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September Sermon Series:
A tweet is floating around that simply says, “I miss precedented times.” How often do
you hear that these are unprecedented times? Of course, like all broad statements of
that kind, this is both true and untrue. It is true that most of us haven’t lived with a
pandemic. The natural disasters and the political and racial unrest all roll together to
create a miasma of despair unlike anything we’ve ever experienced. Except we have.
Maybe not exactly this, but we know the experience. We’ve been here before. We call it
wilderness. It is a regular occurrence in the lives of followers of Jesus. One might say it
is standard operating procedure. But familiarity doesn’t mean ease. Wandering through
the wilderness is a difficult journey at the best of times. Other times, it can seem
impossible. Our task in this series is to help us find our way through the wilderness of
this time by allowing the first of God-wanderers in the book of Exodus to speak to us.
The stories of the people of God, along with the hymns of the faith in the Psalms,
become our guides through the wilderness today.

September will be a month of “getting in the
swing of things,” and I hope it is sustained as school is
back in session. I’ll be doing my best to have some
“continuing education” as well as I was invited to be a
fellow in the “Academy for Innovative Ministry,” which
will involve retreats and seminars over this schoolyear
such as “Fresh Expressions of Church” in October,
“New Models for Ministry & Ministry Action Plans” in
November, “Leadership Development” in January,
“Adaptive Leadership, Immunity to Change &
Overcoming Resistance” in March, and “Intercultural
Development & Cultural Competency” in April. The
Institute ends with presentation of Ministry plans in a
competitive “Sparktank” format that will award grants
for the best ideas.
I have been seeking continuing education for
the past several years that would include Leadership
Development like this, because in some ways making
concrete plans for innovation is a “growing edge” for
me. I want to learn how to better follow through on
some of the innovative ideas I’ve had by creating
organized plans for the benefit of our church. I took the
DiSC profile yesterday as part of the preparations for the
first retreat of the AIM, (Sept. 10-12 at Camp Egan), and
my “type,” (an I, for “Influence”) has not changed since
the last time I used this tool at the beginning of my
ministry 15 years ago. As one who has natural gifts for
“influence,” my biggest priorities are “being energizing,
being pioneering, and being affirming” according to the
23 page report I received after completing the test. This
rings true to me, and I hope those gifts can serve this
church well. But—every disposition includes some
limitations as well, and I hope my participation in this
Institute can help me intentionally mitigate or work
around my natural limitations as well as exploit my
strengths.
An idea that I may try to hone during this
Institute that could be a possible Ministry Plan that I
believe has the possibility of being innovative and
needed ministry for our context arises out of the fact that
I now have 3 years of experience being in a “blended
family.” Early on, I realized that this way of “being
family” comes with its own challenges that aren’t part of
a “nuclear family.”

Many times, I’ve wished there was a group of blended
family peers with which I could exchange ideas and
address challenges. I believe the church could be a great
resource to blended families, but many blended families
don’t assume they are welcome or wanted in the church.
I have made initial inquiries with folks who have the
professional experience to potentially lead discussion
support groups that I think would be a great resource to a
community like ours, and perhaps other communities as
well. “Building Blended Families” is the idea—how
expansive and quality a program it is might depend on
obtaining funding to provide for things like child and teen
counselors and trained leaders.
Of course, something else might present itself to me
over the next year that I’d develop instead. I’m keeping an
open mind! One innovative ministry that is ready made
right now is the Refuge: a teen center providing a safe place
to hang out and get tutoring if needed. Many churches
spend a tremendous amount of resources and planning just
to open a place like this. The folks who have put the Refuge
together aren’t “claiming” any particular church affiliation
and are instead just opening themselves to the community
to be a service with the support of many different churches.
I plan to help volunteer, and I know some in our church
have already signed up to be tutors as well. Don’t you think
it would be a good opportunity to support the teenagers in
our community with this service? We can be as involved as
we want to be—it is an open invitation.
I’m tired of complaining about COVID 19 limiting
what we can do in ministry. There’s no doubt it has
hobbled us, but it has also invited us to innovate.
“Necessity is the mother of invention” after all. But—as one
of my “theological influences,” Alfred North Whitehead
said, "the basis of invention is science, and science is almost
wholly the outgrowth of pleasurable intellectual curiosity."
and in contrast to the old proverb "Necessity is the mother
of futile dodges" is much nearer to the truth. I’d optimistically like to uphold the old proverb and not “futile
dodges.” I’d like my first year here at Meadowcreek,
even with the challenges we face, to be one of innovation—
whether it be the product of necessity OR “pleasurable intellectual curiosity.” Will you help me?
In Christ,
Pastor Nathan
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REFUGE COMMUNITY CENTER 1007 W Main St, Collinsville, OK

The Refuge is a non-profit, after-school program that encourages and enables students to grow in
three areas of life: Body, Mind, and Spirit. We create a safe place for teens to hang out, play
games, and receive tutoring.
Purpose/Mission Statement: The Refuge provides a safe place to have meaningful and healthy
relationships with other students, develop life skills, and become active in their unique gifts and
purpose. We believe in creating a place to get away from the darkness and burdens of the world.
We believe in creating a safe place to hang out, learn, grow, and play. We believe all people are
created with a unique purpose with talents that can change the world. We believe in cultivating a
place for young adults to develop their gifts, ask the hard questions, and simply get out of the
house to experience the beauty of life. We believe that true refuge from the wickedness comes only
through the love of Jesus Christ the Son of God. God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present
help in trouble (Psalms 46:1).
Starting Thursday, Aug 20th 3:30 to 6:00. Tutoring will begin MON. AUG., 31st FROM 4:00 to
6:00!!!! If your student needs help send them to Refuge! All students and volunteers are required
to wear masks and sanitize hands upon entering!!! We would love to see your child here! 6th grade
-12th grade One free daily snack and drink and additional maybe received for .50 donation to help
replenish. If you would like to donate or help with tutoring, email us at cvillerefuge@gmail.com
Website: https://www.canva.com/design/DAECZfV8VXQ/Awsz5QB1X22MQNwPunAr_A/view?website#1:refuge
Email: cvillerefuge@gmail.com
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/refuge.cville/?ref=page_internal/
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/refuge.cville/.cville
3

Restore Hope Ministries is pleased to invite you to our 14th Annual
Golf Tournament!
Monday, September 14, 2020
Forest Ridge Golf Club
7501 E Kenosha, Broken Arrow, OK 74014
For Tickets and Sponsorship Opportunities:

R.S.V.P.

Restore Hope Ministries | 2960 Charles Page Blvd, Tulsa, OK 74127 www.restorehope.org
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September 2020
Sun

Mon

31
30
 10:00 AM Inside Service
with Pastor Nathan Mattox

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

8

9

10

11

12

15
6:30 pm
Evangelism Mtg.
via ZOOM

16

17

18

19

22

23

24

25

26

29

30

28

29

6:00 pm Mid Week
Bible Study via ZOOM
with Pastor Nathan
8/19 - 9/23
7:00 pm Women's
Bible Study ‘via ZOOM
or Lynn Tyler’s home,
Aug 12-Sept 30

Online Worship Service will
also be available at http://
meadowcreekumc.org/
7
6
 10:00 AM Inside Service
with Pastor Nathan Mattox

6:00 pm Mid Week
Bible Study via ZOOM
with Pastor Nathan
8/19 - 9/23
7:00 pm Women's
Bible Study ‘via ZOOM
or Lynn Tyler’s home,
Aug 12-Sept 30

Online Worship Service will
also be available at http://
meadowcreekumc.org/
13
14
 10:00 AM Inside Service
with Pastor Nathan Mattox
Online Worship Service will
also be available at http://
meadowcreekumc.org/
21
20
 10:00 AM Inside Service
with Pastor Nathan Mattox

6:00 pm Mid Week
Bible Study via ZOOM
with Pastor Nathan
8/19 - 9/23
7:00 pm Women's
Bible Study ‘via ZOOM
or Lynn Tyler’s home,
Aug 12-Sept 30

Online Worship Service will
also be available at http://
meadowcreekumc.org/
28
27
 10:00 AM Inside Service
with Pastor Nathan Mattox

6:00 pm Mid Week
Bible Study via ZOOM
with Pastor Nathan
8/19 - 9/23
7:00 pm Women's
Bible Study ‘via ZOOM
or Lynn Tyler’s home,
Aug 12-Sept 30

6:00 pm Mid Week
Bible Study via ZOOM
with Pastor Nathan
8/19 - 9/23
7:00 pm Women's
Bible Study ‘via ZOOM
or Lynn Tyler’s home,
Aug 12-Sept 30

Online Worship Service will
also be available at http://
meadowcreekumc.org/

September
James Harman
Braden Hentzen
Eric Baker
Janie Alonzo-Bretanus
Sophia Roberts

09/05
09/08
09/09
09/16
09/16

Carri Yount
Rachel Brewer
Brenden Schubert

October
09/20
09/26
09/27

Patty Rule
Becky Vasey
John Fuser
Kathy Hall
John Odom
Owen Roberts
Lynn Tyler
Mike Worstell

10/03
10/03
10/05
10/08
10/10
10/11
10/13
10/13

Carol Mathews
Steve Leslie
Justin Schubert
Susan Worstell
Gene Etchison
Sharrese Bishop
Andrew Johnson

10/17
10/20
10/20
10/20
10/22
10/23
10/24

Idalia Harrington
Julianna Mattox
Johnny Horton

If your birthday does not appear on this list of church members, please contact the church office, and we’ll be sure to add you to the list for next year!
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10/27
10/27
10/30

