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Born to Be Generous 

John 3:16; Genesis 1:27 

John Breon 

 

 We’re starting a series on generosity. Today we’re talking about how 

we’re born to be generous. Can you believe you were designed and created 

for generosity? What does it do for you to realize you were born to be 

generous? 

 Why do we say this? What’s our reason for believing that being 

generous is part of who we are, or who we’re intended to be? We start with 

God. We look at God’s character and nature that he’s made known. John 

3:16 is a famous Bible reference. I read about an NFL player who added 

“John 3:16” when he signed autographs. He gave an autograph to a kid one 

day. Later, at about a quarter after three, the kid showed up again. The 

player asked what he wanted, and the kid said, “You said I could meet John  

   (another player on the team) at 3:16 today.” We can’t assume 

people know what we’re talking about when we use Christian lingo. 

 Let’s listen again to verse 16 of chapter three of the Gospel according 

to John in the New Testament of the Bible. 

 

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that 

whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 

 

This is how God loved the world: he gave his Son to provide rescue and life 

for anyone who would trust him. 

 As we’re thinking about being generous, notice that God loved and 

gave. God expressed love by giving. We see God’s loving and generous 

nature here.  

 Then we connect that with Genesis 1:27. 

 

So God created human beings in his own image, in the image of God 

he created them; male and female he created them. (TNIV) 
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So we see that humans were originally created in God’s image. We were 

made to know God and be like God and represent God. We’re created in 

the image of the loving and generous God we see in Jesus. Loving and 

being generous are part of what we’re made for. This is why we say we’re 

born to be generous. 

 All week, as think about that, I’ve sung in my mind, “Born to be 

generous.” That’s probably better than being “born to be wild”—though I 

guess you could be wild in your generosity! 

 How does God love and give? And how do we love and give God’s 

way? I heard a good definition of love recently. It reminds us that love is 

not just a feeling, but it’s a choice, an attitude, an action. “Love is a well-

reasoned concern for the well-being of everyone involved” (Richard Foster, 

Renovaré Podcast on the Compassionate Life). For God, everyone involved 

is the whole world. For us, we learn to love this way in particular situations. 

 The Bible tells the story of God’s love. Out of love, God creates a 

universe, including this world and us. God longs to be with and to walk with 

people. Even after humans turn away from God, he keeps calling to us and 

seeking us. God chooses one family to bless so they will grow into a nation 

that would share God’s blessing with all peoples. When God gave his Son 

to come in the flesh, as a human being, he was born in that nation. Jesus 

loved people in practical ways. He announced that God’s kingdom is here. 

He taught people the ways of God. He healed people who were ill. He 

delivered people from the forces of evil. He welcomed and included people 

who were outcasts. He touched people no one else would touch. He taught 

that God’s greatest commandments are to love God and to love your 

neighbor as yourself. He allowed himself to be arrested, tortured, and killed 

on a cross. As he hung on the cross, he prayed, “Father, forgive them, for 

they know not what they do” (Luke 23:34). He died to show God’s love and 

extend God’s love to us all.  

 After God raised Jesus from the dead, he sent the Holy Spirit to unite 

us in love, to fill us with love, to empower us to love one another. The Spirit 

creates the community of Jesus’ followers—the church—to love one 

another and to show God’s love to the world. 
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 How does God give? What does God give? Well, God gives life. God’s 

the creator and source of life and of all goodness, beauty, and truth. Again, 

you can go through the Bible and see examples of God’s provision, giving, 

generosity. After Adam and Eve sinned and became exposed to dangers in 

the world, God gave them animal skins to cover themselves. God gave 

Abraham and Sarah a son. God gave the people of Israel freedom from 

slavery. As they traveled in the desert, God gave them food and water, 

direction and protection. God gave them a land of their own. 

 The Psalms celebrate God’s generosity. Here are examples: 

 

The LORD gives strength to his people; the LORD blesses his people 

with peace. (29:11) 

 

They feast on the abundance of your house; you give them drink from 

your river of delights. (36:8) 

 

Take delight in the LORD, and he will give you the desires of your 

heart. (37:4) 

 

 God gave his Son. God gives us his Spirit. God is the Father of lights 

who gives every good and perfect gift (James 1:17).  

 How do you experience God’s love and generosity? What reminders 

of God’s love have you seen recently? What good gifts has God given you? 

Can we recognize God’s loving generosity to us and thank him? 

 This loving and generous God is the one who made us in his image. 

So we’re designed to be loving and generous. But there’s a problem, isn’t 

there? We’re not always loving. We’re not as generous as we’re made to be. 

Instead of trusting God’s abundance, we live with a mindset of scarcity. 

Instead of loving, we often don’t care. You know, the opposite of love isn’t 

hate, but apathy—not caring. Instead of giving generously, we hold onto 

what we have, thinking we’re the source of what we have. We find our 

security not in the Lord, but in money and stuff. 

 We’re infected with a disease. Our study guide for this series calls it 

“affluenza.” That’s a mashup of affluence and influenza. Affluence is wealth 
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or prosperity. Influenza is a virus and the illness it causes. Wealth and 

prosperity aren’t bad in themselves. But when that’s the focus of our lives, 

when pursuing and holding wealth is what we’re all about, it becomes a 

sickness. The definition our book gives is this: 

 

Affluenza (noun): the unhealthy and unwelcome psychological and 

social effects of affluence regarded especially as a widespread societal 

problem: such as extreme materialism and consumerism associated 

with the pursuit of wealth and success and resulting in a life of 

chronic dissatisfaction, debt, overwork, stress, and impaired 

relationships. (The Generosity Challenge 16) 

 

 A simpler description is the old line about spending money you don’t 

have on things you don’t want to impress people you don’t like. 

 There’s a story in our devotional book that makes the point. Clif 

Christopher tells about going on a fishing trip where he was determined to 

be the master of the fish. He was determined to catch more fish and bigger 

fish than his colleagues. That would make his day. 

 He cast into a small cove and began to work the lure back toward the 

boat. Suddenly, a fish exploded out of the water and the fight was on. Clif 

says that this was the one he needed to outdo the others on the trip. He 

finally got the fish to the boat. He had conquered it. Then, as he swung it 

around to take out the hook, the fish flopped violently and drove part of 

the treble hook into Clif’s thigh. Every time the fish flopped, blood would 

run, and pain shot up Clif’s leg. What was the Master of Fish to do now? 

 He realized he couldn’t control the hook while the fish was attached. 

So he unhooked the fish and discarded it. Then he could take care of the 

mess he was in. Gritting his teeth, he removed the hook from his leg and 

fell back on the boat, exhausted and defeated. Clif concludes: 

 

In my furious pursuit to get the fish, the fish wound up getting me! 

The world is constantly promising us that if we can only get more 

money, more fame, or more control, then we will be free. These 

things then quickly become our master. It is only when we learn how 
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to disengage from our stuff that we become truly free to serve the 

One who created us. Generosity gives freedom and new life. Unhook 

yourself today! (A Generous Life 20) 

 

 There’s a story in the Bible about a man who was hooked by his 

wealth and couldn’t get free—or wouldn’t get free. We know him as the 

Rich Young Ruler. He came to Jesus with a good question: “What must I do 

to inherit eternal life?” Jesus pointed him to the second half of the ten 

commandments, the ones that have to do with relating to other people. 

The man said he had kept them all since he was a child. Then Jesus 

identified the hook, the thing that was holding this man back from God’s 

kingdom. “One thing you lack. Go, sell everything you have and give to the 

poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.” The 

man went away sad, because he had great wealth (Mark 10:17-22). 

 One time in a Bible study, we read this passage. One of the people in 

the study was troubled by the story of the rich man and Jesus. And I let 

them off the hook too quickly, too easily. Instead of struggling with the 

story and what it might mean for us, I explained away the difficulty and 

reassured the people in the study that they were all right.  

 But let’s not rush to relieve the tension or pain this story may cause 

us. What has you hooked? What did you think you were catching or 

acquiring that really captured you? Do you have the affluenza virus? 

 The good news is that there’s a cure, there’s a way to get free from 

the stuff that holds us. The cure and the freedom come from God who 

loves us and is generous to us. God loved and gave his Son. In Jesus, God 

gives himself. God doesn’t remain distant and removed from life in this 

world. He gets in here with us and shows us what he intended life to be 

like. He suffers with us and for us, he dies for us to provide the cure for sin, 

to set us free from bondage. God makes it possible for us to start being like 

him again, for us to be restored to his image. 

 Children often want to be like their parents. As children we often 

imitate our parents. We want to do what they do. We find ourselves acting 

like them. Even as adults, we sometimes find ourselves saying things our 

parents did or doing things they did. How much greater when we start 
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becoming like our heavenly Parent. When we grow in the image of our 

loving and generous God. 

 We have to be intentional about this. It takes courage and faith and 

commitment. But God offers help and direction to come back home to the 

loving and generous people we’re meant to be. This series guides us home 

with a GPS. Our journey is “Grounded in Gratitude,” “Revealed Through 

Prayer,” and “Sealed by Faith” (The Generosity Challenge 9). 

 Through this journey, we’ll start experiencing God’s abundance. 

Another story in the devotional book helps us see this. Lisa Greenwood tells 

about taking her ten-year-old daughter to a movie. The girl loved sour 

gummies, so Lisa bought her some from a candy bin. And Mom added a 

few extra because she likes them too. As the movie started, Lisa put out her 

hand for a sour gummy. Her daughter looked at her, clasped the bag and 

pulled it away. Lisa couldn’t believe it. She paid for the treat, she bought 

extra so there’d be plenty to share. Then it hit her: I do this every day with 

God. God provides abundant blessings. God always gives enough. And yet 

we approach life with a scarcity mind-set, as if we might run out of time, 

money, ideas, energy, love, whatever we need. We tend to think we never 

have enough. But a bag of sour gummies reminded Lisa about sufficiency 

and generosity. She concludes: “In God’s image, we are all born to be 

generous, but often the myth of scarcity compels us to hold tight to our 

stuff, like my daughter to her candy” (Generous Life 26). 

 The good news is that God is loving and generous and we’re created 

in God’s image. The bad news is we’re infected with a desire to acquire, to 

hold on to stuff and keep it for ourselves. Even to hold on to our own lives 

as if life isn’t a gift from God. The second good news is that God comes to 

us in Jesus to cure us and set us free, to restore us to the loving and 

generous image of God. He can fill our lives with his life and love and 

power. 

 Someone was telling about being in the grocery store. On the fruit 

juice aisle they saw a bottle of blueberry-pomegranate juice. The label said, 

“Blueberry Pomegranate,100% juice, all natural.” There was a picture on the 

label of a ripe pomegranate and of plump, perfect blueberries. But this 

person was someone who read ingredients lists. And the ingredients list on 
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this bottle said, “Filtered water, pear juice concentrate, apple juice 

concentrate, grape juice concentrate.” Finally, toward the end of the list of 

ingredients, after some mysterious “natural flavors,” came blueberry and 

pomegranate. 

 Food ingredients are listed in descending order of the amount in the 

product. So a product contains the greatest proportion of the first 

ingredient on the list and less and less of each ingredient farther down. So 

this bottle contained mostly water and other juices, with just enough 

blueberry and pomegranate for a little flavor and color. 

 The enticing pictures and clever labeling were decoys to sell a diluted, 

blueberry-pomegranate flavored product. The shopper put the bottle back 

on the shelf and left the store empty-handed. 

 What if we had an ingredient list printed on us? Would Jesus be the 

main ingredient? If not, how far down is he? Would our label accurately 

represent our content? Are we Jesus-flavored or Jesus-filled? (Erin Bunting, 

kyria.com; 

www.preachingtoday.com/illustrations/2009/november14111609.html, 

accessed 10/21/19).  

 Jesus is the image of God who loves and gives. Are we generosity-

flavored or generosity-filled?  

 

 Now what do we do in response to this message? If you don’t have 

the study guide and devotional book, be sure and get them before you 

leave today. Start the Week 2 readings today. Go back and review the 

“Generosity Assessment” in the first chapter. Prayerfully consider what God 

wants you to do. 

http://www.preachingtoday.com/illustrations/2009/november14111609.html

