
Vestry Minutes 
St. Mary’s Episcopal Church 

January 13, 2019 
“Opening hearts and minds to all” 

 
Purpose: The purpose of St. Mary’s Episcopal Church is to restore all people to unity with God 

and each other in Christ. 
Core Values: Commitment, Care, Compassion, Celebration 

2018 Vestry Goals: Create a Path to Sustainability  
Foster Growth: Spiritual, Commitment, Numbers   

Develop a Vision Statement Centered Around the Long-Term Goals of the Congregation 

 
Social Time  
 
Vestry Members Present:  Bruce Jackson, Richard Lange, Mark Nill, Jake Pfau, Rod Pugh, Hayley 
Sharpe, Scott Siers.  
Officers Present:  Lois Anderson,  
Clergy: Rev. Anne Largent Smith 
Visitors Present: Terry Mah, Diana Siers 
Vestry Members Absent: Abe Nyoka, Al White. 
 

Monthly Business 
- Meeting started at 12:06 pm. 

- Approval of Agenda 
- Appointment of timekeeper Jake and action item tracker Scott   
- Consent Agenda: December Minutes; November Financials; reports from Priest-in-

Charge, Junior Warden 
Motion:  Moved by Rod, seconded by Bruce, motion carried, to accept consent agenda as 
presented. 

- Vestry Report Assignments for 1/20 
8:00:  Bruce      10:00: Hayley 

 
Information   

- Vestry Recruitment and delegates: Diana will run as a delegate. Al and Abe have 
resigned. We have two candidates to run for Vestry. We need two more, one will be a 
three year and one will be a two year. 

- Special meeting of Vestry following Annual Meeting on 1/27 
 
Discussion   

- Year in review: lessons learned, guidance for next Vestry, etc. (see attached sheet) 
 

Decisions  
- Food for Annual Meeting: Haley will go to Costco for bagels and cream cheese. Lois will 

bring a breakfast crockpot. 



- Retreat: How will we pay for dinner? Palermo 6 p.m. on 2/1. Each will pay into the pot. 
- Gift for Julie for ordination?  Have a free will offering from the congregation. This would 

be used for a set of deacon stoles and any remaining funds to be given to Julie to help 
with the expenses for the ordination. 

 
Calendar 

- Newcomer Night, 1/20 @ 5 pm, Rod & MaryLiz Pugh’s home 
- Annual Meeting, 1/27 @ 9 am (combined worship with meeting following) 
- Vestry retreat, 2/1–2 
- Commissioning of Vestry, officers, and delegates, 8 & 10 a.m. (be at both services) 
- Julie Vice ordination to transitional diaconate, 2/16 @ 11 a.m., Trinity Cathedral 
 

Closing  
- Review action items 
- Closing Prayer Circle 

 
Adjournment 
 Closed at i:25 pm 
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
 
 
Lois B. Anderson 
Clerk of the Vestry 
 

Consent Agenda 

 
Priest-in-Charge Report for January 2019 
 

• I had a conversation earlier this month with the pre-construction manager of the project 
next door, and advised him that the masonry between our properties needs to be 
repaired. On Christmas day following a heavy night of rain, water was pouring out of 
one spot and leaking in others.  
March-April was the ballpark he gave me for the finishing work on their frontage and 
curbs. At the same time, they will put in the new curbs and driveway apron on our 
property. There is potential for additional work on the parking lot in light of their use of 
it; I indicated my preference for them to put down a slurry coating and restripe the lot. 
That would give us about three years before parking lot repairs become dire again. (He 
did say that our lot is not draining properly, and that’s not something they can address.) 
Our neighbor to the north who got a new fence last year is, I am told, in conversation 
with the developer about selling, and may be interested in an assemblage, where 
adjacent properties would be jointly represented by one broker who would sell them as 
a package to a buyer. (The developer is actually the one who put the new fence in.)  



I will bring the information about the assemblage to the attention of the diocese and 
Kirk Bone and discuss what might be most advantageous for us.  

  

• Christmas services were more lightly attended than last year. The change in times for 
the Christmas Eve services was helpful to those who led worship, and the pageant was 
quite lovely. Our attendance Christmas morning was very light indeed; only one person 
came who wasn’t attached to a role in worship. 
 

• As last month, I continued to enjoy teaching Bible study. We had extra visitors on 
December 23, when the parents of kids in the pageant came to join us while the kids 
were rehearsing. The time constraints we’re working with made me wonder if moving 
the second service to 10:30 would be a good idea. (And help more people be on time!) 

  

• Still requesting movement from the diocese in terms of support for a potential move. 
REY Engineering says they’ll have reports to us the week of January 14, at which point 
the diocese is willing to sit down and discuss getting a broker, identifying preferred 
locations, etc.  

 

• Current total pledges amount to $97,300. We have 35 pledges turned in, and should 
have 40 or 41, representing an additional $9,000+. Several Vestry members have not 
renewed their pledges from last year. I’d like to see everyone committed to consistent 
financial support of the parish as part of your spiritual practice of leadership. 

 

• I continue to recommend considering a different cleaning service. I called three times in 
December in hopes of arranging carpet cleaning prior to Christmas, and was never 
called back. Perhaps the next Vestry can take up this discussion; the first question may 
be how we want to approach bids. Should we get all new bids? 

  
—Rev. Anne 
 
 
Junior Warden’s Report for January 2018 
 

• Mark, with Vestry approval, had a company come out and trim a bunch of trees and 
remove a bunch of trees to open up the church visibility from the road.  They left us a 
pile, 2 parking spots wide and about 6’ tall of mulch that we used the December work 
day to spread around the islands and area around the front sign.  They church is much 
more visible now. 
 

• Mark and I retrieved a cross and old lectern from the barn.  Mark painted the Cross and 
we dug a hole and placed the cross near the entrance to the parking lot in cement just in 
time for Christmas.  We are still working on restoring the lectern for possible future use 
 



• I broke a sprinkler backing up my truck next the wood chipping pile.  Thanks to Randy 
for fixing it. 
 

• We had another problem with the pump the Sunday before Christmas.   We got it fixed 
just in time for the Christmas Eve Pageant.  Randy and I talked with them about things 
to look for before the pump gets flooded again. 
 

—Scott 
 


