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April 1—Maundy Thursday Service Project  
            with Communion from 6:00—7:30 pm  
  
April 2—Good Friday Tenebrae Service at 7:00 pm 
 
April 3—Easter Egg Hunt at 2:00 pm 
 
April 4—Easter Services:  
            9:00 am   Easter Fire Service with communion 
                           (outside by firepit if weather permits 
 

     10:30 am Easter Service  
                    (inside sanctuary) 
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Dear Meadowcreek Family, 
 

 As I have been putting together the plans for 
our Holy Week services and considering how to best 
prepare our church for Easter Sunday, it once again 
registers what a strange and difficult year this has 
been since the first cases of COVID 19 began         
appearing in Oklahoma. A year ago, we refrained 
from meeting for Easter in person. I was noticing in 
my notes that last year I had arranged a Good Friday 
Tenebrae service to be carried out entirely on Zoom. 
Palms were delivered to children’s homes for          
parents to take pictures of kids waving palms for a 
“virtual Palm Sunday Parade” on our online only   
service in 2020.  March 29, 2020 was the date that it 
was announced in my former congregation that I 
would be leaving that 9 year appointment and           
coming to Meadowcreek. It was seeming possible 
that I would not have the opportunity to meet with my 
former congregation in person again. I’m so grateful 
that the year has seen the development of a vaccine 
in record pace, and now I am fully vaccinated as are 
many in our congregation. Questions about when we 
can dispense with our COVID precautions in the 
church have been swirling, so let me address some 
of the main objectives as I see them. 
  
 Our precautions were intended to protect the 
most vulnerable among us until a vaccine was           
available. The vaccine has now been being            
administered to the most vulnerable for about 2 
months, and we are now in Phase 4 of the vaccine 
distribution in Oklahoma, meaning anyone can get 
the vaccine. I encourage everyone in our church to 
get the vaccine if you are able. Thanks to our                
precautions and good fortune, and unlike other 
churches in town which were less cautious, there 
were no transmissions of COVID within the church. 
We’d like to keep it that way. Get your vaccine and 
protect yourself and your neighbor.  
  
 A rollback of precautions is planned according 
to time allowed for people to become fully             
vaccinated. We plan to re-institute a full roster of 
Sunday school classes meeting in our customary 
classrooms, taking down the roped off seating                  
restrictions in the sanctuary (first leaving certain         
sections roped off for folks who aren’t yet fully              
vaccinated to continue social distancing),               
continuation or passing the offering plate during the 
offertory, re-introduction of passing the peace in the 

service, coming to the chancel to receive communion, 
and finally, a cessation of wearing masks in the 
church facility. I’m thankful for the cooperation of the 
congregation in following the protocols for safe          
gathering over the past year, and hope to continue to 
have your patience as we re-integrate “normalcy” bit 
by bit instead of “all at once.” I heard from other            
colleagues and our friends at the funeral home here 
in town that other churches suffered COVID                 
outbreaks within the churches. Many of these        
churches never took precautions against transmission 
of the virus, or were less rigorous than we were about 
them. Though we had people come down with COVID 
who are part of our congregation, we did not see any 
“outbreaks” in our church. Let’s not start now by 
throwing caution to the wind. That being said, our zip 
code is now in the “moderate risk” category, our    
county has seen a dramatic decline in the 7 day                
rolling average of new cases (now 40), and                 
hospitalizations (now 4), and some steps toward           
normalcy is well-earned by a congregation who         
lovingly supported our sacrifices over the past year.  
  
 We’ll begin by removing some of the roped off 
seating in the sanctuary on Easter Sunday. This will 
afford more room for the swelling attendance as well 
as give us a tangible thing to celebrate. There will still 
be roped off seating available for those who need to 
continue the precaution of social distancing. Please 
honor the decision of those who choose to continue 
abiding by those precautions. Those who seat in the 
non-restricted area should be fully vaccinated, and 
continue wearing a mask in worship. As has been the 
case for a year now, if you have a seat that you           
consider “your place,” you’re just going to have to be 
flexible with that notion for a bit longer.  
  

 Another precaution that we will temporarily        
relax will be communion on Easter Sunday. We plan 
to only offer communion at the 9am Easter Fire              
service. Since I have now been fully vaccinated, I feel 
comfortable offering you communion directly. Though 
I will sanitize my hands before distribution, I will not 
wear plastic gloves.  I will take the loaf and place a 
piece of bread in your hand. A communion steward 
will follow with an individual cup for you to take. We 
will serve you where you sit outside, and masks will 
not be required for this outdoor service.   

   In Christ,  
Pastor Nathan 
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Palm Passion  
Sunday 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

March 28, 2021 

Thank you,                
Frank Short            
for the beautiful               
Processional 
Cross!!! 

Thank you Ken Yount 
for the beautiful sing-
ing of The Holy City! 

Palm Sunday Processional  
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COMING SOON TO MEADOWCREEK—Our own Blessing Box 
The Evangelism Team has been hard at work planning for Meadowcreek’s own Blessing Box.  
Our box is being constructed and will be delivered soon to our church site.  We have a cabinet 
in the kitchen where we can begin to store necessary items before the box arrives.            
Thank you in advance for placing your items there.   
 
Below are some important items that you can begin to collect and store in our cabinet. 
Ask your local dentists to donate toothpaste, dental floss, and toothbrushes. Put a set 
inside a resealable bag for convenience. 
 
Encourage people to save hotel soap shampoo, conditioners, and lotions.  Put a set     
inside a resealable bag for convenience. 
 
Split packages when possible. Make it easy for others to grab what they need.                   
For example, put 5 diapers banded together with sizes marked instead of an entire package.  
 
Include wrapped utensils so individuals can open a package and have utensils to eat. 
Some eating establishments also include a napkin. If your utensils do not include a napkin, 
please add the utensils and napkin to a resealable bag for easy grab and go.  Consider asking 
a local restaurant to donate some or save them from your takeout meals.  
If you wish to make a monetary donation to help us purchase items for the Blessing Box, 
please visit our church website or contact the church office (918-371-3250) during office 
hours.  Please designate EVANGELISM for your donation. 
 
We are happy to announce that we had an anonymous donor—an angel giver—who donated 
money for our Blessing Box to be built.  We appreciate the joyful giving by this donor so very 
much.  That donation will help our church plant the seeds of love and hope to our community. 
We will ask for specific items for the Blessing Box as we draw closer to the delivery of our 
box.  Until then, thank you for your support of the new and exciting ministry. 
Below is an image of a Blessing Box similar to the one we will receive. 
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Tree Planting Dedication 
Directly following our worship 
service on April 25 we will 
have a special tree planting 
dedication outside.  For those 
of you who worship with us on 
line, we will video record this 
dedication and have it           
available for viewing on our 
church Facebook page. 
  
We will be planting a seedling 
from the Survivor Tree from 
the Oklahoma City National 
Memorial and Museum.             
This special tree planting was 

planned for the spring of 2020.  We had to postpone planting the tree for a year 
due to the pandemic.  Please join us for this special event. 

Fill the Freezer Sunday 
Mark your calendar for  our 
first Fill the Freezer           
Sunday.   
 
Our church  freezer has         
been empty during the             
pandemic.  We will be jump 
starting our Frazier Freezer 
Ministry on  April 11.   
 
Please bring your purchased 
pre-packaged food items to 
our freezer that day.  If you 

wish to make a monetary donation to this ministry, please visit our church         
website or call the church office (918-371-3250) during office hours.                    
You may also donate during our Sunday in person worship service.   
 
Please designate EVANGELISM for your donation.   
  
This ministry has been a blessing to so many individuals and families over the 
years.  We hope to continue to bless many more with your donated food. 
_______________________________________________________________ 
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Meadowcreek 

Children & Youth  
                          doin’s  

(by Darren Johnson) 

 

 

Hi everyone!   
 
Join our Youth Group on Sunday nights from  
4:00 to 6:00 pm.  Contact Darren Johnson at  
darren.johnson.253@gmail.com or 918-695-7290. 
 

The children and youth families in our church communicate 
thru an app called GroupMe.  If you would like to be a part of 
this community, please let me know and I can get you signed 
up. You do not need the app to join the group; it will send you 
texts instead. May God  continue to bless our children and our 
church. 
 

Grace and Peace, 
Darren Johnson 
Children and Youth Ministries Director 

mailto:darren.johnson.253@gmail.com
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          Colossians 3:23-24 tells us to perform our 
work wholeheartedly for the Lord.  In order to 
perform our very best work for the Lord and our 
congregation we are making a plea for additional 
volunteers.   Requests for volunteers in the        
Audio/Visual booth most often go unanswered.  
At least part of the reason has to be the mystique 
of it.  I mean, what is it?  Some little room in the 
loft filled with electronic equipment that has to 
be manipulated?! 
 
          And then there's this: 

 
 

          Does it look intimidating to you?  I would 
be surprised if you said no.  Unless you are a 
sound engineer, the likely reaction when lifting 
the cover and viewing the soundboard is gasping.  
The comforting truth is that no one in attendance 
at Meadowcreek actually knows what all of the 
buttons and slides and knobs do.  There are less 
than a dozen settings that need attention during 
the average Sunday morning service; most are 
house default settings we don't touch. 
 
          Our present A/V team consists of six       
regularly serving volunteers.  COVID-19 issues 
have necessitated the hiatus of some individuals.  
And with fewer people, we are now doing more 
work!  Most everyone is aware by now that 
Meadowcreek has begun streaming our Sunday 
morning service live on Facebook.  This is an             
exciting new development that has taken several 
weeks with lots of trial and error.  In fact, the      
trial and error continues through my most recent 
shift upstairs yesterday morning. 
 

          Anyone who has ever used a camera is an 
excellent candidate for operating the video         
camera.  You may have noticed Pastor Nathan 
tends to move about the Sanctuary a bit, but it's 
not at all difficult to zoom in and out and pan 
back and forth if that is your only focus of        
responsibility.  Trying to multitask continuous 
slides while operating the camera or soundboard 
is stressful, exhausting, and leads to all sorts of 
mishaps.   
 
          If camera operation does not interest you, 
perhaps you could become comfortable serving at 
the soundboard.  There are detailed instructions 
sitting right beside it, and there are also training 
videos on YouTube.  Remember, only about 10  
of those half-a-million settings will need to be 
touched.  It's NOT as complicated as it first 
seems. 
 
          Anyone who has used a computer and 
mouse can easily be trained to run the slides. 
They are set up in advance, and all you have to do 
is click from one to the next during the service.   
It is a task that can be mastered with less than 10 
minutes of training, and there are detailed          
instructions sitting right beside the computer. 
 
          Any of these three stations can be learned 
with a minimal amount of training, and the more 
you work at it the more comfortable you will      
become.  You have probably noticed we have 
been experiencing more technical glitches than 
we used to.  That is partly due to adding the          
Facebook streaming component, but also partly 
due to the fact we are trying to multitask during a 
live service.  It is very difficult to immediately 
troubleshoot glitches in one area while we are   
already short-handed in the other two areas.   
 
 Joshua 1:9 tells us to be strong and         
courageous, to not be frightened; and Psalm 
100:2 tells us to serve the Lord with gladness. 
 
          If you think God might be calling you to 
service in this area, please contact me, A/V Team 
Coordinator, at 918-519-1807, or lori-
harman@sbcglobal.net ; or Team Leader JR           
Ludewick at jrl5150@yahoo.com .  We look          
forward to talking with you. 

mailto:loriharman@sbcglobal.net
mailto:loriharman@sbcglobal.net
mailto:jrl5150@yahoo.com
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April 2021 

 If your birthday does not appear on this list of church members, please contact the church office, and we’ll be sure to add you to the list for next year! 

    April 
 
Teri Rush  April 3 
Linda Wilson  April 3 
Ed Kirk   April 4 
Payne Houts  April 12 
Tate Stumpff  April 12 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
March 28 Palm Sunday March 29 March 30 March 31 

9:30 am Prayer Group 
 
6:30 pm Praise Band 
Practice 

1 
Maundy Thursday 
Service Proj. & 
communion 
6pm-7:30pm 
 

2 
7:00 pm Good 
Friday Tenebrae 
Service 

3 
2:00 pm Easter 
Egg Hunt 
 

4  EASTER SUNDAY 
 9:00 AM Easter Fire Service       
                  (outside) 
 10:30 AM  Easter Service   
                  (Inside) 
 Online Worship Service     

https://www.facebook.com/
meadowcreekumc.org 

5 
 
6:30 Boy Scouts 
 
7:00  Trustees Mtg. 
 

6 
 
 

7 
 
9:30 am Prayer Group 
 
6:30 pm Praise Band 
Practice 

8 
 

9 
 

10 
 

11 
 9:00 AM Sunday School 
 10:00 AM  IN-PERSON Service 
 10:00 AM  Live Online Service   

https://www.facebook.com/
meadowcreekumc.org 

 

 4:00 PM YOUTH 
 

12 
 
6:30 Boy Scouts 
 
 

13 
 
 
 
 

14   
 
9:30 am Prayer Group 
 
6:30 pm Praise Band 
Practice 

15 
 
7:00 pm Finance 
Mtg. on ZOOM 

16 
 

17 
 

18 
 9:00 AM Sunday School 
 10:00 AM  IN-PERSON Service 
 10:00 AM  Live Online Service   

https://www.facebook.com/
meadowcreekumc.org 

 

 4:00 PM YOUTH 
 

19 
 
6:30 Boy Scouts 
 

20 
 
 
 

21 
 
9:30 am Prayer Group 
 
6:30 pm Praise Band 
Practice 

22 
 

23 
 

24 
 

25   
 9:00 AM Sunday School 
 10:00 AM  IN-PERSON Service 
 10:00 AM  Live Online Service   

https://www.facebook.com/
meadowcreekumc.org 

 

4:00 PM YOUTH 

 26 27 
 

 28 
 
9:30 am Prayer Group 
 
6:30 pm Praise Band 
Practice 
 
 

 29 
 

 30 
 

  
 

May 
Wilson Rubottom May 1 
Cheynne Brewer  May 2 
Ann Phillips May 11 
David Hayes May 12 
Mike Sanford May 13 
Ron Hall  May 16 

Linda Blunt  May 25 
Raine Igarta  May 25 
Gary Chappell  May 27 
Cynthia Sisemore May 27 
Dolly Kirk  May 30 
 
 

Jim Igarta  April 13 
Darren Johnson  April 17 
Carol Mitchell  April 24 
Ron Alexander April 27 

We encourage our church members and community to get the COVID-19 vaccine,  
If you need assistance making your vaccine appointment and would like our help,                                              

please contact our church office at 918-371-3250 and we would be happy to help you.  

http://meadowcreekumc.org/full_calendar?year=2020&day=14&month=6
http://meadowcreekumc.org/full_calendar?year=2020&day=14&month=6
http://meadowcreekumc.org/full_calendar?year=2020&day=14&month=6

