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Easter yard signs are available          

for pick up in the narthex.           

Please complete the sign-up sheet  

so we know where our signs will be 

placed this Easter season.   

 

Thank you for sharing the  

hope of Easter  

with your neighbors and community! 



 

2 

Dear Meadowcreek Family, 
 

Deep Change/Day with the Bishop and Mark Foster 
 

At the end of February, I had the opportunity to 
meet with Bishop Jimmy Nunn and Rev. Mark Foster 
of Acts 2 UMC in Edmond. This was part of my           
Academy for Innovative Ministry, and the subject was 
“Adaptive Leadership, Immunity to Change, and   
Overcoming Resistance.” In preparation for the            
meeting, I read a book on leadership called Deep 
Change: Discovering the Leader Within, by Robert 
Quinn. The purpose of this meeting was to help              
prepare me to effectively launch an innovative ministry 
that will have funding from the Oklahoma Conference 
in the year to come. As I’ve mentioned before, the 
idea for an innovative ministry that I’d like to develop 
here at Meadowcreek is called “Building Blended 
Families,” a support group for families that have 
blended along with remarried spouses. I’ve been in 
conversation with a coach who will be helping me to 
craft this idea, and I will continue to fine tune an idea 
that I will hopefully have an opportunity to “pitch” to a 
“Spark Tank” of investors who will potentially               
underwrite the ministry to get it off the ground.  

 
Our morning began on February 25 with a 

seminar with Mark Foster, who successfully launched 
a new church in North Edmond in what is called a 
“parachute drop” church plant—meaning there was no 
connection to a previous “mother church,” but instead 
simply the charge to a new pastor to go and find a 
congregation. After 20 years of ministry, Acts 2 is now 
planting churches as a mother church, and continuing 
to innovate and bring meaningful worship and mission 
to their neighborhood. One of the main things I took 
from Mark’s seminar was giving us a realistic view of 
what it is like to innovate. Sometimes, things don’t 
work out like we’re planning. Sometimes, ideas might 
even “fail” to launch. Having the courage to innovate 
means having the stomach for trying something that 
doesn’t really go as planned. I found Mark’s honesty 
about this aspect of innovation to be very refreshing.      
I believe my idea for an innovative new ministry will 
succeed, but there’s room for failure and adaptation. 
The main thing we need to cultivate as a community 
of faith is a willingness to try and to be a supportive 
environment to welcome new possibilities. New              
possibilities bring change, and change is something 
that many in a community in stasis are opposed to on 
principle. Bishop Nunn was on hand to help our         
academy prepare for the inevitable.  

 
 
 

The book Deep Change is one that Mark Foster 
seemed to have referred to many times over the past 
20 years of launching a new church. The Bishop was 
well acquainted too.  A key insight of the book was  
surprising to me, and grew out of a circumstance 
where the author was putting on a strategic planning 
workshop for some business school deans. The author 
was teaming up with a co-presenter named CK               
Prahalad, he writes,  

“The deans reviewed their resources, 
clarified their objectives, and then  
budgeted their resources for the         
upcoming period. CK  promised that 
them if all went well, they would be,             
at best, mediocre. Why? Because they 
were letting their present resources           
determine their future. They had plans, 
not visions. A vision would lead them 
toward a plan that exceeded their                
present resources.  

 
 Is our kingdom vision constrained by our          
present resources? I believe the Kingdom of God is 
always pushing our boundaries beyond what is                 
possible in the given moment. Jesus asks us to step 
out in faith to enlarge the kingdom. My idea for 
“Building Blended Families” is one that I believe               
enlarges the Kingdom of God and helps a segment of 
our society know and live into the grace of God in new 
and dynamic ways. I believe it has the potential to 
“change the numbers” on divorce after remarriage, at 
least in our community, where around 40% of            
marriages are made up of remarried couples. The          
divorce rate is between 65-75% for these marriages, 
but I believe that is partly because there is a lack of 
help tailored to these particular kinds of families. We 
can change that! Perhaps more importantly, it simply 
welcomes people intentionally and shares grace for 
people who need to know others who understand what 
we’re going through.  
 
 The season of Lent is a journey—and a journey 
is best undertaken in community. My favorite saying 
comes from Africa—“If you want to get somewhere 
fast, walk alone. If you want to get somewhere far, walk 
together.” It is important for our church to reimagine 
how to offer community and partnership to those in our 
midst who think they have to “go it alone.” The most 
powerful name for Jesus, in my opinion, is 
“Emmanuel,” God WITH us. May our Lenten journeys 
be a reminder that we walk with Jesus, and the Body of 
Christ is always gathering new companions.  
   

In Christ,  
Pastor Nathan 
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Both/And: Maximizing Hybrid Worship Experiences  
For Online and In-Person Audiences 

 
WHAT:  You are invited to attend a special free seminar sponsored by the Oklahoma Conference.             
The focus of the seminar is to find creative ways to engage both online and in person congregations in         
meaningful worship and service.  This is a webinar, so you will not need a camera or microphone but will 
be able to ask questions and interact through the Q/A feature.  There is also a workbook for the seminar 
that you can view from your computer and also print.  You will receive a link to that workbook when you 
register. 
WHO:  Jason Moore, author of ten books and lead trainer across the nation, will be the featured speaker.   
WHEN:  We are offering two sessions - at 9:30 a.m. and 6:30 p.m. on Thursday, March 4.  Please select 
the time frame that best fits your schedule.   
HOW:  Please register at:  https://www.okumc.org/eventdetail/both-and-maximizing-hybrid-worship-
experiences-for-online-and-in-person-audiences-14965554 You will receive a link to the two sessions         
upon registration.  On Thursday please select the session for which you have registered.  
WHY / OUR GOAL:  We hope to have many of our Meadowcreek church family members be part of this 
seminar.  We plan to have follow up Zoom meetings among our congregation to explore ways to engage 
everyone in our meaningful worship and/or Sunday School. 
We are thankful to all of our churches for their faithful payment of apportionments which allow the               
Oklahoma Conference to offer these types of training opportunities.  Meadowcreek is among those 
churches who faithfully paid their apportionments. 

We encourage our church members and community to get the COVID-19 vaccine,  
If you need assistance making your vaccine appointment and would like our help,                                              

please contact our church office at 918-371-3250 and we would be happy to help you.  

https://www.okumc.org/eventdetail/both-and-maximizing-hybrid-worship-experiences-for-online-and-in-person-audiences-14965554
https://www.okumc.org/eventdetail/both-and-maximizing-hybrid-worship-experiences-for-online-and-in-person-audiences-14965554
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April 1—Maundy Thursday Service Project with Communion 
       (service project to be announced) 
 
April 2—Good Friday Tenebrae Service at 7:00 pm 
            (will need readers, contact office to volunteer) 
 
April 3—Easter Egg Hunt at 2:00 pm 
 
April 4—Easter Service  
            (worship times will be announced) 

 

 

Palm Passion Sunday 
Worship Service 

March 28  
10:00 am 
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Meadowcreek 

Children & Youth  
                          doin’s  

(by Darren Johnson) 

 

 

Hi everyone!   
 
Youth are going to Incredible Pizza on Sunday, March 7th          
after church from 11am—3pm.  Contact Darren for details. 
 
Join our Youth Group on Sunday nights from  
4:00 to 6:00 pm.  Contact Darren Johnson at  
darren.johnson.253@gmail.com or 918-695-7290. 
 

The children and youth families in our church communicate 
thru an app called GroupMe.  If you would like to be a part of 
this community, please let me know and I can get you signed 
up. You do not need the app to join the group; it will send you 
texts instead. May God  continue to bless our children and our 
church. 
 

Grace and Peace, 
Darren Johnson 
Children and Youth Ministries Director 

mailto:darren.johnson.253@gmail.com
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          Colossians 3:23-24 tells us to perform our 
work wholeheartedly for the Lord.  In order to 
perform our very best work for the Lord and our 
congregation we are making a plea for additional 
volunteers.   Requests for volunteers in the        
Audio/Visual booth most often go unanswered.  
At least part of the reason has to be the mystique 
of it.  I mean, what is it?  Some little room in the 
loft filled with electronic equipment that has to 
be manipulated?! 
 
          And then there's this: 

 
 

          Does it look intimidating to you?  I would 
be surprised if you said no.  Unless you are a 
sound engineer, the likely reaction when lifting 
the cover and viewing the soundboard is gasping.  
The comforting truth is that no one in attendance 
at Meadowcreek actually knows what all of the 
buttons and slides and knobs do.  There are less 
than a dozen settings that need attention during 
the average Sunday morning service; most are 
house default settings we don't touch. 
 
          Our present A/V team consists of six       
regularly serving volunteers.  COVID-19 issues 
have necessitated the hiatus of some individuals.  
And with fewer people, we are now doing more 
work!  Most everyone is aware by now that 
Meadowcreek has begun streaming our Sunday 
morning service live on Facebook.  This is an             
exciting new development that has taken several 
weeks with lots of trial and error.  In fact, the      
trial and error continues through my most recent 
shift upstairs yesterday morning. 
 

          Anyone who has ever used a camera is an 
excellent candidate for operating the video         
camera.  You may have noticed Pastor Nathan 
tends to move about the Sanctuary a bit, but it's 
not at all difficult to zoom in and out and pan 
back and forth if that is your only focus of        
responsibility.  Trying to multitask continuous 
slides while operating the camera or soundboard 
is stressful, exhausting, and leads to all sorts of 
mishaps.   
 
          If camera operation does not interest you, 
perhaps you could become comfortable serving at 
the soundboard.  There are detailed instructions 
sitting right beside it, and there are also training 
videos on YouTube.  Remember, only about 10  
of those half-a-million settings will need to be 
touched.  It's NOT as complicated as it first 
seems. 
 
          Anyone who has used a computer and 
mouse can easily be trained to run the slides. 
They are set up in advance, and all you have to do 
is click from one to the next during the service.   
It is a task that can be mastered with less than 10 
minutes of training, and there are detailed          
instructions sitting right beside the computer. 
 
          Any of these three stations can be learned 
with a minimal amount of training, and the more 
you work at it the more comfortable you will      
become.  You have probably noticed we have 
been experiencing more technical glitches than 
we used to.  That is partly due to adding the          
Facebook streaming component, but also partly 
due to the fact we are trying to multitask during a 
live service.  It is very difficult to immediately 
troubleshoot glitches in one area while we are   
already short-handed in the other two areas.   
 
 Joshua 1:9 tells us to be strong and         
courageous, to not be frightened; and Psalm 
100:2 tells us to serve the Lord with gladness. 
 
          If you think God might be calling you to 
service in this area, please contact me, A/V Team 
Coordinator, at 918-519-1807, or lori-
harman@sbcglobal.net ; or Team Leader JR           
Ludewick at jrl5150@yahoo.com .  We look          
forward to talking with you. 

mailto:loriharman@sbcglobal.net
mailto:loriharman@sbcglobal.net
mailto:jrl5150@yahoo.com
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March 2021 

 If your birthday does not appear on this list of church members, please contact the church office, and we’ll be sure to add you to the list for next year! 

    March 
 
Tom Mathews     March 2  
Ruth Hancock     March 2 
Bonnie Childs    March 3 
Randy Johnston   March 4  
Kamryn Lumsden March 6  
Dan King    March 8 
Rosalea Fuser      March 12 
Mia Stites    March 13 
Cindy Ludewick    March 14  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 

 
6:30 Boy Scouts 

2 3 
 
9:30 am Prayer Group 

4 
9:30 am Both/And 
Worship Training 
 
6:30 pm Both/And 
Worship Training 

5 6 
 

7   
 9:00 AM Sunday School 
 10:00 AM  IN-PERSON Service 
       With Holy Communion 
 Online Worship Service  

https://www.facebook.com/
meadowcreekumc.org 

 
 11am—3 pm YOUTH going to 

Incredible Pizza 

8 
 
6:30 Boy Scouts 
 
7:00  Trustees Mtg. 
 

9 
 
6:30 Cub Scouts 
 
7:30 pm Lent 
Study ZOOM 

10 
 
9:30 am Prayer Group 

11 
 

12 
 

13 
 

14 
 9:00 AM Sunday School 
 10:00 AM  IN-PERSON Service 
       With Holy Communion 
 Online Worship Service  

https://www.facebook.com/
meadowcreekumc.org 

 
 4:00 PM YOUTH 
 

15 
 
6:30 Boy Scouts 
 
 

16 
 
6:30 Cub Scouts 
 
 
7:30 pm Lent 
Study ZOOM   
(last meeting) 

17   St. Patrick’s Day 
 
9:30 am Prayer Group 

18 
 
7:00 pm Finance 
Mtg. on ZOOM 

19 
 

20 
 

21 
 9:00 AM Sunday School 
 10:00 AM  IN-PERSON Service 
 Online Worship Service   

https://www.facebook.com/
meadowcreekumc.org 

 
 4:00 PM YOUTH 
 

22 
 
6:30 Boy Scouts 
 

23 
 
6:30 Cub Scouts 
 
 

24 
 
9:30 am Prayer Group 

25 
 

26 
 

27 
 

28   PALM SUNDAY 
 9:00 AM Sunday School 
 10:00 AM  IN-PERSON Service 
 Online Worship Service     

https://www.facebook.com/
meadowcreekumc.org 

 
4:00 PM YOUTH 

    
 

    
 

  
 

  
 

April 
Teri Rush  April 3 
Linda Wilson  April 3 
Ed Kirk   April 4 
Payne Houts  April 12 
Tate Stumpff  April 12 

Jim Igarta  April 13 
Darren Johnson  April 17 
Carol Mitchell  April 24 
Ron Alexander April 27 
 
 
 

Verna Maulsby  March 16 
Tony Shambrook  March 17 
Wesley Mattox  March 18 
Janice Pollard  March 20  
Jessica Baker  March 22  
Mary Odom  March 23  
Harriet Morrow  March 29  
Caden Stumpff  March 29  

http://meadowcreekumc.org/full_calendar?year=2020&day=14&month=6
http://meadowcreekumc.org/full_calendar?year=2020&day=14&month=6
http://meadowcreekumc.org/full_calendar?year=2020&day=14&month=6
http://meadowcreekumc.org/full_calendar?year=2020&day=14&month=6

