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Dear Meadowcreek Family, 
 
 It was a wonderful Holiday season at 
the church, and I can imagine it is only a 
shadow of what it usually is around here. 
We helped 10 families with our angel tree 
donations, more than 175 people with    
contributions of gloves, hats, scarves, and 
mittens on the downtown Christmas tree, 
and over 120 families with our team             
effort with the ministerial alliance for                   
Thanksgiving baskets. We hosted worship 
services for our community that shed the 
light of Christ and “repeated the sounding 
joy” of the Christmas story. I’m thankful to 
be part of a community of faith that I can 
imagine being even more impactful for our 
community in a more “normal year.” Here’s 
hoping 2021 will see us freer to share the 
love of Christ in our customary and new  
innovative ways.  
 
 Some of those plans are as “black 
and white” as line items in our budget that 
will be submitted by our Finance                 
Committee to our Church Council for     
adoption. New additions to that budget        
include a $1200 contribution to the Refuge 
Teen Center in downtown Collinsville. I’m 
pleased to hear from the leadership at the 
Refuge that several of our church people 
volunteer regularly as tutors, so our       
support of that community effort is not only 
felt in our financial contributions, but in     
reliable service. We’ve also determined 

that we are able to pay our apportionments 
and connectional ministries in full for 2020, 
thanks in part to your outpouring of            
generosity toward this effort along with             
the good news that the PPP loan we                 
received from the Federal Government for 
COVID-19 assistance has been converted 
to a grant rather than a loan. This means 
funds we have raised for general operating 
expenses can be directed to our                    
apportionments as well. Hallelujah!  
 
 I’m hopeful that other items I see  
budgeted for 2021 will also come to fruition 
with a greater handle on fighting COVID19 
with a vaccine on the horizon. $1500 for        
Vacation Bible School, $250 for Sports team 
baskets, and getting back to our usual         
involved selves with hosting community            
endeavors here at Meadowcreek. If you’re 
interested in seeing a copy of that budget, 
we’ll post one on the bulletin board at the 
church and can email them out upon request. 
As some have said, a “budget is a moral    
document,” and my reading of our budget for 
2021 shows a moral compass firmly attuned 
to loving, gracious, mandate of Christ.         
May God bless us with a broadened outreach 
to our community!  

 

 

   

In Christ,  
Pastor Nathan 
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Make Epiphany come alive with these 6 ideas 

 
 

By Jeremy Steele 

Epiphany is one of the most joyous feast days in the church year as we celebrate the visit of the Magi and 
Jesus’ coming as Savior of all people. Because it happens 12 days after Christmas, the celebration can be 
lost in post-holiday fatigue. However, with a little creative thinking, this holy day can shine. Here are ideas 
to spark your Epiphany brainstorming session! 

1. TWELFTH NIGHT DINNER 

One of the most traditional ways to celebrate Epiphany is to gather for a meal, tell the story of the Magi visiting the 
Christ-child and give gifts to the children. To bring the story to life, have some church members dress up as the Magi 
and recount the story of their journey to Bethlehem in first person while walking around and giving small candies or 
coins to the children. 

You might invite children to participate in a tradition from many parts of the world. Have them leave their shoes by the 
door as they enter — along with some grass for the wise men’s camels. While the children are inside, have someone 
remove the grass and replace it with wrapped candies. Remind the children to check their shoes for a little surprise. 

2. MAGI STAR GAZING NIGHT 

In honor of these ancient star gazers, celebrate the season by following in their footsteps. Invite the telescoping        
community to set up their scopes on the church lawn and look up at the night sky. Many theologians and scientists 
believe that the star the Magi were tracking was actually the planet Jupiter. You can check this chart to see when it  
is visible in the night sky. To take this idea to the next level, try inviting a local expert to give an astronomy lecture 
highlighting upcoming astronomical events. 

3. KING CAKE BAKE SALE 

A food traditionally associated with Epiphany is the King Cake (aka galette des Rois, Bolo Rei, Three Kings Cake, 
Roscón, etc.). Because it is made in so many different ways around the world, you can offer a variety of cake types  
in the King Cake-style. King Cakes are round (like a bundt cake) to symbolize a king’s crown. Each King Cake will 
contain some sort of bean or trinket (even a small plastic baby) to symbolize baby Jesus. Whoever receives the 
piece with the trinket gets to wear a crown and prepares the cake the next year. 

4. MAGI WELCOMING TEAMS 

This is one of the most common times of year for people to move into a new community, but because of its proximity 
to holidays it can be difficult for those people to get connected. Consider putting together a packet of information and 
local goodies and follow in the footsteps of the Magi, taking these gifts to new arrivals in your community. 

5. STAR SINGERS FUNDRAISING 

In Germany, singers holding a large star go from house to house singing and asking for donations for a worthy 
cause. You might take your youth choir house to house and use the tradition of putting money in the shoes of           
children as a way to raise money for a project, mission or ministry. 

6. AN EPIPHANY BLESSING OF HOMES AND CHALKING THE DOOR 

Mark the season of Epiphany with a custom long-observed overseas, especially in Great Britain: a Chalking the Door 
Service. People come together in a gathering place, whether it be a home, hospital, church or workplace, to mark 
doors with chalk, inviting God’s presence and blessings on the physical space and the people within it. Further de-
tails about the service, including special liturgy in remembrance of the three Magi, are provided by Discipleship         
Ministries. 

However you choose to celebrate Epiphany, we hope that your church will be a light in your community 
reaching out to all people with the grace of Christ. 

 

When Jeremy and his wife are not playing with their four children, he oversees youth and college ministries and leads 
the evening worship service at Christ UMC in Mobile, Al. Jeremy is an author of several books and resources that you 
can find at JeremyWords.com or follow him on Twitter! 

http://www.nakedeyeplanets.com/visibility.htm#2016
https://www.resourceumc.org/en/content/an-epiphany-blessing-of-homes-and-chalking-the-door
https://www.resourceumc.org/en/content/an-epiphany-blessing-of-homes-and-chalking-the-door
http://jeremywords.com/
https://twitter.com/unpretending
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Lata Marndi has seen firsthand the          im-
provements that a year dedicated to good 
chicken rearing practices and             entre-
preneurship can have on a family’s income. 
Last year, the handful of                backyard 
chickens she kept scavenged kitchen waste 
and food scraps around her house. They were 
susceptible to                   predators, disease 
and malnutrition.  Now, she has a healthy 
flock of 35    chickens who live in a well-
constructed coop behind her house. She’s 
easily able to keep track of their growth, find 
their eggs and round them up for vaccina-
tions. 

She’s also able to account for her family’s  income 
because she’s learned how to keep detailed rec-
ords about her business and has ambitious plans for her future. 

 

Marndi is a participant in the Hatching Hope Project, a collaboration between Heifer International and 
Cargill who are working together to support rural smallholders across the globe with training, technical 
support and resources. The project prioritizes low-cost investments in small-scale          innovations at the 
farm, market, and consumer levels where these  investments can significantly improve the long-term 
health and resilience of rural women and their communities. 

Marndi hasn’t lost a bird since she joined the project and attributes her success to the new          tech-

Our children voted to use some of their children's offering to 
give a pig, a flock of chickens, and a hive of bees through          
Heifer International back in October. This is the kind of thing 
that kind of gift does!  

 
By A ’Melody Lee Jacobi 

December 7, 2020  

Raising Chickens and Hatching Hope in Rural India: A Smallholder 

Farmer and Miller Tells Her Story | Heifer International 

https://www.hatchinghopeglobal.com/our-impact/india
https://www.heifer.org/blog/raising-chickens-and-hatching-hope-odisha-india-heifer-international-.html?msource=ECYEM20MC0005&utm_campaign=YE_TripleMatch&utm_source=email&utm_medium=eng&utm_term=e5&sfmc_j=15254&sfmc_s=14534421&sfmc_l=515&sfmc_jb=124&sfmc_mid=5
https://www.heifer.org/blog/raising-chickens-and-hatching-hope-odisha-india-heifer-international-.html?msource=ECYEM20MC0005&utm_campaign=YE_TripleMatch&utm_source=email&utm_medium=eng&utm_term=e5&sfmc_j=15254&sfmc_s=14534421&sfmc_l=515&sfmc_jb=124&sfmc_mid=5
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niques she’s adopted since she joined the project. One of these methods is the hygienic footbath she uses 
before she enters the chicken coop. 

The sale of high quality chicken feed is an additional income that supports entrepreneurs like Lata Marndi. 
The profits from her feed mill are already paying off.  Image by Heifer International/Pranab K. Aich 

These days, Marndi’s chickens aren’t her only source of in-
come. She’s also the proud owner of a new feed mill, which 
she operates with one of her sons. Though she  received train-
ing and a small loan from the project, she’s also reinvested 
the profit of her chicken sales and a         significant amount of 
sweat equity into buying the raw materials and building the 
room where they prepare the feed and package it for sale. 
She’s already seeing a             return on investment from the 
mill. “Now, I am not just able to feed my own birds with prop-
er feed, but also sell it to others in the community.” She said, 
“I can ensure a good diet for my birds and I am hopeful this 
will directly impact their health and weight.” 
 
In 2020, millers like Marndi have seen their incomes plummet 
as a result of the Covid-19 pandemic. Though similar mills 
would earn an average of $45.66 in a six month period, her 
income has been much less. However, the mill has played a 
critical part in making sure that her family is able to sustain 
themselves and their flock of chickens. The combined impact 
of these activities are an important contribution toward 
reaching a living income, which in Odisha, India is about $1.16 

per day. 

The Hatching Hope Project trains smallholders 
in low cost, effective methods to keep their 
chickens healthy. A quicklime footpath is           
cheap and kills pathogens.   
Image by Heifer  International/Pranab K. Aich 

https://www.heifer.org/our-work/living-incomes.html
https://www.heifer.org/our-work/living-incomes.html


 

6 

Warm Clothing Items Anonymously Pinned To             
City Christmas Tree In Collinsville 

 
 

 
COLLINSVILLE, Okla. -  

Warm clothing items, such as scarves and gloves, have been pinned around the 26-foot 
Christmas tree located on Main Street in Collinsville. According to the city, the donations are 
anonymous and are available for anyone in need. 

Sherry Campbell, City of Collinsville, told News On 6 this is the second year donations like 
this have appeared on the big tree. She said items have appeared overnight following the 
first time the tree is lit up. 

Some are now calling it a tradition in Collinsville. Each time items are taken, new ones ar-
rive to fill the void. 

“It’s really been a blessing to people to be able to come here if they’re in need of warm 
clothing to be able to get it off the tree,” said Campbell. “We hope that people who need 
warm clothing will come to the tree and be able to take what they need.” 

The tree stands tall on Main Street near the Casey’s General Store. 

Thursday, December 17th 2020, 7:25 am 

By: Cal Day 
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First Responders Surprise 3-Year-Old Attacked By Dog With Christmas Gifts 
 

 

 

COLLINSVILLE, Okla. -  

A three-year-old Kansas girl who was attacked by a relative’s pit bull in Oologah is home from the hospital 
after several surgeries for skull fractures and a broken jaw.  

On her way home from the hospital Wednesday three-year-old Sivya White-Cook had one very special stop 
to make at the Meadowcreek United Methodist Church.   

“You haven't seen my reindeer have you? They're missing. I had to borrow this sheriff's car,” Santa Claus 
said to Sivya.  

The Rogers County Sheriff's Office said they told Santa Claus about Sivya's story and he made his way to 
Collinsville.     

The toddler and her mom, Renee, stepped inside the church for an early Christmas with the first respond-
ers who were there back in November, when Sivya was attacked by a dog at another relative's house.  

"I couldn't believe that she was walking. It was just the biggest sigh of relief for all of us to see her exit the 
van on her own,” Paramedic Linda Kanzenbach said.  

"It's miraculous that she's getting out this quickly,” Jeanne Furst, Renee’s mom and Sivya’s grandmother, 
said.  

Sivya was given dozens of gifts, one after another for the tough little girl, with more to open later from the 
church.  

Sivya's mom and grandma rushed from Kansas when they found out she was hurt back in November. After 
several surgeries and 12 days in the ICU Paramedic Linda Kanzebach and the other first responders with 
Oologah-Talala EMS saw her for the first time, and wrapped presents for her, too.  

"She's gonna be able to go home and just really enjoy a recovery and just be able to have all these things 
to distract her from the long recovery that she is gonna have,” Kanzenbach said.  

"We're just so grateful. So very grateful for all the people that have been involved and have very kindly 
helped our girl stay alive,” Furst said.  

After loading up their van with gifts, Sivya went back home to Kansas just in time for Christmas.  
A GoFundMe has been set up for those looking to help fund Sivya White-Cook's recovery,         

to donate Click Here. 

Wednesday, December 16th 2020, 6:23 pm 

By: Amy Slanchik 

https://www.newson6.com/story/5fdaa4f5121e120bd4bc5ade/first-
responders-surprise-3yearold-attacked-by-dog-with-christmas-gifts-?
fbclid=IwAR3Nv5XO9yrgTqvQzaluuyEu5ubMz24B4n0VWVJbXm
mX4lliSNBYItuouZI 

https://www.gofundme.com/f/3-year-old-attacked-by-pit-bull?utm_campaign=p_lico+share-sheet&utm_medium=copy_link&utm_source=customer
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Meadowcreek 

Children & Youth  
                          doin’s  

(by Darren Johnson) 

 
 
 

Hi everyone!   
 
Join our Youth Group on Sunday nights from  
4:00 to 6:00 pm.  Contact Darren Johnson at  
darren.johnson.253@gmail.com or 918-695-7290. 
 

The children and youth families in our church communicate 
thru an app called GroupMe.  If you would like to be a part of 
this community, please let me know and I can get you signed 
up. You do not need the app to join the group; it will send you 
texts instead. May God  continue to bless our children and 
our church. 
 

Grace and Peace, 
Darren Johnson 
Children and Youth Ministries Director 

mailto:darren.johnson.253@gmail.com
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January 2021 

 If your birthday does not appear on this list of church members, please contact the church office, and we’ll be sure to add you to the list for next year! 

    

January 

 
Sharon Hall  01/02 
Lauren Stumpff 01/05 
Pat Chappell 01/10 
Cindy Johnson 01/13 
Dana McBurney  01/13 
Jeff Stumpff 01/15  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
December 27 December 28 

 
December 29 
6:30 Cub Scouts 

Dec 30 December 31 
 
New Years Eve 

January 1, 2021 
 
New Years Day 

2 
 

3  Epiphany Sunday 
 9:00 AM Sunday School 
 10:00 AM  INSIDE Service 
       With Holy Communion 
Online Worship Service              
https://www.facebook.com/
meadowcreekumc.org 
 
 4:00 PM YOUTH 

4 
6:30 Boy Scouts 
 

5 
6:30 Cub Scouts 

6 7 
 

8 
 

9 
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 9:00 AM Sunday School 
 10:00 AM  INSIDE Service 
Online Worship Service    
https://www.facebook.com/
meadowcreekumc.org 
 
 4:00 PM YOUTH 
 

11 
6:30 Boy Scouts 
 
 

12 
6:30 Cub Scouts 
 
 

13 
 

14 
 

15 
 

16 
 

17 
 9:00 AM Sunday School 
 10:00 AM  INSIDE Service 
Online Worship Service   
https://www.facebook.com/
meadowcreekumc.org 
 
 4:00 PM YOUTH 
 

18 
6:30 Boy Scouts 
 

19 
6:30 Cub Scouts 

20 
 

21 
 

22 
 

23 
 

24 
 9:00 AM Sunday School 
 10:00 AM  INSIDE Service 
Online Worship Service     
https://www.facebook.com/
meadowcreekumc.org 
 
4:00 PM YOUTH 

25 
6:30 Boy Scouts 

26 
6:30 Cub Scouts 
 
 

27 28 
 

 29 
 
 

30 
 

February 
Don Clark February 2 
Jeanie Ablett  February 3  
Belinda Risley February 4 
Donna Alcorn  February 5  
John Childs February 8 
Trina Stumpff  February 11 
Clayton Loos February 13 
Gary McBurney February 15 
Sharon Wilkinson  February 18  

Rick Sisemore February 19 
David Wilkinson  February 19  
Jane Alexander February 22 
Julianne Hayes  February 24  
Derrell Morrow  February 25  
Rick Phelps February 25 
Janene Dainty  February 28  
Jackie Horton  February 28 
Pam Rubottom  February 28  

Matt Houts 01/17 
Diane Williams 01/17 
Pat Williams            01/17 
Mike Dainty 01/20 
William Thomas      01/23 
Terry Williams 01/31 

31 

http://meadowcreekumc.org/full_calendar?year=2020&day=14&month=6
http://meadowcreekumc.org/full_calendar?year=2020&day=14&month=6
http://meadowcreekumc.org/full_calendar?year=2020&day=14&month=6
http://meadowcreekumc.org/full_calendar?year=2020&day=14&month=6

