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Pastor's Perspective
BY REV. NATHAN MATTOX

                          This is a big summer for me! It began with 
our first in person annual conference since 2019. It was good 
to connect with colleagues I hadn’t seen in a long time. Our 
Annual Conference, held at United Methodist Oklahoma City 
University, was themed “Rekindle the Gifts of God: Love, 
Power, and Self-Discipline.” The first full day of the 
conference (May 24) was held on Aldersgate Day which 
commemorates the time when John Wesley’s heart was 
strangely warmed. The conference included legislative 
business and ministry reports, but a vote on the 2023 budget 
will take place at a special called conference to be held in 
October. This year’s special annual conference offering went 
toward the Circle of Care Boys Ranch capital campaign. 
Funds will support four new homes, recreational development 
and improvements, infrastructure improvements, office 
renovation, and other improvements. The funding will help 
expand the ranch’s capacity to care for 24 children and 
teenagers at once. We are doing great things collectively as 
United Methodists in Oklahoma!

               The next week, I attended LEAD Camp at 
Crosspoint on Lake Texoma as an adult sponsor along with 
my son Wesley. This camp had a redesigned format this year. 
The new structure was based on “Learning Leadership: How 
to Develop Outstanding Teen Leadership Training Programs 
at Camp” by Michael Brandwein. The book, first published in 
2003, examines skill development as a core component of 
leadership development. This year’s camp focused on problem 
solving, teamwork, positive attitude, and relationships. I really 
enjoyed the opportunity to serve our conference youth and 
have a week at camp with my son in what might be the last 
summer that is realistically possible (He’ll be a senior next 
schoolyear.) 

               The following week, though I hadn’t at first planned 
to attend our Egan Sr. and Jr. High camp, a call went out for 
more adult male leaders, so I saw it as a great opportunity to 
lead alongside Jackie Horton, Lori Harmon, and Darren 
Johnson and have a week at camp with my stepdaughter and 
our other 14 youth who attended. I was a cabin counselor for 
our 7th grade boys, and a small group leader for 9th graders, 
and also led the morning Praise devotion. It was a great week, 
and I’m glad I went, even if I didn’t at first intend on it!
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           The following week, I attended Growing in Grace 
Camp along with Myranda and Madden and Rachel and 
Isabella Brewer and Darren Johnson and Brenden Schubert. 
We focused on “Partners in Creation” and really enjoyed 
giving some of the kids there their first taste of camp. Darren 
did a great job as camp dean. 
 I’m so thankful to the other adults who are giving their time 
to build relationships with our youth and children. Our camp 
experiences were blessed! 

               I’ll begin a new chapter of my educational life this 
summer with an orientation in the Practical Church 
Leadership program at Dakoata Wesleyan University. I’m 
fortunate to have been invited to apply by our United 
Methodist Foundation, which is funding my participation in 
the program by paying for travel and tuition. The program is 
largely online, but there are some times I’ll be meeting with 
the other students and my professors in person for a few days, 
either in South Dakota, or in other locations that are hosting 
in person sessions. This program should help me hone my 
skills to pastor this church, particularly in areas I don’t 
consider myself “naturally gifted.” If you’d like to check out 
more about that program, click here 
https://www.dwu.edu/online-adult-students/graduate- 
certificate-in-nonprofit-church-leadership/nonprofit-church- 
leadership-program

               After I complete this one year program, the credits 
I earn can be applied toward an MBA in Non-Profit 
Management that would also be completely funded by our 
Oklahoma United Methodist Foundation. Though I’ve never 
really considered getting an MBA, I figure it’d be a good 
investment of my time and energy. My friend, Rev. Matt 
Franks, who is about to move to Colorado from Tahlequah 
UMC, just finished the program and said it’s the best 
continuing education he’s every experienced. So, I’m glad to 
participate! 

               All this goes alongside a family vacation to St. 
Louis at the beginning of July (we’re going to watch the 
fireworks with the St. Louis arch in the foreground!) and my 
annual “guy’s fishing trip” to the White River with some of 
my old friends who like to trout fish. For a couple of Sundays 
that I won’t be in the pulpit, we’ll be led by our own Linda 
Tucker on July 3rd, and David Hayes on July 17th. I hope you 
have a fun summer! We’ll have a lot going on here at 
Meadowcreek, so don’t miss out!
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We are beginning our fleece collection early this summer.  
For the past three summers, individuals in our church have 

created fleece scarves and ear warmers for individuals in our 
community.  We put these scarves on the community 

Christmas tree each year along with small inexpensive toys, 
crocheted items, and Christmas cards.  

 
Our church family is filled with creative children of God.      

If you would like to help with this project in any way,     
please contact Linda Wilson at 918-779-5502.  

 
If you would like to contribute financially, you may earmark 
your check to Evangelism or place money in the envelope by 
our collection box in the Narthex.  Thank you in advance for 

your appreciated donations.  
 

"Therefore, my
dear brothers
and sisters,
stand firm. 
Let nothing 
move you. 

Always give
yourselves fully
to the work of

the Lord,
because you

know that your
labor in the Lord
is not in vain.”
1 CORINTHIANS 15:58 

Mark your calendars for the 

Collinsville 4th of July Parade 

on Saturday, July 2 at 9:00 am

Meadowcreek will be 

participating and 

we hope you’ll join us

The church van will leave at 

8:20 am if you would like a ride 

to the parade

 

We are collecting individually 

wrapped candy or monetary 

donations in the church narthex 

to pass out at the parade



Vacation Bible School 2022 will be July 10th thru 14th 
6:00 - 8:30 pm with dinner at 5:30 pm

 
The theme this year is “Food Truck Party!” On a Roll with God!        

So, sharpen your appetite and get ready 
for a great time experiencing God thru our children!  

 
Mark your calendars and sign you kids up today online at 

https://meadowcreek-umc.mycokesburyvbs.com/
 

Contact Darren for more info: darren.johnson.253@gmail.com 

Get ready to cook up some fun?
Inviting children entering Kindergarten through 5th grade to get on a roll with 

God as a parade of Food Trucks rolls into their neighborhood for the 
summer's biggest party!

 
This VBS invites children to pray as Jesus teaches us in Matthew 6:11; "Give us 

this day our daily bread." These words serve as a reminder that everything 
we have comes from God — and that it's by turning to God in prayer that all 
of our daily needs are met. At the center of the Food Truck Party is a special 
food truck called "On a Roll." Here, Kids (or "Chefs") will learn from the food 

truck's Top Chef, along with DJ Cupcake (an adorable cupcake puppet), about 
the Daily Specials (Daily Learnings), which are lines from the well-loved prayer 

that teaches us to turn to God to meet our needs.
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June 2022
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Camp Egan "2022" 
continued.....



Crosspoint Camp
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