
 

  

 

May 

2021 
 

 

Pastor:   

Rev. Nathan Mattox 

 

Administrative Council 

Chair:  Jeff Stumpff 
 

Lay Leader: 

David Hayes 
 

Trustee Chairperson: 

JR Ludewick /  

Ray Roberts 
 

Office Hours:   

Monday - Thursday  

 9:00 am - 3:00 pm 

Church Office Closed Friday 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

14205 East 146th St. North 

Collinsville, OK 74021 

(918) 371-3250 

 United Methodist Church  
 Newsletter  

UPDATE... 



 

2 

Dear Meadowcreek Family, 
 

 Some of you were in worship with us 
the last Sunday of April to hear that the Academy 
for Innovative Ministry awarded my “Building       
Blended Families” ministry action plan with a $5000 
grant for implementation. I plan to begin recruiting 
some blended families from within and outside the 
church to create a pilot group that will take shape 
this fall. I’d like to pencil in “Step-Family Day,”           
September 16, as a big celebration here at the 
church that will “get the ball rolling” on this program. 
My “Ministry Action Plan” is included in this             
newsletter if this is of particular interest to you.  

 
Building Blended Families is an Innovative 

Ministry that arises from my own experience as a 
divorced and remarried father of two children who is 
four years into blending a family with my spouse 
and her two children. Divorce is hard on parents 
and children. According to studies, and my own           
experience, remarriage and navigating a new           
stepfamily can be even harder. Most stepfamilies 
don’t survive. Census statistics show that between 
65-75% of second marriages with children involved 
end in divorce. There are strategies for success, but 
the statistics are overwhelming. Personally              
speaking, I know one thing that helps is having  
partners in the process.  

 
This ministry is an effort to collect a group of 

people from inside and outside the church who can 
say to each other, “I know what you’re going 
through.” It will be a network of support that can 
have a real effect on the record of failure for             
subsequent marriages simply by providing space  
for couples to connect with other couples who “get 
it.” Having a “3

rd
 space” to share successes,       

challenges, best practices, mentor, and learn will 
help the church reach out to a growing segment of 
the population to let them know that the church 
cares, and the church “knows what they’re going 
through.” Those 6 words create possibilities for  

families who are most likely experiencing strife. 
Building blended families grows us toward more  
family stability in our community and grows the 
church by communicating real care and concern for 
people who may otherwise assume they’re judged or 
unwelcome by the church.  

 
I envision a ministry that begins with a pilot 

group of blended families of various kinds meeting 
with a professional counselor who is also a “blended 
family mentor” who has been through it. That pilot 
group would experience the benefits of community, 
solidarity, and shared wisdom as we learn the helpful 
discussions, agenda, and events that would be of 
particular benefit to blended families in the first 4 
years of their new marriages. These are the critical 
years when blended families typically “make it or 
break it.” The pilot group would seed the creation of 
new support groups that are tailored to the different 
kinds of “blends” that exist among stepfamilies.  

 

The “big dream” of this project is that it           
becomes a widely recognized resource for meeting 
the needs of blended families much like “Griefshare” 
is for those surviving loss and grief, and AA and             
Celebrate Recovery are for those with substance 
abuse disorders. To help achieve this “dream,”           
the $5000 I have received from the Oklahoma            
Conference as a grant will be budgeted for the 
branding and publicity in order to create a             
recognizable program that can be implemented by 
leaders in other churches, professional consultation 
in creating and steering the curriculum and agenda, 
and childcare for the meeting times, or perhaps even 
the creation of a concurrent children’s program that 
would help children in blended families. If the United 
Methodist church, with its central theological focus of 
Grace, were to be involved in shaping a hospitable, 
community building, and affirming network of          
support, I believe it would help the UMC appeal to 
this growing segment of the population.  

   In Christ,  
Pastor Nathan 
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Vision/Strategic Objective 

Vision = Curbing the statistics of failure for second or subsequent marriages by building a network of support for step-families in the 
church. 

  

Strategic Objectives: Designing curriculum and structured time that will allow families an opportunity to share challenges, best practices, 
and celebrating successes together as a cohort of similar families. 

Vital Signs Lagging 
Indicators 

System & Strategy 
Leading Indicators 

Dates Owners 

Over summer 2021, 
pastor gathers 6-12 
interested church-
people to be core 
hospitality group. 
Agenda created  

sufficient to direct 
pilot group. 

System Step 1 Prepare: Gather a group of blended families within the church to be a 
cohort of hospitality and support for blended families outside the church. Research: 
Select or develop a curriculum and agenda for the Building Blended Families model to 
be implemented. Possibly consult with professional for the creation of agenda/
curriculum. 
  

  
9/4/21 

Nathan 
Mattox and  
Lay-person 

Stepfamily day will 
be a noticeable 
event at            
Meadowcreek.          
Goal for Facebook ad 
exposure-3000          
impressions. 

System Step 2: = Invite: Spread the word about “Building Blended Families” in the 
community through organic and paid publicity, beginning with a Launch Outdoor    
Festival on Stepfamily Day, Sept. 16 (actually Sat. following, Sept. 18) 
  
  

 
09/18/21 

Nathan 
Mattox and  
Layperson 

5-10 couples will sign 
up to be involved in 
pilot support group. 

System Step 3:  Implement: Recruit interested families to participate in a pilot group 
lasting a set period of time. (1-2 months to give overview, purpose for BBF) 
  

 
09/25-
10/31 

Leader-
ship team 

Each pilot participant 
couple ideally team-
ing up to seed 3 tai-
lored groups. 

System Step 4:  Replicate: Repeat process to multiply as pilot group becomes seedbed 
for volunteers for new groups that are more tailored to particular kinds of step-    
families (complex, with both spouses bringing children into marriage; simple, with one 
spouse bringing children into marriage; and combined, with children from outside the 
second marriage and from the second marriage. Groups will be in place in order to 
support families during more stressful occasions that are major holidays.  

 
11/21-
04/22 

Leadership 
team and  
pilot group 

Context 

Our current reality is that 2/3 of second marriages end in divorce, and ¾ of second marriages with children in the household end in        
divorce. Often, the church is suspected of sitting in judgment over second marriages rather than being sources of love and support. In my 
context in Collinsville, with 25,000 people in my zip code, we could positively impact as many as 14,000 people who could fit into the    
category of blended families. 
  

Mission 

Building Blended Families will offer a network of support to parents and children in blended families by offering a safe place where people 
in a natural cohort can exchange ideas, share stories, and learn together from mentors who have “been in their shoes” and have training 
to facilitate productive conversation. While doing so, the image of the church as a place of grace and help will be more evident to people 
outside the church who may otherwise suspect that they would be judged or unwelcome by the church. 

  

Values 

 Values: Gracious Welcome: Essential for building trust among people outside the church. 
Civil Conversation: Viewpoints and challenges will be shared in a “safe space.” 
Meaningful Relationships: As people share their thoughts and challenges, relationships will develop that will  reinforce the  dynamic of the 
group. 
 

Life Changing Participation: People engaging in Building Blended Families will discern a real and felt change in their family  dynamic as a 
result.   

MAP Point Person 
Rev. Nathan Mattox 

MAP Title & Team Type 
Building Blended Families 

Building Blended Families 
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Please join us for fellowship and delicious fish, 

fries, hushpuppies this Sunday, May 2 after worship! 

 

Bring your favorite sides and desserts!   

 

All donations will help families with church camp 

for children & youth! 

MAY 
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Graduation Recognition Sunday, May 16th 

 

Church Family it's that time of year again and we want to recognize 

all Graduates from High School and College here at MUMC.               

We need information from the graduate like: Who you are?             

What are your future plans?   When are you graduating?               

Where are you graduating from?  And don’t forget your           

picture! 

 

Please email the above requested information and picture to Marsha 

in our church office at meadowcreekumc@meadowcreekumc.org or 

give her a call at  918-371-3250.   
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Meadowcreek 

Children & Youth  
                          doin’s  

(by Darren Johnson) 

 

 Camp Egan Information below.  Please contact Darren Johnson at the phone number or   
   email listed below  if you would like your child(ren) to participate.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 Vacation Bible School will be July 25-29, from 6:00—8:30 pm (Sun-Thurs) 
   This years theme is Knights of Northcastle! 
 
Join our Youth Group on Sunday nights from 4:00 to 6:00 pm.  Contact Darren 
Johnson at darren.johnson.253@gmail.com or 918-695-7290. 
 
The children and youth families in our church communicate thru an app called 
GroupMe.  If you would like to be a part of this community, please let me know 
and I can get you signed up. You do not need the app to join the group; it will 
send you texts instead. May God  continue to bless our children and our church. 

 
Grace and Peace, 
Darren Johnson, Children and Youth Ministries Director 

Grade Camp Egan Date 

1st-2nd Sonshine  June 26-27 

3rd-4th Growin’ In Grace   June 21-23 

5th-6th 5th and 6th Grade Camp  June 21-25 

6th-8th Journey   June 2-6 

9th-Grad Egan Sr. High  June 7-11 

7th-8th Egan Jr. High  June 14-18 

mailto:darren.johnson.253@gmail.com
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Our Survivor Tree Planting Dedication directly followed our worship  
service on April 25, 2021.   
  
We planted a seedling from  the Survivor Tree from the Oklahoma City 
National  Memorial and Museum.  
            
This special tree was provided to us by Don & Yvonne Clark and           
Family.  Don lost his sister in the Murrah Bombing  tragedy April 19, 
1995.  Thank you Clark Family for such a meaningful gift to our church! 

Pastor Nathan Mattox, and  
Don & Yvonne Clark  

and family  
April 25, 2021 
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May 2021 

 If your birthday does not appear on this list of church members, please contact the church office, and we’ll be sure to add you to the list for next year! 

     
May 

Wilson Rubottom May 1 
Cheynne Brewer  May 2 
Ann Phillips May 11 
David Hayes May 12 
Mike Sanford May 13 
Ron Hall  May 16 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
       1 

 
2 
 9:00 AM Sunday School 
 10:00 AM  IN-PERSON Service 
 10:00 AM  Live Online Service   

https://www.facebook.com/
meadowcreekumc.org 

 FISH FRY After Worship  
 4:00 PM Trustees Meeting 
 4:00 PM YOUTH 

3 
 
6:30 Boy Scouts 
 
 

4 
 
 

5 
 
9:30 am Prayer Group 
 
6:30 pm Worship Team 
Practice 

6 
 

7 
 

8 
 

9 MOTHER’S DAY 
 9:00 AM Sunday School 
 10:00 AM  IN-PERSON Service 
 10:00 AM  Live Online Service   

https://www.facebook.com/
meadowcreekumc.org 

 

 4:00 PM YOUTH 
 

10 
 
6:30 Boy Scouts 
 
 

11 
 
 
 
 

12 
 
9:30 am Prayer Group 
 
6:30 pm Worship Team 
Practice 

13 
 
 

14 
 

15 
 

16 
 9:00 AM Sunday School 
 Graduation Recognition  
 10:00 AM  IN-PERSON Service 
 10:00 AM  Live Online Service   

https://www.facebook.com/
meadowcreekumc.org 

 2:00 pm Collinsville Baccalaureate  
 

 4:00 PM YOUTH 
 

17 
 
6:30 Boy Scouts 
 

18 
 
 
 

19 
 
9:30 am Prayer Group 
 
6:30 pm Worship Team 
Practice 

20 
 
7:00 pm Finance Mtg.  

21 
 
7PM  
Collinsville  
Graduation at 
Union UMAC 
Multi Purpose 
Center 

22 
 

23 PENTECOST SUNDAY    
    WEAR RED 
 9:00 AM Sunday School 
 10:00 AM  IN-PERSON Service 
 10:00 AM  Live Online Service   

https://www.facebook.com/
meadowcreekumc.org 

 

4:00 PM YOUTH 

 24 25 
 

 26 
 
9:30 am Prayer Group 
 
6:30 pm Worship Team 
Practice 
 
 

 27 
 

 28 
 

 29 
 

30   
 9:00 AM Sunday School 
 Guest Preacher Rev.  Michael 

Mattox 
 10:00 AM  IN-PERSON Service 
 10:00 AM  Live Online Service   

https://www.facebook.com/
meadowcreekumc.org 

 

4:00 PM YOUTH 

31  Memorial Day 
      Office Closed 

     

 

Myranda Mattox June 10 

JR Ludewick  June 12 

Harold Goad Jr  June 13 

Scott Hodge  June 17 

Molly Sanford  June 19 

 

June 
 
Jo Gibson June 21 

Kiana McVicker June 23 

Kenny Pollard June 24 

Keri Houts June 25 

Bill Phillips June 26 

Linda Blunt  May 25 
Raine Igarta  May 25 
Gary Chappell  May 27 
Cynthia Sisemore May 27 
Dolly Kirk  May 30 

We encourage our church members and community to get the 

COVID-19 vaccine, If you need assistance making your vaccine  

appointment and would like our help,  please contact our church 

office at 918-371-3250 and we would be happy to help you. 

http://meadowcreekumc.org/full_calendar?year=2020&day=14&month=6
http://meadowcreekumc.org/full_calendar?year=2020&day=14&month=6
http://meadowcreekumc.org/full_calendar?year=2020&day=14&month=6
http://meadowcreekumc.org/full_calendar?year=2020&day=14&month=6
http://meadowcreekumc.org/full_calendar?year=2020&day=14&month=6

