 

Jesus and be part of God’s kingdom? Impossible, we say. But Jesus says, 

with God it can happen. 

 Abraham and Sarah, an elderly couple who have been childless for 

years. They’re going to have a baby? “Impossible,” Sarah laughed. But the 

answer came, “Is anything too hard for the LORD?” (Genesis 18:10-14). 

 The people of Israel, escaping from Egypt, trapped between the 

Egyptian army and the sea. Impossible! But Moses said, “Do not be afraid. 

Stand firm and you will see the deliverance the LORD will bring you today” 

(Exodus 14:13).  

 Again and again in the story of Israel, we see the people facing 

impossible challenges. And then we see God delivering them, helping them, 

providing for them.  
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 Another elderly couple, Zechariah and Elizabeth, are promised a son 

after years of being childless. Impossible! But they became the parents of 

John the Baptist. 

 Mary, a young girl, a virgin, hears the promise that she would be the 

mother of the Messiah. Impossible! How can this be? The angel answered 

her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High 

will overshadow you. Therefore, the holy one to be born will be called the 

Son of God. And consider your relative Elizabeth—even she has conceived a 

son in her old age, and this is the sixth month for her who was called 

childless. For nothing will be impossible with God” (Luke 1:35-37). 

 All through Jesus’ ministry, his disciples saw him do what seemed 

impossible. Healing the sick, driving out demons, calming storms, bringing 

dead people to life, forgiving sins, teaching with authority. But then he was 

betrayed, arrested, tortured, executed, and buried in a borrowed tomb. He 

had said he was the life, but he was dead. He had said he was the light, but 

his tomb was as dark as anyone’s. He had said he was the way, but this 

seemed to be the end of the road. He was their Master, their Teacher, their 

Friend. He was their hope and now he was gone. He’d told them he would 

die and rise again. But they didn’t understand what he meant. That was 

impossible. 

 But very early in the morning on the first day of the week, the women 

went to his tomb. They found the stone rolled away but they did not find 

the body of Jesus. Men in gleaming clothes told them, “He is not here. He 

has risen!” (Lk 24:1-5). 

 “He was crucified, died and was buried. He descended to the dead.” 

An impossible situation. 

 But, “on the third day he rose again.” Lord of the impossible. The Lord 

who’s able to get through to us, to reach us, to enter our impossible 

situations and bring healing, power, love, grace, deliverance, salvation, 

eternal life, the kingdom of God. 

 Putting a stop to a virus spreading across the world? “What is 

impossible for people is possible for God!” 

 Filling our loneliness and isolation? “What’s impossible for people is 

possible for God!” 
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 Making us care about each other instead of being selfish? “What’s 

impossible for people is possible for God!” 

 Coping with your pain, your suffering, your loss? “What’s impossible 

for people is possible for God!” 

 Healing broken relationships? “What’s impossible for people is 

possible for God!” 

 Renewing all creation and resurrecting his people for life with him 

forever? Impossible? “What’s impossible for people is possible for God!” 

 What impossibility do you face? Where do you just not see a way 

out? What people do you think it’s impossible to deal with? What situation 

has you so discouraged you don’t think you can go on? “What’s impossible 

for people is possible for God!” 

 Will we listen to Jesus and trust him? Will we give up our way and go 

with him his way? Will we let him purify our hearts of any idols, deliver us 

from desires and possessions that cling to us? Will we dare to believe that 

what’s impossible for us is possible for God? 

 

Lord, we want to proclaim that nothing is impossible for you. We want to 

believe that and trust you completely. It’s hard, though. Some of the things 

we thought you would do haven’t happened yet. Help us trust your timing 

as much as your power. We struggle to know what our responsibility is. 

What actions do you expect us to take? How do you want us to think for 

ourselves? Please give us the balance of giving all to you and still acting 

with the freedom and responsibility you entrust to us. Mostly, though, 

increase our confidence in you, deepen our trust in you, increase our love 

for you and each other, expand our hope that you will do what you 

promise. 

 

As we disconnect from this worship service, let’s find other ways to connect. 

Remind someone that you’re thinking about them and praying for them, 

that they’re not alone. 

 

Now may the God of peace, who through the blood of the eternal 

covenant brought back from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great 
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Shepherd of the sheep, equip you with everything good for doing his 

will, and may he work in us what is pleasing to him, through Jesus 

Christ, to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen. (Hebrews 13:20-21) 


