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Mark your calendars for the Meadowcreek   
Living Nativity on December 11 & 12.    

If you still have your costume from the Easter Play, please return it 
to the church and put it in the Youth Sunday School classroom.   
 
For our Living Nativity we will need several shop or spot lights. If 
you have one  to loan in December, would you please call or email 
Linda Wilson.  We will also need several sq. hay bales.  Please let 
Linda know if we can borrow yours in December. 

Calling all Servants! 

If you are Blessed 

PLEASE BLESS OTHERS: 

Thanksgiving Baskets will be handed out in 

Collinsville on November 23rd  

We need 150 boxes of Instant Potatoes serving 10-20  

BRING BACK BY NOV.15th  

Each Box of Potatoes cost around $2.00   

if you want to help and not shop. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL RE-LAUNCH beginning  
October 4

th
, at 9:00 AM:  

 

Youth and Children Sunday School, as well as a 
study on Hebrews chapter 11 which is known as 
the faith walk of fame.  This class is open to any 
and all adults and will meet in the  fellowship hall!  
Other classes are welcome to meet again as they 
feel  comfortable.  Please contact your teacher to 
find out your class’s plan.  The nursery (ages 0-4) 
will also be open starting Oct. 4th. 
 

Please know that we will take all precautions necessary for Social        
Distancing. Masks will be required in each classroom and hand  sanitizer 
will be provided as well. Our teachers are anxious to get started and we 
know that the children are as well. If you have any concerns or questions, 
please don't hesitate to talk to me or any of our teachers after church    
today. Please pray for God's blessing as we move forward. 
 
Thank you, Jackie Horton 

October means fall and Trunk or Treat!  
We are planning a drive-thru Trunk or 
Treat at our church on Saturday, October 
31st.  The time will be announced soon. 
We need as many trunks decorated and 
people ready to hand out candy as we can 
get.  We are looking at an earlier time in 
order to mesh with the downtown parade 
and events. Please let me know if you are 
planning to decorate a trunk or if you want 

to help with the event.  Candy donation will begin in the Narthex next 
week.  Thank you, Darren Johnson 
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It’s the time of year when all my Arkansas 
friends begin posting pictures of the beautiful           
foliage.  This one (pictured) is from my former    
secretary in my first appointment in Waldron,             
Arkansas. It certainly is gorgeous, and you have to 
give it to Arkansas for autumn drives. Seeing the 
picture was enough to cause me to belt out the 
corny Department of Tourism song from the 
1980’s, 

“October morning, in the Ozark Mountains, 

Hills a blazin’ like the sun in the sky…. 

Oh, I may wander but when I do, 

I’ll never be far from you. 

You’re in my blood and I know you’ll always be: 

Arkansas, you run deep in me!” 

The colors of fall are probably one of the 
most effective evangelists of the natural world.    
The reds and golds and yellows and oranges and 
browns and greens float together in a sea of 
leaves blanketing the hillsides, like waves            
reflecting the sunset. God clearly delights in          
diversity and  richness and extravagance.  It is 
clear in our Creation account that God blesses the 
manifold of the Holy Creation. The Spirit of Life: 
that blowing breath that sweeps over creation at its 
inception, the mighty wind bursting through the 
windows of the early church and setting it on fire. 
That Spirit of exuberance and vitality is present in 
every moment. Life makes a grand finale before it 
goes to sleep for the winter. 

The colors of fall are probably one of the most 
effective evangelists of the natural world. The reds 
and golds and yellows and oranges and browns and 
greens float together in a sea of leaves blanketing 
the hillsides, like waves reflecting the sunset. God 
clearly delights in diversity and richness and            
extravagance. It is clear in our Creation account that 
God blesses the manifold of the Holy Creation. The 
Spirit of Life: that blowing breath that sweeps over 
creation at its inception, the mighty wind bursting 
through the windows of the early church and setting 
it on fire. That Spirit of exuberance and vitality is    
present in every moment. Life makes a grand finale 
before it goes to sleep for the winter. 

Even though those leaves start wrecking  
havoc on my allergies after they fall and begin         
getting moldy, a hardwood forest ablaze in the fall is 
certainly one of the most transcendent sights one 
can behold.  When I lived in Morris, I was the proud 
steward of a Golden Maple (pictured) that was 
known around town as being the prettiest Morris had 
to offer.  Wesley and I used to climb it, especially in 
the fall, when being amongst the golden leaves gave 
an added element of mystique to the usual thrill of 
climbing a tree. I have always been inspired by that 
tree--such that I even planted a couple of tiny little 
maple saplings from a friend's property in Bella Vista 
in my front yard. Maybe someday they'll be a "bella 
vista" as well....but it will be a long while! A Tulip 
Poplar I planted in the back yard has really taken to 
the idea of being a Collinsvillian and has grown a 
foot in a month. It will look beautiful in the fall as well 
some day.  

 As Wendell Berry also says,"I see that the 
life of this place is always emerging beyond expecta-
tion or prediction or typicality, that it is unique, given 
to the world minute by minute, only once, never to 
be repeated. And this is when I see that this life is a 
miracle, absolutely worth having, absolutely worth 
saving. We are alive within mystery, by miracle."  

 So, all that being said, enjoy the fall—
because it doesn’t last long! 

In Christ,  
Pastor Nathan 
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Thank you!  I would like to thank our                    
congregation for the many cards, phone calls, 
texts, and—most importantly—your prayers 
during my recent illness.  My doctor is              
hopeful that I will make a full recovery.  

I have the opportunity to look out at the   
congregation from the organ bench each 
week.  I am reminded each Sunday how God 
answers prayers in each of your lives. 

I am very grateful, appreciative, and thankful 
for your many kindnesses and prayers. 

Linda Wilson 

 

 

Mark your calendars for December 11 and 12 from 6:00-8:00.  Our church will 
be bringing the miracle of Christ’s birth to our community and area through a 
Living Nativity.  We are blessed to be able to borrow scenes from Wickline UMC 
in Midwest City.  
 

We are asking in advance to use some items for this event.  The list is as                
follows:  Shop lights, spot lights, a speaker system for music, rectangular hay 
bales, and extension cords.  If you have one or more of these items at home 
that we can use, please call or text Linda Wilson at 918-779-5502. 
 

Individuals of all ages will dress in costumes to bring the story to life.  If you 
still have your costume from the Easter Play, could you please return it to the 
Youth Sunday School classroom?  We greatly appreciate it. 
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Meadowcreek Children and Youth News 
 

Hi everyone! Praise the Lord for His mercies! It has been a real struggle for us as a church to not be 
able to meet regularly. While the youth have been meeting online, they are ready to get back to         
in-person meetings. I am praying that we will be safe and healthy while we get back to our                   
learning and fellowship.  
 

I am so excited to let you know of some upcoming events for the children and youth of the church. 
On October 4th, we will begin offering Sunday School for children and youth.  The youth will be 
meeting outside when the weather is nice! Also, we are having regular youth meetings on Sunday 
nights from 4 to 6 pm. Our big meeting this is on the 4th when we will have a cookout at the firepit 
behind the church for all youth grades 6 thru 12. Please come join us this Sunday! 
 

October means fall and Trunk or Treat! We are planning a drive-thru Trunk or Treat at our church on 
Saturday, October 31st.  The time will be announced soon. We need as many trunks decorated and 
people ready to hand out candy as we can get.  We are looking at an earlier time in order to mesh 
with the downtown parade and events. Please let me know if you are planning to decorate a trunk or 
if you want to help with the event. 
 

I will be planning some other events for the near future. Please do not feel like you must come.             
I would always prefer you to be safe and healthy rather than be uncomfortable or get sick because of 
an event.  Please relay any concerns to me at darren.johnson.253@gmail.com or 918-695-7290. 
 

The children and youth families in our church communicate thru an app called GroupMe.  If you 
would like to be a part of this community, please let me know and I can get you signed up. You do 
not need the app to join the group; it will send you texts instead. May God continue to bless our        
children and our church. 
 

Grace and Peace, 
 

Darren Johnson 
Children and Youth Ministries Director 

mailto:darren.johnson.253@gmail.com
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REFUGE COMMUNITY CENTER 1007 W Main St, Collinsville, OK 

 

The Refuge is a non-profit, after-school program that encourages and enables students to grow in 
three areas of life: Body, Mind, and Spirit. We create a safe place for teens to hang out, play 
games, and receive tutoring.  

 
In last month's newsletter we shared with you the awesome news about the new ministry for 

teenagers called "The Refuge." Some in our church, including our youth minister, Darren Johnson, 

along with his wife Cindy, volunteer at the Refuge and make connections with Collinsville youth 

while tutoring or just hanging out. This is a successful venture that many churches spend years 

planning and tens of thousands of dollars to achieve. The Refuge happened in our community   

because of the hard work and generosity of people from many different churches. The first year of 

this service to the community was underwritten by the person who had the vision and got it off 

the ground. Now--the board of directors of the Refuge is asking for churches in the community to 

partner together to provide the same service it has been over the past few months in 2021. At our 

ministerial alliance meeting, a representative from the board appealed to the pastors for churches 

to sponsor a month if possible. Several pastors committed their churches to sponsoring a month 

on the spot. I planned to take this appeal to the Church Council and propose that we help as well. 

I have been to the Refuge and am impressed with their service. I also plan to go and tutor or just 

hang out with Collinsville teenagers. The monthly cost for the rent and utilities at the Refuge is 

approximately $1200. How might we step up to support this exciting new ministry offering?  

 

Pastor Nathan 

 

Thank you Cindy and Darren  
for volunteering !! 
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October 2020 

 If your birthday does not appear on this list of church members, please contact the church office, and we’ll be sure to add you to the list for next year!     

October 
 
Patty Rule  10/03 
Becky Vasey  10/03 
John Fuser 10/05 
Kathy Hall  10/08 
John Odom  10/10 
Owen Roberts  10/11 
Lynn Tyler  10/13 
Mike Worstell  10/13 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 1 
9:30 am Bible 
Study with Mary 
Odom in Fellowship 
Hall 

2 
 

3 
 

4 
 9:00 AM Sunday School 
 10:00 AM  INSIDE Service 
    With Holy Communion 
 
Online Worship Service   
http://meadowcreekumc.org/  
 

5 
 

6 
 

7 8 
9:30 am Bible 
Study with Mary 
Odom in Fellowship 
Hall 

9 
 

10 
 

11 
 9:00 AM Sunday School 
 10:00 AM  INSIDE Service 
  
 
Online Worship Service   
http://meadowcreekumc.org/  
 

12 
 

13 
6:30 pm  
Evangelism Mtg. 
via ZOOM 

14 
 

15 
9:30 am Bible 
Study with Mary 
Odom in Fellowship 
Hall 

16 
 

17 
 

18 
 9:00 AM Sunday School 
 10:00 AM  INSIDE Service 
  
 
Online Worship Service   
http://meadowcreekumc.org/  
 

19 
 

20 
 

21 
 

22 
9:30 am Bible 
Study with Mary 
Odom in Fellowship 
Hall 

23 
 

24 
 

25 
 9:00 AM Sunday School 
 10:00 AM  INSIDE Service 
  
 
Online Worship Service    
http://meadowcreekumc.org/  
 

26 
 

27 
 

28 
 

29 
9:30 am Bible 
Study with Mary 
Odom in Fellowship 
Hall 

30 
 

31 
 

November 
Julianna Mattox       10/27 
Johnny Horton  10/30 Isabella Brewer  11/02 

Brian Paul  11/07 
Ken Yount  11/07 
Allan Wilson  11/08 
Beth Gatlin  11/13 
Carolyn Sanford  11/16 
 

Brenna Schubert  11/20 
Dick Williams  11/21 
Robert Wilson  11/21 
Melissa Roberts  11/22 
Brycen Baker  11/26 
Angie Shoulders  11/28 

Carol Mathews  10/17 
Steve Leslie  10/20 
Justin Schubert 10/20 
Susan Worstell  10/20 
Gene Etchison        10/22 
Sharrese Bishop  10/23 
Andrew Johnson     10/24 
Idalia Harrington  10/27 

http://meadowcreekumc.org/full_calendar?year=2020&day=14&month=6
http://meadowcreekumc.org/
http://meadowcreekumc.org/full_calendar?year=2020&day=14&month=6
http://meadowcreekumc.org/
http://meadowcreekumc.org/full_calendar?year=2020&day=14&month=6
http://meadowcreekumc.org/
http://meadowcreekumc.org/full_calendar?year=2020&day=14&month=6
http://meadowcreekumc.org/

