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Dear Meadowcreek Church Family,
This pastoral letter will be my last official communication to you.
Susan and I have been working hard these last two weeks to get our house ready to go on the market May 1st. I will
need the full six months of my medical leave to get over all the work we have done these last few weeks! No rest for
the weary just yet.
But, as we have always experienced, there is an odd work that the Holy Spirit does for itinerating pastors, and for the
churches we leave. The Holy Spirit begins turning our spirits in a new direction. For Susan and me, we find our spirits turning toward whatever the future holds for us, especially for Susan as she begins thinking about her new church.
And the Holy Spirit is doing the same for the Meadowcreek church family, turning your hearts toward the future, and
toward your new pastor, just as the Holy Spirit has always done for the 52 pastors that preceded me over the 120 years
this church has worshiped and served in Collinsville.
The Skiatook church now knows who Susan’s replacement will be. Rev. Sarah Thornhill will begin her appointment
at Skiatook First United Methodist Church on June 28th, the same day that Rev. Nathan Mattox begins his appointment at Meadowcreek, and the same day Susan begins her appointment at Purcell Trinity United Methodist Church.
Like Nathan, Sarah is young and energetic and will be a great pastor for Skiatook FUMC. She and Nathan know each
other, and both are also friends with Rev. Dr. Jennifer Long at Oologah United Methodist Church. I can envision all
kinds of holy mischief between these three pastors and their churches, serving in ministry together in creative ways.
Some of you who have connections with Owasso First United Methodist Church will either know Sarah, or will know
of her. She has been an associate pastor at Owasso for the last few years.

Susan and I have a great peace as we leave our amazing appointments to move into the next season of our ministerial
journey because of who the next pastors will be.
God has always been faithful and generous to us in our faith journeys; we expect God to remain consistent. And God
will be just as faithful and generous to the Skiatook and Meadowcreek churches.
I continue to look forward to a productive sabbath of healing and recovery. And as I wrote quite extensively in my
doctoral dissertation, these seasons of “in-between times” not only bring the chaos and sense of loss as we disconnect
from what was, they also bring us to productive periods of preparation for what is to come in the next season.
Continued
on next page
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I have a few faint stirrings of possibilities for what might be beyond my medical leave, but for now, I will continue
to entrust my future to a sovereign and providential God who is already waiting for me in my future…and is present
with me here and now…and will be with me in every step in between what was and what will be.
And the same goes for the Meadowcreek church family. God is waiting for you in what will surely be a productive
and wonderful future. It will likely be quite different from the recent past for the church, but that is likely true for
most other churches as well. Few churches will return to exactly who they were and how they worshiped before we
ever heard of COVID-19.
But though my spirit is turning toward the future, just as your spirits are being turned toward my friend and
colleague, Rev. Nathan Mattox, you all have a forever place in my heart.
I will always remain grateful for the place you played in my own spiritual journey. I will miss you. I remain
grateful for knowing some of the saints of the church who have found their place in eternity and whose lives we
honored and celebrated on All Saints Day services in 2017, 2018, and 2019.
It is important to give thanks, too, to all those who provided leadership these last three years on our Administrative
Council, our standing committees, our very active ministry teams, and of course, all of you who contributed so much
in our worship services these last years.

As I help prepare the church to receive a new minister, as I preached in my last sermon on April 26th, one of the
most important things I can do is to “create space” for Pastor Nathan to become your pastor. “Nathan must become
more important; I must become less important.”
And so, in keeping with consistent guidance from the Oklahoma Conference, one of the most difficult aspects of
appointment changes comes with unpleasant consequences, that of separating from church members on social
media, just as we separate physically and spiritually from the churches and ministries we leave. Though not all
pastors do, which can create problems for incoming pastors, I have always been faithful to the process of
disconnecting from church members on social media, which for me is limited to Facebook.
Beginning in May, I will begin the difficult task of officially ending my connections with all of you with whom I am
connected to by Facebook. I dislike the term used, which is to “unfriend” folks. You all will remain important to
me, but for now, one of the best things I can do for Nathan in creating space, is to disconnect our Facebook
relationships. Someday, in the years to come, once Nathan is clearly established as your pastor, I may accept
“friend requests” from you again, but if I do, I will never seek information about the church, nor will I comment
about any church business.
Please understand the importance of this. I did this when I left each of my previous appointments in Bixby and
Verdigris. This hurt the feelings of some folks, and I am so very sorry if this causes hurt feelings with any of you.
So please forgive me for doing what I have to do professionally. It does not mean I do not care. In fact, it is exactly
because I care so much, that I must do this so Nathan can fully take his place with you as your pastor. I know some
of you have already become Facebook friends with Pastor Nathan, and I encourage more of you to begin doing that
if you use Facebook.
My care and concern for you will not change; my communication with all of you has to, though. This also means
that I cannot come back to officiate at funeral services or other important services at the church. Coming back to
churches can create hard feelings and can undermine the ministry of the new pastor. In fact, we pastors can be
brought up on charges within the Oklahoma Conference for doing so. In the past, some pastors have lost their
standing with the United Methodist Church for continued interference with past charges.
Thank you again for all we accomplished together in faithful, and often very creative and spontaneous expressions
of ministry to each other, to Collinsville, and to the community beyond. There are exciting, fulfilling years to come
for this great church.
May God continue to guide and bless you all. It was indeed a privilege and high honor to serve along side you in
worship, and in ministry and service to Collinsville.
God’s best to you all,

Pastor Mark
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No Matter What …
(a modern re-statement of Julian of Norwich’s “All shall be well,
and all shall be well, and all manner of things shall be well.”)

No matter what . . .
No matter when . . .
No matter how . . .

No matter where . . .
No matter who . . .
No matter why . . .
No matter why not . . .
No matter what . . . God will be God.
No matter what . . . grace will be grace.
No matter what . . . there will be the mystery of hell beyond heaven.
No matter what . . . there will be a mystery of God’s grace behind every kind of hell.

No matter what . . . it will be okay.
No matter what . . . I will be okay. And so will you.
Why?
Because . . . everything can bring gifts of God’s grace in its time.
Through our contrition, and through God’s creative healing and redemptive mercies . . .
everything can be made beautiful in its time. . . all is gift.
So . . .
. . . no matter what . . .
. . . it will be okay.
And so will I. And so will you.
No matter what.
Thanks be to God.
Copyright © 2019 Mark T. Whitley. All Rights Reserved.
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Our hearts go with you
Pastors Mark and Susan
April 17, 2020

https://www.kjrh.com/news/local-news/parade-to-say-goodbye-to-skiatook-collinsville-pastors
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Palm Sunday
April 5, 2020
Rev. Michael Nathan Mattox
https://www.facebook.com/meadowcreekumc.org/videos/852210945281814/

Good Friday
April 10, 2020
https://www.facebook.com/meadowcreekumc.org/videos/225849568477590/

Easter Sunday
April 12, 2020
https://www.facebook.com/meadowcreekumc.org/videos/219341439290888/

2019
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Congratulations
Collinsville High School
Graduate of 2020
Payne Houts
Son of Matt & Keri Houts
14852 N. 147th E. Avenue
Collinsville, Oklahoma 74021
Commencement Ceremony
Friday, July 10, 2020 at 7:00 pm
Union Public Schools UMAC

Payne is receiving an Academic Excellence Scholarship from
Oklahoma State University. He plans to attend OSU this Fall,
majoring in International Business.
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As you can, please mail your tithes, offerings, and gifts can be mailed to the church office.
The church address is: Meadowcreek United Methodist Church
14205 E 146th Street N
Collinsville, OK 74021
918-371-3250
Also, our church has electronic giving which many of you have taken advantage of in the past
years. For those who are interested in making your financial gifts directly to the church here are
the instructions for doing so. Again, call Marsha Munson at the church number. She will help
ensure you get help you might need to set up your electronic giving.
Electronic Giving Instructions
Meadowcreek wants you to know that we offer electronic giving as a way to automate your regular
weekly offering. Electronic giving offers convenience for individual congregation members and
provides much-needed donation consistency for our congregation. Direct Debit Giving is used to
automatically transfer funds from your checking or savings account to the church’s bank account.
Credit & Debit Card Giving lets you make offerings automatically on a pre-determined schedule
using a credit or debit card. Online Giving lets you go to our church’s webpage at any time to set
up an automatic donation plan, change your donation plan, make a one-time donation or view your
online donation history.
Follow these easy instructions
Visit us online at http://meadowcreekumc.org/ and locate the Give Online button on the
right side of our website home page to set up a recurring giving schedule, or to make a one-time
gift. If it’s your first time, create a profile, otherwise log in and know that your online giving is
secure.
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May 2020
Friday, May 1
Saturday, May 2
Sunday, May 3
• 10:30 am Online Worship
• 4:00 pm Youth
Monday, May 4
• 5:30-6:30 pm Hand Bell Choir
Practice
• 6:30 pm Boy Scouts
Tuesday, May 5
 5:30 pm Crochet & Knit Group
• 6:30 pm Cub Scouts
Wednesday, May 6
 9:30 am Prayer Group Meeting
• 6:30 pm Adult Choir Practice
• 6:30 pm Youth Bible Study
Thursday, May 7
 9:30 am Adult Bible Study
• 7:00 pm Praise Band Practice
Friday, May 8

Saturday, May 9

Sunday, May 10
• 10:30 am Online Worship
• 4:00 pm Youth

Sunday, May 17
• 10:30 am Online Worship
• 4:00 pm Youth

Sunday, May 24
• 10:30 am Online Worship
• 4:00 pm Youth

Monday, May 11
• 5:30-6:30 pm Hand Bell Choir
Practice
• 6:30 pm Boy Scouts

Monday, May 18
• 5:30-6:30 pm Hand Bell Choir
Practice
• 6:30 pm Boy Scouts

Monday, May 25
• 5:30-6:30 pm Hand Bell Choir
Practice
• 6:30 pm Boy Scouts

Tuesday, May 12
 5:30 pm Crochet & Knit Group
• 6:30 pm Cub Scouts

Tuesday, May 19
 5:30 pm Crochet & Knit Group
• 6:30 pm Cub Scouts

Tuesday, May 26
 5:30 pm Crochet & Knit Group
• 6:30 pm Cub Scouts

Wednesday, May 13
 9:30 am Prayer Group Meeting
• 6:30 pm Adult Choir Practice
• 6:30 pm Youth Bible Study

Wednesday, May 20
 9:30 am Prayer Group Meeting
• 6:30 pm Adult Choir Practice
• 6:30 pm Youth Bible Study

Wednesday, May 27
 9:30 am Prayer Group Meeting
• 6:30 pm Adult Choir Practice
• 6:30 pm Youth Bible Study

Thursday, May 14
 9:30 am Adult Bible Study
• 7:00 pm Praise Band Practice

Thursday, May 21
 9:30 am Adult Bible Study
• 7:00 pm Praise Band Practice

Thursday, May 28
 9:30 am Adult Bible Study
• 7:00 pm Praise Band Practice

Friday, May 15

Friday, May 22

Friday, May 29

Saturday, May 16

Saturday, May 23

Saturday, May 30
Sunday, May 31
• 10:30 am Online Worship
• 4:00 pm Youth

June

May
Wilson Rubottom
Cheynne Brewer
Rebecca Hodge
Ann Phillips
David Hayes
Mike Sanford
Ron Hall

May 1
May 2
May 6
May 11
May 12
May 13
May 16

Linda Blunt
Raine Igarta
Gary Chappell
Kim McVicker
Dolly Kirk

May 25
May 25
May 27
May 28
May 30

Carolyn Stewart June 5
JR Ludewick
June 12
Harold Goad Jr June 13
Scott Hodge
June 17
Molly Sanford June 19
Jo Gibson
June 21

Kiana McVicker June 23
Donna Etchison June 24
Kenny Pollard June 24
Keri Houts
June 25
Bill Phillips
June 26

If your birthday does not appear on this list of church members, please contact the church office, and we’ll be sure to add you to the list for next year!
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