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Our five week study of Lent will be each Tuesday at 7:30 pm                             

through March 9th on ZOOM & Facebook  
 

This study is oriented around scriptures that inform us about 
the themes of the season of Lent.   
 
 

Please contact the church office or Pastor Nathan if you are        
interested and want us to send you the zoom link if you did not 
receive it in your email last week. This information is also on 
our Facebook page. 

This Wednesday, we will meet again online to begin the            
season of Lent with a "Virtual Ash Wednesday Service."  
 

Tune in to the Church Facebook page at 12pm on February 17 to           
participate in the service live. Then, the service will be available 
the rest of the day to those who wish to tune in later. The service 
will be around 30 minutes and include the preparation of ashes. If 
you have no other way to procure ashes for self-imposition, 
(burning the end of a wine cork, taking ashes from a fireplace and 
mixing with OIL, NOT WATER!), the pastor will be glad to bring 
some of the ashes  he has prepared to you if you request it.  
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Dear Meadowcreek Family, 
 

Lent comes from an Old English word 
“Lencten” which means “Spring.” Spring is a 
time of new growth, a time of taking shape, of 
coming into bloom. It is a time of preparation. 

We observe Lent for 40 days for the most part  
because it was the early church’s custom to          
observe a total fast for 40 hours preceding 
Easter morning. On the morning of Easter, new 
initiates into the faith were baptized and were 
allowed to take the sacrament of communion 
for the first time. The whole community of faith 
would  participate in the 40 hour fast to prepare 
for this event. The number 40 carries great sig-
nificance  in the scriptures—The Israelites are 
in the  wilderness for 40 years. The flood in 
Genesis    begins with a period of rain for forty 
days and nights. Elijah sits on Mt. Horeb        
waiting for the voice of God for forty days and 
nights. Moses spends forty days on  Mt. Sinai 
with God, Jesus spends forty days in the      
wilderness preparing for his ministry. 

Now, why 40? Did the Hebrew people consider 
it a holy number? Did God just like to do           
things in 3’s, 7’s, 12’s, and 40’s? I’ve heard a             
compelling reason why the number 40 is            
Biblical literature. We hear the number so often 
because it is also the number of weeks that a 
baby is in gestation in her mother’s womb.  
Forty weeks is the amount of time that women 
are pregnant. It takes 40 weeks to shape us 
into who we are—and at the far end of 40 
weeks, we are born! 

This puts a new perspective on the stories in 
the Bible that feature the number 40. The             
Israelites were indeed re-born at the end of 
their journey in the Promised Land. They were 
a new people, they were no longer slaves, but 

free. Noah saw the whole world re-born through 
the floodwaters, which themselves are reminis-
cent of birth. Elijah, Jonah, Moses—all needed 
to go through a  gestational period  before they 
went on with their mission. 

Jesus emerges from his forty days in the        
wilderness proclaiming, “The Spirit of the Lord is 
upon me, for he has anointed me to bring good 
news!” Lent is indeed a time of Spring. It is the 
pregnant pause before the exclamation of the 
empty tomb.  It was strange for me to begin 
thinking of Lent in this way — I  had always 
thought of it as a somber time, a frame of           
darkness that accentuates the  unbelievable 
light of Easter. 

Viewing Lent as the gestational period for our 
new birth in Easter brings a new meaning to the 
season for me—it recasts the agony of Good 
Friday as the birth-pangs of Easter. It re-molds 
the sorrowful Last supper as that reluctant       
sadness women sometimes feel at the end of 
pregnancy, knowing that soon they will give up 
the intimate bond of carrying their child within 
them. 

And so I invite you to view these 40 days with 
me (beginning on Ash Wednesday, February 
17) as a period of gestation, when we focus on 
the fact that we are “wonderfully made” and the 
things that go into making us who we are. May 
our Lenten journey of gestation bring us to that 
same understanding of being loved and          
cherished by God as well! 

 

 

   

In Christ,  
Pastor Nathan 
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Happy New Year from the Fluffernutters!
January 2021 

 
Because of the events of 2020, I wasn’t sure how 
Christmas would look like in our sanctuary this year. 
And it wasn’t without some challenges for us. The 
day we asked for help to bring in the decorations 
from the storage unit found me in quarantine for 
Covid-19. And the day we were to decorate I was ill 
with a sinus infection, which left it all up to the        
decorating team. And I must say, even though we 
simplified this year, the sanctuary looked gorgeous.  
 
Our hearts are full of gratitude for all the help we 
received for bringing in Christmas from the storage 
unit.  Rick & Debbie Phelps, Gary Tucker, Johnny 
Horton, Connie & Harold Goad, James & Lori      
Harman, Dennis & Darla Christian, Dick & Pat          
Williams, Ray & Sophie Roberts, Pastor Nathan & 
Myranda Mattox, Brenna Schubert and Mia Stites.  
If you helped but didn’t get mentioned, I apologize 
but please know your help was so appreciated.  
Thank you all so very much.  
 
Susan Worstell and I began to decorate shortly after 
we moved into our new church. She has helped 
with the Poinsettia and Lilly plants, shopping for 
them, getting them to the church and with the place-
ment of them. She has also worked many hours in 
the storage unit to keep it organized which is so  
important for us for when we need to find our items. 
 
Ever wonder what’s under all the material in our  
altar railings? I used to stack hymnals, rocks or any 
kind of boxes I could find and would always be       
concerned that the candles might tip over and well, 
let’s not go there! Thanks to Dan and Carolle King, 
we have very heavy and sturdy boxes of various 
sizes for us to use for giving us the ability to raise 
the candles and give some depth to our presenta-
tions. We might just use one or we may use all of 
them; it gives us options and that makes it more fun 
for us to decorate. Also, the many crosses we use 
at Easter now can stand alone thanks to Dan for 
making the stands for each one. Now we don’t have 
to prop up the crosses. It’s so much easier for us. 
 
So who made the candle table skirts? Or did we 
purchase them? Well, no, Mary Odom made those 
for us. If you notice, with the change of the seasons 
of the church, we have candle table skirts to match. 
And that didn’t go without challenges as Mary     
struggled with how to keep them on the tables. 
 
We have yards and yards of material for the altar 
railings and the window swags. After cutting the  
materials for the various sizes, they began to fray 
and it got worse each time we used them. Julianne 
Hayes came to the rescue. I don’t even want to 
know how many hours she spent sewing hems in 

those long, long rolls of material to keep them look-
ing nice for us. And, I’m sure you all noticed the 
beautifully decorated tree in the Narthex…Julianne 
Hayes, along with her assistant, Dave did that for us. 
I think this is the third year they have decorated that 
tree and it’s always gorgeous! 
 
We thank Wilson & Pam Rubottom and Dan &          
Carolel King for our Nativity backdrop underneath 
our large cross. What a huge project for them and it 
turned out so well. It is so much better than I had  
imagined it and I thank them for getting that done for 
us. They did the design then Jackie Horton and Lee 
Warner helped me paint all the pieces that went into 
it. Making it was one thing, but then they had the 
task of putting it up and taking it down. A lot of work 
but it was worth it. It’s amazing! Thank you, Orval 
Blunt for helping out this year. 
 
Someone else who is good with wood is Frank Short. 
He made the stand for us for our bells that we use 
for All Saint Day. I’m happy to see that we didn’t put 
it away after All Saints Day and that it has been       
displayed just outside of the sanctuary doors. Stop 
by and really look at it when you have time. 
 
We have such a loving and giving church and what a 
blessing it is when we share our gifts, time and          
talents! Thank you, Nathan for allowing us the free-
dom to be creative. Thank you to the kids hanging 
the crismons on our Christmas tree and to Marsha 
for all the many ways she helps us all through the 
year. 
 
I fought it when it was suggested that we have a 
team to help me. I was used to doing it myself, my 
own way and in my own time but it would take me 
many, many hours…silly woman. Jackie, Peggy and 
Lee signed up for the challenge and I’m so thankful 
for them. Jackie says, “Just tell me what to do.” Peg-
gy likes to organize, unpack and pack; the hard part 
of the job. Lee is artistic and creative also as you 
could see on the back wall of the sanctuary this year.  
Thank you to the three of you, not only for your time 
and work, but for sharing the decorating concept with 
me.  
 
See, it’s not really about the decorations. It’s about 
making our sanctuary even more beautiful so that 
when people enter the doors of the sanctuary, they 
feel the beauty and the presence of God. Our          
emphasis is to help shine God’s beauty and love for 
us in our sanctuary. And these wonderful people   
understand that and that’s why no matter what we 
come up with, our sanctuary glows with peace and 
love. It’s our prayer that those who enter our            
sanctuary will feel His presence through the gifts  
and talents of so many people. 
 

Lynn Tyler 
 

(see pictures on next page) 
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          Colossians 3:23-24 tells us to perform our 
work wholeheartedly for the Lord.  In order to 
perform our very best work for the Lord and our 
congregation we are making a plea for additional 
volunteers.   Requests for volunteers in the        
Audio/Visual booth most often go unanswered.  
At least part of the reason has to be the mystique 
of it.  I mean, what is it?  Some little room in the 
loft filled with electronic equipment that has to 
be manipulated?! 
 
          And then there's this: 

 
 

          Does it look intimidating to you?  I would 
be surprised if you said no.  Unless you are a 
sound engineer, the likely reaction when lifting 
the cover and viewing the soundboard is gasping.  
The comforting truth is that no one in attendance 
at Meadowcreek actually knows what all of the 
buttons and slides and knobs do.  There are less 
than a dozen settings that need attention during 
the average Sunday morning service; most are 
house default settings we don't touch. 
 
          Our present A/V team consists of six       
regularly serving volunteers.  COVID-19 issues 
have necessitated the hiatus of some individuals.  
And with fewer people, we are now doing more 
work!  Most everyone is aware by now that 
Meadowcreek has begun streaming our Sunday 
morning service live on Facebook.  This is an             
exciting new development that has taken several 
weeks with lots of trial and error.  In fact, the      
trial and error continues through my most recent 
shift upstairs yesterday morning. 
 

          Anyone who has ever used a camera is an 
excellent candidate for operating the video         
camera.  You may have noticed Pastor Nathan 
tends to move about the Sanctuary a bit, but it's 
not at all difficult to zoom in and out and pan 
back and forth if that is your only focus of        
responsibility.  Trying to multitask continuous 
slides while operating the camera or soundboard 
is stressful, exhausting, and leads to all sorts of 
mishaps.   
 
          If camera operation does not interest you, 
perhaps you could become comfortable serving at 
the soundboard.  There are detailed instructions 
sitting right beside it, and there are also training 
videos on YouTube.  Remember, only about 10  
of those half-a-million settings will need to be 
touched.  It's NOT as complicated as it first 
seems. 
 
          Anyone who has used a computer and 
mouse can easily be trained to run the slides. 
They are set up in advance, and all you have to do 
is click from one to the next during the service.   
It is a task that can be mastered with less than 10 
minutes of training, and there are detailed          
instructions sitting right beside the computer. 
 
          Any of these three stations can be learned 
with a minimal amount of training, and the more 
you work at it the more comfortable you will      
become.  You have probably noticed we have 
been experiencing more technical glitches than 
we used to.  That is partly due to adding the          
Facebook streaming component, but also partly 
due to the fact we are trying to multitask during a 
live service.  It is very difficult to immediately 
troubleshoot glitches in one area while we are   
already short-handed in the other two areas.   
 
 Joshua 1:9 tells us to be strong and         
courageous, to not be frightened; and Psalm 
100:2 tells us to serve the Lord with gladness. 
 
          If you think God might be calling you to 
service in this area, please contact me, A/V Team 
Coordinator, at 918-519-1807, or lori-
harman@sbcglobal.net ; or Team Leader JR           
Ludewick at jrl5150@yahoo.com .  We look          
forward to talking with you. 

mailto:loriharman@sbcglobal.net
mailto:loriharman@sbcglobal.net
mailto:jrl5150@yahoo.com
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This was posted by the United Methodist Church is the official 
Facebook page. The article from the Arkansas United           
Methodist references our church has the inspiration for the 
idea.  
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Meadowcreek 

Children & Youth  
                          doin’s  

(by Darren Johnson) 

 

 

Hi everyone!   
 
Superbowl Sub Sandwiches was a great success.  Thanks to  
the youth group who made them, and those who ate them!  
We were able to raise $250.00. So, again a BIG THANK YOU! 
 
Join our Youth Group on Sunday nights from  
4:00 to 6:00 pm.  Contact Darren Johnson at  
darren.johnson.253@gmail.com or 918-695-7290. 
 

The children and youth families in our church communicate 
thru an app called GroupMe.  If you would like to be a part of 
this community, please let me know and I can get you signed 
up. You do not need the app to join the group; it will send you 
texts instead. May God  continue to bless our children and our 
church. 
 

Grace and Peace, 
Darren Johnson 
Children and Youth Ministries Director 

Youth making Super Bowl  
Sub Sandwiches 2/7/2021 

mailto:darren.johnson.253@gmail.com
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Dear Meadowcreek Family,  

On behalf of my family and myself, I want to  
sincerely thank you for the love, care and sym-
pathy shown to us during Jim’s passing.  We 
were so grateful your loving outreach through 
prayers, food, flowers, cards, texts and phone 
calls.  You will never know how uplifted we 
were by them during such a difficult time.  This 
is the most loving church family and I am so 
blessed and grateful for each and every one of 
you.  Thank you Meadowcreek for showing us 
the love of Christ. 

Jeanie Ablett 

 

 
 John & Brenda Edmonds  
 
 Nancy Underwood  
       and Lilian and Thomas 
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February 2021 

 If your birthday does not appear on this list of church members, please contact the church office, and we’ll be sure to add you to the list for next year! 

    February 

 
Don Clark        February 2 
Jeanie Ablett   February 3  
Belinda Risley February 4 
Donna Alcorn  February 5  
John Childs     February 8 
Trina Stumpff  February 11 
Clayton Loos   February 13 
Gary McBurney February 15 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 

 
2 3 

9:30 am Prayer Group 
4 5 6 

 

7   
 9:00 AM Sunday School 
 10:00 AM  INSIDE Service 
       With Holy Communion 
Online Worship Service              
https://www.facebook.com/
meadowcreekumc.org 
 
 YOUTH Super Bowl Subs 

8 
6:30 Boy Scouts 
 

9 
6:30 Cub Scouts 
 
7:30 pm Lent 
Study ZOOM 

10 
9:30 am Prayer Group 

11 
 

12 
 

13 
 

14 
 9:00 AM Sunday School 
 10:00 AM  NO INSIDE Service 
Online Worship Service ONLY    
https://www.facebook.com/
meadowcreekumc.org 
 
 4:00 PM YOUTH 
 

15 
6:30 Boy Scouts 
Pending weather 
 
 

16 
6:30 Cub Scouts 
Pending weather 
 
 
7:30 pm Lent 
Study ZOOM 

17 
9:30 am Prayer Group 

18 
7:00 pm Finance 
Mtg. on ZOOM 

19 
 

20 
 

21 
 9:00 AM Sunday School 
 10:00 AM  INSIDE Service 
Online Worship Service   
https://www.facebook.com/
meadowcreekumc.org 
 
 4:00 PM YOUTH 
 

22 
6:30 Boy Scouts 
 

23 
6:30 Cub Scouts 
 
7:30 pm Lent 
Study ZOOM 

24 
9:30 am Prayer Group 

25 
 

26 
 

27 
 

28 
 9:00 AM Sunday School 
 10:00 AM  INSIDE Service 
Online Worship Service     
https://www.facebook.com/
meadowcreekumc.org 
 
4:00 PM YOUTH 

    
 

    
 

  
 

  
 

March 
Tom Mathews   March 2  
Ruth Hancock   March 2 
Bonnie Childs  March 3 
Randy Johnston   March 4  
Kamryn Lumsden March 6  
Dan King  March 8 
Rosalea Fuser  March 12 
Mia Stites  March 13 
Cindy Ludewick   March 14  
Verna Maulsby   March 16  

Tony Shambrook March 17 
Wesley Mattox    March 18 
Janice Pollard  March 20  
Jessica Baker  March 22  
Mary Odom  March 23  
Harriet Morrow  March 29  
Caden Stumpff  March 29  
 

Rick Sisemore February 19 
David Wilkinson  February 19  
Jane Alexander February 22 
Julianne Hayes  February 24  
Derrell Morrow  February 25  
Rick Phelps February 25 
Janene Dainty  February 28  
Jackie Horton  February 28  
Pam Rubottom  February 28  

http://meadowcreekumc.org/full_calendar?year=2020&day=14&month=6
http://meadowcreekumc.org/full_calendar?year=2020&day=14&month=6
http://meadowcreekumc.org/full_calendar?year=2020&day=14&month=6
http://meadowcreekumc.org/full_calendar?year=2020&day=14&month=6

